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“We thought of leasing a STOL8 passenger plane with 1,500 mile range.. and go to 
strange and inaccessible places like Robinson Crusoe Island, Easter, Pitcairn, [etc], and 
then via Iceland, Greenland, Baffin Island, back to New York, all in 1,000-mile steps. 
We would try to live off the sea.”

           — George Macunias/Mr Fluxus





CHILE

Nicanor Parra’s house is on a cliff, overlooking the sea. In the garden, a 
staircase comes down to the front door, where local punks have painted graffiti 
so that no one will dare touch the house; it says, ‘Antipoetry’.
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KARAKALPAKSTAN

You can still hear it, the echo of the surf hissing on the hot shore. It is the 
strangest, most maudlin place I’ve ever been. There’s something particularly 
awful about dead ships. All other discarded man-engineered metal is eyesore 
rubbish, but not ships.
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SOUTH OSSETIA

Their desolation was of the kind which attracts rather than repels: it sprang 
from space and silence, from the snow-scented wind which blew down from 
the mountains, from the sight of a lonely tower perched high on a bluff of rock 
above the track.  
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SAPMI

If there is a stream, the boys catch small fish. In winter they put on their skis 
and the bigger ones fly down the hills standing upright. And when they are big 
enough to tame a young buck, they make it pull them on the skis.
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COSTA RICA

In 2018, Costa Rica will mark its 70th anniversary since it abolished its military, 
and that seems to suit the population. It ranked first in Latin America and 12th 
in world in happiness, according to the 2017 World Happiness Index. The Happy 
Planet Index ranked it No. 1 in the world.
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AUSTRIA

Sailer was a national hero and matinee idol rolled into one. He was a champion 
skier for more than a decade.  After winning the gold medal in the downhill, 
The New York Times wrote, ‘He looks like a movie star and skis like a dream.’
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MAPUCHE

They are the country’s poorest and most marginalised segment of society, and 
unemployment and alcohol consumption are rampant. But in the last two 
decades, a younger, better-educated generation of Mapuches has emerged to 
fight for their people’s culture, language and rights.
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BHUTAN

It’s been decades since the fourth king of Bhutan came up with the notion of 
gross national happiness. But that’s still what comes to mind when most of us 
think of the country. Even though it’s sort of silly, it proved to be successful 
marketing.
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SOUTH SUDAN

As Yeats once asked, writing of the bloodshed and tragedy in Ireland, “O when 
may it suffice?” Perhaps it never will in South Sudan: baby Independent Moses 
Nunuh, the first infant born in the brand-new country of South Sudan, was 
dead of dysentery before his first birthday.
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TASMANIA

As comical as it is, the familiar Looney Tunes portrayal of a Tasmanian devil as 
a seething, snarling, insatiable lunatic is, at times, not all that far from the truth.  
Tasmanian devils have a notoriously cantankerous disposition and will fly into 
a maniacal rage when threatened by a predator.
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BENIN

According to reports, 285 royal wives were killed by other royal wives on the 
death of Tegbesu in 1774, while 595 were murdered when Kpengla died in 
1789. Since palace guards were nominally wives of the king, had weapons and 
knew how to use them, they presumably played leading roles in the slaughter.

15



FERNANDO DE NORONHA

It has only been a few days since he rekindled his love with his former flame,  
Bruna Marquezine. And footballer Neymar, 25, couldn’t keep his hands off the 
stunning Brazilian   bombshell as they packed on the PDA while enjoying a 
starry hotel and yacht party at Fernando de Noronha.
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SWAZILAND

Every spring‚ thousands of maidens descend on the king’s Enyokeni Palace in 
Nongoma. Only virgins are allowed to take part in the Reed Dance to ensure 
that it remains ritually pure. Before embarking on the annual trek to Nongoma‚ 
the maidens have to be tested by elderly women.
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GUATEMALA

A month later she was dragged out of a house, killed and left naked under a 
bridge in the Department of Escuintla, some eighty kilometres from the capital.  
News of the discovery provoked outrage that a former Miss Guatemala could 
have suffered this fate.
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COUNTY OF NICE

To ask “how are you?”, say “como va?” “Good afternoon” in Nissart is “boana 
jornada”. “Can” is the Nissart word for “dog”. “Tchiné” is a “child” and a 
“babatchou” is a stupid person. 
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INDIA

Now it poured, a stinging rain. On the high grounds of the liquid city, rich 
people spoke of the romance of monsoon: the languorous sex, retail therapy, 
and hot jalebis that eased July into August. At Annawadi, the sewage lake crept 
forward like a living thing.
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SERBIA

First came my idea for the Three Marinas. I told the lawyer I wanted there to be 
three graves, in the three places I lived longest: Belgrade, Amsterdam, and New 
York. My body should actually lie in one of the graves – but nobody was to 
know which.
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NORTH KOREA

The riverbanks were flat  and  sandy with nothing growing tall enough to 
provide cover. But an hour or two’s hike south of Onsong was a sparsely 
inhabited area with bushes and tall grass along the banks. The border guards 
were spaced far enough apart that one could sneak through after dark.
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PHILIPPINES

The 800 pairs of shoes of Mrs. Marcos, are part of the 3,000 pairs collection 
which she accumulated performing her duties as first lady during her 
husband’s 20-year incumbency.  She wore those shoes at meetings with 
dignitaries both here and abroad.
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COOK IS.

Human flesh is delicious. It hasn’t the strong flavour or smell of pork or fish. 
Man’s flesh has no fishy smell at all. That was why the high chiefs prohibited 
human flesh – in case the craving for it became uncontrollable.
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US VIRGIN IS.

Which of the US Virgin Islands to choose for hammock-strewn beaches, conch 
fritters and preposterously blue water? Easy: any one, though each differs in 
personality. Wherever you go, get ready for reggae rhythms, curried meats and 
mango-sweetened microbrews. These are US territories, but they feel a 
world away, mon.
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ISLA MARTIN GARCIA

I am especially interested in the very small island of Martin Garcia at the 
confluence of the Uruguay and the Parana. Who owns this island?  Could one 
buy it, and establish there a free port under the moral protection of the King of 
the Belgians? 
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ZAMBIA

We have been studying the planet through telescopes at our headquarters and 
are now certain Mars is populated by primitive natives. Our rocket crew is 
ready.  Specially-trained space girl Matha Mwamba, two cats (also specially 
trained), and a missionary will be launched in our first rocket.
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KENYA

The year 1968 would be different: ‘black power’, clenched fists and African 
athletes would be on the winners stand. Jim Ryun was the first victim of 
change. Sparked by a throat-grabbing pace set by fellow Kenyan Ben Jipcho, 
Keino first ran away from Ryan and then ran him into the ground.
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RYUKYU IS.

The ban on weaponry imposed upon the Ryukyu populace gave definite 
incentives for Okinawan people to develop a system of self-defence.  
Characteristically, Kobudo – composed of Sai-jutsu and Bo-jutsu – was based on 
the use of ‘everyday tools’ of fishing and farming people.

29



BONAIRE

At Flamingo International Airport Bonaire every day hundreds of people 
arrive. It is a colorful arrival as the main color is pink and the arrival area is 
decorated with surf sails in all colors. People come mainly from nearby islands 
like Curacao, Aruba and St. Maarten but also from Europe.
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CANADA

A limp hand, blue and benumbed, gave a feeble wave. The crowd cheered 
again, but Annie was too far gone to squeeze out of the barrel by herself. A saw 
was called for, and part of the barrel was cut away. Through this opening Annie 
Taylor was finally dragged.
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SLOVENIA

We all silently accept global capitalism is here to stay. But we are obsessed with 
cosmic catastrophes: life on Earth disintegrating because of a virus or an 
asteroid.  So the paradox is that it is much easier to imagine the end of all life 
on Earth than the end of capitalism.
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OLAND

They are in many respects a mirror image of ourselves. There are extremely 
egocentric species, others are social, a few are loyal to their family, while most 
is gladly fooling around with the neighbor’s partner. There are male chauvinist 
pigs and there are extremely emancipated females.
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SAN ANDRES & PROVIDENCIA

The island has a delightfully shady past, replete with pirates and privateers, 
and is still the site for a modern kind of black-guarding, serving as  a prime 
drop-off point for drug-traffickers making shipments to the United States, 
Europe and the Gulf of Mexico.
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GEORGIA

A monument of Stalin stood for 48 years in the central square in Gori until June 
2010, when the authorities removed it. Zviad Khmaladze, the leader of Gori’s 
district assembly, said that $15,000 would be allocated to set up the monument 
near the small house where Stalin was born.
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CYPRUS

One lad said of his Ayia Napa holiday: “There was a free bar for three hours, a 
hypnotist and sex games. We all got s****y tattoos, lost half a stone, got laid, 
lost our shoes and had the best week of our lives.”
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SAO TOME & PRINCIPE

There are some drawbacks related to this hotel. I describe them in more detail 
below. However, the fact that I describe them at length does not mean that the 
drawbacks are dramatic. I just need more words to describe the details of the 
drawbacks than to describe what is good.
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DOMINICAN REP.

Tony knew what he was doing. He had braked at almost the same time as 
Trujillo’s bullet-ridden car, but he took his foot of the brake when the vehicle 
gave a violent jolt, as if it were about to overturn, and then he braked again 
until the Chevrolet Biscayne stopped. 
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JAMMU & KASHMIR

Eventually we went up to Kashmir and stayed on a houseboat in the middle of 
the Himalayas. It was incredible. I’d wake up in the morning and a little 
Kashmiri fellow, Mr Butt, would bring us tea and biscuits and I could hear Ravi 
[Shankar] in the next room, practising.
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SZEKELY LAND

There are writers who take the reader into a strange world as Alice was taken 
into Wonderland when she stepped through the Looking-Glass. Aron Tamasi is 
such a writer. His art is picturesque, vibrant with nature and the supernatural; 
sometimes his words shine like glowworms of a primeval spirit. 
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SAMOA

The Samoan captain and prop Peter Fatialofa, at 19 stone, is built like a four-
square brick Bethesda Chapel. Afterwards he was as righteous and certain as a 
fire-and-brimstone sermon. “This game is all about physical confrontation,” he 
said. “Tackling hard is second nature to us.”
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MOLOSSIA

Molossia claims to still be fighting a war with East Germany. Although East 
Germany is now defunct, President Baugh asserts that Ernst Thalmann 
Island, allegedly given to East Germany by Cuba in 1972, is sovereign territory 
of East Germany, and thus allows the war to continue.
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THAILAND

A jungle curry is a very hot style of curry, as the heat of the chillies is not 
mitigated by the sweet richness of coconut cream. Jungle curries are favoured 
by people living outside major towns because they use ingredients that are 
easy to find, and the preparation takes merely minutes.
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ISRAEL

The Sikrikim is a radical group of ultra-Orthodox Jews based mainly in the 
Israeli ultra-orthodox neighbourhoods. Named after a small Jewish group 
which 2,000 years ago fought against Roman rulers and suspected Jewish 
collaborators, the modern-day Sikrikim strike at night and some wear masks to 
hide their identities.
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INDONESIA

According to a geospatial survey conducted between 2007 and 2010, Indonesia 
has 13,466 islands. However, according to an earlier survey in 2002, the 
Indonesian archipelago has 18,307 islands. According to the CIA World 
Factbook there are 17,508, and according to the Indonesian Coordinating 
Ministry for Maritime Affairs, there are 17,504. 
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MALDIVES

It is an intriguing, if deeply depressing idea: the first nation on earth to be 
forced to abandon its homeland because of the impact of global warming and 
steadily rising sea levels. Nasheed is basically talking about relocating the 
Maldives’ 300,000-strong population to nearby India, or Sri Lanka or, possibly, 
Australia. 
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TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Shemika Charles, an  18-year-old Trinidadian national living in Buffalo, New 
York, danced under a bar 8.5 inches (21.5 cm) from the ground on the set of 
American morning show Live! with Regis and Kelly – setting the new world 
record for Lowest Limbo by a Woman. 
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HONDURAS

The Salvadorean team arrived in Tegucigalpa on Saturday and spent a sleepless 
night in their hotel. The team was the target of psychological warfare by the 
Honduran fans. A swarm of people encircled the hotel. The crowd threw stones 
at the windows and beat sheets of tin and empty barrels with sticks.
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NEW ZEALAND

Prime Minister John Key proudly brandished an ornately engraved sword. It 
was used, he said, by Frodo Baggins, the protagonist of the ‘Lord of the Rings’ 
trilogy, and in the films it possesses magical powers that cause it to glow blue 
in the presence of goblins.
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MAURITANIA

The sea becomes a space of decline and an inactive wasteland where lifeless 
ships and human bodies can be found when rejected by the sea. Like a fish net, 
the sand catches discarded goods displaced from their original home. Noxious 
waters and dying boats are vomiting intoxicated fishes and shattered objects.
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ARTSAKH

For centuries wise men had pondered and matched, until the miracle of 
breeding was born: the best horse in the world, the famous red-gold Noble 
Animal of Karabagh. It is easier to force one’s way into the Sultan’s harem than 
to get into the stable of the Karabagh horses.
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BOUGAINVILLE

Nothing approaches the importance of the simple coconut. “Bougainville is 
coconut,” Ishmael tells me, as with a few deft machete flicks he slices the top 
off one and hands it round. “PNG tries to crack us, but we are too hard for 
them. Coconut is life and no one cracks life.”
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UZBEKISTAN

There were gypsies in Gilas. Some were the kind you see everywhere, the kind 
that are said to have wandered across from Europe, in the season when mating 
camels run wild in the Kazakh steppe and the apricot and the lilac come into 
blossom in the gardens of Uzbekistan.
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GUYANA

Ordinarily I would deflect the question of why I was in Guyana: “Nice girls, 
eh” or “The people here are all leaving” – wholly correct – “so somebody had 
to come”. But as Mr Bhombal was so sincere in his effort to play elder brother, I 
told him the truth.
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GERMANY

Located centrally in Berlin, close to Checkpoint Charlie, Deutsches Currywurst 
Museum Berlin presents the legendary snack creation and its own settings: 
from the invention of the Currywurst in the late 1940s to the stories and its role 
in film, TV and music and its worldwide distribution.
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SEYCHELLES

Mancham now spent much of his time overseas, but his presence was 
maintained by the press. ‘He is a king among kings’, enthused the captive 
Seychelles Weekly, ‘and a common man among common people, but above all he 
remains a great Seychellois leader preaching love and unity.’

56



MICRONESIA

Nature spirits are of many different kinds. Some of these are sea spirits that live 
out in the open ocean but are believed to come ashore to sleep at night.  There 
are also the spirits known as chenukken who reside on the reefs and in the 
shallows inside the lagoon.
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LAOS

Laotian sticky rice called khao niew is the base of every meal. It is ubiquitous 
there. Sticky rice is made from a glutinous rice that has a higher sugar content 
than regular rice which makes it sticky when steamed. Although it is from a 
glutinous rice it is actually gluten free. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

The images cede, recede, because there is so much.  Faces of the East, skins like 
prunes, like peonies; hooded hawks, hooded women. The spires of concrete 
towering up. Such audacious monstrosities. The mosques’  roundness, like 
basins of white. Inside me praying, stooping, supplicating men – o Allah the 
Almighty, the All-Merciful. 

59



BIAFRA

Welcome to the unlikely headquarters of Radio Biafra. It looks like a pirate-
radio station, but its agenda goes far beyond music and chat. In the words of 
Nnamdi Kanu, its director and former DJ in chief, ‘We want a free and 
independent Biafra. Or death.’
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SAINT MARTIN

In addition to its unique cultural, ethnic, climatic and geographical 
characteristics, the island is one of the rare destinations where relaxation, 
exoticism and safety are combined. It benefits from a political stability which 
excludes risks of ‘putsch’. French laws are applicable on the island and sexual 
tourism is severely reprimanded.
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MARTINIQUE

The whole side of the mountain seemed to gape open, and from the fissure 
belched a lurid whirlwind of fire which descended on the doomed town. The 
fiery mass swept like a river over the town, and, thrusting the very waters of 
the sea before it, set the ships ablaze.
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ARMENIA

Behold! before my eyes, now intoxicated with joy, lay the extreme cone, the 
highest pinnacle. A last effort was required to ascend a tract of ice by means of 
steps, and that accomplished, about a quarter past three on the 27th of 
September 1829, WE STOOD AT THE TOP OF ARARAT.
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REPUBLIKA SRPSKA

Even from behind, the shape of the head and the greying salt-and-pepper mop 
of hair of one of the world’s most wanted men was easily recognisable. 
Radovan Karadzic was drinking coffee at a remote restaurant on the Foca to 
Gacko road in southern Bosnia.  It was April 2005.
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GUINEA-BISSAU

If you walk a little in Bissau, before the hot sun disappears behind the mango 
trees, and head off the sidewalks into the bairros, you are almost bound to 
stumble upon a small backyard where fifty or so people have gathered to hear 
music.
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TANZANIA

1935

ca. 2 January: Hemingway falls ill with amoebic/tropical dysentery.

6 January: Move camp, Hemingway still ill.

7 January: Move camp again.

8,9 January: Hemingway ill, unable to hunt.

10 January: Hemingway ill, but goes hunting.

11 January: Move camp.

12 January: Hemingway ill, unable to hunt.
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PROVENCE

The Riviera! The names of its resorts call up the memory of kings and princes 
who have lost their thrones and come here to die, of mysterious rajahs flinging 
blue diamonds to English dancing girls, of Russian millionaires tossing away 
fortunes at roulette in the lost caviar days before the war.
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HUNGARY

Gentle sunshine filtered through the greyness and filled the vast arena with 
golden light as the players came out. Within a minute Hungary had scored.  
After a throw in Bozsik made a perfect short pass to Hidegkuti, who shot 
instantaneously from an angle fifteen yards out and left Merrick helpless. 
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CHATHAM IS.

The tracks led me to their maker, a white man, his trowzers and Pea-jacket 
rolled up, sporting a kempt beard and an outsized Beaver, shovelling and 
sifting the cindery sand with a tea-spoon so intently that he noticed me only 
after I had hailed him from ten yards away.
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CASAMANCE

“Life in the bush is hard,” César complains. “The southern front is quiet but we 
haven’t given up the struggle.” He has been at war since he was a teenager, 
almost 30 years ago, in the thick forests and mangroves of Casamance.
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OMAN

To welcome his guests, Haitham Al-Abri offers sweet, sticky dates and a tiny 
cup of cardamom-scented coffee. At Misfah, as in all Omani homes, dates are 
intrinsic to the culture of this Arabian Peninsula country. They are a sign of 
hospitality, served both in greeting and after every meal.
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MOLDOVA

Ghenadie’s first performance in a shopping center took place in 2006 in 
Chisinau’s Central Market. It was here that he appeared in his ‘bag’ suit, 
wandering around the market, looking at different items – including the very 
bags that his suit was made of.
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ST VINCENT & GRENADINES

On a whim, he had bought an entire island for £45,000 three years before, 
despite it having no  fresh water or electricity. “It’s very primitive but it has 
magical beaches. Anne and I will be there, living in our hut, and we won’t 
bother you at all.”
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JORDAN

It was spring, a magical season in Jordan, when the winter-browned hills and 
valleys turn green from the winter rains, and wild anemones spring from the 
earth like red polka dots. Oranges, bananas, strawberries, tomatoes, and 
lettuces were being sold along the road through the lush fields and orchards.
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MALTA

I was once lucky enough to be  sent by the Guardian in search of all 
Caravaggio’s works, and Malta was the spookiest stop on the trip, the place I 
felt closest to his dark heart. He went there when he was on the run after killing 
a man in a fight in Rome.
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VANUATU

In Vanuatu, intersex pigs once stood at the very apex of a culture. Pigs were the 
principal objects of wealth: they were accumulated, traded, loaned, and paid 
out to resolve disputes. Pigs were also the central religious object: they were 
pampered, revered, and finally sacrificed, their skulls bashed in.
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LEBANON

After the war, lines were beginning to blur. Lines at the nightclubs. Lines to 
the bathroom. Lines of coke.  We drank all night. We danced. We drove. We 
wrote. We loved, we made love. We found new spaces that never existed before 
in our beautiful country.
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DARFUR

“We live in harmony together in our different colors and tribes. We love each 
other. We marry each other. If you feel sick in one part of your body, you feel 
pain all over. We are like that here.” Hilal tossed date pits onto a silver tray.
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BRITISH VIRGIN IS.

We wanted to set up a Fluxus island, like a real country. We found an island in 
the British Virgin Islands. We went down there to investigate. It was 
like Robinson Crusoe, we had nothing. No boat, no radio, nothing. We had to 
fish for food.
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EL SALVADOR

Bodies turn up in the brush of vacant lots, in the garbage thrown down ravines 
in the richest districts, in public rest rooms, in bus stations. Some are dropped 
in Lake Ilopango, a few miles east of the city, and wash up near the lakeside 
cottages and clubs frequented by the sporting bourgeoisie.
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LITHUANIA

Looking for original way to ask your  girlfriend to marry you? Let’s do the 
miracle in a balloon. Just you and your pilot, spectacular scenery and festive 
mood. You will enjoy each other and your romantic feelings during the flight.  
Some champagne will make the flight even more beautiful. 

81



DONETSK PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC

The Donetsk People’s Republic has no authority outside an 11-story Ukrainian 
government building that an unruly Russian-speaking, club-bearing crowd has 
occupied since Sunday. It also has no electricity: The authorities cut that off as 
soon as the People’s Republic declared its existence.

82



PRINCIPALITY OF HUTT RIVER

After the Australian Tax Office came calling for their money, Prince Leonard 
made a move no one saw coming. “Dad declared war on Australia,” recalls 
Graeme. “They thought he had really flipped his lid and been out in the sun 
too long.”
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SORBIA

My great uncle, Hubert, the tenth baron, was a mighty hunter; day and night, 
summer and winter, he ranged the surrounding forests with a great train of 
horses, hounds, and huntsmen. The chase of the wild boar was his favourite 
sport; they were strictly and carefully preserved.
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KYRGYZSTAN

Jamilia was quite pretty. Tall and graceful, with straight, coarse hair tied in two 
tight, heavy plaits. She used to wear her white headscarf at an angle on her 
brow. It was very becoming and accentuated her dark skin and smooth 
features.
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TOGO

The consumption of dog meat is an important aspect in the course of the three-
year initiation process, the dog being considered cunning, enduring, 
courageous, smart and faithful, all of which qualities the evalon needs to be 
able to defeat his opponents during the fights. 
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ICELAND

Jon Pall would spend most of his youth hunting seals, gathering eggs, and 
helping to prepare them. The family worked from dawn until dusk but after 
dinner, Jon Pall would spend his free-time reading books of all kinds. In 
particular, he enjoyed reading about strong, robust people, especially Tarzan.
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JAMAICA

I’m a man from somewhere else, but my origin is from Africa, straight to 
Jamaica through reincarnation, reborn in Jamaica. Superman comes to earth cos 
him sick and tired; I’m not sick and tired because I’m learning what goes on.
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SKANELAND

As we entered the harbour a swarm of naked, sunburnt urchins greeted us with 
loud cheers from the bathing-house. The station was full of countryfolk attired 
in their Sunday best. Many of the young men and boys carried rifles and 
bandoleers of cartridges slung across their shoulders. 
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SENEGAL

By the kerbside you can buy three-piece suits, Mercedes hubcaps, freezer 
chests, parakeets, lengths of rope, pigs heads, sheets of metal, and everywhere 
souvenirs celebrating the victory of ‘les Lions’ in national colours of red, green 
and gold. Every bike, car and donkey-drawn cart trails ribbons through the 
dust.
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KURIL IS.

Many of the girls are comely and attractive, having clear fair skins, full 
European-looking eyes, well-formed limbs and bodies, and voices naturally 
softer and more musical than those of the men. Notwithstanding the hard life 
they lead, they are brimful of fun and merriment.
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BRUNEI

They raced their Ferraris through the streets of Bandar Seri Begawan, the 
capital, at midnight, sailed the oceans on their fleet of yachts (Jefri named one 
of his Tits, its tenders Nipple 1 and Nipple 2), and imported planeloads of polo 
ponies and Argentinean players to indulge their love for that game.
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SOUTH MOLUCCAS

There is still gunfire every night in Ambon, the capital of the Moluccas, and 
sometimes a shattering bomb blast. Once a thriving commercial city, it is now a 
deadly maze of Christian ‘red’ areas and Muslim ‘white’ ones, a pattern of 
demarcation that has spread to the neighbouring islands.
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CROATIA

I think I’m dreaming. I think somebody is going to wake me up and tell me, 
“Man, you didn’t win”. This is so great, to touch the trophy. I don’t even care 
now, you know, if I ever win a match in my life again. This is the end of the 
world.
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FROYA

Freyja, sister and female counterpart of Freyr, was in charge of love, fertility, 
battle, and death. Her father was Njord, the sea god. Pigs were sacred to her, 
and she rode a boar with golden bristles. A chariot drawn by cats was another 
of her vehicles. 
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COMOROS

19th century perfumes had typically only used one fragrance, whereas Chanel 
No. 5. used a bouquet of 80 scents, including jasmine from Grasse and ylang-
ylang from the Comoros Islands. It acquired quasi-mythical status in 1952, 
when Marilyn Monroe said that all she wore to bed was Chanel No. 5.
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TRISTAN DA CUNHA

Two hundred and seventy people live on Tristan da Cunha, in the middle of the 
Atlantic Ocean. Nick and Anne, two teenagers, have known each other since 
their birth, and have been lovers since childhood. But Anne has just made up 
her mind: she is going to study in England, 6152 miles away.
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FRANCONIA

In a period of around 12 months, Durer created his trio of so-called 
Meisterstiche (master prints), comprising three solitary figures in highly 
symbolic environments: St Jerome in His Study, Melencolia I, and Knight, Death 
and the Devil, featuring a Christian knight riding through the depths of a 
German forest.
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GAGAUZIA

We are the First Tour Company to take Guests to Gagauzia, Comrat and The 
Museum is Great! The staff are not accustomed to tourist at all, and we were 
treated with super friendly 5 star treatment! I’m allowed to do as I wish with 
tourist without any problems or bribes!
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DOMINICA

LAUDAT, Dominica — Boiling Lake has ceased to simmer. For nearly four 
months, the volcanic crater’s usually bubbling brew has been calm, except for 
brief surges when water inexplicably drains away, then rises again. The color 
has varied from gray-green to alabaster, and, most recently, black as coal.
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PARAGUAY

I have not come to destroy the rights of this province in one fell swoop, he 
declared as the Paraguayan horsemen were lassoing and hauling away the last 
cannons abandoned in the field by the invaders. I have not come to invade you, 
my compatriots; I have come to aid you.
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VIETNAM

Why should they ask me to put on a uniform and go ten thousand miles from 
home and drop bombs and bullets on brown people in Vietnam while so-called 
Negro people in Louisville are treated like dogs? I have nothing to lose by 
standing up and following my beliefs.
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ALAND

Lotta knew the local trick: pick a long blade of grass or a piece of straw, poke it 
through the center of the berry, and slide the fruit down to make room for the 
next, until all the raspberries are lined up like pearls on a string.
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BALOCHISTAN

The solitary Baloch robber places himself in ambush, and shoots his victim, 
before he despoils him.  In their large forays, although resistance be not made, 
murders are committed from mere wantonness, and frequently for no better 
reasons than to try the temper of their swords.
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ITALY

Practically everything connected with the traditional pleasures of the gourmet 
will be swept away. No more spaghetti for the Italians. No more knives and 
forks. No more after-dinner speeches will be tolerated by the new cult. In the 
ideal Futuristic meal, a certain number of dishes will not be eaten at all.
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PUERTO RICO

Here I was, living in a luxury hotel, racing around a half-Latin city in a toy car 
that looked like a cockroach and sounded like a jet fighter, sneaking down 
alleys and humping on the beach, scavenging for food in shark-infested waters 
hounded by mobs yelling in a foreign tongue.
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NAVAJO

The teenage boys amble off the school bus like so many old souls, knees and 
backs stiff, eyes puffy and hollowed. The previous evening this Navajo 
basketball troop from Chinle High School had played a rollicking game against 
the Monument Valley Mustangs, on the northern edge of the Navajo Nation.
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ANDAMAN & NICOBAR IS.

I have seen a Jarawa girl. I can never forget her face. She sat in the boat 
watching us as if she was Queen Victoria, with such dignity and such poise. I  
realised then that one doesn’t need clothes and ornaments and a crown to make 
you dignified.

108



ROHINGYA

Wai Wai Nu remembers a time when people could walk down the street 
without feeling afraid. They could go to a neighboring village to visit friends or 
buy food. People of different faiths studied, worked and played together. 
That’s what life was like in Rakhine state.
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ALASKA

FADE IN:

INT. SERRA’S LIVING ROOM – AFTERNOON

Close-up of a moose head hanging on a wall. Then a picture of Paylin giving a 
thumbs-up while her foot rests on the head of a dead polar bear.

Snow falls outside a draped window.
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KABYLIA

And if we think of what we know about the Kabyle people, its pride, the life of 
these fiercely independent villages, their jurisdiction which has never planned 
prisons as the love of the people for freedom is large, then we understand the 
instinctive sympathy we can devote to these men.
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NORFOLK IS.

Sunday, June 8th – Cloudy weather. Close in with Norfolk Island; very much 
disappointed with its appearance from the present point of view, which is 
directly off the settlement, and presents a succession of hillocks and shallow 
ravines covered with short brown grass, but scarcely a tree to be seen.
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

On Monday mid-afternoon — peak looting time — on a side street near burned 
Muslim businesses, the dirt road was littered with 2¼ negatives, prints and 
opened boxes of photographic paper and chemicals. In front of a house with 
broken windows and doors, empty of furniture, a terrified woman explained 
that she was staying put to protect what was left from “a photographer’s 
house.” Not that many photographers shoot 2¼ format.  Even fewer Africans. I 
know of exactly one. He lives in Bangui.
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CATALONIA

The Anarchists were still in virtual control of Catalonia and the revolution was 
still in full swing. It was the first time I had ever been in a town where the 
working class was in the saddle. Practically every building of any size had been 
seized by the workers and was draped with red flags or with the red and black 
flag of the Anarchists; every wall was scrawled with the hammer and sickle 
and with the initials of the revolutionary parties; almost every church had been 
gutted and its images burnt.
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FAROE IS.

The whales swam around in ever-diminishing circles among the boats, while 
more and more of them were speared and trailed thick streams of blood behind 
them.  By degrees, the water reddened, and the sand and mud were stirred up 
from the sea bed, so that before long the whales had lost all sense of direction, 
and were swimming aimlessly hither and thither, each one his own way. The 
hunters were soaked in sweat, but still they struck at the whales.

115



WALLIS & FUTUNA IS.

After an extensive air and sea search failed to find the teenagers, their families 
became convinced they had died at sea, and two weeks ago held a memorial 
service for them on their tiny coral atoll. Etueni Nasau, 14, Samu Pelesa, 15, and 
Filo Filo, 15, drifted 1,300 km (800 miles) across an empty, and little traveled, 
section of the Pacific Ocean.  On Thursday, a New Zealand fishing boat, the San 
Nikanau, sailing near the French territory of Wallis and Futuna, spotted the 
boys’ floundering boat off its bow.
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BANGLADESH

Thirteen. Her broken wishbone of a country was thirteen years old. It didn’t 
sound like very long, but in that time the nation had rolled and unrolled tanks 
from its streets. It had had leaders elected and ordained. It had murdered two 
presidents. In its infancy, it had started cannibalising itself, killing the tribals in 
the south, drowning villages for dams, razing the ancient trees of Modhupur 
Forest. A fast-acting country: quick to anger, quick to self-destruct.
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SINT EUSTATIUS

When Sir George Rodney, sent out to command on the Leeward Island station, 
arrived in the West Indies in the spring of 1780, the situation was still 
exceedingly strained. Rodney seems at that time to have conceived a deep 
feeling of hostility towards the island. “This rock,” he afterward declared, “of 
only six miles in breadth and three in length, has done England more harm 
than all the arms of her most potent enemies, and alone supported the 
infamous American rebellion.”
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GALICIA

At the octopus stand three big women in white coats were working with a 
slickness born of repetition. Pulpeiras are specialist octopus cooks who go from 
fiesta to fiesta the length and breadth of Galicia, taking with them their great 
copper cauldrons, their octopus scissors, their cans of pimenton, and their years 
of experience in the art of making pulpo a feira: octopus ‘in the style of the fair‘; 
the style in which Galicia as a whole most enjoys its octopus.
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FALKLAND IS.

Just when Lars von Trier’s back-to-basics Dogme series was starting to look like 
a damp squib, along comes a mischievous little incendiary device: a film that 
cheerfully revives the spirit of 1986 and the Hand of Maradona. Dogme No 8 is 
Fuckland, directed by Jose-Luis Marqués, a film about Fabian (Fabian Stratas), a 
horny Argentinian guy who visits the Falkland Islands with one aim in mind – 
to avenge the 1982 war by seducing the local Anglo-Saxon womenfolk, 
impregnate them and so populate Las Islas Malvinas with a new race of 
Argentinians.
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NETHERLANDS

Rauschenberg went over to the master’s studio and said he’d like to erase one 
of his drawings as an act of art. De Kooning, apparently intrigued, had three 
groups of drawings. The first comprised those with which he was not 
satisfied – that wouldn’t work. The next was of drawings he liked, but which 
were all in pencil – too easy to erase. If de Kooning was going to participate in 
this neo-Dada performance, he would play his part. He looked in his third 
group and found a multimedia work on paper that would be quite difficult to 
eradicate.
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CHRISTMAS IS.

From herds of elephants in Kenya to penguins in Antarctica and  frogs in the 
Amazon, the Street View Trekker has met some charming characters on its 
journeys around the world. This week, Street View is venturing to Christmas 
Island, a remote Australian territory in the Indian Ocean, to join more than 45 
million local residents for their annual trip from the forests to seas.  Christmas 
Island’s famous, endemic red crabs have begun their once-a-year migration.
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BASQUE COUNTRY

A labyrinth of passages and dark, cobbled alleyways make up the old town of 
Bilbao. It is here, in neon-lighted bars and in the shadows of high and ancient 
buildings that the heart of ETA, Europe’s most venerable urban guerrilla 
movement, beats strongest. Its lifeblood is the young people who throng the 
old quarter, its pulse is the drumbeat and the haunting flute of the three slow-
stepping musicians, two men and a girl, on their march of the streets.
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WESTERN SAHARA
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MARSHALL IS.

In 1946, following news of the successful atomic test, Reard mounted an 
aggressive marketing campaign for his daring new bathing suit. He 
simultaneously hit the Paris catwalks and the French Riviera. Above the 
fashionable beaches he had planes skywriting BIKINI, and in Paris he 
persuaded a young ‘danseuse’ called Micheline Bernadini to disport herself in 
a newsprint-design bikini with headlines relating to the atomic test. On top of 
that, he proclaimed that each Reard bikini would be cut from no more than half 
a meter of fabric and would be sold in a large matchbox.
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MONTENEGRO

There is no Montenegrin nation in the sense that there is an Italian or French 
nation. The Montenegrins are to the Jugoslavs what Cornishmen are to 
England or the men of Argyle and Morven are to Scotland. They are a small 
section of the Serbian nation, who favoured by their wild and inaccessible 
mountains, and thanks to their own headlong valour and endurance, contrived 
to maintain their independence during the period of Turkish domination in 
Serbia, and attracted to their eagle’s nest many of those Serbs who found 
existence under the Ottomans intolerable.
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ROMANI PEOPLE

This photograph was taken by the Swedish photographer Ake Ericson in the 
Luník IX settlement in Košice, Slovakia, in 2013, and shows a young Romany 
boy, Juraj Mizigor, performing a backflip for his friends beneath a rundown 
tower block. It is a study in resilience and resourcefulness as well as 
exuberance. The fact that it is in black and white, unintentionally or otherwise, 
links it to older images of the Roma from decades past, suggesting their long 
history of persecution and displacement.

127



NAKHCHIVAN

The chairman of the Supreme Majlis of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic 
of Azerbaijan signed an order regarding a list of books deemed necessary for 
reading. According to the order, the list of books will serve to form patriotism, 
national identity and the world outlook of the younger generation. The list 
comprises 30 titles, the first of which is entitled, The Appeal of the National Leader 
Heydar Aliyev to the People of Azerbaijan in Connection With the New 2001, New Era 
and Third Millennium. The list also includes classics of world literature, such as 
Ernest Hemingway The Old Man and the Sea and Jack London’s Love of Life.
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TURKEY

“It all looks absolutely hideous,” said Molesworth. But he was smiling. “I think 
I’m going to like it.” He was off to the high-priced fishing village of Tarabya. 
He gave me his telephone number and said I should ring if I got bored. We 
were still on the platform at Sirkeci. Molesworth turned to the train. “I must 
say I’m not sad to see the back of that train, are you?” But he said it in a tone of 
fussy endearment, in the way a person who calls himself a fool really means 
the opposite.
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MEXICO

One of the things I’ve learned from Yolcaut is that sometimes people don’t turn 
into corpses with just one bullet. Sometimes they need three or even fourteen 
bullets. It all depends where you aim them. If you put two bullets in their brain 
they’ll die for sure. But you can put up to 1,000 bullets in their hair and nothing 
will happen, although it must be fun to watch. I know all this from a game 
Yolcaut and I play. It’s a question and answer game. One person says a number 
of bullets in a part of the body and the other one answers: alive, corpse, or too 
early to tell.
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RUSSIA

Congregations genuflect 
Black robes brag guilt epaulettes 
Freedom’s phantom’s gone to heaven 
Gay Pride’s chained and in detention 
KGB’s chief saint descends 
To guide the punks to prison vans 
Don’t upset his Saintship, ladies 
Stick to making love and babies

Russian performance artists and feminist activists Pussy Riot were charged 
with “hooliganism, motivated by religious hatred” and imprisoned for two 
years after performing their “Punk Prayer” in a Moscow cathedral. The song 
critiques president Vladimir Putin for repressing LGBTQ rights, his ties to the 
Russian Orthodox Church, and his dictatorial practices.
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GUINEA

Anyone paying attention might have noticed something odd about the two 
boys slipping into G’bessia airport. Despite the West African heat, both were 
wrapped in sweaters. At their sides flapped thin plastic bags jammed with 
birth certificates, school report cards, photographs and a letter. But Conakry’s 
airport at evening rush hour is not the sort of place where people pay attention. 
It is a humidity-choked thicket of confusion where travelers, hustlers and cab 
drivers jostle under the terminal’s broad tin roof.
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PALESTINE

Twelve-year-old Sabah Abu Ghanim drags her board through the water as the 
sinking sun glints on the eastern Mediterranean. The wind has got up a little, 
and she is hoping the surf will follow – enough, at least, for her to ride the 
waves. “I feel the sea belongs to me,” says the Gaza surfer. “When I’m in the 
sea I feel content and happy.”
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QATAR

“His entertaining could not be more perfect,” says Lily Spencer-Churchill, the 
Dowager Duchess of Marlborough, who, as chatelaine of the 187-room 
Blenheim Palace, knows about these things. “The caviar, the wines chosen, the 
flowers—he creates the most magical ambience, and guests respond to that. 
Women come in long dresses, and they wear their jewels. So you come out after 
dinner flying. He takes you into a whole other world—a world of absolute 
perfection.”
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CANARY IS.

A decade ago, film-maker Pedro Almoldovar took a photograph of El Golfo 
beach in Lanzarote. When he got the pictures developed, he could just make 
out two tiny figures standing on the sand. Intrigued, he had the shot enlarged, 
and revealed a couple locked in a tight embrace, lost in the landscape.  The 
image, which he called The Secret of El Golfo, niggled away at him for years, 
eventually inspiring the story that would become Broken Embraces, his latest 
film.
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PALAU

The soup is made by washing a bat and putting it in boiling water, fur and all. 
After cooking it for a while, it is taken from the water and then cooked with 
coconut milk and ginger. Other spices are also added and sometimes 
vegetables depending on the cook. It is served in a large bowl with the whole 
bat looking up at you. Some people will try to skin the bat removing the fur to 
get the meat, but the proper way is to chew it, sucking out the meat and then 
discarding the remaining fur.
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GIBRALTAR

I spent part of my time with a gang of youths who earned their living spiking 
handbags with fish-hooks, who got rid of their loot in the bars and brothels, 
and begged their meals at the local convent. The leader of the gang was a 
‘globetrotter’ from Lisbon, who claimed to be walking round the world. But he 
was always slipping back home to fetch something he’d forgotten and had 
taken two years to get as far as this.
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SARDINIA

One time in Siligo, during one of the rare free hours which Papa granted me, 
some friends convinced me to storm a poultry yard. We were still young, 
around ten years old; there were three of us. Inside, while the hens made a 
racket, each boy chose one and went to work, amidst great laughter. ‘Listen, 
pal, this one with no feathers on her neck has a really hot ass. She’s great.’ 
Everyone wanted to try her, and it was really true.
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EAST TURKESTAN

Terry found Han and Uyghur teens hanging out together, joking in Mandarin – 
which Uyghurs must learn in school. They would skate, snack curbside on 
barbecued lamb skewers, and try to steer clear of a common antagonist: 
Xinjiang police. “They don’t give a damn about politics,” Terry adds. “Skaters, 
all they care about is how many stairs you can skate, how to hook up with 
chicks. But they do hate the internet controls and, of course, terrorism.”
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MACEDONIA

We went on a memorable journey, driving through the streets of Skopje at 100 
kilometres per hour. As if this were not frightening enough, we were soon 
engaged in a car race with another crowded Lada, which was trying to take the 
lead from Crazy Igor. While were were racing, one of my companions had the 
great idea of opening our car door and crashing it into the other car, which was 
not welcomed peacefully. The other car eventually took the lead and drove 
right in front of us, causing Crazy Igor to stand on the brakes.
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MOROCCO

One morning I climbed a fig tree, and through its branches I saw Asiya, the 
daughter of the man who owned the orchard. She was coming along slowly 
towards the tank. Bad luck, I thought. She’s going to see me up here, and tell 
that father of hers. He’s like my father; he never smiles. She looked this way 
and that, stopped walking, and listened to the sounds around her. Then she 
continued hesitantly, looking in every direction as she went, taking her steps 
with great care. She untied the sash of her pyjamas and pulled off the jacket 
like a bird getting ready to fly.
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ERITREA

Asmara is a serene city of half a million people, set on a plateau at almost eight 
thousand feet. There are broad streets with peach-toned Art Deco buildings; on 
Harnet Avenue, lined with palm trees, people stroll past cafés, bars, bakeries, 
and cinemas. In the middle of the street stands a red brick cathedral, where 
teenagers sit flirting on the steps. The city is slow-paced, and crime is low. 
Western diplomats say, with evident relief, that Asmara is “not like an African 
city”.
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ASCENSION IS.

On 5 May 1725 a Dutchman was exiled to the uninhabited island as a 
punishment for sodomy. He was left behind with a survival kit that included a 
tent and a quantity of water. He wrote a diary, starting on 5 May 1725 and 
ending about half a year later. For food, the man had to kill turtles and 
seabirds, especially the easy-to-kill boobies. He soon ran out of his water 
supply and started desperate searches for fluids. In January 1726 members of 
the English ship Compton found his skeleton next to his diary.
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IRAN

Is she aware, Sanaz, of her own power? Does she realize how dangerous she 
can be when her every stray gesture is a disturbance to public safety? Does she 
think how vulnerable the Revolutionary Guards are who for over eighteen 
years have patrolled the streets of Tehran and have had to endure young 
women like herself, and those of other generations, walking, talking, showing a 
strand of hair just to remind them that they have not converted?
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ARUBA

Jarnely is 19 years of age and she’s a resident of Weg Fontein. Jarnely finished 
her studies in EPB and will continue her vocation studies in EPI. Jarnely’s 
hobbies include going to the beach regularly – she just loves Aruba’s beautiful 
beaches and its clear water. Jarnely also likes Italian cuisine, especially pizza. 
Besides beaches and pizza, Jarnely keeps her beautiful figure by playing 
softball and she likes to compete in different national competitions. Her 
greatest ambition is to be a gym instructor. Jarnely’s favourite quote is: “Be 
yourself and go for your dreams!”
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ZANZIBAR

Who was Zanzibar’s most famous son? For Queen pilgrims, this island is the 
ultimate destination. Specialist tour operators run expensive fan-friendly 
holidays to the singer’s birthplace, where a few restaurants with beautiful 
views and a couple of gift shops cash in on the connection. But Freddie was 
never in his lifetime accorded star status here. No Freedom of the City. No 
official archive entry. No acknowledgement at the local museum. No former 
dwelling converted into personal shrine. No statue, waxwork, or effigy; no 
mass-produced ashtray nor fridge magnet.
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Rappers like 50 Cent might claim it is best to get rich or die tryin’, but for this 
South Pacific posse it is far more basic – it is about feeding their families and 
protecting their communities. Of course this excuse can hide a multitude of 
sins, and there is no justifying gang rape and violent robbery, but such deeds 
are often the by-product of a society that has lost faith in national institutions 
and their leaders. Allan says his boys have always drawn the line at rape – 
everything else is OK, for a price he laughs.
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MADEIRA

The peasantry, as well as the mass of the people, are distinguished by an olive 
or tawny colour of skin, and a swarthy complexion. They are, however, well 
shaped, and of hard, but not disagreeable, features. Their faces are oblong, their 
eyes dark, and their black hair generally falls in ringlets. Their women are too 
frequently ill favoured, and want the florid complexion, which, when united to 
a pleasing assemblage of regular features, gives the more northern fair, the 
superiority of all their sex.
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COCOS IS.

There is always a popular attraction attaching to little kingdoms, and a halo of 
romance about the man who, greatly daring, has left the more beaten tracks of 
life to take upon himself the rule of other races. Many such romances lie buried 
in obscurity, and from the early records of the traffickings of Englishmen and 
Asiatics a score of wonderful tales might be unfolded; for it is not only in 
fiction that bo’s’n who has gone ashore in foreign parts has been made a ruler, 
or the shipwrecked waif becomes a mighty monarch.
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LUXEMBOURG

A village football team featuring four brothers, a one-armed striker, a 
bespectacled midfielder, two players over the age of 40 and a 15-year-old on the 
bench enjoy a fantastic run to a cup final, win it against the odds and earn a 
dream European tie against the competition holders. It reads like the premise 
for a particularly fanciful Roy of the Rovers cartoon-strip, but this outlandish 
story needs neither animators nor writers as it’s one that has been played out 
already, for real, by the tiny Luxembourg club of Jeunesse Hautcharage.

150



CUBA

I put the coffeepot on the stove. Day was breaking, and I went to the window. 
It’s beautiful to watch the sun rise over the sea from up here. Gazing into 
eternity is a good way to keep your nose out of too much damn squalor – 
though I’m almost used to the damn squalor. Besides the sea, the sky, and 
infinite space, you can see the rooftops of other buildings. I’m at the highest 
point in the neighborhood. I almost couldn’t believe my eyes, but there they 
were, 250 feet away, on another roof: two girls fucking a guy sitting on a carton 
of beer.
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PUNTLAND

The sun shines here every morning, giving a gentle tan to any exposed part of 
the body. The crystal stream that runs through it flows all year long, its banks 
turning lush. The blooming flowers attract butterflies of many types. Wild 
pigeons nest on the nearby trees. A brown and sun-baked sandy road snakes 
around the countless bends of the town’s rolling hills, acting as a natural fence 
and giving panoramic views of this sleepy, hidden place. Its remaining 
residents stand tall, slim and dark with pearly white teeth. This is Eyl, the real 
Eyl.
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ABKHAZIA

Like a post-Soviet iteration of Superman’s Kandor – the capital city of the 
superhero’s devastated home planet, Krypton, which was preserved in 
miniature in a glass jar – Wekua’s Sukhumi is a sentimental play between 
reality and representation. The sculptures are conjured from the artist’s 
personal recollection (and supplemental online research) and therefore contain 
blank spaces that correspond to what Wekua terms ‘memory gaps’. “I am more 
invested in the architecture of this city, and how its nature is being conserved 
and untouched while being allowed to deteriorate,” Wekua says. “For me this 
city is constantly unreachable, a mirage of sorts. Maybe this city does not and 
has never existed.”
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ALGERIA

Algiers soon became a hub for liberation and antifascist organisations in the 
sixties. I came to know exiles from Spain and Portugal, opponents of military 
dictators Franco and Salazar, as well as others from Brazil, Argentina, 
Venezuela, and Central America, political opponents as well as representatives 
of guerrilla movements. Every imaginable liberation organisation had an office 
in Algiers, from the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam (the Vietcong) 
to the ANC, SWAPO, FRELIMO, the MPLA, student hijackers from Ethiopia, 
and Palestine Liberation Organizations.
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TAJIKISTAN

The ‘genius girls’ are used to people not believing them. “We get it a lot,” 
Toshboltaeva says. “People tell it’s fake, or that we’ve been given the answers 
in advance. People test us to make sure.” They were thrust into the 
international spotlight after winning the GeniusKid 2017 contest in Moscow. 
Ismonzoda and Toshboltaeva returned home to a hero’s welcome at Dushanbe 
International Airport, where government officials and dozens of young fans 
greeted them. Nicknamed ‘Calculator’ by her fans, Ismonzoda can count 
dozens of digits without pen or paper while reciting poetry at the same time.
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CASCADIA

In the 1970s, environmental scientists began to see the region as a distinct 
geological area, with its own biological and environmental signature. Ernest 
Callenbach’s 1975 sci-fi novel Ecotopia portrayed a sovereign haven of free love 
and groovy alternative medicine (and, on a less groovy note, separate city-
states for African Americans). Over the past 40 years, political groups of all 
stripes—from gay activists to white nationalists—have espoused different 
visions of a breakaway Northwest.
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WESTERN ISLES

For at least eight months of the year, St Kilda is subjected to frequent and 
severe gales and storms. Mary Cameron, daughter of one of the island’s last 
missionaries, recalls: “One particular storm left us deaf for a week. The noise of 
the wind, the pounding of the heavy sea, were indescribable. This storm was 
accompanied by thunder and lightning, but we could not hear the thunder for 
other sounds.” On one occasion the entire village was destroyed in a gale, and 
sheep were frequently blown over the cliffs into the sea below.

157



TALOSSA

On December 26, 1979, 14-year old Robert Ben Madison became an unlikely 
king when he announced that the nation of Talossa—really, his second-floor 
bedroom in a house on Milwaukee’s east side—had seceded from the United 
States. It is unlikely that the child-king could’ve foreseen what his fantasy 
would become, but 37 years later, the Kingdom of Talossa still exists and boasts 
a few hundred citizens from around the world. It has its own language, 
Talossan, spoken fluently by many of its citizens; a fully developed system of 
law; and a colorful, troubled history.
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NORTHERN CYPRUS

The beach is deserted. Neither he nor the woman says a thing, but with the 
synchronized instinct of two strangers gripped by the same desire, they stop 
and sit down in the fine-grained sand. She lights a Turkish cigarette. Above the 
fenceline behind them, the ghosts of Varosha—the elite of Europe, playboys 
and divas, film stars, professional gamblers, trust-fund rogues, crime bosses 
and heads of state—lounge on their high hotel balconies (the balconies have all 
collapsed), sipping Campari and soda or whisky sours and watching the 
constellations fizz up out of the sea like bubbles from sparkling wine.
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SAINT LUCIA

One last epiphany: A basic stone church in a thick valley outside Soufrière, the 
hills almost shoving the houses around into a brown river, a sunlight that looks 
oily on the leaves, a backward place, unimportant, and one now being 
corrupted into significance by this prose. The idea is not to hallow or invest the 
place with anything, not even memory. African children in Sunday frocks come 
down the ordinary concrete steps into the church, banana leaves hang and 
glisten, a truck is parked in a yard, and old women totter towards the entrance. 
Here is where a real fresco should be painted, one without importance, but one 
with real faith, mapless, Historyless.
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NEPAL

As a young girl growing up in her rural village, Mira endured a harsh life of 
poverty and hardship. At age 14, she ran away from home to join the Maoist 
rebel fighters in the jungle. Thanks to a chance encounter several years later, 
Mira eventually discovered the sport of ultrarunning and was quickly 
recognized as a prodigy. Without food, water, or proper equipment, Mira ran 
through hail and rain for more than 31 miles to win her first race.
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TUNISIA

One year ago, on December 17, a humble, cowed fruit-seller in a small, 
provincial city in Tunisia doused himself in paint thinner and set himself alight. 
The flames that eventually took his life had an effect he could not have 
foreseen, even in his wildest dreams: less than a month later, his country’s 
long-ruling tyrant had fled for his life and a democratic revolution would soon 
sweep across the Middle East. His death made him famous, an icon whose face 
adorns postage stamps and whose name — Mohamed Bouazizi — now stands 
for the hopes of a generation.
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CAMEROON

In the space of 90 minutes African football, once derided for being all about juju 
magic and Zairian defenders with a limited grasp of free-kick regulations, 
became credible. The result was celebrated not only in Cameroon, where 
impromptu street parties erupted across the nation and a reporter from the 
Telegraph wrote, intriguingly, that “a lady in a floral dress and turban did a 
hand-stand”, but across Africa and beyond. When they were finally knocked 
out a woman in Bangladesh committed suicide, writing that “the elimination of 
Cameroon means the end of my life”.
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MATABELELAND

Although many men settle down in the Colonies and make a home for 
themselves there, I verily believe that there is ever present in their minds the 
hope of some day re-visiting the shores of dear old Britain, where the happy 
days of their childhood have been spent. Under such circumstances, it would 
seem perfectly natural that they should wish to retaliate on the savages, who 
had put a stop to all trade, mining industry, and prosperity, which was just 
beginning to repay the large outlay of capital which had been sunk in the 
country.
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BELGIUM

Haring certainly lives on in Knokke, on the coast of Belgium, where one of his 
best murals graces the Casino near the center of the town. Palm Beach with a 
Flemish accent, Knokke-le-Zoute is a treasure of the European summer, sited 
between Amsterdam and Dunkirk, in Belgium, very near the Holland border. 
Of all the places where Haring worked, Knokke was his favourite, with the sole 
exception of New York. In the whole of his recorded voyaging, Knokke is the 
only place where, upon return, he jots down “home again”.
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GABON

It was the most extraordinary visit that one could ever possibly imagine. It 
began to unravel from the moment Jackson’s plane landed. The people thought 
Jackson would perform, but he had no intention of performing. His trip was 
being videotaped to work into a possible music video. In Oyem, when they 
found out he wasn’t going to perform, they went ballistic. They charged across 
the big public square and his people panicked. Once again they hauled him 
away, and raced back to the airport where the military could hold the crowds 
back.
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MACAU

A weed from Catholic Europe, it took root 
Between some yellow mountains and a sea, 
Its gay stone houses an exotic fruit 
A Portugal-cum-China oddity

Rococo images of saint and Saviour 
Promise its gamblers fortunes when they die, 
Churches alongside brothels testify 
That faith can pardon natural behaviour.

A town of such indulgence need not fear 
Those mortal sins by which the strong are killed 
And limbs and governments are torn to pieces.

Religious clocks will strike, the childish vices
Will safeguard the low virtues of the child 
And nothing serious can happen here.
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GREECE

The lab’s in Greece, he said. Greece? I said. Yeah, he answered: Greece. How 
about that. He paused, and I pictured this Greek lab for a few moments. I had a 
quite clear picture of it – only it was shedding, even as I held it in my mind, its 
modern, scientific ambiance and acquiring an ancient one instead: mutating 
into a grotto full of hecatombs and urns into which white-robed ministers 
served offerings of blood and flesh. Above these ministers, hovering beyond 
the smoke and vapour, a pantheon of gods sat around a long board table.
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UGANDA

The moonless, starless sky was bright the evening Eunice met Bosco in the 
forests of southern Sudan. Eunice had been kidnapped two weeks earlier from 
a school in a town called Aboke, in northern Uganda, by men who called 
themselves the Lord’s Resistance Army. Founded by a young man named 
Joseph Kony in 1987, the LRA was raiding villages in Uganda’s north and 
abducting children while routing the Ugandan army. Eunice was a thoughtful 
girl of fifteen with inquisitive eyes and closely cropped hair, and she had been 
visiting her older sister at a girls’ boarding school when rebels surrounded the 
building.
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AFGHANISTAN

The real fun began when a kite was cut. That was where the kite runners came 
in, those kids who chased the windblown kite drifting through the 
neighborhoods until it came spiraling down in a field, dropping in someone’s 
yard, on a tree, or a rooftop. The chase got pretty fierce; hordes of kite runners 
swarmed the streets. One year a neighborhood kid climbed a pine tree for a 
kite. A branch snapped under his weight and he fell thirty feet. Broke his back 
and never walked again. But he fell with the kite still in his hands.
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FRENCH POLYNESIA
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REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

When I was a young lad in the town of Sligo I read Thoreau’s essays and 
wanted to live in a hut on an island in Lough Gill called Innisfree. I wrote the 
poem in London when I was about twenty three. One day in the Strand I heard 
a little tinkle of water and saw in a shop window a little jet of water balancing a 
ball on the top; it was an advertisement, I think, for cooling drinks, but it set me 
thinking of Sligo and lake water.
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MAASAI

For years, the Maasai tribes of southern Kenya have hunted lions. This age-old 
tradition has a powerful and historic significance, representing the rite of 
passage from adolescence into manhood for young men within the tribes. Lion 
hunting is also carried out for the practical purpose of protecting valuable 
livestock. But with a sharp drop in the lion population, something had to be 
done to preserve the big cats as well as the customs of the Maasai people. One 
of the solutions cobbled together by a collective of conservation and local elder 
groups is the Maasai Olympics.
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BELARUS

The market is a typical one in this part of the world, where people spread out 
canvas, card or an item of clothing on the ground to sell various bits and bobs; 
cheap, Chinese-made consumer goods, or sometimes second-hand, agricultural 
produce. If I hadn’t been staying in this relatively posh hotel, I wouldn’t have 
seen any of this, and the sleight of hand that Minsk performs — a showcase of 
the Last Soviet Republic — would have worked on me entirely. I might have 
believed they really had built an egalitarian, affluent society genuinely 
different to that of contemporary Ukraine and Russia.
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ACEH

Let me list a few things that are common sights in the city: women in skinny 
jeans, women riding motorbikes however they damn please, punks sitting on 
the steps of the Tsunami Museum in leather and studs, young, fashionable 
people hanging out all night long. The hijab, known locally as a jilbab, is 
mandatory under Sharia Law, but plenty of women ignore the law entirely. 
Alcohol is banned outright, but even that doesn’t stop some of the city’s 
rebellious youths from sipping a beer out of paper bag under the hot tropical 
sun, in plain view of everyone.
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BRAZIL

Over at the motel, Pipsqueak walked down the second-flood corridor looking 
for victims. He wanted to rob, maim or kill someone – it didn’t matter who. 
The guests, frightened by the shots, locked their doors. Pipsqueak broke down 
the first, the second, and stormed the third after shooting the lock, like the 
heroes in American films. A couple awoke to discover they were being shot at, 
although the bullets only grazed them. He cleaned them out. He was trying to 
break into more rooms when he heard police sirens. He threw himself out of 
the window head-first.
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LIBYA

Benghazi! Just the sound of that name makes me want to throw up so violently 
I would set off a tidal wave that would flatten that damned city and all the 
villages round it. It all started there, like a devastating pandemic that infected 
the people’s souls like the Devil himself. I should have flattened it, on the first 
day of the insurgency, I should have hunted down its renegade insurgents alley 
by alley, house by house, and skinned them alive in public to bring every ill-
intentioned citizen to his senses and make him draw back from suffering the 
same fate.
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TAHITI

On Tahiti the breezes from forest and sea strengthen the lungs, they broaden 
the shoulders and hips. Neither men nor women are sheltered from the rays of 
the sun nor the pebbles of the sea-shore. Together they engage in the same 
tasks with the same activity or the same indolence. There is something virile in 
the women and something feminine in the men. This similarity of the sexes 
makes their relations easier. Men and women are comrades, friends rather than 
lovers, dwelling together almost without cease, in pain as in pleasure, and even 
the very idea of vice is unknown to them.
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TURKMENISTAN

This land is Turkmen territory in which Hydyr walks in beautiful deserts, 
Kowus walks in shadowy mountains, Kysas walks on the shrinking shore of 
the sea. In the blue sky of this land white geese and cranes prepare for wedding 
days, beautiful springs and summers come from the sky of this magical land, 
and clouds with rains and thunderbolts make the Turkmen homeland very 
green and contented. The happiness of the Turkmen Spring cannot fit into a 
Turkmen’s soul and the land and sky tell its story, the roses bloom from the 
stones.
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HITRA
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SOUTH AFRICA

Strikingly attractive and with a steely air, the 22-year-old Winnie caught the eye 
of Mandela at a Soweto bus-stop in 1957, starting a whirlwind romance that led 
to their marriage a year later. But with husband and wife pouring their energies 
into the fight against apartheid, the relationship struggled before being torn 
apart after six years when Mandela was arrested and sentenced to life in 
prison. Madikizela-Mandela later described her marriage as a sham and the 
birth of their two daughters as “quite coincidental” to her one true love – the 
struggle against white rule.
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ANGOLA

The contrast inside the palazzo is striking — paintings by Botticelli and Piero 
della Francesca juxtaposed with Chagas’ stylized photographs of found objects 
in the streets of the Angolan capital, Luanda. The apparent serenity of the 
photos disturbs art critic Eurydice Trichon. She says she wants something that 
reflects nearly three decades of war: “something more expressive, that accuses.. 
humanity”. Giovanna Tissi, a spokeswoman for the pavilion, responds that 
African artists have had enough of war. “They are really fed up with European 
culture that wants the African to talk and show the blood. We want them 
showing the blood, but they don’t want to.”
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SLOVAKIA

For a small Slovak town, Andy Warhol may be the key to rolling 15 minutes of 
fame into years of wealth. Medzilaborce, the birthplace of the American artist’s 
parents in the Carpathian mountains near Ukraine, is investing $1.3million to 
create “Warhol City,” replete with Campbell Soup bus stops that complement a 
museum in his honour, and a bronze statue. “We want to bring a little bit of 
pop art into the town’s soul,” said Medzilaborce mayor Mirko Kalinak. “It’s 
good not only for the city, but also for Slovakia, which will become more world 
famous thanks to his name.”
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MONGOLIA

Tuvshinjargal comes from a country where sumo is incredibly popular. 
Mongolian rikishi have dominated professional sumo for years; Mongolian 
superstar Hakuho broke the world record for total career wins. Many boys 
learn sumo alongside traditional wrestling, but amateur sumo isn’t covered in 
the Mongolian media, leaving female wrestlers permanently in the dark. 
People are often surprised to learn they exist. They’re even more surprised to 
see what these women can do. “They think that when I’m on this mat I look 
like a beast,” said 17-year-old Tuvshinjargal. “But when I step out of this 
building, I’m just a girl.”
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ENGLAND

After a few hours, the sky began to grow pale. There was little indication, as 
the June day crept stealthily among the branches of the trees, dispersing the 
mists that hung about the ice-cold, silent river, and lighting from the east the 
graceful facade of Willow Gables School for Girls, of the surprising nature of 
the ensuing twelve hours. Mary Beech, asleep in her bed, stirred uneasily as 
some unwelcome reminiscence strayed through her dreams; Margaret 
Tattenham, wan-eyed, slept exhausted. Light grew steadily: the sun lay far 
down in a sky that resembled a vast, deserted sea-shore.
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HELIGOLAND

There were benches along the sides of the room, with lovely dance-willing 
Heligoland girls. From the front, a Heligoland girl is very similar to an 
Oldenburg girl, ie. she seems to wear a dress similar to our girls. However, 
when the Heligoland girl turns around, one sees the scarlet skirt with a broad 
yellow band at the bottom. Soon we were in the dancing row as well and we 
tried to entertain our beautiful dancing partners, in the sweat of our faces. We 
had heard rumours about the virtuousness of the Heligoland girls and those 
rumours turned out to be true.
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PAKISTAN

Her name was Bo and she was the first girl I ever loved. I was ten years old, a 
shy skinny brown boy with a mop of brown curls, and Bo wasn’t just out of my 
league – she had descended from another universe. Bo was tall and beautiful, 
with sparkling white teeth and golden hair that swung in braids when she ran. 
I loved her but knew she would never be mine. She did not live in Luton, for a 
start, she was somewhat older than me, she was married and – the highest 
hurdle – she was white.
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PITCAIRN IS.

When most think of the South Pacific, images of swaying palm trees and white 
strips of soft sand come to mind. Pitcairn is nothing of the sort. Usually, 
proximity to the sea is calming, as though the continuum between land and sea 
provides a sense of freedom. While on Pitcairn, however, the height of the 
island, the lack of beaches, the towering cliffs, created a sense of 
claustrophobia; of entrapment. I remembered the story of the mutineers and 
empathised with the Tahitian women who tried to build a boat to escape their 
rugged confines. Like then, the ocean is still an insurmountable wall.
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CIRCASSIA

Zalumma Agra, ‘Star of the East’, was (at least according to Barnum) rescued 
from the slave markets of Constantinople. She was said to be the daughter of a 
prince from the mountainous region of the Black Sea. As the ‘purest’ type of 
white person, Circassian women were said to be the most beautiful on earth, 
prized by Turkish sultans for their harems. Zalumma Agra was a highly 
popular attraction at the American Museum. ”Circassian Beauties” became a 
mainstay of dime museums and side shows until the end of the nineteenth 
century, attracting white audiences fascinated by the ‘exotic East’.
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WEST PAPUA

“The night we left there was a thunderstorm. An engine of the boat broke. My 
brother had a compass but that didn’t help much. We followed the stars and 
moon – how our parents taught us – and we hoped. I thought that we wouldn’t 
make it. On the sixth day we could see a little dot far away. The dot became 
bigger. It was Cape York in Queensland. When we arrived in Australia we 
hadn’t eaten for six days.” On shore, they unfurled a banner saying ‘Save West 
Papua From Genocide. One People, One Soul’. They were circled by customs 
helicopters.
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TOKELAU

The last of children sent for inati stagger off up the path clutching armfuls of 
tuna. A truck trundles by with banana leaves for compost. Not a truck, the 
truck. A child husks coconut on a spear. Someone carts a load of sand 
somewhere, the bucket swinging from a notched carry-stick lying across his 
shoulder. The carver sheathes his adze in a coconut husk and chews a chunk of 
fish. The shopkeeper lady walks by, swinging a bunch of keys with a certain 
ostentation on an island where there are few locks.
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TAIWAN

Grandma believed that wang ba referred to a turtle. Now this turtle represents 
any one of those johns who, after going for his share of romps in the 
whorehouse, starts to really hit it off with one particular prostitute. So wang ba 
dan, under normal circumstances, refers to the illegitimate child of the 
prostitute and the turtle. Now if I curse my father as a wang ba dan, this will 
make me a turtle grandson, and if we follow this logical progression, it will 
make my grandparents a turtle and a hooker. This explanation truly enriched 
my knowledge of the world.
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CORSICA

A Corsican is bound to his village by ties that he feels to be magical and sacred. 
The village is a part of himself, an extension of his being. All through life, even 
when making a career in distant lands, he will cherish the memory of his 
birthplace where he intends to retire and to die. One young couple of my 
acquaintance confided to me that whenever they were separated from their 
village for any appreciable length of time they were haunted by dreams of it 
being overwhelmed by catastrophe: earthquake, flood or fire.

193



DENMARK

Early in 1997, Rukov received a telephone call. At last, two years after the 
publication of this vexatious manifesto, Lars von Trier was himself about to 
make a ‘Dogme film’. The two men met and talked for four hours. Trier’s 
scenario was simple: a group of youngish people live together in a large house, 
under the leadership of a fellow called ‘Stoffer’. They venture out together, into 
society, and they behave like mentally retarded people. Then, rather like 
‘seventies people’, engaged in some socio-political communal project, they 
come home and discuss what they’ve done.
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GREENLAND

Roger sat down on a snowbank. At least, he thought it was a snowbank. He was 
tired. He had been helping his big brother, Hal, build an igloo. Roger shivered. 
“It’s as cold as Greenland,” he called. He had often heard people say that, even 
in New York. Why didn’t they say “cold as Alaska” or “cold as Siberia”? He 
asked Hal about it. “Because Greenland is about the coldest spot on earth,” Hal 
said. “It’s closest to the North Pole. Besides it wears a cap of ice two miles 
thick. That’s why you’re shivering right now. Because you’re in Greenland.”
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BASHKORTOSTAN

Ufa had an opera house, and, one New Year’s Eve, Nureyev’s mother bought a 
single ticket to the ballet and sneaked her whole family in, including the seven-
year-old Rudolf. He later said that it was that night, as he watched “The Song 
of the Cranes,” a sort of Bashkirian “Swan Lake,” that he received the call. His 
older sister Rosa sometimes brought home costumes for him to look at. “I 
would spread them out on the bed and gaze at them,” he later recalled. “I 
would fondle them for hours, smooth them and smell them… I was like a dope 
addict.”
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ANTIGUA & BARBUDA

When we got home my mother started to prepare our lunch (pumpkin soup 
with droppers, banana fritters with salt fish stewed in antroba and tomatoes, 
fungi with salt fish stewed in antroba and tomatoes, or pepper pot, all 
depending on what my mother had found at market that day). As my mother 
went about from pot to pot, stirring one, adding something to the other, I was 
ever in her wake. As she dipped into a pot of boiling something or other to 
taste for correct seasoning, she would give me a taste of it also, asking me what 
I thought.
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KAZAKHSTAN

I started to read about the country, and occasionally I came across people who 
had been there: a woman who had gone to the northern steppe to see the tens 
of thousands of pink flamingos that migrate to the salt lakes in the summer; a 
couple who had spent an idyllic ten days walking in unspoilt, empty 
mountains where the wild tulips bloom; an oiler who worked on a rig in the 
Caspian and who had been stitched up by the police for an exit visa; a couple 
who adopted a Kazakh baby.
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WALES

Where should I start, Ebbw Vale is one of the chav capitols of the South Wales 
Valleys!!! For a town with a population of around 29000 there are only 3 pubs in 
the town centre and is subsequently a brewing pot for fights, and there are 
fights galore!!!!! Every neanderthal in the town just seems to want to fight, with 
anything and everything, from picking fights with bins to fighting with the 
boys in the local kebab shops. Ebbw Vale has recently gained a brothel, nice. All 
in all, Ebbw ain’t the worst place in the world, but it ain’t no paradise either.
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CHAGOS IS.

Smack-dab in the center of the Indian Ocean, the windswept, remote Chagos 
Archipelago is surprisingly devoid of surf spots. Most of its coralline structures 
are submerged reefs, and of its seven above-water atolls, Diego Garcia is the 
most well known, home to a USA/UK Navy and Marines installation. The only 
way you can access Diego Garcia is by joining the military, but you still won’t 
be able to surf there. The atoll is strictly off-limits to the public, and it’s actually 
illegal to surf, even for the troops who are stationed there.
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CZECH REPUBLIC

You take a kitchen-mallet
and a knife
and hit
the right spot, so it doesn’t jerk, for
jerking means only complications and reduces profit.

And the watchers already narrow their eyes, already admire the
dexterity,
already reach for their purses. And paper is ready
for wrapping it up. And smoke rises from chimneys.
And Christmas peers from windows, creeps along the ground
and splashes in barrels.

Such is the law of happiness.

I am just wondering if the carp is the right creature.
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CORNWALL

Get the bins on them, get the bins on them. Looking for the hint of red that 
must be there: there’s not an atom of red on a jackdaw. And finding it: yes, 
choughs. A bird so Cornish that it supports the Cornish coast of arms. And 
here’s a strange thing: there were no choughs in Cornwall when I was young. I 
looked for them when I first came to Cornwall, in all my innocence, trying to 
believe that at least some of the cliff-loving jackdaws were really choughs, not 
knowing that choughs had gone extinct in Cornwall years ago.

202



AMERICAN SAMOA

When an American Samoan is finished with a can or a box or a bag, he or she 
flings it aside. In the past such items were palm fronds and coconut husks and 
banana peels: biodegradable. These days the trash is beginning to accumulate. 
The island is noisy,  vandalised, and all somehow familiar – it is the fat, 
wasteful American-style conspicuousness epitomised by much too big, much 
too expensive, rusted cars. Greedy, wasteful, profligate and  proprietorial, 
American Samoans are living on large handouts, forever pushing supermarket 
shopping carts full of junk food, packages and cans, the Cheez Ball diet of fat-
bellied Polynesia.
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ALEUTIAN IS.

Last January on Unalaska Island, Suzi Golodoff poured herself a hot cup of 
coffee, pulled on her boots, and stepped outside. She was immediately 
assaulted. “I’m pretty sure they were watching me leave the house, saw I had 
something in my mug, and waited,” she said. “I could have lost a finger.” But 
she didn’t. She was one of the lucky ones. Her assailants were bald eagles –
 Haliaeetus leucocephalus – or Dutch Harbor pigeons, as they’re known around 
this fishing port in the Aleutian chain on the edge of the Bering Sea.
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NORTHERN IRELAND

I went out to the front doorway of the hall, where one of the organisers stood 
with a drink in his hand. He was looking at Slieve Gullion, the mountain 
beyond Forkhill. This, he said, was the most wonderful place in the world. 
Look out there. We stood there together as hints of darkness bore down on 
Slieve Gullion. He loved the way the light made the colours different every 
single day. There was nowhere else like it. The Brits hadn’t touched Slieve 
Gullion yet. He wouldn’t be responsible for what he did if they put a lookout 
tower on Slieve Gullion.

205



HAITI

Haiti summed up just about everything that Graham Greene required in a 
foreign destination, especially one that he intended as the setting for a novel. It 
was distressed; tropical, ramshackle, overcrowded, poor and on the brink of 
civil war. It was governed by a bogeyman. It was famous for its brothels and its 
slums and its weird expressions of religious faith – Catholicism and a 
mishmash of African ritual. Its women, especially its prostitutes, were 
celebrated for their beauty. Add to this Voodoo, political tyranny, rum punch 
and sunshine, and the result is an agreeable and colourful horror.
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BALEARIC IS.

Tanit was the Carthaginian goddess of sexuality, a voluptuous and sensual 
creature often portrayed sitting cross-legged as if meditating, lightly draped in 
folded, diaphanous garments that did little to cover her full, womanly figure. 
She was the first patron goddess of the island and an altogether more earthy 
protector than Mary of the Snows. The warmth of her tactile reputation, which 
encouraged a physical ritual of worship more recently imitated in the kind of 
orgiastic suburban parties that used to excite tabloid readers in the 1970s, was 
balanced by her other role as the goddess of death.
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SEALAND

Due to the current international situation and other factors, visits to the 
Principality of Sealand are not normally permitted.  Accordingly, the 
application list for visas is for the time being closed. Emergency or other special 
circumstances suggesting that a visit might be appropriate require prior 
approval from the Bureau of Internal Affairs (burint@sealandgov.org), 
SEALAND, 1001 (c/o Sealand Post Bag, IP11 9SZ, UK) and may be considered 
by making written application. All requests are carefully considered but it is 
highly unlikely that permission to submit a visa application would be granted.
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CONGO DR.

The girl was an important figure in Congo. She cured moods, I had been told. 
She conveyed pleasure. She gave life to abundant families. She was coy, 
rebellious; tolerated, taught to be fickle and so cantankerous that it would seem 
nothing could possibly appease this girl until her man drew her closer, 
produced extravagant gifts and satisfied the restlessness. The acting was 
hyperbolic and overt. The girl knew to extract the maximum. At any given time 
the Congolese girl kept five men whom she referred to as “offices.” The office 
that went the full distance was either the wealthiest or the most cunning.
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SICILY

Don Corleone: I understand. You found paradise in America, you had a good trade, 
you made a good living. The police protected you and there were courts of law. You 
didn’t need a friend like me. But, now you come to me, and you say: “Don Corleone, 
give me justice.” But you don’t ask with respect. You don’t offer friendship. You don’t 
even think to call me Godfather. Instead, you come into my house on the day my 
daughter is to be married, and you ask me to do murder for money.

Bonasera: I ask for justice.
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CRIMEA

She was an untouched angel. Innocent of the world, and yet he recognised the 
weariness in her green eyes. Her caramel-brown hair had been artfully 
arranged with sprigs of jasmine, while her gown was purest white. He’d seen 
so much death and war in the past few months, he felt the need to protect 
something fragile and good. Soon enough, he’d have to go back to the Crimean 
Peninsula. He’d have to face the demons and ghosts he’d left behind, and, 
more than likely, a bullet would end his life.
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SCOTLAND

My father, when he was into his eighties, would risk severe injury to himself by 
demonstrating how ‘Hooky’ Leonard used to bring down the ball and pass it in 
one sweeping movement. Stiff, puffed out, and suffering from angina, Joe 
Ferguson would stand precariously on one leg, balancing himself against the 
table, stretch out the other creaking limb till near waist height, and pull down 
an imaginary ball – which was gracefully passed out to the right wing 
(somewhere between the armchair and the television set). It mattered to him. 
James Leonard, one of Cowdenbeath’s legendary heroes, was simply peerless. 
A genius. A folk hero. When will we see his likes again?
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SEBORGA

Declaring himself His Serene Highness Giorgio I, Carbone was elected Prince 
of Seborga by villagers in 1963 and remained head of state until he died, 
childless, in 2009. His successor, huge-foreheaded Swiss-born hosiery heir 
Marcello Menegatto, was crowned in 2010 — after beating by 22 votes his 
competitor in a 156-vote village-wide election. Protected by his blue-bereted 
Corpo della Guardia, Prince Marcello presides over a court of white-robed 
knights. His German wife is Seborga’s foreign minister. Queen Elizabeth of 
England received the pair formally in 2011. And hey, Burkina Faso has 
recognized Seborga as an independent state since 1998.
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GORNO-BADAKHSHAN

To the left is Karakul, an impact-crater lake ranking among the highest in the 
world, and to the right the Chinese border. The air is cool even in August and, 
in winter, border guards can be seen on donkeys hauling supplies between 
checkpoints covered in snow. Everything’s quiet except the wind and the 
engine of whatever one drives. Slipping through the last pass before the plunge 
towards Kyrgyz cities like Sary Tash and Osh, if you look back you’ll catch a 
last glimpse of the horizon, scattered peaks, and drop-offs navigated by Marco 
Polo sheep — and it really is like being on the roof of everything.
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ECUADOR

and along Alcivar the people already crammed inside the bus will be forced to 
stomach another round of house painters, domestics, fruit peddlers, hop in, 
people, lots of room in the back, and at least one of them will fake a panic 
attack to snatch a decent seat, a panic attack that will further dispirit everyone 
because those who disbelieve its authenticity will jostle with those who are 
trying to make room for the poor old woman who’s having the panic attack, 
and their sweat will not drip on the tin ridged floor but will be absorbed by 
thousands of pores that will regurgitate the smell of their daylong labors.

215



MALI

Timbuktu is a spare and elegiac film. It tells the story of a  close-knit Tuareg 
cattle-herding family who – after a fatal dispute between the family patriarch, 
Kidane, and a fisherman who kills his cow called ‘GPS’  –  get drawn into a 
wider cataclysm. In 2012, Al Qaeda-linked jihadists took over vast swathes of 
Northern Mali and introduced a brutal form of Islam intolerant of Mali’s 
mystical, ascetic and deeply musical Sufi traditions. People were lashed; video 
games, music and football were banned; and, in Timbuktu, they destroyed 
parts of a 15th-century mosque and mausoleums of revered holy men.
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GALAPAGOS

Where the Galapagos Islands lie today there once stretched an unbroken 
expanse of the Pacific until a time, many millions of years ago, when the sea 
there began to seethe and simmer. The earth’s crust was pierced, and matter 
continuously gushed forth from the glowing bowels of our planet. Lava and 
scoriae piled up on the ocean bed until one day spewing volcanoes raised their 
peaks above the brawling sea. So were the Galapagos born. Often, when the 
mountains once more shot their flames into the heavens, the painfully 
conquered earth was lost again.
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SYRIA

Once you start talking about Damascus you must be careful not to founder, for 
Damascus is a sea of stories. The city knows that, so for all the Arab love of 
winding streets and alleys it retains a single Straight Street, which is called just 
that. It is the guideline and point of reference for every walk and every story. If 
the countless bends in the winding alleys confuse you, then you can always 
turn back to Straight Street. It’s an outsize compass that for over three 
thousand years has shown people the way from east to west.
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BARBADOS

The 27-year-old woman in front of me is not the provocative, wild hip-hop 
prom queen, the sexy girl allegedly at the center of a jealous, bottle-throwing 
brawl in a nightclub, nor the habitué of L.A. and New York hot spots 1Oak and 
Up & Down. Nor is she the woman who has been described as badass, 
shocking, naughty, tough—pictured in tabloids and online with various 
rumored rapper/actor/athlete boyfriends. She is elegant, funny, 
straightforward, and downright horrified (and laughs hysterically) at all of the 
rumors I toss at her.
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ROMANIA

How old is she? the chair of judges asks the coach, unable to believe her eyes. 
The reply – fourteen – sends a shiver up her spine. What that young girl has 
achieved blasts away any progression of numbers, words and images. It defies 
understanding. There’s no way of classifying what has just happened. She 
tosses gravity over her shoulder, her tiny frame carving itself a space in the air. 
The scoreboard gyrates slowly from left to right, from the judges towards the 
audience, showing the number 1 that should read 10. The judges have become 
spectators. They weep and applaud the girl sitting next to her coach. 
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ST PIERRE & MIQUELON

For a full century, catching cod supported the windswept colony of transplants 
from Brittany, Normandy and the Basque region as they fished from the 
seemingly endless bounty. Daily catches were salted and shipped across the 
globe, putting St. Pierre on the map as the cod capital of the French-speaking 
world. Its temperamental weather, too, earned St. Pierre a second moniker: the 
cemetery of shipwrecks. There were so many wrecks during the height of the 
fishing industry, locals believe that the vast amounts of drowned detritus 
created the 12km-long isthmus connecting the northern part of Miquelon—
Grande Miquelon—to the southern portion, Langlade.
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IRAQ

Marwan and I would chase the coffins. We would wait for them to reach the 
turning off the main road. The war was in its fourth year by this point. The 
coffins were wrapped in the flag and tied firmly to the tops of cars that came 
from the front. We wanted to be like grown-ups who, when a coffin passed by, 
would stand and raise their hands solemnly and sadly. We would salute the 
dead like them. But when the death car turned a corner, we would race after it 
down the muddy lanes.
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SOMALILAND

On a traffic island in the middle of Somaliland’s capital city, Hargeisa, is the 
rusting shell of fighter jet shot down in 1988. It stands on a brick platform 
above a colourful mural depicting a man hoisting the national flag and a 
woman carrying a baby on her back, surrounded by scenes of death and 
violence. Around the base of the monument a whirlwind of dust and confusion 
is whipped up by traffic, crowds, and mobile phone chatter and construction 
noise. Advertising boards vie for attention with the market traders; goats feed 
on discarded vegetables; men rush to afternoon prayers.
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LUHANSK PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC

You would always know when you were entering Luhansk People’s Republic, 
the Russian-backed separatist statelet in east Ukraine. It was the point that the 
sunflower fields turned into an apocalyptic mass of metal. Rusting factories the 
size of planets – some working, some not – marked the entry point into a new, 
strange world. It was the frontier of wild and gruesome lands. Few journalists 
ever made it past. Three and a half years into the conflict, Luhansk’s reputation 
as a wild outpost remains as true as ever. For the last three days, it has been 
embroiled in one of its most bizarre chapters. 
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NEWFOUNDLAND
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JERSEY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20ufdv9Paz4

226



COLOMBIA

The year I turned 90, I wanted to give myself the gift of wild love with an 
adolescent virgin. I thought of Rosa Cabarcas, the brothel owner. “You ask the 
impossible, my mad scholar,” she said. But I implored her and she promised to 
ring back within the hour. I’m ugly, shy and anachronistic, and I live alone in 
the house where my parents lived, scraping by on a meagre pension from my 
mediocre career as a journalist. And I have never been to bed with a woman 
without paying. In short, I am without merit or brilliance.
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UNITED STATES
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BELIZE

Belize is great!
Wish I had more work to do…
But I am having a great experience…
I wish you could have this opportunity. 
Peace out!

The fishing in Belize is great 
Belize is great for diversity
Belize is great in numbers,
Belize is great for the Army
Belize is great for the outdoor lover

You’ll find protected natural habitats
as well as coral reefs and rainforests.
Fish and mammals abound

The ripe papaya in Belize
is great with crushed ice,
and mashed with a fork
to a pulpy consistency,
then a liberal dose of 
Condensed Milk from Europe
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KARPATALJA

KIEV (Reuters)   – Ukraine said it would investigate possible separatist 
activities in a team of ethnic Hungarian football players from Ukraine who 
won a tournament billed as an alternative to the World Cup in Russia. Ukraine 
is battling a Russian-backed insurgency in its eastern Donbass region but has 
also squabbled with its other neighbours about the rights of its Hungarian, 
Romanian and Polish minorities. “I call on the Security Service of Ukraine to 
respond appropriately to such a frank act of sporting separatism,” Sports 
Minister Ihor Zhdanov wrote on Facebook. Zhdanov said the team organiser 
should also be investigated for ties with separatist and terrorist groups.
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TAMIL EELAM

On the island we have left there are stirrings and then outright bloodlettings. 
There is a new group. The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam coalesced around a 
Leader who is ruthless, unafraid of death. They are calling for secession, for a 
separate homeland. They desire a long curving slice of land along the northern 
and eastern coasts of the island. They call it Eelam. They are willing to kill and 
die for the maternal comfort of this homeland, for the possibility of belonging. 
The government too is willing to send Sinhala soldiers to kill and die to protect 
this sliver of contested homeland.
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MAURITIUS

It is curious that a bird without wings can exist on an island. Experts belief the 
dodo could fly but once it got to Mauritius it chose not to; it had a strange 
reverse evolution of trying to achieve flightlessness. Curiouser and curiouser 
are claims springing from around 1990 that the dodo still exists – including one 
from Harry Potter  author  J. K. Rowling who fictionally claimed the dodo is 
alive and well, but it is called the Diricawl by wizards. This magical bird can 
vanish and reappear elsewhere, leading muggles (non-magical humans) to 
believe it is extinct.
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SOMALIA

She loathed this discrimination between the sexes: the idea that boys lift up the 
prestige of the family and keep the family’s name alive. Even a moron-male 
cost twice as much as two women in terms of blood-compensation. As many as 
twenty or thirty camels are allotted to each son. The women, however, have to 
wait until their fates give them a new status in life: the status of marriage. A 
she-camel is given to the son, as people say ‘tied to his navel’ as soon as he is 
born. ‘Maybe God prefers men to women,’ she told herself.
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SWITZERLAND

It is true that certain similar phenomena saw the light of day (or night) in 
different parts of the globe, and that the general label of ‘Dada’ can be applied 
to all of them. But it was only in one of these that the magic fusion of 
personalities and ideas took place which is essential to the formation of a 
movement. The peculiarly claustrophobic and tense atmosphere of neutral 
Switzerland in the middle of the Great War supplied an appropriate 
background. The Swiss Dada movement, which carried others after it and with 
it, began in Zurich at the Cabaret Voltaire, at the beginning of 1916.
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KUWAIT

Then came a moment that continues to haunt Kuwaiti football to this day. As 
the match trudged to its inevitable conclusion, Giresse scored what looked to 
be a legitimate fourth for France. The Kuwaitis claimed offside. The referee 
signalled a goal. Perceiving an injustice, the head of the Kuwaiti Football 
Federation, Sheikh Fahad Al Ahmad Al Sabah made his way down to the pitch 
to remonstrate with the match officials. Al Sabah, threatening to abandon the 
match, gestured to the Kuwaiti players to walk off the pitch. The referee, 
astonishingly, reversed his decision and the match was resumed with a drop 
ball.
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KARELIA

In Rubchoila village, the sun’s faint orb hangs low in the December sky. 
Stepping out into the biting cold, the septuagenarian pulls his hat a little lower, 
buttons up a red tunic and begins tramping down the lane of packed snow that 
forms Rubchoila’s main street. Vasiljev is Russian, Karelian and passionate 
about the preservation of the region’s traditional culture. “This soil on which 
you are walking has been fought over for centuries,” he says, stopping beside 
an ornate wooden cottage. “Karelia is often described as a battlefield lying 
between East and West. And, for some people, the struggle over Karelia still 
goes on.”
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AZERBAIJAN

Both the land and the oil fields looked their age. The earth for miles seemed 
bare, wrinkled and worn out with time. The pumps on wells, already more 
than eighty years old, drew up oil from great depths, their pistons moving with 
the slow trance-like motion of things near the end of their days. Not even in 
Texas have I seen so many derricks crowded in so small a space. Then 
suddenly nearer the city the earth seemed to revive. It was covered with yellow 
flowers, grass appeared on the dunes, trees full of light and colour came into 
view.
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NORTHERN MARIANA IS.

Dear Saipan: Please make it stop. On behalf of myself and my brothers and 
sisters who are out here in Hawaii and scattered throughout the world, we ask 
that you take it easy on us. We only leave the island just so we can go and 
better ourselves to come back and better you. I know, I know it’s not your fault 
but I just cannot take this anymore. I am tired of fighting and hearing people 
complain. I know that this is such a bad time right now, which is why I’m 
taking my time to write this piece out.
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SRI LANKA

Another question. Why am I chasing a man who played only four test matches 
for Sri Lanka? A man who denied me interviews, delighted me on occasion, 
disappointed those he played with, and disappeared three years ago. A man 
whose name is remembered by a minority smaller than our tribal Veddah 
population. I ask myself this right after my bath and my morning tea. My tea is 
taken milk-less with three teaspoons of sugar and five tablespoons of Old 
Reserve. As you will soon see, I take arrack with a lot of things.
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DJIBOUTI

DJIBOUTI, Monday, June 27 (AP)—The Republic of Djibouti became Africa’s 
49th independent state at 12:01 A.M. today, and found itself faced with major 
challenges from the start. The tiny new nation has no army, less than one 
square mile of arable land and no resources except sand, salt and 20,000 
camels. The French, who ruled the country, the Territory of Afars and Iassas, for 
115 years, will maintain a 6,500-man military force here and will continue to 
provide about $142 million a year in aid, along with the technicians and 
administrators to keep the new republic running.

240



SWEDEN

Welcome to rural Sweden, sometime in the late ’80s. Citizens go about their 
mundane lives and children explore the countryside. But something isn’t quite 
right. Robots and hovercrafts are commonplace, and decaying science facilities 
sprout from the harsh Scandinavian landscape. There’s even a rumor 
circulating that dinosaurs have returned from the dead after some failed 
experiment.

*

It was Sweden’s first televised crime. Updates were broadcast constantly. For 
six days, Olsson and his accomplice would put four hostages through a living 
hell, but the public, in front of their TVs, scrutinized and questioned the 
hostages  — especially one woman in particular, Kristin Enmark. 
Everything  Enmark reportedly did was not what anyone expected from a 
hostage: She said she was more afraid of the police than the robbers. She 
pleaded with the prime minister of Sweden to let her leave with the robbers in 
their getaway car. When the robbers were finally prosecuted, she refused to 
testify against them. And years after the robbery, she had a relationship with 
one of them. To the public, the robbers’ behavior made sense, but Enmark’s 
behavior? It was a mystery. Eventually, she was diagnosed by the psychologist 
and criminologist Nils Bejerot with a disease he coined: Stockholm Syndrome.
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BORNHOLM

What disappointments wait for us in harbour-towns. As we approach them we 
are captivated, from afar, by buildings and by vegetation. Usually when we 
make a landfall we are in a mood so unexacting that the works of man and 
those of Nature can be commonplace and rouse our admiration. Petersen and I 
resolved that we would keep entirely cool as we were drawing to Ronne, the 
metropolis of Bornholm. We would not permit our blood to circulate more 
swiftly on account of what we saw, the masts of many sailing vessels as they 
jerked a little to and fro; a formidable, ancient warehouse of red brick behind 
them and a tawny-coloured lighthouse of cement, which rose out of a garden, 
and the pyramid of houses with a church of rugged whiteness and some other 
steeples and among them everywhere the trees and pine-trees over all the 
coastland to the north and heather on the rolling sandhills to the south. We 
would not be seduced by these attractions and then find, on walking through 
the streets of Ronne, that there was no real beauty in the place.
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NAMIBIA

The Bushmen are short in stature and have a light, almost yellow skin which 
has a tendency to wrinkle. Their handsome appearance stems from their high 
cheekbones and beautiful almond-shaped eyes. Adult women are famous for 
their sizeable buttocks. The Bushmen are not a tribe: their traditional culture is 
centred on a band which comprises between 25 and 60 members. Each band 
forms an autonomous unit. The men are the hunters. Their most lethal weapon 
is the poisoned arrow. They target their prey with amazing accuracy.

*

It seems more like a mirage than real life — lions stalking seals along a 
dazzling white sand strand that wouldn’t look out of place in the Caribbean. 
But the sand dunes towering a hundred meters behind the shore and the fact 
there’s nothing man-made – other than shipwrecks – for a hundred miles in 
every direction indicate that there’s something very different about this section 
of Namibia’s 1,570 kilometer coastline. That’s the allure of the Skeleton Coast, a 
destination that blows away preconceived notions about what Africa should 
be. Where the unexpected is a daily occurrence, and civilization is practically 
nonexistent. It’s probably as close as our planet gets to the mythical “end of the 
Earth.”
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CURACAO

There are many things about the island of Curaçao that are hard to describe 
until you visit in person. Take, for instance, the colour blue. As we looked out 
from the shore we saw blues of all hues — aqua, turquoise, royal, cerulean — 
and more. Curaçao is famous for its blue, from the various colours of its 
crystal-clear waters to the popular liqueur called Blue Curaçao, which is 
produced from a locally grown — and decidedly orange-colored — citrus fruit 
called the laraha. Whether you’re looking through the lens of a scuba mask or 
into a cocktail glass while admiring the tropical sunset, Curaçao’s got the 
perfect shade of blue.

*

Originally created on the island of Curaçao in the 19th century, the liqueur is 
actually the successful byproduct of a failed endeavor: By the time the island 
colony was ceded to the Dutch in 1811, the sweet, Valencia oranges, originally 
planted by Spanish explorers in the 16th century, had become inedible and 
bitter—the trees being ill-suited to the island’s tropical climate and arid soil. 
The fruit peels, however, made a perfect base for the island’s namesake 
Curaçao, which would grow rapidly in popularity over the coming decades.
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BOTSWANA

It seems like only yesterday when Mpule Kwelagobe put Botswana on the map 
by winning the coveted Miss Universe pageant at the tender age of 19. Many 
Batswana who were there to witness it will remember how the nation united in 
their celebration of Mpule’s victory. The very first Motswanan celebrity to 
attain international fame at that level, celebrity the likes of which today’s stars 
can only dream. A star was born! Batswana’s spirits were lifted and fittingly, 
when she made her way back to Botswana, countless excited  fans descended 
upon Gaborone’s Sir Seretse Khama International Airport to give Mpule a 
welcome fit for the queen that she was. To this day, Batswana hold Mpule in 
very high regard and have a soft spot for her.

*

When Botswana’s chiefs asked for independence in the mid-Sixties, the British 
responded: “You must be very brave or very foolish.” In 1966, the country had 
just seven miles of paved roads and barely 100 secondary school graduates. 
“Botswana’s economy depended on subsistence farming and cattle,” says 
Professor Part T. Mgadla of Botswana University. “I used to go to school 
barefoot – we were taught under trees with the blackboard on an easel.”
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GAMBIA

As a skinny, hot-headed teenager growing up in the Bronx, Ali Cham used rap 
as a safety valve to blow off steam about social injustices. He listened to Nas 
and Lupe Fiasco, and his own run-ins with the police inspired his 
lyrics. Cham’s friends called him AC. His Gambian parents, who’d moved to 
the US when he was 4, were disapproving when he added an E to the 
nickname and became Ace. Then he began skipping school to take part in rap 
battles, where friends would cheer him on. “Ace is a killer,” they’d yell. By the 
time Cham started calling himself Killa Ace, his parents decided it was time to 
return home. For a teenager stepping off a plane from New York, everything 
about Africa’s smallest country was a shock. “The situation in Gambia is crazy, 
especially if you come from an environment where you are free,” said Cham, 
wearing his usual baseball cap over his crown of spiky locs. “You can’t even 
have a conversation and say the president’s name out loud without somebody 
becoming scared. You have to use codes to say the president’s name.” That 
president, Yahya Jammeh, has ruled with an iron fist for 22 years.
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TUVALU

A thin white smile curves across the blank face of the South Pacific Ocean, 
more than a mile below. A little lower, the whiteness resolves into an arc of 
breakers, and the tiny turboprop heads straight for them. Only at the last 
moment does a filament of land seem to emerge from the ocean. We touch 
down at Funafuti International Airport, Tuvalu’s only functioning airstrip, 
interrupting a soccer match on the runway. The islands of Tuvalu, scattered 
over 500,000 square miles of equatorial ocean midway between Hawaii and 
Australia, appear so wispy and are so low-lying, no more than 15 feet above 
sea level, that it’s easy to visualize the waves just washing over them. It’s 
November, cyclone season, and I anxiously scan the area for high ground and 
finally settle on an unfinished three-story government building. My uneasiness 
is stoked by dire pronouncements that Tuvalu’s leaders have been making for 
more than a decade. The planet’s fourth-smallest nation, they say, faces 
extinction because of climate change. Rising seas and deadly storms have 
reportedly started to swamp the islands, and fears are growing that Tuvalu will 
be uninhabitable or may vanish entirely within a few decades.
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CABINDA

From the moment he fell in love with Maria, the journey had taken a different 
turn. He was enamoured of her, but also of nature that was all around. Albino 
was experiencing something strong, something very deep. Relationships with 
people were no longer in any way the same. He no longer wanted to go back to 
the city. And Maria was funny too and had a fight for the art of painting and 
using colour. Sometimes, she would draw the moment they had just shared on 
a piece of wood, and then erase it so as not to offend others who might look at 
it.

*

A few miles north of the Congo River, the sun is sinking into the South Atlantic. 
Standing in miniature silhouettes against the orange glow are the palm trees 
and American-operated oil wells of the Cabinda coast, in Angola’s 
northernmost province. While we watch the sunset, a man speaks to me in the 
rising and falling rhythms of Caribbean-accented Spanish. ”The most beautiful 
and wonderful thing,” the trim military officer in combat fatigues and a jaunty 
red beret says, ”is for a Cuban to do his internationalist duty.”
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SINGAPORE

Choking, dense, impenetrable, the black smoke lay pall-like over the dying city. 
Every building, every office block and house, the intact and the bomb-shattered 
alike, was invested by it, swathed in the dark anonymity of its gently swirling 
cocoon. Every street, every alley, every dock-side basin was full of it, drowned 
by it. It lay everywhere, sulphurous and evil, scarcely moving in the soft airs of 
the tropical night.

*

Singaporean teenager Amos Yee has revealed that he has finally found a girl he 
loves and who loves him back, in a Facebook post  yesterday.  Yee, who is 
presently in the US having received asylum in the States, bragged that his 
girlfriend is intelligent and good-looking and expressed that finding his 
girlfriend is one of the best things that has ever happened to him. The 19-year-
old also revealed that his relationship with his new girlfriend is his first-ever 
romantic relationship and he attributed his singleness so far to being different 
from what society loves. Yee encouraged his followers and indicated that this 
new development in his life is evidence that good things also happen to those 
who are themselves.
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JUAN FERNANDEZ IS.

Selkirk’s life on the island away from humans was an interesting episode. 
Initially, he settled along the shores of the island where he ate spiny lobsters 
and checked the ocean daily for any help. During this time he suffered 
loneliness, misery, and remorse. The sea lions that came to the beach for their 
mating season pushed him to the interior of the island. His life improved once 
he moved to the interior of the island. He could access more food with feral 
goats who were introduced by earlier sailors providing him with milk and 
meat. The cabbage leaves and dried pepper berries provided spices for his 
food. He would be attacked at night by rats but he would domesticate feral cats 
which helped him keep away the rats. He was able to build two huts from 
pepper tree of which one he used as his kitchen and the other as a bedroom. 
When his clothes wore out, he made new ones from goat skin. He found 
comfort from reading the bible and singing psalms. During his stay on the 
island, two Spanish vessels came to anchor but he could not risk being 
captured.
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ESTONIA

The centre of Purksi was a dusty square formed by the school, the culture hall, 
and the old workshops at the far end. At the back of the culture hall was 
Gorbyland, the basement bar named after Mikhail Gorbachev, whose attempts 
to curb the pervasive Soviet alcoholism were considered mildly amusing. By 
the road coming into the village was an old Soviet shop, selling some food, pots 
and pans, exercise books, shoes if they got a consignment, and ancient Russian 
jars of jams and pickles with rusty lids and falling-off labels.

*

When I got there, it was evening, and the sun was down, and the sea was 
already still and flat. And I saw mirrored on the water a white ship. I was 
already in the water, up to my waist. And I stood there, with this empty 
Kalashnikov in my hand. Behind me, I could hear the dogs in woods, and the 
shouting in Russian. They were coming. I was ready to go to the ship. I was in 
the water. But I stopped, and I thought. Home is here. I have to stay. No matter 
what happens. This is where I belong.
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KOSOVO

Rita Ora bared her bum in some raunchy backstage snaps before putting on a 
sizzling show at a concert in her native Kosovo to mark a decade of 
independence from Serbia. The singer and her family were forced to flee the 
country when she was less than a year old, after war broke out. Speaking 
before the concert, the 27-year-old said: “It’s been a long journey to get to this 
point and I think it’s just the start of an ongoing incredible journey for our 
country.” Before the concert, she snapped some pictures of herself getting ready 
– and she showed off her tan lines in a mirror. Taking to the open air stage, she 
wore the high cut red leotard encrusted with jewels with a cropped red and 
black PVC jacket. She put on an energetic show, as she belted out her hits and 
stripped down to her leotard on stage. The star – who left the country in 1991 – 
packed out the main square in the capital city, Pristina, where the concert was 
held. She had taken to social media just days before the concert, saying she was 
proud to perform as their “Ambassador and friend”.
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ARGENTINA

Diego Maradona began his earning life as a street urchin. With other boys from 
the shanty town, he would play cat and mouse with the ticket collectors on the 
local train or hitch a ride on a truck to one of the city’s main railway stations. 
There they would try and earn some pesos by opening the doors of taxis, or 
selling whatever scrap they’d picked up on the way. One of his more lucrative 
enterprises involved collecting the silver foil of used cigarette packets and then 
reselling it. The reality of life for those who lived in Villa Fiorito seemed far 
removed from the promises of Peron and Evita.

*

Four minutes later, Maradona scored again, this time with a goal that was to go 
down in the annals as one of the best in footballing history. In the words of 
Brian Glanville, it was a goal ‘so unusual, almost romantic, that it might have 
been scored by some schoolboy hero, or some remote Corinthian, from the days 
when dribbling was the vogue. It hardly belonged to so apparently a rational 
and rationalized era as ours, to a period in football when the dribbler seemed 
almost as extinct as the pterodactyl.’
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IVORY COAST

“Let me tell you,” Sonia Ngoyet told Africa Renewal, “the quality and taste of 
the burger or the hot dog at the food court is as good as the ones I’ve tasted in 
Europe. Having a Burger King here in Abidjan is just fantastic.” Ms. Ngoyet 
and Christelle Amou, both salespersons at the Aseke Oro Jewellery store, one of 
the locally owned stores in the mall, said they were happy to be working at the 
mall. 

*

They took to recruiting warriors from African tribes and began the subjugation 
of their territories with cannon-fire. This murderous suppression went as 
planned until one day, in the great mountain ranges, the Europeans came face 
to face with something unfamiliar; something of which the treatises of the 
Africanists, which were the explorers’ Bible, made no mention. They came 
upon the ‘naked people’. A people who lived completely naked. They had no 
social system. No chief. Each clan lived in a walled village and the chieftains 
power extended no further than an arrow’s flight. Here were savages so savage 
that no wise words nor brute force might reason with them. Moreover, these 
savages were formidable archers. 
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QUECHUA

It had begun to rain. The huge drops rattled the tin roof with a loud, 
unrhythmic noise. It was not yet three in the afternoon, but the storm had 
blackened the sky, and it seemed as dark as night. In the distance, thunder 
rolled through the mountains with an intermittent rumbling that rose from the 
bowels of the earth where the serruchos, those damn mountain people, thought 
that bulls, serpents, condors, and spirits lived. Do the Indians really believe all 
that? Sure they do, Corporal, they even pray to them and leave offerings. 
Haven’t you seen the little plates of food by the caves and gullies in the 
Cordillera? When they told him these things at Dionisio’s cantina, or during a 
soccer game, Lituma never knew if they were serious or making fun of him, a 
man from the coast. From time to time, through a crack in one of the walls of 
the shack, a yellowish viper bit at the clouds. Did the mountain people really 
believe that lightning was the lizard of the sky?
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URUGUAY

Many people who recognise the name are astonished to find out that it is really 
a town, as opposed to the British brand of canned meat products, originally 
corned beef and then ready-made pies. It’s actually both. The sleepy, charming 
riverside town in Uruguay was also home to the Fray Bentos brand which 
began in 1863 in a sprawling factory. In its heyday this cathedral of the 
industrial age, built along the town’s lush riverbank, fed half the world, 
churning out corned and frozen beef to fuel wars and the rise of empires.

*

Laundry is strung outside the house. The water comes from a well in a yard, 
overgrown with weeds. Only two police officers and Manuela, a three-legged 
dog, keep watch outside. This is the residence of the president of Uruguay, Jose 
Mujica, whose lifestyle clearly differs sharply from that of most other world 
leaders. President Mujica has shunned the luxurious house that the Uruguayan 
state provides for its leaders and opted to stay at his wife’s farmhouse, off a 
dirt road outside the capital, Montevideo. The president and his wife work the 
land themselves, growing flowers.
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SAN MARINO

So the stage is set for England’s last and decisive match in this World Cup 
qualifying group. England in red, San Marino in blue; England needing to win 
by a seven goal margin and hope that Poland can do them a favour in Poznan 
against Holland. I’m sure you’re aware now of what’s at stake. And Bacciocchi, 
the number nine, picks the ball up straight away and San Marino launch the 
first attack. Oh, and a mistake by Stuart Pearce.. and San Marino have scored!

*

No doubt San Marino wore a cloak of goat skin, and a hair shirt, like St. 
Benedict, as, accompanied by his fellow deacon, San Leo, he crossed the 
boundary line of a territory destined to be known for long centuries as a 
republic bearing his name. He sought refuge beyond the valley of Fiume, on 
the steep rock of Montalbo, an acclivity surrounded by brambles and bushes, in 
a grotto sheltered from the winds. Traces of the hermit’s retreat in smoke and 
fire stains are still believed to be discernible on the limestone of the peak above.
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CONGO

*

The Sapeurs’ sense of style is one of joyous exuberance, flamboyant colour, 
polished tailoring and impeccable attention to detail; suits in periwinkle pink, 
buttercup yellow and poison green, fat regatta stripes, Jeeves-esque bowler 
hats, handsome canes, plump bow-ties, polished brogues and jaunty evening 
scarves, draped just so. It’s a sartorial DNA that nods to 1920’s jazz age 
refinement and has its roots in the French colonisation of the Congo in the early 
part of the 20th century. Certain pockets of the Congolese took inspiration from 
this new influx of French elan; Paris sophistication and elegance became the 
sartorial goal.
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CHAD

During all these seasons, the children of Chad are the happiest under the sun. 
When they are not working in the fields, they roam all over the bush picking 
wild fruit; armed with their assegais, they hunt guinea fowl, hare, porcupine 
and gazelle. One of their favourite pastimes, to this day, is to lie in wait for the 
teals and moorhens in pools strewn with water lilies. They are passionately 
fond of the large gatherings after nightfall, when the elders recount the most 
beautiful tales, which sometimes never end and must be resumed evening after 
evening under the light of the moon.

*

The next morning at five o’clock I had to register a strong protest. Anxious to 
follow the French custom, the Resident offered us no more than a cup of coffee 
for a journey which was likely to take us at least eight hours. Now I had got 
into the habit of having a substantial breakfast before setting out on any 
journey. In London or Paris a cup of tea was usually enough but here, where 
the mornings are interminably long and one has little appetite in the mid-day 
heat, a real breakfast is a necessity.
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SOCOTRA

Since the earliest times, people have known Socotra as a place apart. Herodotus 
wrote that this was where the immortal phoenix came to be reborn twice every 
thousand years. The frankincense burned in the temples of ancient Egypt and 
Greece grew here, guarded, so it was believed, by flying snakes. Marco Polo 
reported that the islanders were “the most expert enchanters in the world,” 
adept at controlling the winds. Others recorded that the Socotrans used spells 
to make the island disappear, leaving invaders to search an empty sea.

*

It’s nearly midnight on the broad hill called Firmihin, where a dragon’s blood 
forest grows. The moon, a night past full, floods the jagged landscape with cool 
silver. Inside the rock wall of a shepherd’s compound, flames light the faces of 
four people sitting barefoot around a fire, sharing a pot of hot tea mixed with 
fresh goat’s milk. Neehah Maalha wears a saronglike garment called a fouta; 
his wife, Metagal, wears a long dress and matching head scarf in rich purple. 
They talk about their lives on the island of Socotra, in a language whose origins 
are lost in time – unchanged for centuries and understood today by fewer 
people than live in Ames, Iowa.
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CAYMAN IS.

Abandon yourself to the warm seductive breezes of Grand Cayman. Let nature 
calm your weary spirit... at a pace all your own. Stroll along the white sand of 
Seven Mile Beach. Let the warm air caress you as you relax under one of the 
resort's thatched beach cabanas, take a dip in the refreshing freshwater 
swimming pool, or snorkel at a living coral reef just offshore. For families with 
small children, Christopher Columbus offers a convenient poolside kiddie pool 
where the small ones can splash about in a child-safe environment.

*

Three of Sports Illustrated’s top models visited Grand Cayman for the nine-day 
photo shoot in November, including Cayman’s own Selita Ebanks. Veronica 
Verakova and Daniella Sarahyba were the other two models and they all 
teamed up with the SI photo crew to shoot at some of the island’s most unique 
and recognizable land marks – Seven Mile Beach, the Westin Casuarina Resort, 
the Jolly Roger Pirate Ship and Rum Point, among others. Minister for Tourism 
Charles Clifford said, ‘I was absolutely delighted to welcome Selita back home. 
It is always rewarding to see Caymanians excel in the international arena.”

261



LIECHTENSTEIN

On February 21, 1980, in Lake Placid, New York, Hanni Wenzel spoke to 
reporters about Liechtenstein, the tiny country nestled between Switzerland 
and Austria that then had a population of 25,000. They wanted to know what 
was so special about this little mountain country that was winning alpine 
skiing medals at an astonishing rate. Wenzel had just won the country’s first 
Olympic gold medal thanks to two near-perfect runs in the giant slalom, and 
won a silver earlier in the week in the downhill. She won the country’s first-
ever Olympic medal, a bronze in the slalom, in 1976. Her brother Andreas also 
won a silver medal in the giant slalom in Lake Placid. Together, the Wenzels 
would go on to win six Olympic medals in total, ushering in a decade of 
dominance by Liechtenstein athletes.

*

Vaduz’s best 100% FREE online dating site. Meet loads of available single 
women in Vaduz with Mingle2’s Vaduz dating services! Find a girlfriend or 
lover in Vaduz, or just have fun flirting online with Vaduz single girls. Mingle2 
is full of hot Vaduz girls waiting to hear from you. Sign up now!
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BOLIVIA

Bolivian presidents govern from the Palacio Quemado (Burned Palace). In 1875, 
dissenters of then-president Tomas Frias hurled flaming torches at the house of 
government from a neighboring cathedral, igniting a massive fire. The uprising 
was unsuccessful but even after the edifice was rebuilt, the named “Burned 
Palace” stuck, a fitting reminder of the volatile country Bolivia has become 
since its founding in 1825. Of its 83 governments, 36 didn’t last for more than a 
year, 37 were de facto governments, and, to this day, no historian has managed 
to determine the exact number of coup d’etats and military uprisings. Evo 
Morales Ayma came to the presidency after the first democratic revolution of 
the twenty-first century, a fact that has not been reflected in any modifications 
to the Burned Palace architecture or decor. None of its inhabitants seem 
bothered by the fact that its aesthetic remains almost entirely unchanged – not 
the palace staff members running around from 5.00am. to midnight to keep up 
with a presidential agenda that changes every hour; nor the women who 
traverse the hallways in traditional Bolivian attire, skirts with petticoats and 
miniature bowler hats; not the campesinos, small-scale agricultural producers 
who tread along the carpets and parquet.
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NIUE

Kingsize boxer Star Tauasi felt like he was representing most of the 
Commonwealth, rather than just tiny Niue Island, after knocking over an 
Australian at the Games. But while others found special significance in his win 
over Queenslander David Turner, Tauasi said the real victory was just getting 
to Manchester. Tauasi, part of Niue’s first Games team, sent Turner sprawling 
twice in round two of the superheavyweight (91kg-plus) bout. His parents and 
a brother and sister were among those who watched the fight on television on 
Niue Island, where the population of 2000 is less than half that of the athletes’ 
village. The 27-year-old, who moved to Auckland eight years ago, will win his 
country’s first medal if he deals to impressive Englishman David Dolan on 
Wednesday. But Tauasi’s taming of a sports superpower brought him instant 
star-status at a market yesterday. “People on the street came up and said, ‘You 
knocked him down for me’,” said the smiling store supervisor, who lives in 
Mangere with partner Genevieve and four-year-old daughter Tayler. “There’s a 
feeling of, it’s the rest against Australia. A few people said, ‘Good job – you 
dealt to that Aussie.’
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POLAND

Over the loudspeakers at the shipyard, where Walesa reported the progress of 
the negotiations, his gravelly voice was heard with respect and affection by the 
workers, and the short, stocky man with the reddish brown walrus moustache 
and twinkling eyes, always wearing on his lapel the medallion of the Black 
Madonna of Czestochowa, became a familiar figure in their midst, as well as on 
television screens and news magazine covers in the West. Walesa talked the 
language of the workers – “We eat the same bread,” he told them.

*

Night was when she came alive. Then she would fantasise that she was a 
Baroque lady wearing an enormous crinoline and a tall wig, taking a carriage 
to see her lover; she imagined she had some completely unpronounceable 
name and a huge fan to hide her face behind. The roof might be leaking into a 
bucket, the wind howling outside the window, but Patricia would get up, make 
coffee or tea with a little heating coil, add a shot of vodka, then return to her 
carriage, to Versailles, to skirts so wide you could fit a couple of lovers and a 
bottle of poison under their pleats.
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MALAYSIA

Shuttered, silent and dead quiet, it is hard to imagine that the Wang Kelian 
arcade on the Thai-Malaysian border was a busy shopping haven just two 
years ago. For more than 20 years, the 200m stretch between Wang Kelian in 
the Malaysian state of Perlis and Wang Prachan in the Satun province of 
Thailand was a free-flow zone on Saturdays and Sundays. But now, almost all 
of the shops lining both sides of the trunk road linking Wang Kelian to Wang 
Prachan are deserted. Wang Kelian has slowly morphed into a ghost town in 
the aftermath of the discovery of mass graves of illegal immigrants that 
shocked the world.

*

A rooftop bar on a helicopter pad and caves surrounded by thieving monkeys 
are just two of the reasons to visit Kuala Lumpur, the hip, humid Malaysian 
capital. While spending four days there with my family recently, I sampled the 
national dish of nasi lemak, a surprisingly healthy breakfast of fluffy rice cooked 
in coconut milk and served with sambal hot sauce, fried anchovies, peanuts and 
a hard-boiled egg. And we marveled at the birds-eye view from Petronas 
Towers, dual postmodern skyscrapers that claim the title of world’s tallest twin 
towers.
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CHINA

Americans looked on with wonder and asked him what the name of the food 
was that his chef was preparing. His answer was “Chop Suey”, which meant 
that it was a combination of mixed foods. He explained that it was a meal 
consisting of bean sprouts, celery and Chinese greens, plus many more 
vegetables, with a touch of meat, usually pork. The guests begged him to let 
them taste it. They did. Immediately they clamored for more. Overnight, Chop 
Suey won widespread popularity. Chinese residents in New York opened 
restaurants and called them “Chop Suey Houses.” Many of these original Chop 
Suey Houses still exist.

*

Her. Right there. That’s Qian Xiaohong, from Hunan province. A little over a 
metre and a half tall, sporting short black hair with just a hint of a curl, her 
round-faced look is pretty much that of a model citizen, good and decent. She’s 
just the sort of girl a guy wouldn’t mind taking home to meet his parents. 
However, her breasts – through no fault of her own – are much too large for 
civilised, polite society. Such breasts could not help but invite the same 
suspicion and groundless gossip normally saved for young widows.
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ISLE OF MAN

It had been an experience, said a brilliant, courageous British motorcycle racing 
champion, of total madness. The time was the mid-1970s; the event, the Isle of 
Man Tourist Trophy, on the island’s 37.73-mile road circuit. The champion had 
arrived, he recalled, 1,400ft above sea level, past Brandywell, heading towards 
Windy Corner, and the six miles downhill to the finishing line. Fog was 
shrouding the mountain. Only by coming out from behind his fairing could he 
see anything of the country road. He did not care if he was called a coward, he 
told me, he would never race on the island again. And he didn’t. He was not 
the only one.

*
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UKRAINE

Most of Yuzovka’s residents took refuge in drink and crime. In 1908 the town 
boasted no fewer than thirty-three wine and liquor shops. From these it was a 
short step to mayhem. The writer Konstantin Paustovsky, who spent a year in 
Yuzovka, witnessed fights that spread until “the whole street joined in. Men 
came out with leaded whips and knuckle dusters, noses were broken and blood 
flowed.” In 1922 a visiting journalist described Yuzovka this way: “All the 
dregs of mining industry life gather here. Everything dark, evil and criminal – 
thieves, hooligans, all such are drawn here.”

*
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NICARAGUA

If only its poets and writers are considered, it can be said without qualification 
that Nicaragua has been a land of radiant beauty and soulful emotions. Anyone 
who has taken the time to read them quickly senses that Nicaraguan writers 
and poets come out of a social context not known in this country: The general 
population cares intensely that they keep writing. Citizens cherish them as the 
unpaid consultants to truth. In turn, the writers themselves know that their 
voices are needed. They know they have the power to ease the pain caused by 
decades of systematic oppression.

*

Today practically all of the original Sandinistas, including Ortega’s comrades in 
arms like commander Dora Maria Tellez, commander Monica Baltodano, 
Henry Ruiz and countless more, accuse him of having usurped the name of the 
Sandinista party. All but one of the Sandinistas that I knew in the 1980s are now 
his staunchest opponents. Among them is his former Vice President Sergio 
Ramirez, a prestigious poet and novelist. “The thirst for power has a way of 
changing people,” he says. “Today’s Ortega has nothing to do with the ideals 
that so many Nicaraguans fought and died for.”
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ROTUMA

Not all of the returning spirits were evil, and those which were good were often 
incarnate in the body of an animal or fish. Examples of such good spirits are:

The stingray of the village of Savlei on the southern coast of  Rotuma. It was 
supposed to have saved the life of an old woman who was caught by the tide 
while fishing out on the reef.

The shark of Uea, an island to the north-west of Rotuma. It was supposed to 
show itself to people travelling to the island to indicate to them that it was safe 
to swim to the island from the canoes which must wait about a hundred yards 
away.

The turtles on the island of Solnoha off the southern coast, at Juju.

The evil spirit of ‘atua, on the other hand, took the form of three animals:

The dog: people who travelled alone at night often vowed that they met dogs 
with hanging eyes or of enormous size.

The cat: similar stories of black cats have been attributed also to the roaming 
‘atua.

The night owl: with its strange hoot it had always been associated with an evil 
spirit.
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PANAMA

It was a perfectly ordinary Friday afternoon in tropical Panama until Andrew 
Osnard barged into Harry Pendel’s shop asking to be measured for a suit. 
When he barged in, Pendel was one person. By the time he barged out again 
Pendel was another. Total time elapsed: seventy-seven minutes according to the 
mahogany-cased clock by Samuel Collier of Eccles, one of the many historic 
features of the house of Pendel & Braithwaite Co., Limitada. Tailors to Royalty, 
formerly of Savile Row, London and presently of Via Espana, Panama City.

*

The first day was something of a truce – Christmas music. But thereafter, things 
rapidly descended towards classic rock. Noriega was an opera fan. Instead of 
Verdi, he got a psyops playlist that included Billy Idol’s ‘Flesh for Fantasy’, 
‘Welcome to the Jungle’ by Guns N’ Roses, ‘God Bless the USA’ by Lee 
Greenwood, ‘We’re Not Going to Take It’ by Twisted Sister, several songs by 
the Doors: ‘Strange Days’, ‘People Are Strange’, ‘The End War Pigs’ by Black 
Sabbath, ‘Electric Spanking of War Babies’ by Funkadelic, and most worryingly 
of all, ‘If I Had a Rocket Launcher’ by Bruce Cockburn. Faced with the sanity-
destroying power of middle-American mallrat music, Noriega surrendered.
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VATICAN CITY

As a tournament that priests and seminarians refer to as their World Cup, the 
Clericus Cup remains firmly rooted in the Vatican City and Rome. The 
hundreds of seminarians who participate each year come from dozens of 
countries, but there are no ‘away’ games—all the seminarians have a home in 
Rome. And it’s not just any home, but one with student-priests-gone-wild, 
chanting songs and wearing flags and country-specific costumes (Captain 
America, the Super Mario Brothers, et al.) There are even Star Wars-themed 
homage videos in which aspiring goalkeeper priests get kidnapped by the LA 
Galaxy.

*

A visit to the Vatican Museum confirmed Allen’s anti-Catholic sentiment. He 
found that drapery had been painted over the naked bodies of Michelangelo’s 
Last Judgement and fig leaves fixed to all the torsos in the Vatican’s great 
collection of classical statuary. Allen expressed his indignation to his father. “I 
never saw the Church in such vulgar and ugly relief. After Florence and its 
classical openness.. to go to the Vatican and see them desecrating the very 
significance and point of ancient culture.. it stands out like the piece of 
dirtymindedness that it is.”

273



BURUNDI

Bujumbura, Burundi –  Scrolling through a folder of his work, Burundian 
cartoonist Alif pauses at a caricature of a journalist in the crosshairs of a rifle 
scope – an image that seems to sum up the dangers faced by those who 
continue to report on Burundi’s ongoing political crisis. “A cartoon like this can 
say a truth that we cannot publish in words,” Alif explained. For the past five 
years, he has been working at the weekly Iwacu newspaper in the country’s 
capital, Bujumbura. His satirical cartoons and caricatures, along with those of 
his colleague Axel, are splashed across the pages of what is now the sole 
remaining voice of independent media in Burundi.
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GUERNSEY

The population of islands like Guernsey is composed of men who have passed 
their lives in going about their little fields or in sailing round the world. These 
are the two classes of the labouring people; the labourers on the land, and the 
toilers of the sea. Mess Lethierry was of the latter class. Though a humble man, 
he had led a life of adventure. In France he had learned to read, to think, to 
have a will of his own. At bottom, however, he was simply a sailor. The water 
was his element; he used to say that he lived with the fish when really at home. 
In short, his whole existence, except two or three years, had been devoted to 
the ocean. Flung into the water, as he said, he had navigated the great oceans 
both of the Atlantic and the Pacific, but he preferred the Channel. He used to 
exclaim enthusiastically, “That is the sea for a rough time of it!” He was born at 
sea, and at sea would have preferred to end his days. After sailing several times 
round the world, and seeing most countries, he had returned to Guernsey, and 
never permanently left the island again.
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GOTLAND

A curious thing has happened in the Baltic Sea. The Swedish island of Gotland 
— a singular, sparsely populated place — has become a magnet for two 
disparate groups: party-crazed club youths who unleash Champagne showers 
inside neon-lighted nightclubs, and stressed-out solace-seekers who retreat into 
the island’s untamed wilderness. It is a strange dichotomy, and one that is 
becoming ever more acute. “Before, Stockholm brats just came to Gotland for 
one week in July to drink Champagne and act like pigs,” said Alex Schulman, a 
Swedish author and Stockholm native who has spent the last two summers in 
rural northern Gotland. “That was the only time that Stockholmers came to 
Gotland.”

*

Gotland was first discovered by a man named Pieluar. At that time the island 
was so bewitched that it sank by day and rose up at night. That man, however, 
was the first that brought fire to the island, and afterwards it never sank again. 
This same Pieluar had a son named Hafbi, and Hafbi’s wife was called 
Huitastierna. These two were the first to settle in Gotland. The first night that 
they slept together, she dreamed a dream. It was just as if three snakes were 
coiled together in her womb.
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EGYPT

Among the most famous women to have lived, Cleopatra VII ruled Egypt for 
twenty-two years. She lost a kingdom once, regained it, nearly lost it again, 
amassed an empire, lost it all. A goddess as a child, a queen at eighteen, a 
celebrity soon thereafter, she was an object of speculation and veneration, 
gossip and legend, even in her own time. At the height of her power she 
controlled virtually the entire eastern Mediterranean coast, the last great 
kingdom of any Egyptian ruler. For a fleeting moment she held the fate of the 
Western world in her hands. She had a child with a married man, three more 
with another. She died at thirty-nine, a generation before the birth of Christ. 
Catastrophe reliably cements a reputation, and Cleopatra’s end was sudden 
and sensational. She has lodged herself in our imaginations ever since. Many 
people have spoken for her, including the greatest playwrights and poets. In 
one of the busiest afterlives in history she has gone on to become an asteroid, a 
video game, a cliche, a cigarette, a slot machine, a strip club, a synonym for 
Elizabeth Taylor. Shakespeare attested to Cleopatra’s infinite variety. He had no 
idea.
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GILGIT-BALTISTAN

When a glacial lake burst in Gilgit-Baltistan in July, Sher Baz watched 
helplessly as the waters swept away his family home. Residents of Badswat 
village, which lies in the Ishkoman valley at the foot of the Hindu Kush 
mountain range’s snow-capped peaks, were at the mercy of the flash flood that 
carried off homes, roads and bridges, as well as crops and forests. “Thank God 
we are alive, but everything we owned was washed away by the floods when 
the glacial lake burst,” said Baz, a 30-year-old father of four. “Surrounded by 
mountains and muddy water, it seems we are living between life and death.”

*

SKARDU: Three young girls from Pakistan have earned themselves a world 
record by scaling a 6,080-metre Manglessar peak in the Shimshal valley in 
Karakoram mountain range. 13-year-old Amina Hanif, 14-year-old Maryan 
Bashir and 15-year-old Siddiqa Batool hailing from the Hushev valley of Gilgit-
Baltistan are grauddaughters of famous mountaineer Little Karim. Talking to a 
local newspaper after they completed their journey, the girls said: “This is the 
start of our career and in future we wish to scale the world’s loftiest peak 
Mount Everest and K2, the second.”
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ABORIGINES

*

‘Aborigine’ is generally perceived as  insensitive, because it has racist 
connotations from Australia’s colonial past, and lumps people with diverse 
backgrounds into a single group. You’re more likely to make friends by saying 
‘Aboriginal person’, ‘Aboriginal’ or ‘Torres Strait Islander’. If you can, try using 
the person’s clan or tribe name. And if you are talking about both Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people, it’s best to say either ‘Indigenous Australians’ 
or ‘Indigenous people’. Without a capital “a”, “aboriginal” can refer to an 
Indigenous person from anywhere in the world. The word means “original 
inhabitant” in Latin.

279



AUSTRALIA

I blew my first wages on surfboards. Kirra is on the Gold Coast, a surfing 
center, and there were cheap used boards everywhere. I bought two, including 
a 6’3″ Hot Buttered squashtail that turned on a dime and, when necessary, went 
outlandishly fast. It was a sports car of a surfboard, and a nice change after 
months of riding my sturdy travel board. The year-round neighborhood spot 
was called Duranbah. It always seemed to have waves. They were often sloppy, 
but there were gems scattered among the mush. On my twenty-sixth birthday, I 
got a sweet barrel on a shining right and came out dry.

*

When the red pond fills fish appear
When the red pond dries fish disappear.
Everything built on the desert crumbles to dust.
Electric cable transmission wires swept down.
The lizard people came out of the rock.
The red Kangaroo people forgot their own song.
Only a man with four sticks can cross the Simpson Desert.
One rain turns red dust green with leaves.
One raindrop begins the universe.
When the raindrop dries, worlds come to their end.
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KIRIBATI

Any boy of seventeen, any day of the week, will go out and get you half a 
dozen octopus for the mere fun of it. The hunt is nothing but child’s play to the 
Gilbertese. As I was standing one day at the end of a jetty in Tarama lagoon, I 
saw two boys from the near village shouldering a string of octopus slung on a 
pole between them. I started to wade out in their direction, but before i hailed 
them they had stopped, planted the carrying-pole upright in a fissure and, 
leaving it there, swum off the edge for a while with faces submerged, evidently 
searching for something under water. I had been only a few months at Tarawa, 
and that was my first near view of an octopus-hunt. I watched every stage of it 
from the dive of the human bait to the landing of the dead catch. When it was 
over, I went up to them. I could hardly believe that in those few seconds, with 
no more than a frivolous-looking splash or two on the surface, they could have 
found, caught and killed the creature they were now stringing up before my 
eyes.
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BERMUDA

Debra Friedman’s Bermudian portraits are both true to life—faithful likenesses 
of teenagers from this idyllic North Atlantic island, photographed in its 
parishes and villages—and deeply mysterious evocations of metamorphosis. 
This duality of effect lies at the emotional heart of her aesthetic, a concurrent 
exploration of surface and depth. Friedman’s portraits of the young are 
graceful, placid, and purposeful, reverent of her sitters. But they also convey 
awkwardness, disquietude, emotional turbulence, and indetermination. In the 
faces and bearing of her subjects, we see something fleeting but universal: the 
restless passage between childhood and adulthood, a state of transition from 
the familiar to the unknown.

*

Tucker’s Field was a gay sight. All Bermuda was there, – a throng of well-
dressed, handsome grown folks and pretty children. Full one half were colored 
people, and it is not too much to say that some of the finest looking and finest 
mannered of the crowd were among them. There were soldiers in gay coats, 
streamers and banners flying in the soft yet not heated air, a close greensward 
under our feet, a wall of cedars encircling us, the blue sky over our heads and 
glimpses of the blue sea in the distance.
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EQUATORIAL GUINEA

Does anyone know how you start when making a canoe? First you select the 
tree, and if it’s not your tree but a tree on a woman’s plantation, women being 
the ones who farm on the island, you go and speak to her. You might be lucky 
and she’s widow or has no husband, or she has one but he’s away. Or you 
might be unlucky and she has sons who are growing up, and she knows that 
one day the tree will make a good canoe for those sons. Every man on our 
Atlantic Ocean island has his own canoe, and if he doesn’t have one, a new 
canoe is brought into the world so that he does, so that nobody on the island 
has to borrow one from anyone else.

*

The building at 42 Avenue Foch is thought to be worth as much as $180 million; 
it was bought by the younger Mr. Obiang, the eldest son of the president, but 
then sold in 2011 to the state of Equatorial Guinea. The building has 101 rooms, 
including a Turkish bath, a hair salon, two gym clubs, a nightclub and a movie 
theater.
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ALBANIA

The man came closer. Gjorg thought, better a clean miss than a wound. As he 
had done each time he had imagined he saw the man, in keeping with the 
custom, he warned the man before he fired. Neither then nor later did he know 
if he had called aloud or if the words had been stifled in his throat. In fact the 
other man turned his head sharply. Gjorg saw him move his arm as if to 
unsling the rifle from his shoulder, and he fired.

*

Zog fell in love with a girl named Miriana Zougdidi, according to one of these 
legends. Her father refused permission for the match. Zog swore that he would 
become King of Albania to prove his worth. The father, still obdurate, chased a 
gang of Zog’s kidnappers who abducted the girl, and killed her with his own 
dagger to keep her from falling into Zog’s hands. He then sent the girl’s body 
to Zog as a sort of wedding present. Zog swore eternal vengeance, and never to 
marry. He exterminated the father and his whole family – and didn’t marry 
until 1938. Also, be it noted, he did become King of Albania.
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GHANA

A name only once 
crammed into the child’s fitful memory 
in malnourished villages, 
vast deliriums like the galloping foothills of the Colorado: 
of Mohawks and the Chippewa, 
horsey penny-movies 
brought cheap at the tail of the war 
to Africa. Where indeed is the Mississippi panorama 
and the girl that played the piano and 
kept her hand on her heart 
as Flanagan drank a quart of moonshine 
before the eyes of the town’s gentlemen? 
What happened to your locomotive in Winter, Walt, 
and my ride across the prairies in the trail 
of the stage-coach, the gold-rush and the Swanee River? 
Where did they bury Geronimo, 
heroic chieftain, lonely horseman of this apocalypse 
who led his tribesmen across deserts of cholla 
and emerald hills 
in pursuit of despoilers, 
half-starved immigrants 
from a despoiled Europe? 
What happened to Archibald’s 
soul’s harvest on this raw earth 
of raw hates? 
To those that have none 
a festival is preparing at graves’ ends 
where the mockingbird’s hymn 
closes evening of prayers 
and supplication as 
new winds blow from graves 
flowered in multi-colored cemeteries even 
where they say the races are intact.
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AZORES

Plato described Atlantis as a land with a precipitous coastline, difficult and 
dangerous of access, a high, central plateau sheltered from the cold north 
winds by a screen of lofty mountains said to be the highest in the world. These 
could quite possibly be the present Azores, since if these peaks were so lofty 
their summits could have survived the inundation of their vast flanks.

*

Fortune now constantly favoured him, and he was joined by many others. At 
the Azores he captured a French ship of thirty-four guns, taking her with his 
own two vessels. Entering St. Michael’s roadstead, he captured seven sail 
without firing a gun. He then sent ashore to the governor for water and 
provisions, promising to release the vessels if his demands were conceded, and 
burn them if they were not. The request was instantly granted, and six of the 
vessels were returned. But a French vessel being among them, they took away 
all her guns and men, except the cook, whom they said, “being a greasy fellow, 
would fry well.” The brutes then bound the unfortunate wretch to the mast, 
and set fire to the ship.
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MALAWI

Banda used to complain about his country to his closest friends: ‘What did we 
do wrong to deserve such a wretched place on God’s earth?’ At some 94,000 
square kilometres Malawi is relatively tiny and landlocked to suffocation by 
her giant neighbours: Mozambique, Zambia and Tanzania. Located within the 
Great African Rift Valley, she is shaped like a piece of colon. Her rocky, unruly 
savannah landscape makes her bad for large-scale farming. She is simply too 
hard to hoe (Grandad had not given up on her for nothing). When the erratic 
rains do come, she leaks all her nutrients into Mozambique, frequently flooding 
the giant country with untold miseries. Yet unlike most African countries, 
Malawi has no precious minerals or crude oil to make up for it, and is thus a 
special case when it comes to poverty. With life expectancies that now stand at 
thirty-six years for women and thirty-four for men, she is one of the poorest 
countries in sub-Saharan Africa. Had it not been for the hostile borders most of 
the nomadic tribes imprisoned in that little hellhole would have moved on long 
ago.
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VOJVODINA

Vojvoda Supljicak Square lies not far from the center of town, in the maze of 
narrow old streets that now abut on the broad curve of New Boulevard. The 
houses form an oval around the square, and in its center is a neglected park 
surrounded by an iron fence with spikes bent out of shape by unruly arms and 
legs. The land has been so trampled that almost nothing grows there. The few 
benches are backless, their seats furrowed with lovers’ initials that rain has 
broadened into illegible scars.

*

There were few tennis courts in Novi Sad. In Novi Sad, there was not much of 
anything. But her father, Karolj Seles, was not going to let that spoil his child’s 
dream. So every day, after school, he would string a tennis net between the cars 
in the town’s pot-holed parking lot. To help his daughter focus on her shots, 
Karolj drew cartoon characters on the balding balls they used for practice: 
Micky Mouse, Donald Duck, the Wabbit, icons of that promised land to which 
he dreamt he might one day take his daughter, far away from Novi Sad, where 
life ached like a septic tooth.
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FINLAND

Two male police officers, biceps bursting out of their uniforms, have pulled 
over a handsome young biker clad in a revealing leather outfit. Nobody seems 
to be in trouble, in fact everyone appears to be enjoying themselves. Touko 
Laaksonen, the boy who would become Tom of Finland, began drawing 
cartoons of the rough and manly men of his native Finland at an early age. 
After honing his artistic talents with study in Helsinki, he found commercial 
success in the Finnish advertising industry but secretly he continued creating 
his increasingly erotic drawings of hyper-masculine men. As a way to avoid 
homophobic censorship law, he submitted drawings to the American magazine 
‘Physique Pictorial’ and soon the Tom of Finland legend was born. By the late 
60s Tom’s dirty drawings became the standard for gay art and Tom’s Men a 
template for a new gay masculinity. His images of butch and muscular men 
engaged in intimacy, often dressed in working class uniforms, subverted the 
stereotype of the effete and intellectual gay man. Tom’s men were men, and 
there was only one thing on their minds. For many, Tom of Finland images 
were the first depictions of homosexual desire and sex they had ever seen.
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LIBERIA

Joshua Milton Blahyi remembers the day he met Jesus. It was July 1996, and he 
was naked. The notorious Liberian warlord, then known as General Butt 
Naked, was about to lead a band of 18 child fighters—the oldest of whom 
was 15—into battle against the rebel forces of former President Charles Taylor. 
As was his custom before going to war, Blahyi, now 46, had slaughtered a child 
in a ritualistic sacrifice supposed to bring protection and fortune in battle. 
That’s when Blahyi says he had an apparition.

*

If she wanted to continue, Ghessa first had to rid the road of a slow-moving 
snake. Greenish brown with golden eyes as difficult to gaze into as the sun, the 
snake’s body was no different in color from the woods it had crawled from, 
and it seemed to Ghessa that the surrounding bushes were jealous of her 
departure, so they extended their toes to block her path. Orange dust stained 
the belly of the snake, which writhed as it hissed, and Ghessa pointed a five-
foot stick in its direction. The snake was not afraid of her, or of the stick, and it 
raised its head and advanced.
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SOUTH KOREA

Paik had a nose for the absurd, especially when it concerned sex, women, pop 
culture, and mass media. He devised a new piece for Moorman, TV Bra for 
Living Sculpture (1969). Paik’s bra was an ungainly assemblage of two small 
television picture tubes encased in plexiglass boxes, one for each breast, which 
were held on Moorman’s body by wide, transparent vinyl straps and safety 
pins. It was uncomfortable and she worried about the high-voltage wires 
attached to the backs of its picture tubes. When Paik strapped her in for the 
first time, he said, “It’s very likely you won’t be electrocuted.”

*

The New York Post stayed kimchi to be the world’s healthiest food on March 9, 
2017, citing the research outcome published on Lancel, a leading international 
journal. In 2001, the standards of kimchi was first established by COSEX Al 
imentarius, an international organization that provides international food 
standards, thereby facilitating consumption and trade of kimchi among 
different countries. With the recognition of its authentic status, kimchi is 
spreading throughout the world improving the gastronomy and health in 
many countries. At present, Korean kimchi is exported to 66 countries 
including Japan, Hong Kong, Taiwan and the U.S.

291



SINT MAARTEN

An old story claims that Saint Martin was divided by a Frenchman and a 
Dutchman who walked around the island in opposite directions. It was agreed 
that a line would be drawn from their starting point to the spot where they met 
on the opposite shore. According to the island tale, the Frenchman fortified 
himself for the walk with wine while the Dutchman prepared himself with 
genever, a strong Dutch gin, As a result, the Frenchman was able to walk 
around 20 square miles of the island, while the Dutchman could manage to 
walk around only 13 square miles- the division that exists today.

*

The Dutch side is very American in atmosphere. All-American institutions such 
as McDonalds, Pizza Hut and Burger King are among the gastronomic 
offerings. The casinos definitely remind you of Las Vegas, with all the neon and 
bright colours. The hotels are geared to Americans and are reminiscent of large 
resort hotels in America. Everything is transacted in US dollars, making the 
specification of the Dutch guilder as the ‘official’ money rather moot.
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NORWAY

Thor Heyerdahl was born in 1914, in Larvik, a small fishing town in southern 
Norway. When he was a boy, Thor liked to explore the world around him. He 
walked along the coast and through the countryside. He collected seashells, 
butterflies, and animals. Once he even brought home a poisonous snake! Every 
summer, Thor and his mother went to the mountains for a vacation. They liked 
to walk across the moors. One one of their walks, they met a man called Ola 
Bjorneby. Ola lived all alone on the wild moors. He lived a simple life. There 
was something that Thor liked about the way Ola lived. When Thor was 
fourteen, he spent the summer as Ola’s helper. Back home in Larvik, Thor 
wondered if he could live a simple life, too, just like Ola. He read about the tiny 
islands in the Pacific Ocean, on the other side of the world. Thor and his friend 
Arthur Jacoby often talked about the islands. They wondered what it would be 
like to live there.
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SIERRA LEONE

Yelibuya, a small town in northwest Sierra Leone, is precariously perched on a 
sandy, waterlogged stretch of land that juts out where one of the country’s 
largest rivers, the Great Scarcies – also called the Kolente, yawns into the 
Atlantic Ocean. Little more than a few straggly mangroves grows here. Fresh 
food and water are imported, and everything from the town’s singular 
motorcycle to children’s clothes are covered in sticky sand. Life in the town is 
increasingly impossible: the island is going underwater.

*

Hunger attacks my insides suddenly and I hunt for food for hours. I even leave 
the dump to see what can be scavenged outside. I take Mormegil, tucked under 
my clothes – for protection. The fearful looks, the clutched purses of the outside 
are somehow welcome, an escape from loneliness. At least I’m noticed. People 
on the outside are scared of me but not because I fight sticks. I’m an urchin, a 
snot-faced, scuffed boy in rags that they went to pity but can’t. I stuff my head 
with stale old chicken and bacon cadged from a greasy restaurant and go back 
to the dump, hating and enjoying the nervous looks.
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PADANIA

You are all invited to join in three days of fun and celebration this weekend. 
The northern third of Italy – or rather, the Republic of Padania – is about to 
declare its independence. There will be speeches and political rallies featuring 
the separatists’ very own Boy Scouts in their green shirts, not to mention a 
solemn “baptism” in which a sacred phial will be filled with river water and 
carried to Padania’s self-proclaimed capital, Venice. You can obtain a Padanian 
identity card or some “Bank of the North” bank- notes. There will even be a 
ritual burning of Italian television licences. But above all there will be music 
and dancing, and, to cap it all, a giant beach party in Chioggia with lashings of 
spaghetti alle vongole. It will be a strange birth of a nation. For a start, Padania is 
not a nation at all. It does not even have borders, let alone a separate political 
structure. The Padanians are not an ethnic group, and there is certainly no 
groundswell among the northern Italians in favour of secession. What is going 
on? Is this an independence movement, or have the Marx Brothers come to 
town?
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QUEBEC

It was minutes after midnight. A new year had just started in Montreal and 
Robert Côté remembers that church bells were ringing nearby at Notre-Dame 
Basilica while he was trying to defuse a bomb. An explosion had gone off 
outside a federal building. Another detonation had rocked the east side of 
Montreal's City Hall, shattering windows and a door. On the west side of the 
building, Mr. Côté was busy with a third bomb, a four-kilo package of 
dynamite. It was Jan. 1, 1969, and Quebec was in the sixth year of a campaign 
of terrorism by the Front de libération du Québec that had already left five 
people dead and badly maimed an army sergeant.

*

At first, they focused on busty women, “because the big-tits niche was so 
cheap,” explains Feras Antoon, the company’s current CEO. Then “they saw, 
wow, that tit niche is huge. Then they realized that the MILF niche—the older-
woman niche—is even bigger. And they became the masters of the big-tit–
MILF niche.” “They never imagined they would grow that big,” Antoon says. 
“Who would have?” Soon Brazzers was rolling out more sites: JugFuckers, 
DoctorAdventures, RacksAndBlacks.
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TRANSNISTRIA

When I rebel, I leave the room in anger, shout some profanities and possibly 
even slam the door. In South-eastern Moldova however, the de facto state of 
Transnistria took things to a whole new level when the Soviet regime began to 
collapse. Unlike their Moldovan counterparts who embraced independence as 
the USSR split in the early 90s, these Pro-Kremlin rebels created a country of 
their own, well, sort of, in a bid to remain connected to their Soviet past. Today 
some 500,000 live in Transnistria, this little pocket of Soviet defiance since 1992. 
The state might be completely unrecognised by the United Nations, but they’ve 
gone out their way to secure the typical workings of a nation. Complete with 
their own currency, passports and some serious military might, the country is 
pretty much self sufficient, which is a good thing considering their documents 
are redundant in the rest of the world. But what’s it like to live there? How 
does it feel to grow up in a place that wants to be completely isolated from the 
rest of the world? That’s what German photographer Julia Autz was aching to 
discover as she entered the place at the edge of the world.
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PORTUGAL

Cristiano Ronaldo’s girlfriend Georgina Rodriguez commanded attention as 
she attended the 75th Venice Film Festival today whilst the footballer prepares 
for his next game with Juventus on Saturday.  The 24-year-old ensured she 
pulled out all the stops for the A-list event as she slipped into a seriously sexy 
navy dress. Cristiano’s girlfriend appeared in her element as she worked her 
magic in front of the camera. Her choice of frock featured a daring thigh-high 
split across the front, showcasing Georgina’s lean pins. But the brunette beauty 
was at risk of flashing more than she bargained for in the revealing number. As 
she posed for photographers, Georgina was extremely close to exposing her 
knickers, thanks to the extreme cut. The stunner appeared unfazed by the near 
wardrobe malfunction and continued to flaunt her smoking hot physique in the 
one-shoulder dress. Georgina wore her raven locks in a side parting, styled in a 
sleek up ‘do and kept her make-up to natural shades.  The Spanish-native’s 
most noticeable accessory was the same diamond band on her ring finger 
which she first sported during the World Cup 2018.
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AMBAZONIA

I closed the palaver promptly with a brief but lurid sketch of my opinion on the 
situation, and ordered food, for not having had a thing save that cup of sour 
claret since 6.30 A.M., and it being now 11 P.M., I felt sinkings. Then arose 
another beautiful situation before me. It seems when Cook and Monrovia got 
back into camp this morning Master Cook was seized with one of those attacks 
of a desire to manage things that produce such awful results in the African 
servant, and sent all the beef and rice down to Buea to be cooked, because there 
was no water here to cook it. Therefore the men have got nothing to eat.

*

It has a sky-blue-and-white striped flag stamped with a dove and a national 
anthem that speaks of “the heroes who bore the land with their blood.” “Glory 
to the father for making you a nation, a joy forevermore,” the lyrics say. 
“Ambazonia, land of freedom.”  The nation of Ambazonia doesn’t officially 
exist. But a violent battle over attempts to create it in English-speaking areas of 
largely French-speaking Cameroon is quickly escalating.
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NIGERIA

*

Once upon a time, Lagos was a placid cluster of islands and creeks separated 
from the Atlantic by lagoons, where local men caught fish, the cry of white ibis 
could be heard and snakes shimmied among the bushes. The grasses, wild 
birds and trees were quickly devoured by urbanisation, its wild metastasis 
cluttering the cityscape so densely it seems to have made a crater that has sent 
the rest of the country tumbling into it. Nobody knows how many people live 
in Lagos; it could be 10 million, it could be 17 million – no one is counting the 
teams of street urchins and shanty dwellers, or the illegal buildings erected 
under the distracted eyes of previous governments.
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GUAM

Finally, Magellan sighted land in the vicinity of Guam on January 24, 1521. 
Eleven days later, he saw natives in outrigger canoes. They meant salvation. 
Magellan landed at Umatac bay, where the natives welcomed him and his 
starving, diseased crew with fresh water and food. The Chamorro custom of 
hospitality dictated that as hosts, the natives were to provide Magellan with 
whatever he needed. But native custom also established that as a guest, 
Magellan had to give gifts in return. So the natives climbed aboard Magellan’s 
ships and helped themselves to whatever articles caught their fancy. Magellan 
and his crew did not know that what the natives were doing was their custom. 
To the Europeans, they were simply thieves. One of the items the natives took 
was Magellan’s skiff, and he was determined to get it back. Magellan took 40 of 
his men ashore, burned 50 native houses and boats, killed 7 native men, and 
took his skiff back to his ship. After returning to his ship and replenishing his 
supplies, Magellan sailed away to the Philippines. He named Guam ‘Isla de los 
Ladrones,’ or ‘Island of Thieves’. A little less than two months later, he was 
killed in a fight with natives on the Philippine island of Mactan.
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RWANDA

While Madeline Uwimana will proudly bang on a sacred cowhide drum 
despite the prohibitions of tribal elders, she wouldn’t dare eat a snack on the 
road if she’s hungry.”It’s shameful!” she says. “Everybody will laugh at you.” 
It’s hard to unpack this particular taboo. But Rwandan culture discourages the 
public display of personal needs. Not just hunger but also grief. Tears are 
acceptable only in specific mourning periods. Some say that Rwandans’ 
capacity to put a public mask on sadness is what’s held the country together, 
allowed killers and survivors to remain neighbors for the past 20 years. Louise 
Ingabire is the manager of the ice cream shop. “When ice cream comes,” she 
says, “we would like to change the culture.” She says getting Rwandans to eat 
ice cream is more than just a business venture. It’s bringing them in touch with 
their inner selves. “If you eat ice cream, it’s OK, you are enjoying your life. You 
are not scared of the others for taking something you know you want.” The day 
she sees Rwandan teenagers walking down the street licking ice cream cones is 
the day she’ll believe that real peace is here to stay.
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PERU

Abimael Guzman was last seen by the government in the flesh and bone when 
he shared a jail cell with at least two future congressmen in January 1979, after 
being falsely accused of helping to organize a general strike. The police mug-
shot taken of Guzman became the dominating image of him for more than a 
decade. The smouldering black eyes, thick stubble and swept-back hair 
glowered into the camera. He has achieved a status in Peru far greater than a 
mere guerrilla leader. Dubbed everything from horseman of the apocalypse to 
philosopher king, the man whose war has cost the lives of more than 22,000 
people, mostly poor people, in the crusade for a communist utopia, is 
remembered with warmth by old friends outside his political and intellectual 
orbit.

*

She had long black hair, a thin, graceful neck, and well-muscled arms, and 
when she gave her young life to the mountain god of Nevado Ampato, the Inca 
maiden was dressed in colorful garments of the finest alpaca wool. She died 
five centuries ago on the summit of Ampato, a 20,700-foot volcano in the 
Peruvian Andes, in a ritual ceremony presided over by a small group of Inca 
priests.

303



REUNION

Here Saliz made arrangement with the captain of the Alcide, an even smaller 
vessel than his own, to take his homesick passenger aboard. The Alcide, sailing 
from Sydney with a cargo of horses, had docked at Saint-Denis-de-la-Reunion 
on August 21st. Baudelaire arrived there aboard the Mers-du-Sud on 
September 9th, but had to wait until November 4th before the Alcide was ready 
for the return voyage. We have no way of telling how he occupied his time on 
Reunion during these two months, though Theodore de Banville, who met him 
for the first time shortly after he got back to France, relates how Baudelaire told 
him over supper that he had lodged ‘with a family for whom his parents had 
given him a letter of introduction’. The story that Baudelaire went on to tell 
Banville may however have been pure invention. According to this account, 
bored with his hosts’ insipid conversation, he went off to live in the uplands 
‘with a tall coloured girl, quite young and knowing no French, who cooked him 
strangely spiced stews in a great cauldron of polished copper, round which a 
troop of little blackamoors danced and shrieked’.
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CRETE

Cretan mountain men have been described as living ‘in a past where a young 
man only attains his majority when he has stolen his first goat or abducted a 
girl or drawn blood in a family feud. Blood vendettas over family honour or 
sheep can go on for decades. Cretans, especially those who live in the 
mountains, have an inbuilt distrust of authority; they have a saying: ‘Prison is a 
place for heroes.’

*

In Crete you could be sitting in the deep shade of a village square within half 
an hour or even less of sunbathing on a beach. Secondary roads writhe and 
wriggle their way up the mountains, while here and there small crosses on tiny 
monuments by the edge of the road mark the spots where some unfortunates 
drove over, instead of on and up. Under the trees youths with staffs and slings 
tend sheep or goats in fields full of wild flowers. The tranquility is almost 
tangible, and from every ridge you have a sweeping view of trees, flowering 
shrubs and villages all rattling down the slopes to the shore.

*

Often, in the Repose of Evening her soul took a lightness from
the mountains across, although the day was harsh and
tomorrow foreign.
But, when it darkened well and out came the priest’s hand over
the little garden of the dead, She
Alone, Standing, with the few domestics of the night – the blowing
rosemary and the murmur of smoke from the kilns –
at sea’s entry, wakeful
Otherly beauty!

*
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Every summer, groups of lads and girls from all over Britain make their way to 
Malia, and it’s not hard to see why the Greek resort is one of our 
#LegendaryHolidays. It’s known as one of the world’s maddest clubbing 
destinations, and often goes up against the likes of Ibiza with its unreal clubs 
and amazing daytime activities. Malia holidays mean boat parties, bars, iconic 
nightclubs, and music everywhere you go. Malia nightlife is always buzzing, 
and there’s something for everyone whether you love House, Grime, RnB or 
just a mainstream tune or two. Malia clubs host a number of events featuring 
international DJs and artists. If you’d rather get down and dirty at an event, 
there are a number of paint, foam and full moon parties throughout the 
summer season. Our favourite Malia clubs include Apollo, the Candy Club, 
Safari and Corkers.
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SOLOMON IS.

A large group of gaunt and hollow-eyed Solomon Islanders watched me set up 
my boat under the palm trees at Honiata. Untypically for Melanesians, they 
made no move to help me. It was hard to tell whether they were pirates or 
castaways – they could have been either. At times like this, laboring under the 
unfriendly gaze of pitiless islanders, I seriously wondered whether my solitary 
island-hopping was such a great idea. But I knew that if i were home I would 
be cursing the traffic and wishing I were here, on a sunny day under the palms, 
preparing to launch myself across the open water.

*

I could see almost all of every one of them for they were naked except for a 
strip of calico lap-lap rolled up around the loins, but there were no individuals, 
no personalities. There was a double stream of spindly figures with big faces, 
each head made bigger by an enormous mound of tightly kinked hair on top of 
it, a rippling line of skin drenched in sweat and coconut oil to the richness of 
henna-coloured satin. As these figures sped past, the sunlight played over their 
sharp muscles exactly as it does over the coat of a chestnut race horse. No 
white-skinned runners ever looked so dazzling. We had heard a lot about the 
laziness of these “black swine” on the trip up, but I had never seen men of any 
color work so fast. I had never before seen a mass of naked men working either 
fast or slow. These first Melanesians were surely unlike any other aggregate of 
men in the world.

*

Residents of the Solomon Islands in the Pacific have some of the darkest skin 
seen outside of Africa. They also have the highest occurrence of blond hair seen 
in any population outside of Europe. Now, researchers have found the single 
gene that explains these fair tresses. A single mutation is responsible for almost 
half of the variation in Solomon Islanders’ hair color, the scientists reported 
Thursday in the journal Science. Most strikingly, this gene mutation seems to 
have arisen in the Pacific, not been brought in by fair-haired Europeans 
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intermarrying with islanders. “The human characteristic of blond hair arose 
independently in equatorial Oceania,” said study researcher Eimear Kenny, a 
postodoctoral scholar at the Stanford University School of Medicine. “That’s 
quite unexpected and fascinating.”
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HONG KONG

Kai Tak was always so much more than an airport. Hong Kong’s iconic 
international travel hub played a pivotal role in metropolitan life for 73 years, 
which came to an end with its closure 20 years ago. And rather than being 
marooned on the urban fringe like many busy aviation facilities, the airport 
was poised cheek by jowl with a residential neighbourhood – thousands of 
Kowloon City residents could not help but be aware of the precise moments the 
runway opened and closed. Passengers and staff had only to cross the 
footbridge over Prince Edward Road East and thread their way through the 
Regal Hotel to drop by workaday restaurants, stores, laundries and street stalls. 
Schoolchildren journeyed in the opposite direction, tucking themselves into 
quiet air-conditioned corners of Departures to pore over their homework. 
Cacophonous hail-and-farewell mobs – sisters, cousins, aunts – swirled back 
and forth in a flurry of banners and cameras. And plane spotters, shutterbugs 
and just-plain-gobsmacked passers-by would climb up to the terminal’s roof 
terrace to catch the surreal spectacle of aircraft thundering above their heads, 
seemingly close enough to spatter them with drops of jet fuel. While some Peak 
residents famously went to Kowloon only to catch a plane, pretty much 
everybody else in Hong Kong thought of Kai Tab as an intoxicating 
combination of civic treasure, amusement park and the daily triumph of 
human skill and engineering.

*

A little more than three years ago, Joshua Wong marked his 18th birthday amid 
tens of thousands of people occupying a stretch of Hong Kong’s financial 
district. The protests, for greater democracy, lasted nearly three months and 
made student activist Wong a global icon – a Netflix documentary about him 
has been submitted for the Oscars. On Oct. 13 this year, Wong marked another 
important birthday: He turned 21, not among friends and supporters, but in a 
prison cell. Wong was convicted in August for his role in what came to be 
called the Umbrella Movement – the charge was inciting others to take part in 
an unlawful assembly – and sentenced to six months’ jail. He was also 
separately convicted of other charges related to the 2014 demonstrations. Wong 
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has been granted bail pending appeal, but there’s still the potential for extra 
prison time over the second case.
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JAPAN

My desire was to predict and measure the infinity of the unbounded universe, 
from my own position in it, with dots – an accumulation of particles forming 
the negative spaces in the net. How deep was the mystery? Did infinite 
infinities exist beyond our universe? In exploring these questions I wanted to 
examine the single dot that was my own life. One polka dot: a single particle 
among billions. I issued a manifesto stating that everything – myself, others, 
the entire universe – would be obliterated by white nets of nothing ness 
connecting astronomical accumulations of dots.

*

Fusaku Shigenobu was born on September 20, 1945. Despite owning a shop, 
her family struggled to make ends meet. Shigenobu hated the way people 
treated her simply because she was poor. At school, teachers and students alike 
would mock Shigenobu, who never had money for lunch. Communism, a 
political philosophy that promised to eliminate poverty and make everyone 
equal, was attractive to the young Shigenobu. Like so many other young 
people of her day, she became involved with a student organization in college 
and participated in the violent student demonstrations of 1968. Through such 
activity she eventually became involved with the JLA. As a twenty-four years 
old student, Shigenobu worked as a hostress in a bar. Her boss said she “never 
looked like an extremist”. But when the manager suggested Shigenobu get 
married, she said she would never do so. “The revolution is my lover!” she 
vowed.
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NAURU

Traditionally the tiny island of Nauru, eight miles square, has excelled at two 
things. The first is phosphate production. Once upon a time they mined so 
much of the stuff there that they had a GDP of $123m. Split between the tiny 
population, it gave them a per capita income of $17,500. Which made it one of 
the richest countries on earth. The second is weightlifting. At the start of these 
Games, Nauru ranked 19th in the all-time medal table of the Commonwealth 
Games, with 10 gold, nine silver and nine bronze medals. That is 28 in total, 
every one of them won in that one sport. That is one medal for every 351 of its 
9,833 people. If you rearranged the table to run in terms of medals won per 
citizen, Nauru would be top, beating Samoa by a margin of more than 44,000.

*

At just 10 years old, Mizba Ahmed and her family fled persecution in 
Myanmar. Boarding a smuggler’s boat bound for Australia, she never imagined 
that instead of finding a better life, she’d end up spending 18 months in 
detention on the isolated Pacific island of Nauru. “Nauru is the worst place I’ve 
ever seen for children,” the 12-year old said. Dozens of children like Mizba 
have been held for months, or even years, at an Australian-backed refugee 
processing center on Nauru, a tiny island measuring just 21 square kilometers 
or eight square miles. CNN spoke to multiple current and former child 
detainees who describe the Nauru camp as a prison. They describe the 
hopelessness of their lives and the vanishing dreams of an education and a 
future beyond the confines of this tiny island.

*

With bloated bank balances, Nauruans stopped going fishing and imported 
pate foie gras and all manner of junk food instead. Next minute, they had 
multiple-digit diabetes, and presented as sumo wrestlers minus the muscle 
tone. With the guano stripped and much of the island now a moonscape, they 
desperately sought to parley what foreign reserves were left into ever more 
fantastical schemes to maintain the manner to which they wanted to remain 
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accustomed — everything from nutty musicals to big-time money laundering. 
Then along came Australia with a big cheque… if only Nauru didn’t mind 
running a concentration camp for stray boat people.
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EASTER IS.

Sex had always played a religious and economic role on Rapa Nui, just as it 
had in all other early island societies. When Jacob Roggeveen’s men landed on 
Rapa Nui in 1722, they encountered young women and boys seductively 
arrayed along the shoreline like Sirens, and the Dutch sailors were encouraged 
to respond in ways appropriate to their own desires. Katherine noted that 
“sexual morality, as known to us, was not a strong point in life on the island.”

*

On a winter night last June, Jose Antonio Tuki, a 30-year-old artist on Easter 
island, did one of the things he loves best: He left his one-room home on the 
southwest coast and hiked north across the island to Anakena beach. Legend 
has it the earliest Polynesian settlers hauled their canoes ashore at Anakena a 
thousand years ago or so, after navigating more than a thousand miles of open 
Pacific. Under the same same moon and stars Tuki sat on the sand and gazed 
directly before him at the colossal human statues – the moai. Carved centuries 
ago from volcanic tuff, they’re believed to embody the deified spirits of 
ancestors.

*

Its treeless landscape, anchored by three extinct volcanoes and fringed with 
sandy beaches, is home to more horses than humans. And the story behind its 
totemic moai, formidable figurines carved out of volcanic rock, are one of the 
world’s last mysteries. Exploring Easter Island feels like traveling back in time; 
like journeying to another galaxy. Everything here is foreign and wild. Life is 
simple and its fragility is omnipresent. The bones of horses lie scattered across 
rocky volcanic fields, the winds howl and high waves violently lash the 
island’s western shores. There’s an allure to this stark, seemingly inhospitable 
landscape.

*
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TORRES STRAIT IS.

Sailing the Torres Strait Islands in our own yacht was an experience, 
particularly for novices like us. The winds are regular, if strong, but the 
movements of tides and currents can be dramatic. The Torres Strait is a choke 
point between the Indian and Pacific Oceans and huge volumes of water surge 
backwards and forwards. In close passages between islands the tidal races grab 
at a vessel physically, thrusting it in various directions and pulling it along. 
Diesel-powered motor vessels are driven backwards in these conditions. In 
places such as Blue Fish Point in Price of Wales channel, the tide backs up to 
create a waterfall a metre high in the sea. Ad to this deflection, as currents 
collide in the passes between islands, ands gale force winds, and you have 
some of the most treacherous seas in Australia.

*

The idea of a separate Islander state had been foreshadowed explicitly by the 
Townsville-based Torres United Party (TUP) in 1977 and 1978. The TUP, 
founded in Townsville in 1976 by two expatriate Torres Strait Islanders, James 
Akee from a Murray Island family and Carlemo Wacando, a Darnley Islander, 
made a public call for Torres Strait independence under the banner of ‘the 
sacred Island nation’. (TUP to the United Nations Special Committee of  
Twenty-four on Decolonisation, 8 August 1979). 

*

Mer, Torres Strait (CNN): Australian NBA star Patty Mills could barely walk 
when he returned after midnight to his spartan lodging on the remote South 
Pacific island of Mer, his ancestral home in the middle of the Coral Sea. The 
village Elders gave him as thorough a workout as anything meted out by his 
trainers at the San Antonio Spurs, who re-signed him as their point guard in 
August for a reported $50 million ($65 million Australian).  “My trainer was 
worried about all the days of training I’ve been missing coming up here, but 
when he saw me doing my dance practice and the workout my legs were 
getting he said I’ll be fine,” Mills said. Mer, also known as Murray Island, is a 
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tiny dot of land, less than five square kilometers, that sits in the Torres Strait 
between Australia’s Cape York Peninsula and Papua New Guinea. Fewer than 
600 people live there, according to the latest census, and in August the entire 
island came out to welcome home one of their most famous sons.
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LESOTHO

Lesotho’s mountains seem stark. Yet it is here, sealed within these mountains, 
that the country’s true beauty and colour lie. While Lesotho lacks the huge 
parks and wild game reserves which attract visitors to other African countries, 
none can boast the variety of scenes and visual contrasts which awaits the 
traveller to Lesotho. Villages cloaked in smoke and the pink misty dew of a 
winter’s morning are best seen from horseback on a steep mountain trail. Triple 
rainbows following violent storms, fields of wild flowers stretched out like a 
thick carpet, and friendly greetings from passing Basotho horsemen are all part 
of the typical scene. Lesotho’s sapphire blue sky is full of puffy white clouds 
chasing across mountain peaks, and changes colour at the end of the day into 
radiant shades of red and orange. At night, brilliant stars appear, twinkling like 
diamonds spread out on black velvet.

*

*

Morena Leraba, in the isolated, snow-dappled hilltops of the small, landlocked 
kingdom of southern Africa’s Lesotho, used to tend livestock. Festooned with a 
woolen cape, gumboots and a balaclava, Leraba herded goats and sheep 
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through days of dreaming about something that had been forming in his head. 
Specifically: music. Now, at the age of 32, Leraba — real name Teboho Mochaoa 
— has left the shepherd’s life behind, and if he has the occasion to don the 
cape, boots and balaclava it’s because that’s what he wears onstage. And 
onstage is where his previous dreams have become a reality: Leraba’s music is 
a dizzying combination of traditional famo music, Sesotho shepherd poetry and 
electronic beats, all making for a messy and masterful mélange that pays 
tribute to both Lesotho’s ancient shepherd culture and one much more 
modern. “Maybe it’s a new kind of music,” Leraba says. “It’s a good thing to 
combine the old and the new, so I’m simply just doing that.”
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ZIMBABWE

Soon we are all busy drawing country-game on the ground, and it comes out 
great because today the earth is just the right kind of wet since it rained 
yesterday. To play country-game you need two rings: a big outer one, then 
inside it, a little one, where the caller stands. You divide the outer ring 
depending on how many people are playing and cut it up in nice pieces like 
this. Each person then picks a piece and writes the name of the country on 
there, which is why it’s called country-game. But first we have to fight over the 
names because everybody wants to be certain countries, like everybody wants 
to the USA and Britain and Canada and Australia and Switzerland and France 
and Italy and Sweden and Germany and Russia and Greece and them. These 
are the country-countries. If you lose the fight, then you just have to settle for 
countries like Dubai and South Africa and Botswana and Tanzania and them. 
They are not country-countries, but at least life is better than here. Nobody 
wants to be rags of countries like Congo, like Somalia, like Iraq, like Sudan, like 
Haiti, like Sri Lanka, and not even this one we live in – who wants to be a 
terrible place of hunger and things falling apart?

*

Rise Kagona is sitting in an Edinburgh cafe. It’s a warm August afternoon but 
he is dressed for winter, swaddled in a bomber jacket and a thick woollen shirt, 
the ever-present baseball hat glued to his head as he sips his tea and wonders. 
A quiet, thoughtful man, he wonders about a lot of things: the way humans 
impose boundaries on a world belonging solely to the Creator; how the value 
of life back home in Zimbabwe continues to deteriorate; above all, he wonders 
what on earth happened to the Bhundu Boys.  It was, the band’s guitarist, 
singer and founder member recalls with surprise, 20 years ago. In May 1986, 
Kagona and his young compatriots landed at Gatwick and stepped into the 
unknown. For a short spell they were welcomed with open arms, the 
infectious, virile joy of their music seducing all-comers and earning them a 
support slot for Madonna at Wembley and a record deal with Warner Brothers. 
And when it fell apart, it did so in truly tragic fashion.
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KURDISTAN

ERBIL, Iraqi Kurdistan – In early February 2016, a group of young men 
gathered in the ancient citadel at the heart of Erbil, the capital of Iraq’s 
autonomous Kurdistan Region. It was deep into the second winter of the 
Kurds’ war against the Islamic State and the region was mired in economic 
crisis. As a result, restoration work on the ancient UNESCO-listed site — said 
to be one of the oldest continuously inhabited places in the world — had 
ground to a halt, leaving the citadel with the air of an abandoned film set. 
Against this backdrop, 22 of the city’s finest dressed men gathered. Like an 
ostentation of peacocks they preened and posed, showing off their finery and 
taking innumerable selfies. At this first meeting of sartorial minds it was 
decided: with jobs limited, few opportunities and precious little else going on, 
why not be the best damn dandies they could be? From this not so humble 
start, Mr. Erbil — Iraq’s first gentleman’s fashion club — was born. Less than a 
year and four “Gentlemen’s Gatherings” later, its founders say they have 
started a movement — and they’ve got the Instagram followers to prove it.

*

A young Kurdish woman called “Rehana” has garnered a great deal of media 
attention over the past few days, after reports emerged claiming that she had 
killed more than a hundred ISIL fighters – single-handedly. A picture of the 
smiling beauty, wearing combat gear and toting a rifle, is still making the 
rounds of social media. Even as Rehana’s circumstances remain 
uncorroborated, the overabundance of attention she has received raises several 
important questions. It adds to the plethora of reports out there glamorising the 
all-female Kurdish battalions taking on ISIL fighters, with little attention to the 
politics of these brave women. Preoccupied with attempts to sensationalise the 
ways in which these women defy preconceived notions of eastern women as 
oppressed victims, these mainstream caricaturisations erroneously present 
Kurdish women fighters as a novel phenomenon. They cheapen a legitimate 
struggle by projecting their bizarre orientalist fantasies on it – and oversimplify 
the reasons motivating Kurdish women to join the fight. Nowadays, it seems to 
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be appealing to portray women as sympathetic enemies of ISIL without raising 
questions about their ideologies and political aims.
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ST KITTS & NEVIS

In a cell in the west wing of the Basseterre prison on the West Indies island of 
St. Kitts, behind lava-brick walls rimmed with coils of concertina wire, Bertil 
Fox is melting away in the Caribbean heat. Of the two-time Mr. Universe, a 
former bodybuilding prodigy who was once the Mozart of muscles, all that 
appear to retain their former size and shape are the mole below the right side 
of his lower lip and the gap between his two front teeth. Fox has lost his armor, 
the blood-filled sinew of those days during which he waged the battle for the 
perfect bulge–for the ribbed striations and popping vascularity that were his 
hallmarks. A sculptor bereft of his tools, he now wraps towels over the prison 
bars and pulls on them to exercise his once diamond-cut back. He does push-
ups for his arms. He lifts buckets filled with water for his triceps and his delts. 
But anabolic steroids, the Wheaties of most pro bodybuilders, aren’t served in 
prison along with the chicken and the rice. So the 270-pound man they used to 
call Brutal Fox is just a 205-pound Bertil.

*

Nevis has the dubious distinction of having its own pirate. John Evans was 
born in Wales in the late 17th century but had settled in Nevis and was master 
of a Nevis sloop. He lost his command, left Nevis, and journeyed to the 
notorious Port Royal, Jamaica. There he took up with a gang of cut-throats and 
began robbing houses at night. In September 1722, using a canoe, Evans and his 
confederates boarded a Bermuda sloop and he announced to the crew that 
hence forth he was their Captain. After some discussion, the entire crew joined 
him.

*

I’m right on target, my aim is straight
So you’re in love, I say what of it?
Things can change, there’s always changes
I want to try some rearranging, I say
Drop the pilot, try my balloon

324



Drop the monkey, smell my perfume
Drop the mahout, I’m the Easy Rider
Don’t use your army to fight a losing battle
Animal, mineral, physical, spiritual
I’m the one you need, I’m the one you need
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ANDORRA

Just as we reached the summit of the pass, the intense summer heat was 
tempered by a cool, damp breeze which blew down from the snow-drifts on 
the Peak of the Black Fountain, and a soft, mistlike rain fell, while we bared our 
heads, the better to feel the grateful drops. But soon black, angry clouds settled 
down over all the mountains around us, and low but incessant thunder 
growled back and forth between its precipices. Then, suddenly, the storm burst 
upon us. This was no gentle dripping of pleasant coolness, but beating, roaring, 
heart-chilling sheets of almost solid water. In a moment we were drenched to 
the skin. In five minutes the bridle-path was a veritable torrent, and we had to 
dismount, and lead our horses down the pass. Mountain-bred as the were, they 
stumbled dangerously over the slippery stones and still more treacherous 
grass. We too slipped and stumbled, ankle-deep in ice-water and greasy mud. 
Our teeth chattered, and the cold penetrated to our very bones.

*

If there had been a day long ago when the powers that be divided up the land 
and handed out the properties that would become Europe, I can imagine how 
the various recipients might have reacted. When the French saw their rolling 
hills and river valleys, they’d have knelt and handled the soil and declared that 
good wine would come of this land. And when the Italians saw their forests, 
they’d have anticipated the truffles and porcini and other wild fungi that 
would grow there. And when the Norwegians saw their proximity to the North 
Pole, they’d have known they would lead the world in Arctic exploration. And 
when the Greeks saw their many islands, they’d have foreseen their role in 
literature and lore as seafarers. And when the Andorrans saw the mountainous 
lands that would be theirs, just upslope of Spain and south of France, I think I 
know what they’d have said:  “Crummy. It’s going to be tough to build 
shopping malls up there.” Because building shopping malls seems to be the 
primary goal of the people of Andorra, that little landlocked nation smack in 
the rocky, craggy heart of the Pyrenees. Their secondary objective is apparently 
to deface their naturally beautiful land in whatever way is most convenient. 
Credit must be given, for they’ve succeeded in both enterprises.
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GUADELOUPE

A very familiar detective is trying to get to the bottom of the latest murder on a 
sun-drenched Caribbean island. I’m in Guadeloupe on the set of Death in 
Paradise, one of the UK’s most popular dramas and which beat even Poldark in 
last year’s ratings. It’s not so hard to see why the BBC show is so huge – who 
doesn’t want to mentally bathe in the beauty of turquoise oceans and endless 
golden beaches at this God-forsaken, wind-swept time of year? No, the real 
mystery is not Death in Paradise’s popularity, nor the murderer’s identity, but 
this – why don’t more Brits visit Guadeloupe?

*

Faithful to its task, which is the exploration of the mystery of man, modern 
poetry is engaged in an enterprise the pursuit of which concerns the full 
integration of man. There is nothing Pythian in such poetry. Nor is it purely 
aesthetic. It is neither the art of the embalmer, nor that of the decorator. It does 
not breed cultured pearls, nor does it deal in semblances and emblems, and it 
would not be satisfied by any feast of music. Poetry allies itself with beauty – a 
supreme union – but never uses it as its ultimate goal or sole nourishment. 
Refusing to divorce art from life, love from perception, it is action, it is passion, 
it is power, and always the innovation which extend borders. Love is its hearth-
fire, insurrection its law; its place is everywhere, in anticipation. It wants 
neither to deny nor to keep aloof, it expects no benefits from the advantages of 
its time. Attached to its own destiny and free from any ideology, it recognizes 
itself the equal of life, which is its own justification.

*

Everything moves slowly on the island, except cars. Basse-Terre’s main roads 
hug the coastline and the sides of steep hills — no guardrails! — and we would 
regularly pull over to let others, going faster than the posted 70 kph around 
hairpin curves, pass by. Deshaies, we later learned, was one of the most remote 
parts of the island, only connected by road about 50 years ago. It is the kind of 
charming place where you might spot a flier asking for help finding a lost pet, 
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and upon closer inspection, see that the fugitive animal is a peacock named 
Sidonie.

328



CAPE VERDE

After 3:30 am, women who are the island stevedores could be seen heading for 
the docks to seek employment. All hard physical labor on the island is done by 
women. They unload cargoes from the ships. The loads the carry upon their 
heads would make the average American cringe. Like American stevedores, 
these women compete for jobs along the waterfront. They will curse, connive, 
push, fight and do whatever is required to make a few escudos to feed their 
hungry children. It has been said that a Cape Verdean woman can carry a piano 
on her head if someone will load it for her.

*

I was now furnished with roots, with corn, such as it was, and with water; and 
leaving my friendly Negros, I made forward for about eleven days more, 
without offering to go near the shore, till I saw the land run out a great length 
into the sea, at about four or five leagues before me; and the sea being very 
calm, I kept a large offing, to make this point. At length, doubling the point, at 
some distance from the shore, I saw land on the other side, to seaward: then I 
concluded, as it was most certain, indeed, that this was the Cape Verde, and 
those the islands, called from thence, Cape Verde islands. However, they were 
at a great distance, and I could not well tell what I had best to do; for if I should 
be taken with a gale of wind, I might neither reach one or the other.

*

If ever there was as voice that embodied that of a siren, a voice that could 
seduce, sadden and sooth with its elegance, it was Cesaria Evora’s. It was the 
voice that lifted Cape Verde’s little-known blues, morna, beyond the island into 
the international world of music. As with the greatest blues singers of all time, 
the knowing and sensitivity Evora brought to morna was lived, not sought 
after. She was born in Mindalo, a port city on the island of Sao Vicente. Her 
musician father died when she was a young girl; Evora’s mother, unable to care 
for her, placed her in an orphanage soon after. By the age of 16, Evora was 
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already world-weary: swigging scotch, burning through cigarettes and 
captivating patrons with songs of loss in tiny Cape Verde taverns.
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NORTHERN ISLES

The Vikings might have disagreed, but there’s much to be said for approaching 
Orkney by plane. After the expanse of northern Scotland, the islands – 70 of 
them, 20 inhabited – fan out beneath you like lily pads, green and fertile, fields 
of crops and cattle running right down to the sea. That is if you arrive in the 
light. This time I was travelling in midwinter and we made our descent 
through blackness. My friends, John and Morag, were waiting to meet me. 
Chatting as we drove back to their farmhouse in Quoyloo I was reminded of 
how shrill and gushing I sound this far north. Orcadians are understated. They 
use words like “wonderful”, “marvellous” and “beautiful” sparingly, and their 
speech is lilting and gentle. A cow is a “coo”, just is “cheust”, and a baby (or 
bairn) is not small but “peedie”

*

His kingdom may be a rocky and storm-battered islet on the edge of the 
Atlantic, but in two days’ time Stuart Hill will proudly declare himself the 
world’s newest head of state. From the official residence of his tiny island off 
the west coast of Shetland – a two-man tent – Hill will pronounce that the state 
of Forvik has broken away from the United Kingdom, quit the EU and become 
a crown dependency. And in the months to come, Hill plans to mint his own 
currency – in the form of solid gold coins to be called gulde – print his own 
stamps and raise his own flag.  He is currently erecting the first and only 
permanent building on the island officially known as Forewick Holm: a 25-
square-metre dwelling built with polythene sheets, laminated wood, hardboard 
and turf, all anchored down by a fishing net to guard against the gales.

*

Even for the seasoned Shetlander, there are many things that don’t make sense 
about Up Helly Aa, he annual Viking fire festival in the capital of Lerwick that 
marks the passing of the darkest days of midwinter.  The crush of men 
squeezed into boob tubes and lace stockings. The Celtic drag queens, Popes 
and Gary Glitters armed with large flaming torches. The sky on fire with 
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paraffin smoke. The fancy dress mice staggering around the harbour the next 
morning. But the most glaring oddity is that it happens at all. Anywhere else in 
Britain, this kind of drunken revelry and pyromania would get you arrested.
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CHECHNYA

It’s hard to be a Chechen. If you’re a Chechen, you must feed and shelter your 
enemy when he comes knocking as a guest; you must give up your life for a 
girl’s honour without a second thought; you must kill your blood foe by 
plunging a dagger into his chest, because you can never shoot anyone in the 
back; you must offer your last piece of bread to your friend; you must get out 
from your car to stand and greet an elderly man passing foot; you must never 
run away, even if your enemy are a thousand strong and you stand no chance 
of victory, you must take up the fight all the same. And you can never cry, no 
matter what happens. Your beloved women may leave you, poverty may lay 
waste to your home, your comrades may lie bleeding in your arms, but you 
may never cry if you are a Chechen. If you are a man. Only once, once in a 
lifetime, may you cry: when your mother dies.

*

Ramzan is rarely seen outside his village of Tsentoroy, one of the unsightliest of 
Chechen villages, unfriendly, ugly and swarming with murderous-looking 
armed men. The village is a collection of narrow, winding, dusty streets 
hemmed in by enormous fences, behind most of which live members of the 
Kadyrov family and the families of Kadyrov’s most trusted bodyguards and 
soldiers of the ‘Presidential Security Service’. Two of three years ago, those 
villagers of Tsentoroy whom Kadyrov didn’t trust were simply expelled and 
their houses given to the bruisers of the Security Service.

*

She was brave beyond belief, reporting a gruesome war and a creeping 
dictatorship with a sharp pen and steel nerves. It may be a chilling coincidence 
that Anna Politkovskaya was murdered on Vladimir Putin’s birthday, but her 
friends and supporters are in little doubt that her dogged, gloomy reporting of 
the sinister turn Russia has taken under what she called his “bloody” 
leadership was what led to her body being dumped in the lift of her Moscow 
apartment block. Miss Politkovskaya’s journalism was distinctive. Not for her 
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the waffly, fawning and self-satisfied essays of the Moscow commentariat, nor 
the pervasive well-paid advertorials. Austere and a touch obsessive, she 
reported from the wrecked villages and shattered towns of Chechnya, talking 
to those on all sides and none, with endless patience and gritty determination.
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LATVIA

Ritums Ivanovs’ painting is hyperrealistic yet unique. His focus is always on 
the interplay between the spectator, the portrayed person and the artist. The 
captured emotions, which arise by looking at the finished artworks, are 
powerful testimonies of our time. Ivanovs lines up his scenes and portraits just 
like film sequences. By taking fragments of an indefinite reality, a new reality is 
emerging that casts a spell on the spectator like an untamed dream in a twilight 
sleep that you think you can influence. In the end you have experienced 
everything, uncertain what is dream and what is reality. 

*

The waitress brought them bowls of iceberg lettuce with lumps of shaved 
carrots on top. “Comes with dinner,” she said with a thick accent. Her name 
was Nastasia and she was from Latvia. She had a round face with baby fat 
around the mouth and skeptical violet eyes, all of which made her age 
impossible to determine. “I thought this was a Polish restaurant,” Celine said. 
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“Actually, most of our customers think Latvia is in Poland,” said Nastasia, 
clattering down two small bowls of white borscht floating with rounds of 
sausage. “Also comes with dinner.”

*

The Universe According to Ernests Gulbis; it’s a little weird. Gulbis has shown 
over the past month that he is the most dangerous young player on the men’s 
tour, yet he isn’t sure whether he even likes tennis, and he is adamant that he 
doesn’t care for fame or money. As for the night that he spent in a police cell in 
Stockholm, after he was arrested for soliciting prostitutes during a tournament, 
he regards that as a hilarious and wonderful adventure, as “it was great, it was 
great fun, a very funny time”.
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BAROTSELAND

Siemboka symbolizes the death of childhood and the birth of womanhood. This 
can be seen in the behaviour of the mwalanjo, the girl for whom Siemboka is 
held. On the first day of a Siemboka, the mwalanjo is brought out of her house by 
one of her aunts and made to lie still on the ground. She stays there motionless 
all day, symbolizing the death of her prior life as a child. In addiction, the 
mwalanjo is always covered by a new blanket. This symbolizes her new life as a 
woman. Lying under the blanket he appears to be in a cocoon, from which she 
will emerge to begin a new life. Gathered around her are members of her 
family and friends from her village, but they completely ignore the mwalanjo, 
except for an aunt who checks on her throughout the day to make sure she is 
all right. Instead of paying attention to the mwalanjo, the people gathered there 
have a party.

*

Tell anyone in the Zambian capital, Lusaka, you’re going to Mongu, capital of 
the Western Province, and they’ll tell you a variation of “it’s a very long 
way”. Indeed it is – about seven hours by car – but that doesn’t explain the lack 
of development there.  The main street through town is barely paved: it’s 
rundown and in need of investment. It’s plain for anyone to see. Residents 
have seen other parts of Zambia progress and feel their home town just hasn’t 
kept up. The feeling they’ve been neglected, looked down upon, even ignored 
by central government is fuelling separatist sentiment.  Within Barotseland, 
now known as Western Province, the majority of people want independence 
but the rising tide of discontent stops at its borders.

*

Come to higher ground with hybrid artist Mukwae Wabei Siyolwe as she 
explores modern-day revolutions spurred by social media in Africa while 
simultaneously looking back in time to her ancient flood ritual in Barotseland 
which annually moves the nation to higher ground during Kuomboka – to 
wade in the water.  In this hybrid multi-generational archival encounter, 
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Mukwae Wabei Siyolwe meets her great grandfather King Lewanika of 
Barotseland in the ever-present past in Dreamtime. Through an archive of 
photographs, she passes between her indigenous and western identities which 
collide and blurs the lines between exhibit, documentary, and performance – 
between old and new – and between spiritual, blues, hip-hop, opera and 
ancestral sounds.
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SVALBARD

Svalbard was initially viewed as a place unfit for human habitation, and the 
seventeenth century annals of the English and Russian Muscovy Company 
provide a vivid illustration of this. Concerned about safeguarding its whaling 
stations, the company tried to entice prisoners who had been sentenced to 
death to spend the winter on Svalbard by promising them both wages and 
freedom. Once the prisoners arrived, however, they grew so fearful they 
refused the offer and begged to be taken home. For them death by hanging was 
preferable to spending a winter on Svalbard facing extreme cold, polar bears 
and scurvy.

*

In addition to dealing with round-the-clock darkness in the winter and the 
constant threat of polar bears, the 2,000 residents in the remote Norwegian 
town of Longyearbyen must also follow one very strange law: it’s illegal to die 
there. Located on the Norwegian archipelago of Svalbard about halfway 
between mainland Norway and the North Pole, Longyearbyen is so cold that 
dying has been illegal there since 1950 when locals discovered that bodies 
weren’t decomposing in the cemetery because of the frigid weather. In fact, 
when scientists exhumed corpses of those who died in the 1918 flu pandemic in 
1998, they were able to retrieve live samples of the deadly virus.

*

In a tragicomic photograph to be found on the internet, a hydrogen balloon lies 
sideways on the sea ice, somewhere north of Svalbard. Still inflated, it clings to 
its spherical dignity, while the ropes that connect it to its upended basket 
describe elegant catenaries. It is a dark silhouette against a horizonless 
surround, in which the white ice of the foreground grades into a lightly greying 
sky. The two men posing by the basket and the one behind the camera don’t 
have long to live. They will make it across the ice back to land but, with 
inadequate provisions and equipment, will die there. It will take some decades 
before their remains and their camera are found. Such was the fate of the 1897 
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expedition, brave to the point of idiocy, in which the Swede SA Andrée tried to 
fly to the north pole. He used a steering system that was almost certain not to 
work, and he set off in his newly made balloon without final checks for leaks.
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SABA

Mount Scenery rises almost 3,000 feet into the West Indian sky, with The 
Bottom, a splendidly organized little town, sitting with aplomb in the crater of 
the old volcano. The Bottom, its red buildings spread out across one of the few 
non-vertical areas of Saba, is a misty, cosy place, with a self-contained life. It 
has modern schools, a radio station, churches, a fire station, a police house, a 
two-cell jail (with a roof for sunbathing), a hospital and old people’s home, the 
latter two conveniently joined together. There are stores in each of the island 
villages, two hotels and a Chinese restaurant.

*

Since 1958 the hairpin Road that twists and turns for 6 1/2 miles has connected 
most parts of the island. But for years before that, authorities had said that 
Saba’s ruggedness made it impossible for a road to be built. Despite the 
experts, a local, Josephus Lambert Hassell, sent away for a correspondence 
course in engineering in 1938 and for the next 20 years he and other Sabans 
built the Road by hand. The island’s first car arrived in 1947 when a Jeep lashed 
to two rowboats was almost swamped as 50 men lifted it to land. Before the 
Road, the four main villages had so little contact with each other that they 
developed their own dialects. Saba’s isolation from the rest of the Caribbean 
was even worse. Columbus sighted Saba in 1493. The first settlers were Dutch 
who arrived in 1640 from nearby St. Eustatius. By 1665 the island’s 250 
inhabitants were from the Netherlands, England, Ireland and Scotland. That 
same year, the English captured the island from the Dutch, the first of 12 flag 
changes in the next 150 years. The first settlement, at Ft. Bay, was destroyed by 
a landslide in 1651, forcing the settlers inland to higher ground.

*
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VENEZUELA

After oil, beauty queens may be Venezuela’s biggest export: Women from the 
South American nation have captured seven Miss Universe titles and crown 
holders have gone on to notable careers as actresses, journalists and even 
presidential candidates. When the annual Miss Venezuela pageant is aired on 
television, millions tune in, paralyzed in suspense as contestants parade on 
stage in neon-colored bikinis while their measurements are read aloud and 
they answer questions like how they would draw people back to the waning 
Roman Catholic church. As the nation plummets into economic ruin, even 
more young women are holding fast to dreams of becoming beauty queens. At 
a recent casting for the Nuestra Belleza Venezuela contest, a pack of teens and 
20-something women donned towering heels and coated their lips in glossy 
pink hues before strutting in front of judges. Among them was Oxlaniela 
Oropeza, a law student. “My values are intact and no one can take that away 
from me,” she said. “From the time I was 6 years old, my goal has been to 
become Miss Venezuela.”

*

An explosion of “revolutionary” graffiti, posters and murals across Venezuela 
is spreading the Chavez government’s ever-more radical messages to try to 
form a new generat ion of soc ia l i s t s and counter opposi t ion 
propaganda.  Perhaps the most notable image to spring up recently is a 
politicized take on Italian master Caravaggio’s “David With the Head of 
Goliath” that shows a young boy with a sword clutching U.S. Secretary of State 
Clinton’s bleeding head. Further illustrating the quick end to Chavez’s early 
fruitless overture to Barack Obama, another image shows the U.S. president as 
a manic-eyed half-human and half-robot next to the slogan: “The Empire’s 
New Toy.” Elsewhere, in murals full of bellicose symbolism, the Virgin Mary 
and Jesus carry AK-47s.
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ETHIOPIA

It was so simple at first. There was Band Aid and a song called “Do They Know 
It’s Christmas?” Then Live Aid and USA for Africa and a brood of sub-‘Aids’, 
the trustees of compassion, bearing money and food, planning airlifts and 
rescue caravans, buying trucks and planes, selling records, and singing songs. 
But what began as the most spectacular musical event in history has become an 
instrument in the greatest of Ethiopia’s many tragedies. The road of misery for 
millions of Ethiopians is being paved with the good intentions — but 
misguided or ill-planned or just plain irresponsible execution — of Live Aid 
and its spin-offs. 

*

According to Sir Bob Geldof, it’s the best Italian restaurant in the world bar 
none. And for nearly 60 years, its home-made fettuccine al gorgonzola and 
raviolini verdi ai funghi porcini have won the approval of everyone from ex-
President Jimmy Carter to Brad Pitt.  The only surprising thing is that 
Ristorante Castelli is located not in Milan, Rome or New York, but in Addis 
Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia. You’ll find it on Mahatma Gandhi Street, in the 
middle of the lively Piazza area, just half a mile from Africa’s biggest market, 
the teeming Mercato.

*

Sixteen years ago this month, a barefoot youngster, living in a mud hut in sub-
Saharan Africa, ignored his father’s imprecations to stop wasting the batteries 
in the transistor radio. He continued to listen rapt as the commentator 
described the tiny Miruts Yifter unleashing his withering sprint to beat all the 
“big boys” in the Olympic 10,000 metres in Moscow. Yifter “the Shifter” 
repeated the feat in the 5,000m later that week. And the seven-year-old danced 
out in the fields again, oblivious to the thin air of the East African highlands, 
for he knew exactly on which track his future lay.

*
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GRENADA
 
Brothers and sisters, this is Maurice Bishop speaking. At 4.15 am this morning, 
the People’s Revolutionary Army seized control of the army barracks at True 
Blue. The barracks were burned to the ground. After half-an-hour struggle, the 
forces of Gairy’s army were completely defeated, and surrendered. Every 
single soldier surrendered, and not a single member of the revolutionary forces 
was injured. At the same time, the radio station was captured without a shot 
being fired. Shortly after this, several cabinet ministers were captured in their 
beds by units of the revolutionary army. I am now calling upon the working 
people, the youths, workers, farmers, fishermen, middle-class people, and 
women to join our armed revolutionary forces. Virtually all stations have 
surrendered. Resistance will be futile.

*

Shortly after the events of 1983, local newspapers published a photo of 15-year-
old Simon Alexander, a secondary school student who had been killed during 
the massacre at Fort George. His image haunted me, to the point that I tore the 
photo out of the paper and saved it – for reasons that were unclear to me at the 
time. I was inspired to create a very rare (for me) symbolic painting, built 
around the image of the boy whose senseless murder had so affected me. I 
entitled it Memorial to Simon: ‘for peace comes dropping slow…’ The quote is 
from William Butler Yeats’ poem, The Lake Isle of Inisfree. I thought it aptly 
captured the sense of relief we all felt after the conflagration which had 
engulfed Grenada, and from which we had been rescued by the brief military 
intervention of US and Caribbean troops.

*

Located between two and eight meters underwater, the collection of over 65 
sculptures is home to a number of species, including peacock flounder, juvenile 
striped parrot fish, banded coral shrimp, and fire worms. The sculptures are in 
clear, shallow waters and can be easily seen by divers, snorkelers, and those in 
glass-bottomed boats. Despite the fact that some of the pieces weigh as much as 
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15 tons, they are not impervious to the powers of the ocean. Taylor’s first work, 
Grace Reef, was torn to pieces by a hurricane. But such destruction is part of 
the point of Taylor’s work. As the sculptures interact with their underwater 
environment in unpredictable ways, the art becomes more interesting and more 
complex. Eventually they may disappear completely into the expansive blue 
gallery they inhabit.
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ANNOBON

Without an understanding of the colonial history of this region, it makes little 
sense that Annobon is a territory of Equatorial Guinea. It is 480km southwest of 
Corisco, separated from the rest of the nation by a vast stretch of the 
Atlantic Ocean, as well as the island of São Tome. It is home to an isolated 
population of a few thousand residents, who speak Fa d’Ambo, a Portuguese 
Creole that hints at their unusual ancestry. Historically marginalised,  today 
Annobon is changing at a rapid pace thanks to a construction boom on 
the island spurred on by the completion of the new airport in 2010.

*

On the 14th of March, at daylight, we were in sight of the beautiful little island 
of Annobon, nominally a colony of the Portuguese. The inhabitants are said to 
be descended from the slaves of a Portuguese slave-ship, which was wrecked 
on these shores many years ago: they are intelligent and industrious. Their 
frequent intercourse with ships has enabled them to speak French, Portuguese, 
Spanish, English, and several African languages. The produce of their industry 
is brought off to all vessels passing, and exchanged for old clothes, etc. The 
number of inhabitants is said to be 3,000.

*

There is no reliable news outlet in Equatorial Guinea; the government is one of 
the most corrupt and brutal in the world and independent journalism of all 
kinds is repressed. President Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo and his 
cronies are very rich, but Guineans remain poor: most people don’t have access 
to computers; those who do, have their internet activity monitored and 
censored. The situation is even more extreme on Annobon (an island of 
Equatorial Guinea). Put Annobon into Google Maps and you get a crude 
outline of a green blob – you have to click out 10 times before the west coast of 
Africa even comes into view. There is no online island newspaper, no 
blogosphere. There are hardly any photos.
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*

A new history has started to be written in Annobon. A history that, without 
erasing the past of slavery, abandonment and oblivion that the island suffered 
for centuries, will project a different future, with hope and prosperity. As the 
Mayor of San Antonio de Pale said during his speech in the celebration, “it’s 
never too late to do well”, and it seems like it is not too late for the island of 
Annobon.

350



SAUDI ARABIA

Wadjda builds a complex portrait of a place and people around a simple story: a 
10-year-old girl, Wadjda, wants a bicycle. However, it’s unheard of for girls to 
ride bicycles in her Riyadh suburb—it’s improper, says her teacher, and will 
lead to infertility, says her mother. Meanwhile, she navigates memorizing the 
Koran for a school contest, making mixtapes in her bedroom, dealing with her 
parent’s tense marriage, and keeping her headscarf in place while she scampers 
around her city’s dusty streets. “A woman’s voice is her nakedness,” notes 
Wajdja’s schoolteacher early on in the film, saying that women’s voices 
shouldn’t be heard outside. Thus, much of the film takes place inside, where 
Wadjda, her mother, and her friends learn, cook, laugh, and sing together in 
jeans and t-shirts.

*

By now the imam was weeping with religious fervour. Some of the men 
listening began to cry as well.  I suddenly remembered his hate sermons 
against Jews, Shia and Sufi Muslims, Hindus and Christians. I recalled his 
hundreds of speeches that he repeatedly gave to drum into our heads that 
women are weak human beings and inferior to men. I had a strong headache 
coming on. I felt like my head was about to explode. I didn’t want to be there 
any more. I could no longer sit and close my eyes and pretend that I wasn’t 
hearing what he was saying. I could no longer block out his voice obliterating 
my ears, poisoning my heart. I didn’t want to hate anybody.

*

“Do they still show it in America?” asked Saeed Owairan, the Saudi Arabian 
who scored the most spectacular goal during the last World Cup finals. 
Owairan scored the goal against Belgium in Saudi Arabia’s final match of the 
first round. The on-field temperature at RFK Stadium in Washington was close 
to 104 degrees Fahrenheit when Owairan took control of the ball in his own 
half, outran and outwitted five Belgian defenders, then smacked a fast-rising, 
right-footed shot past the goalkeeper, Michel Preud’homme. The goal qualified 
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the Saudis for the second round in their first World Cup finals appearance, and 
when Owairan returned to the Saudi capital, King Fahd gave him a luxury car. 
But it would not be long before Owairan’s new-found celebrity began to 
generate more problems than perquisites. Owairan’s penchant for Western-
style nightlife would ultimately lead to a prison term and one-year suspension 
from competitive soccer.
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LIBERLAND

On Sept. 26, 2016, the Croatian high court ruled that the lower courts must once 
and for all rule on the borders of their country. It’s technically the last piece that 
The Free Republic of Liberland needs in order to establish their own country – 
although that’s not stopping the president of Liberland Vit Jedlicka from 
moving forward with settling the new country. According to the Liberland 
website, when an area on the west bank of the Danube wasn’t claimed by either 
Serbia or Croatia, where the seven square kilometers lies in between, “Vit 
Jedlicka seized the opportunity and on 13 April 2015 formed a new state in this 
territory – Liberland.” He discovered the land startlingly simply: on Wikipedia 
under the term “no man’s land.” It turns out the stretch of land was the 
product of a longtime border dispute between Croatia and Serbia, both of them 
stating it did not belong to them. At the time, Jedlicka was running the liberty-
oriented think tank reformy.cz and helped start the Libertarian Party in the 
Czech Republic. Jedlicka moved on from that to become President Jedlicka 
when he, his wife and a friend planted a flag into the ground to claim it.

*

*
Vit Jedlicka: We’re a role model of a new type of state, a state that doesn’t have 
obligatory taxes, we will only have voluntary taxes, so people pay as much 
as  they want, but not only that, whenever people will pay taxes to  the state, 
they will get the shares of  the country they’re living in  and I think that’s a 
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revolutionary concept. So it’s not that you pay $20 million in taxes and nobody 
in the state even says thank you, and you have the same vote as somebody that 
just killed 10 people and is in prison, no, we want to fix that.
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BRITTANY

Somewhere during my ten days in Paris (and Brittany) I received an 
illumination of some kind that seems to’ve changed me again, towards what I 
suppose’ll be my pattern for another seven years or more: in effect, a satori: the 
Japanese word for ‘sudden illumination’, a ‘sudden awakening’, or simply 
‘kick in the eye.’ – Whatever, something did happen and in my first reveries 
after the trip I’m back home regrouping all the confused rich events of those 
ten days, it seems the satori was handed to me by a taxi driver named 
Raymond Baillet, other times I think it might’ve been my paranoiac fear in the 
foggy streets of Brest Brittany at 3 A.M., other times I think it was Monsieur 
Casteljaloux and his dazzlingly beautiful secretary (a Bretonne with blue-black 
hair, green eyes, separated front teeth just right in eatable lips, white wool knit 
sweater, with gold bracelets and perfume) or the waiter who told me ‘Paris est 
pourri’ (Paris is rotten).

*

The most widely cited way in which Breton was suppressed, both in some 
private Catholic schools and in some state schools, was with the use of the so-
called ‘symbole’. This symbol could take many forms – it might be a clog, a 
horse’s hoof, a model of a cow or some other object. When a teacher caught a 
pupil speaking in Breton rather than French, the symbol was given as a mark of 
shame and ridicule to the Breton speaker. The next pupil to be caught speaking 
in Breton would then be handed on the symbol by the previous carrier. These 
symbols underlined the message that speaking Breton was something 
shameful, to be ridiculed and punished.

*

Trump’s outburst about the “shithole countries” reminded the French—as well 
as theater fanatics around the world—of a figure who existed only on the stage 
for a century. To a French ear, Trump’s term evokes the first utterance of the 
central character in the play, Ubu Roi, that, in 1896, set the standard for the 
grotesque in politics. That utterance was a thunderous “Shit!”—the opening 
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salvo from the famous Père Ubu, who had been dreamed up in 1888 by a 15-
year-old secondary-school student from Brittany. Alfred Jarry grew into a 
genius of burlesque and a destroyer of idols; he was an inspiration for the 
symbolists, surrealists, and Dadaists who followed.
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TIBET

The mud hut was dark and cold, with only a yak-oil lamp lighting the room. 
The travelling merchants couldn’t believe that this shabby house in such a 
remote village might be the right one, but they carefully laid out dozens of 
objects just in case. “Show us the things that belong to you,” whispered the 
oldest merchant to a a small boy. The boy’s parents were bewildered as their 
son picked up a drum and then some old prayer beads. “It’s mine. It’s mine,” 
he said, confidently each time. The merchants raised their eyebrows at each 
other – the items had belonged to their dead leader. The boy chose correctly. 
“Perhaps we have found him after all,” they secretly hoped.

*

*
Fans are mourning the death of Beastie Boys’ Adam Yauch,  and are 
remembering an influencer who both changed the face of rap and the way stars 
bring critical causes to world’s biggest stages.  Yauch, who died at age 47 
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Friday, played an integral role in raising awareness and funds for Tibet’s 
struggle to liberate itself from China. As the Beastie Boys settled into its 90s 
heyday, Yauch, also known as “MCA,” decided to take on another role – 
advocating for Tibet’s independence. After sampling the work of two Tibetan 
monks on the group’s 1994 “Ill Communication” album, Yauch decided that he 
wanted to do more than just give the pair some royalty profits. He decided to 
establish the Milarepa Fund and enlist the help of activists worldwide to fight 
for Tibet’s freedom. “We’re able to help the Tibetans to gain their freedom,” 
Yauch said in a ‘Frontline’ interview. “But I think the really significant part of it 
for us for the western world is we have a lot to gain from the Tibetans: I mean 
understandings of compassion and of non-violence that are things that we 
really lack in our society.”
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YEMEN

The Prince handle was Hamed’s own idea. “A revelation came to me at 16,” he 
says. “All true princes must someday become kings.” In Yemen, the homeland 
of his parents, he is already treated  like royalty. President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
rains gifts on him – a Rolex, a Mercedes, and, most recently, a couple of mini-
palaces. “The president calls me before every fight,” Hamed boasts. “He has 
begged me to campaign for him in the next election.” Adoring Yemenites send 
him letters signed in blood, and his face adorns  everything there from milk 
cartons to composition books. Five  different postage stamps bear Hamed’s 
likeness. (“It’s the only way I’ll ever be licked,” he says). 

*

On the street most men look at me lecherously and all of them want to screw 
me. If they weren’t also watching each other I’d be raped on the pavement at 
least twenty times a day. Is it because I’m unmarried and have never had any 
sexual adventures that I seem so extraordinarily committed to virtue? I have 
nothing against sex. In fact, I await with baited breath my bridegroom’s arrival. 
But this overly intense, ocular male provocation enrages me, almost driving me 
crazy at times. Then I must exert a superhuman effort to keep myself from 
screaming and cursing.

*

Murad Subay sees the devastated streets and bombed buildings in Yemen’s 
war as something more than just ruins: he sees canvases onto which he can tell 
stories through art.  The award-winning 30-year-old  street artist’s aim is to 
spread a message of peace during Yemen’s current crisis – and his work is 
having a major impact in Yemen and abroad. “Street art has never really been a 
part of Yemeni culture, but after seven years of war, it is becoming more 
normal,” he says. “I am against the war, and doing art in times of war means 
we want peace.”

*
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ST HELENA

At midnight exactly, British soldiers wrench the iron grate and the three slabs 
free of the earth. By the light of the a torch, they uncover the four nesting 
coffins of mahogany, lead, ebony and tin. They open the final one carefully, and 
the doctor lifts the white linen cloth away. There he lies in the uniform of the 
Chasseurs de la Garde, medals on his breast, hat resting on his thighs as if 
asleep: quiet and relaxed, with a deformed nose, a bluish beard and long, very 
white fingernails. His body is dessicated. Those who disturb the sleep of the 
dead are shocked; his loyal followers weep. In the pouring rain, a procession of 
forty-three carries his sarcophagus to the road, where it is heaved on to a 
wagon and covered with a purple pall embroidered with golden bees. Three 
days later, on 18 October 1840, anchor is weighed. The emperor is returning 
home.

*

Cabbages, peas, beans, cauliflowers, turnips, carrots, beetroot, cucumbers, 
lettuce, tomatoes were raised in abundance. The land was portioned out to 
various settlers, and in 1679 it was ordained that when a soldier married a free 
planter’s widow, and became entitled to her deceased husband’s land, he 
should be given ten acres and one cow from the Company; and if he married a 
farmer’s daughter or a young woman sent out from England who had no land, 
he was in such case to have twenty acres and two cows. Every unmarried man 
sent out from England as a settler was to have ten acres of land and one cow, 
and ten acres more and another cow if he married a planter’s daughter or an 
Englishwoman.

*

Check-in is at Johannesburg airport, at the ungodly hour of 7am – the 9am 
flight has been scheduled, I will later be told by the governor of St Helena, in 
order to have the least wind shear to battle. “Tell me I’ll be OK,” I mutter to the 
Airlink lady, who’s demanded my travel insurance documents as well as my 
passport (these will be scrutinised again on landing, so expensive is it for sick 
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visitors to be airlifted out). “Of course you’ll be OK,” she says. “I’ve done 
check-in for all the flights, and everyone’s been fine.” Then she pauses. “Of 
course, I’ve only checked them in when they’re going there,” she says darkly. 
“I’ve never seen anyone come back.”
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MONACO

Monaco was clean, with small clean streets.
There was not much in the way of a shore.
There was hardly any place to go.
How feminine the tiny cityscape was – 
all whimsical curves and dark, rich cul-de-sacs.
So unlike Corsica, its coarse cousin nearby –
an island of Mafia, sharp rocks,
and hairy wild boars that twitched like genitals.
 
Delicate Monaco,
how on earth did you protect yourself?
Before the Ansbacher bank office,
one clipped, well-behaved London plane tree,
not welcoming like ordinary trees,
was kept apart by a white spear-tipped fence,
and had a somewhat diffident sense of noblesse oblige.
Through the cream silk brocade window treatments,
you could see it: it did not contain birds,
repelled the idea of nests, its roots
trained and snipped. At night, it was lit.
Winds shook the leaves like a showgirl’s tassels.
In the palace hung a portrait of Princess Grace’s family.
an extravaganza of pastel sfumato by R.W. Cowan,
blurring every frail, authentic thing.
Surrounded by high cliffs,
the air in the principality backed up like in a closet
Lovers smooched on the embankment.
The night cross-dressed into dawn.

*

“Monte Carlo, ’88, the last qualifying session. I was already on pole and I was 
going faster and faster. One lap after the other, quicker, and quicker, and 
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quicker. I was at one stage just on pole, then by half a second, and then one 
second… and I kept going. Suddenly, I was nearly two seconds faster than 
anybody else, including my team mate with the same car. And I suddenly 
realised that I was no longer driving the car consciously. I was kind of driving 
it by instinct, only I was in a different dimension. It was like I was in a tunnel, 
not only the tunnel under the hotel, but the whole circuit for me was a tunnel. I 
was just going, going – more, and more, and more, and more. I was way over 
the limit but still able to find even more. Then, suddenly, something just kicked 
me. I kind of woke up and I realised that I was in a different atmosphere than 
you normally are. Immediately my reaction was to back off, slow down. I drove 
back slowly to the pits and I didn’t want to go out any more that day. It 
frightened me because I realised I was well beyond my conscious 
understanding.”
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ANJOUAN

By day, Anjouan’s capital Mutsamudu is a scruffy mixture of potholed roads 
and decaying or incomplete buildings. Cattle munch on piles of rubbish strewn 
on the stony beach. Unemployment and late payment of salaries are standard, 
although not confined to Anjouan. Near the mosque, dozens of men sit under 
leafy breadfruit trees, while hawkers sell DVDs and toothpaste. “You get up in 
the morning and where are you going to go?” a teacher said.

*

Aged 18, Mohamed had just finished his final exams when he left his homeland 
in the dead of night to board an illegal smuggler boat. This would be a journey 
from which he would not return. By the time his family realised he was gone, 
he had already drowned. For years, all eyes have been on the Mediterranean 
immigration crisis while the death toll on the other side of the Equator rapidly 
rose to five figures and eluded the European gaze. Hidden in the Indian Ocean, 
about 200 miles off the southeast African coast, lies the largest marine burial 
ground in the world: a 70km strip of lethal shark-infested waters between two 
islands, one of which is African, the other European. It is estimated that 30,000 
people like Mohamed have died attempting the passage, their bodies lost at 
sea.

*

Civil unrest broke out across the islands in early 1997 as civil servants 
demanded payments of salary arrears. The financial and political crisis fueled 
secessionist movements on both Anjouan and Moheli. Large anti-government 
demonstrations shook the islands. A Koranic scholar, Abdallah Ibrahim, the 
leader of the Anjouani separatists,  accused the Comorian government of 
abandoning Anjouan and of leaving the Anjouanis impoverished and under-
developed. On 5 August 1997, Ibrahim, with the support of the majority of the 
Anjouanis, declared Anjouan independent of the Comoros.

*

365



On Anjouan, many of the women are to be seen dressed in a long cloth, in the 
traditional red and white colours of the flag of Sultan Abdallah. This cloth – 
called the chiromani – covers the whole head and body, and is manipulated in 
such a way as to leave only a narrow eye-slit through which to peer. The 
women are very shy, and permission to photograph them is not readily 
granted. When asked, many of the more liberal young ladies reply that they 
would not mind, but that their fathers would not approve.
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MAORI

Raid and foray, massacre and pillage. The wild inland tribes carried fire and 
tomahawk as far away as Maketu, on the Bay of Plenty coast, and not until the 
general adoption of Christianity by Waikato and Ngati-Maniapoto about 1840 
did these terrible wars of extermination cease. Later, Hau-auru, now leader of 
his hapu, threw himself with savage energy into the national movement for the 
establishment of the Maori Kingdom, together with Te Heuheu, Rewi 
Maniapoto, Patara te Tuhi, Taonui, Te Rangi-ka-karuru (“The Thundering 
Heavens”) and many another patriot chief. He fought the pakeha in the 
Waikato War which followed, and survived to see the garden-lands of his 
people covered with the redoubts and farm-houses of the conquering race.

*

Three teenagers from New Zealand sing in the Maori language about abuse 
perpetrated by British colonisers. Thanks to their thrash metal music, young 
people are growing closer to native culture. Their name is Alien Weaponry, the 
same name given to the British colonial arsenal that attacked the natives of 
New Zealand. Three youngsters between the ages of 15 and 17 play thrash 
metal music and sing in the language of their Maori ancestors, te reo, to tell 
their story and keep a dying indigenous culture  alive. This combination of 
heavy metal instruments and Maori lyrics written by the young band from 
Auckland isn’t only unique, it works perfectly. Their epic imagery and message 
against oppression, abuse and the consequences of colonialism  is attracting 
a growing crowd, even in Europe.

*
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*

The Playboy model who scaled Mt Taranaki to take a naked photo at the 
summit has lashed out at critics telling them “Maori are not indigenous”. 
Jaylene Cook was criticised by Maori academics who argued the photo was 
culturally insensitive and disrespected the sacred mountain.  But now the 
argument has spilled over to social media, where one critic wrote on Instagram: 
“Hey Jaylene, would you do a nude photo shoot at a church or a war memorial, 
or do you only like to disrespect indigenous sacred sites? Hope your five mins 
of fame was worth the curses that will haunt you for life.” Cook then made a 
baffling claim, telling @maorimermaid: “Lol. Get a clue before you jump on the 
bandwagon. Maori are NOT indigenous you ignorant twat.”

*
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Google’s doodle is commemorating what would have been prominent Maori 
activist, Dame Whina Cooper’s 120th birthday. The logo on its search pages, 
which frequently changes to reflect prominent events, today depicts a painting 
of the woman who spent much of her life fighting for Maori rights.  In a 
miniature version at the top left of its search results page, Dame Whina’s head, 
covered in a red scarf, takes the place of the second “o” in Google. In a fuller 
doodle, on its search page, the Maori activist, who organised her first 
demonstration at 18, can be seen in the place of the second “g” wearing a 
traditional Maori cloak, Maori people behind her. According to the Google 
Doodle page, the image “pays tribute to her most historic achievement, that 
famous land march”.

*

To some it generates a shiver down the spine, establishing a connection with 
the spiritual self easily overlooked these days. To others the word haka is 
enough to start an argument in an empty room. For those who do not know 
their iwi from their elbow, the traditional challenge to the British & Irish Lions 
has certainly mislaid the rarity value it once had. As the tourists prepare to face 
the fiercely proud Maori All Blacks, this is a real shame. Respect sits at the heart 
of Maori tradition and should exist both ways. The fundamental concepts of 
manaakitanga – welcoming and respecting guests – and kaitiakitanga – 
guarding the natural environment – are hardly controversial beliefs. Those who 
simply fixate on what they perceive to be a war dance are missing a much 
bigger picture. Listen, for example, to the Maori players and coaches for whom 
this particular fixture represents the high point of their careers. “My experience 
playing for the Maori is that rugby is secondary,” says Liam Messam, the All 
Black back-row. “It’s all about culture, identity and who you are as a person. 
What makes the Maori team different to any other is that we’re bound by 
blood.”
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ST BARTHELEMY

St Barts has always been sexy, but this was getting ridiculous. I found myself 
on the island in the middle of the Victoria’s Secret swimwear shoot and there 
were so many models about I was practically tripping over them. One certainly 
nearly tripped over me. As I lay on St Jean beach I looked up to see a skimpy 
lime-green bikini bottom reversing towards me, pursued by men with lighting 
umbrellas and cameras. I didn’t even have time to find out whether she was 
wearing a Flirt Bandeau or a Hottie Halter. It was a fitting scene though. St 
Barts is unquestionably the sexiest island in the Caribbean and has inimitable 
French style. Pretty young things – men and women – zip by on quad bikes 
and loiter on the beaches dressed in a mere nuance of a bathing suit. The streets 
of the main town, Gustavia, are lined with Hermès, Chopard and Bulgari. And 
the restaurants outstrip those on any other island by a long chalk.

*

Don’t come here for frills and furbelows; come for the outdoors, the breezes, 
the beaches, Aureliana’s hearty meals, the bikinied casualness – for an eating, 
lounging, sunning, drinking, sunning, eating, drinking, chatting, loving 
vacation. It’s all very French, maybe even too French and, let’s face it, sloppy 
for some (give Emmi, my maid, half a day here and she’d work wonders); and 
it’s way too pricey, especially in the off-season. But even the original Eden 
never had a setting like this.

*

Where the treatment and conditions of slaves on the sugar plantations were 
excessively cruel, where slaves were notoriously overworked and 
undernourished as virtual units of production, and where an overall and 
pervading atmosphere of fear reigned, at once to force slaves into accepting 
their degraded position and to stimulate their labor, the Saint Barthelemy slave 
was no doubt spared most of the more wantonly and garishly inhuman aspects 
of slavery in the sugar colonies. This is not to say, however, that the slaves’ lot 
in Saint Barthelemy was an easy one, but their overwork and 
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undernourishment were probably due more to to the generalized poverty of 
the island and the infertility and aridity of its soil than to any deliberate policy 
of cruelty on the part of the master, who himself labored to make ends meet.

*

At various turning points in my life, I have run away and washed up on St. 
Barts like a worn piece of beach glass. There was the time I hid from a mad 
Italian boyfriend in a hillside villa near Luri. There was the Easter Sunday I 
spent with my best friend on Anse des Flamands, heartbroken, eating conch 
salad. There was also the time I went to St. Barts madly in love with my 
husband, Bruno, and our two-month-old baby, stressed out to the point of 
madness, the result of late motherhood after too many years reporting on too 
many wars. For me, the island has never been a place, like Mustique or 
Harbour Island, where chic fashionistas get dressed up to go to the beach. On 
vacation, I’d just as soon not run into Elle MacPherson or see Princess Caroline 
filling an Hermès tote bag with courgette blossoms at the local market. I want 
to be invisible, peaceful, low-key. And over the years, I have discovered a 
parallel, private universe on St. Barts, a completely different world from the 
one you see splashed all over the pages of magazines.

*

The island had long become worthless to Sweden and in 1878 it changed again 
into French hands. Neither the economy nor the way of living of the local 
population was decisively affected by the short intermezzo of flourishing trade 
at the beginning of Swedish rule. The island, which is very isolated at present, 
took the first step in introducing the tourist industry when it built a small 
exclusive hotel, whose guests are brought from St Martin by private plane. If 
the plans for further development in this direction are carried out the island 
and its population might soon lose the originality and independence which 
have until now distinguished Saint Barth from other Caribbean islands.

*
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Some celebrities who go to St. Barts every winter are making other plans 
because of the devastating damage done by Hurricane Irma. But, in a show of 
solidarity, such regulars as Jimmy Buffett, Paul McCartney, Ronald Perelman 
and Leonardo Di Caprio are expected at the former French colony, along with 
Alessandra Ambrosio and Miranda Kerr. And Johnny Hallyday,  beloved in 
France as “the French Elvis,” will be buried there soon, having spent the past 
10 winters on the island with his family. “Most of the homeowners are coming 
for the holidays because they want to support the community,” one source 
said. “About 25 percent of the houses still need repairs, but we are expecting 
more yachts in the harbor.”
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FRENCH GUIANA

The difficulties with French Guiana begin with trying to locate it on a map. 
Seldom has a place been as easily and as frequently confused with somewhere 
else: Ghana on the western coast of Africa, Guyana east of Venezuela, Guinea 
next to Senegal, Equatorial Guinea below Cameroon…  In fact, French Guiana 
(you can’t call it a country, for reasons that are about to become clear) is located 
on the malarial northern coast of South America, between Surinam to the 
north-west and Brazil to the south. The added twist for this impoverished, 
malarial land is that it is technically part of France.

*

The Centre Spatial Guyanais, or Guiana Space Center, is a high-tech marvel in a 
relatively remote and underdeveloped land. Handling over 50 percent of 
today’s commercial satellite launches, it is the big boy on that block. Other 
locations that compete for this billion-dollar business include America’s Cape 
Canaveral, the Russian-run Baikanur and Plesetsk Cosmodromes, China’s 
Taiyuan Satellite Launching Center and Sea Launch, an upstart company that 
launches in the Pacific from a floating platform. Also, there’s Japan’s 
Tanegashima Space Center, site of the successful H-2A lift-off on Aug. 29. 
However, that site has a limited launch season, in part to avoid conflicts with 
fishing interests, and will find it a tough challenge to grab any significant share 
of the satellite-launch business.

*

Acanthocephalan infx.; Actinomycosis; Adenovirus infection; Amoeba – free 
living; Amoebiasis; Amoebic Abscess; Angiostrongyliasis; Anisakiasis; Anthrax; 
Ascariasis; Aspergillosis; Bacillus cereus; Bacterial vaginosis; Balantidiasis; 
Bartonellosis; Botulism; Brain abscess; Brucellosis; Bunyaviridae infx.; 
Campylobacteriosis; Candidiasis; Chancroid; Chandipura; Chikungunya; 
Chlamydia infx.; Cholera; Chromomycosis; Common cold; Conjunctivitis; 
Cryptococcosis; Cryptosporidiosis; Cyclosporiasis; Cysticercosis; 
Cytomegalovirus infx.; Dengue;
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*

To get hold of a decent boat you have to go to Pigeon Island. There are about 
two hundred lepers there. There’s no warder, and no healthy man ever goes, 
not even the doctor. At eight o’clock every day a boat takes food for twenty-
four hours: uncooked food. A hospital orderly hands over a case of medicine to 
the two attendants, lepers themselves, who look after the patients. No one sets 
foot on the island, whether he’s warder, tracker or priest. The lepers live in little 
straw huts they make themselves. They raise hens and ducks, and that helps 
them out with their rations. They’re all dangerous murderers. They don’t often 
kill one another but they do a fair amount of villainy when they get out of the 
island on the quiet – they go back and hide there when it’s over. They have 
some boats stolen from the nearby village for these excursions. Possessing a 
boat is the worst crime they can commit. The warders fire on any canoe that 
comes or goes from Pigeon Island. So the lepers sink their boats, filling them 
with stones: when they need one they dive down, take out the stones, and the 
boat comes up.

*

His family lived in a tiny rural town called Maripasoula in French Guiana, 
where his father, Robert, prospected for gold. After Regis was born, his father 
asked a friend who was traveling to the capital Cayenne, a two-day trek from 
Maripasoula, to register Cyrille’s birth. When his father’s friend arrived in 
Cayenne he forgot the full name, Gilbert Cyrille Regis, only remembering 
Cyrille. In 1963, at the age of five, Cyrille, his mother and his brother took a 
three-week journey by ship from French Guiana to join his father in London. 
His two sisters moved over a year later. They all lived in a one-room apartment 
on Portobello road in West London. “That Christmas of 1963 was freezing,” 
says Regis. “I still remember it now, as a five-year-old coming from the 
Caribbean to two-to-three feet of snow was tough. I think it was tougher for my 
mum and dad.”

*

374



Getting to French Guiana is almost as hard as escaping it. The photographer 
and I take a 14-hour bus ride from Georgetown, Guyana to Paramaribo, 
Suriname, then a battered Nissan taxi with Ernesto, a big man with dreadlocks 
who barrels down the marginally paved road through dense jungle and drops 
us at the ramshackle border town of Albina. French Guiana is across the river 
and we hop in a marginally seaworthy pirogue–a long, skinny, flat-bottomed 
boat–equipped with a Yamaha outboard and two teenage pilots who steer us 
across the brown Maroni River. The water is choppy because we are close to the 
sea and we ride low because of our gear and the five stocky Lebanese men 
wearing blingy sunglasses who’ve been shopping in Paramaribo. I’m afraid the 
boat will be swamped, but the boy in the bow pulls out his Nokia and starts 
texting and I know we will be fine.
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TURKS & CAICOS IS.

Waking up on an island of crystal blue lakes, turquoise seas and tropical 
temperatures each morning sounds like paradise. But rather than relaxing in a 
hammock all day in his adopted home of the Turks and Caicos Islands, 41-year-
old Englishman Matthew Green is busy trying to rid the country of the title 
‘world’s worst football team’. It’s a distinction they share with Bhutan and San 
Marino at joint 207th place in the Fifa world football rankings. The task isn’t 
easy, as Green’s team last won in 2008 (against St Lucia) and haven’t actually 
played a match for two years because of a shortage of players. His squad 
includes a variety of occupations, including a policeman, lawyer, teacher and 
construction worker. Add the fact that his only other managerial experience is 
with a pub team in Hull and you get an idea of how tough his job is.

*

Bay Cay; Belle Isle; Ambergris Cay;  Big Cameron Cay; Big Sand Cay; Bird 
Island; Blue Hills Island; Booby Island; Breeches Island; Bush Cay; Conch Cay; 
Dellis Cay; Dikish Cay; Donna Cay; East Caicos;  East Cay; Fish Cays; Five 
Cays; Fort George Cay; French Cay; Gibb Cay; Grand Caicos; Grand 
Turk; Highas Cay; Hog Cay; Iguana Cay; Joe Grants Cay; Little Ambergris Cay; 
Little Water Cay; Long Cay; Major Hill Cay; Mangrove Cay; Middle 
Caicos; Middle Creek Cay; Middleton Cay; North Caicos; Parrot Cay; Pear 
Cay; Pelican Cay; Penniston Cay; Pine Cay; Plandon Cay; Providenciales; Sail 
Rock Island; Salt Cay; Sand Cay; Seal Cays; Shot Cay; Six Hill Cays; South 
Caicos; Stubb Cay; The Island; Three Mary Cays; Water Cay; West Caicos; West 
Sand; Spit Island; White Cay;

*
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*
Turks and Caicos islanders are an intriguing contrast to Bahamians. Some are 
gracious, warm-spirited, and friendly, and there are many who are 
entrepreneurial and eager to provide good service. But some are less courteous, 
and they may be more cantankerous and confrontational than their northern 
neighbours. The islanders, however, are equally as devoutly religious. This 
doesn’t stop some from philandering or having a tipple, for example, on 
Sunday, when the pubs (strictly speaking) aren’t serving.

*

I can still recall the day I was reintroduced to the sweet, unique sound of 
ripsaw music. It was exactly two weeks to the day since I had moved back to 
Grand Turk after being away for close to 20 years. There was some kind of 
party going on in the Over Back settlement and I happened to be driving on 
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Lighthouse Road on my way back home. As I made the turn on Duncombe’s 
Alley, I saw a group of guys sitting on a wall banging on a drum, scraping a 
saw, hitting on a few bottles and singing at the top of their lungs the old folk 
song, “Uncle Lou”:

Did you see Uncle Lou
When he fall in the well
Oh, Oh Uncle Lou when he fall in the well.
He fell so deep,
til he went straight to hell
Oh, Oh Uncle Lou
when he fall in the well.

*

The grand source of  interest to you and to me is, of course, the slaves 
manumitted by the magnanimity of the British government some twenty-six 
years agone. It is strangely interesting to hear them tell of parties making their 
escape to Hayti by sail-boats previous to the act of emancipation, sometimes 
sailing swift and direct, and at others dodging under the lee of the Caicos reefs 
until pursuit had been suspended, reminding one much of our Canadian 
friends. The history of the escape of slaves in our day is as full of heroism as 
any history in the world. The neatness and cleanly appearance of the masses 
are actually surprising. I say it with all due respect, but, take them all in all, the 
colored people really present a better appearance than the whites. The latter, 
however, for reasons which you will already have anticipated, are of course 
more wealthy and intelligent – for which reason, also, they have heretofore 
been entirely at the head of political affairs. It is only recently that the blacks, 
who are in the majority, began to tread on their political heels.
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GLACIER REPUBLIC

It all started in 2014 when the environmental organisation Greenpeace 
announced something that seemed strange and impossible. At the beginning 
everyone thought it was a joke, or another of the NGO’s original campaigns. 
However, they were serious – yes, it was a campaign, but not like any normal 
initiative: it was the founding of a nation. It was a crazy idea, to found a Glacial 
Republic to expose the serious damage being done to the Chilean glaciers. 
Another madness followed: to try to make the first citizen of the nascent 
territory Nicanor Parra, the most important exponent of antipoetry. Parra 
accepted Greenpeace’s invitation. It was another example of the concern the 
antipoet showed towards the country’s environmental heritage and ecology. 
Greenpeace lamented the death of the first glacial citizen. “The creator of the 
famous artifactos was a unique and lucid mind who knew that the environment 
was part of a greater poetry, one worthy of care and respect. When searching 
for an ideological self-definition, Parra described himself first and foremost not 
as a socialist nor capitalist, but an ecologist.”

*

Today, March 5, 2014, the world will witness the birth of a new country. A 
country threatened by economic interests, which rises seeking the protection of 
its citizens. Glaciers are natural water reserves for Chile, 23,000 square 
kilometres of ice that represent 82% of the South American glaciers. However, 
Chile is one of the few countries in the world that does not consider glaciers in 
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its legislation. Worse, glaciers do not belong to the State, nor do they belong to 
the Chilean people. The glaciers don’t belong to anybody. This legal void has 
allowed Greenpeace to create a new Republic: Republica Glaciar (Glacier 
Republic), where any person in the planet can become a citizen. Enter 
RepublicaGlaciar.cl to become a citizen of this new territory and help 
Greenpeace obtain a national legislation to protect the glaciers in Chile. When 
the Chilean State takes charge of this natural heritage, the Glacier Republic and 
its citizens will return these territories.

*

“La seleccion Glaciar” is the Republic’s national team affiliated with the 
Confederation of Independent Football Associations (ConIFA). ConIFA is a 
global nonprofit organization and football federation that supports all teams 
outside of FIFA including micro-nations and unrecognized states. The 
Greenpeace Glacier team “competes” in metaphorical matches every 
Wednesday during meetings of Chile’s Environmental Commission of the 
Deputy Chamber. Since the first meeting last week, policymakers have 
been debating the country’s glacier laws: to protect some of Chile’s glaciers, as 
the existing proposal offers, or to designate all of the country’s glaciers as 
untouchable, as the Glacier Republic  demands. Matías Asún, director of 
Greenpeace Chile, stated: “On this occasion, we liken our work to a soccer 
game and invite all people to side with us and pressure the deputies to vote in 
favor of the glacier laws that Greenpeace put forth.” Greenpeace Chile 
encourages supporters to “become a fan” of their “team” and “demand that the 
deputies play clean with the glaciers.” They list government officials who 
“play” (i.e. vote) against the glaciers, those who play for the glaciers, and those 
who are still undecided.

*

Glacier Republic has white, kind of messy white hair, his left side is much 
longer than his right side which has   two bells at the end attached to it. He 
usually wears a baby-blue cloak, a white t-shirt with a red ribbon, baby-blue 
leggings, and snow shoes. But in his prince uniform, he wears a red/baby-blue 
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cape that covers his right side, and at his left side shows a buttoned black shirt. 
He also wears a small bunny on his head. He has baby-blue eyes. Glace is 
cheerful and smiles, only he doesn’t show it often, so he shows to other people 
few expressions. He loves macarons and sweets and the snow/ice in his 
homeland. U will see him cheerfully playing in the snow, or stuck in a 
snowman.
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ANGUILLA

Ashley Graham has been hard at work on her newest campaign for her very 
own swimsuit collection with the widely popular shopping site Swimsuits For 
All – but the 28-year-old supermodel’s work day looks a little bit different than 
yours. The America’s Next Top Model judge gave fans a behind-the-scenes look 
at what she called “just another day at the office,”  as she showed off her 
curves in a sexy blue bikini while on location in Little Bay, Anguilla. She had a 
few friends tagging along on her Caribbean trip — including a lobster that she 
held at bay while on a boat in the middle of the ocean. The moment was 
captured in an Instagram photo she shared on Tuesday. Unfortunately, it wasn’t 
all smooth sailing for the Sports Illustrated Swimsuit cover girl.  In her 
Instagram story, Graham told fans that she got seasick just moments after the 
shot was taken.

*

Anguilla – diaphanous water, bikinied bather – stared out from every 
newsstand in the San Juan airport. “Want Caribbean perfection?” asked the 
cover of Islands magazine. Inside the neighboring Travel & Leisure, Jeanne 
Moutoussamy-Ashe called Cap Juluca, one of the island’s resorts, “heaven on 
earth,” adding: “The breakfast muffins are delicious.” During the one-hour 
flight my seatmate rattled off the names of celebrity visitors: Michael J. Fox, 
Denzel Washington, Janet Jackson, Oprah. “You remember when she (Oprah) 
lost all that weight and then gained it back? She gained it all back at the 
Malliouhana. My aunt was working there then and told me she ate every 
pastry the chef came up with.”

*

INTERVIEWER:  Have you given up drawing entirely? I noticed that your 
recent “Letter from Anguilla” was illustrated by you.

UPDIKE:  You’re nice to have noticed. For years I wanted to get a drawing 
into The New Yorker, and at last I did. My first ambition was to be an animator 

382



for Walt Disney. Then I wanted to be a magazine cartoonist. Newly married, I 
used to draw Mary and the children, and did have that year in art school, but 
of late I don’t draw at all, don’t even doodle beside the telephone. It’s a loss, a 
sadness for me. I’m interested in concrete poetry, in some attempt to return to 
the manuscript page, to use the page space, and the technical possibilities. My 
new book, a long poem called Midpoint, tries to do something of this. Since we 
write for the eye, why not really write for it—give it a treat? Letters are 
originally little pictures, so let’s combine graphic imagery, photographic 
imagery, with words. I mean  mesh  them. Saying this, I think of Pound’s 
Chinese characters, and of course Apollinaire; and of my own poems, 
“Nutcracker,” with the word nut  in boldface, seems to me as good as George 
Herbert’s angel-wings.

*

The British finally sent an incompetent diplomat, William Whitlock, to Anguilla 
to try to sort things out. Whitlock was greeted by the island’s provisional 
leader, Ronald Webster, and a crowd of people who were waving pro-British 
posters and singing God Save the Queen. Whitlock in response totally dissed 
Webster and the Anguillans. After his people tossed out leaflets to the crowd 
detailing the British proposals for ending the crisis–“as a farmer might throw 
corn to fowl” was how the local newspaper described it–Whitlock refused to 
ride in the motorcade Webster had organized to receive him. He also refused to 
have lunch with Webster. Afterwards, the young toughs who had styled 
themselves as Anguilla’s Defense Force, over whom Webster had no effective 
control, intimidated Whitlock and his group by brandishing the few firearms 
they possessed, whereupon the so-called diplomat fled the island.

*

I’ll miss my goats and chickens and all the fruits from the trees I planted.. 
things you can’t grow on a rooftop in Manhattan. Bananas, papayas, noni, 
limes, avocados, and the fruits from my old bitter orange tree too. Wow, those 
oranges make wonderful gin and tonics! I’ll miss the smell of grilling chicken 
and ribs sizzling over hot local charcoal as I drive down the road. I won’t forget 
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the souse at the Blue Food Van just past Ace. I’ll miss the sound and the 
rhythmic thump of the bands playing deep into the night during Summerfest 
and the fun of Fun Day. I’ll miss seeing the kids dressed up in  their weekday 
school uniforms and watching the cricket and soccer matches on the weekends. 
I’ll also miss the view of St. Martin, St. Barts, and Saba and watching the sun 
rise, set, and hide behind rain showers. I’ll miss the heat and I’ll miss the windy 
chill that follows a heavy evening spring storm. I’ll miss it all, Anguilla.
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BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA

The encirclement and bombardment of east Mostar was well into its fourth 
month, when I climbed out of the back of a Spanish armoured transporter in 
the centre of the enclave. East Mostar was what I imagined the Warsaw Ghetto 
might have been like; the destruction, hunger, misery and squalor were my first 
observations. After spending more time there, I came to realise the resilience, 
determination and pride of the population.

*

The Christian children, born on the left bank of the Drina, crossed the bridge at 
once in the first days of their lives, for they were always taken across in their 
first week to be christened. But all the other children, those who were born on 
the right bank and the Moslem children who were not christened at all, passed, 
as had once their fathers and their grandfathers, the main part of of their 
childhood on or around the bridge. They fished around it or hunted doves 
under its arches. From their very earliest years, their eyes grew accustomed to 
the lovely lines of this great stone structure built of shining porous stone, 
regularly and faultlessly cut. They knew all the bosses and concavities of the 
masons, as well as all the tales and legends associated with the existence and 
building of the bridge, in which reality and imagination, waking and dream, 
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were wonderfully and inextricably mingled. They had always known these 
things as if they had come into the world with them, even as they knew their 
prayers, but could not remember from whom they had learnt them nor when 
they had first heard them.

*

*

Lorens Listo’s name may not headline the world’s sports pages, but on the 
streets of his native Mostar he is hailed as a champion among champions in a 
sport that is central to the Bosnian city’s identity: high diving. Mostar is home 
to the Stari Most, a 16th-century Ottoman peaked bridge that spans the river 
Neretva and, at its highest point, stands 79 feet (24 m) above the water. The 
picturesque town has become famous for the diving competition from the 
white bridge, rebuilt in 2004 and a symbol of reconciliation after it was 
destroyed by Bosnian Croat artillery in 1993 during the Bosnian war. Listo won 
the competition’s head-first diving category for the eleventh time on Sunday 
with his trade-mark swan dive, before a crowd of about 5,000 people. It was the 
451st contest held since the first in 1556. “Jumps are the identity of Mostar,” he 
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said. The plunge from the bridge is a ritual for local youths to signal their 
transition into manhood. It is also a major tourist attraction, and a unifying 
force in a divided city.

*

The trio began to play: every minor fall of the opening movement stirred some 
engraved though recent memory of blood and loss; while every major lift lit 
some glimmer of love or cautious hope, if only because it was so beautiful in 
contrast to the madness without. But as the music played, the shelling 
continued – ever nearer the theatre. Until at one point during the lilting 
andante, one mortar crashed so close it caused a shudder that made the walls 
shake sufficiently to knock the viola player’s music stand over, felling his score. 
An awkward silence descended over the 150 listeners. The trio stopped, unsure 
how to proceed – how to answer this outrageous interruption? Then the first 
violinist, Dzevad Sabanagić, made a simple split-second – but in its way 
momentous – decision: he waited for the stand and score to be picked up and 
reconstituted, raised his bow, then called the number of the rudely interrupted 
bar. The trio played on.
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KINGDOM OF FRYUP

The earth moved before breakfast this morning in the unusually named hamlet 
of Fryup. However most residents in the tiny community in North Yorkshire 
slept through the quake, which had a magnitude of 2.8. The British Geological 
Survey said there were no reports that anyone felt the earth shake at 5am. The 
earthquake was so deep it could only have happened naturally, it was 
understood, and was nothing to do with any human activity. Fryup is in the 
North York Moors National Park and has no pub or shops. Its unusual name 
was nothing to do with English breakfasts but was thought to be honouring the 
Anglo-Saxon goddess Frige. 

*

Fryup Dale has no modern amenities. There is no tap water laid on to the farms 
and a bitter winter brings many hardships to the inhabitants. They have no bus 
service; there is no telephone, electric light or gas, and a village hall will be 
some small recompense for the conditions which these country folk accept as 
their lot in this remote place. The hall will cater for a strong branch of the 
Women’s Institute – over ninety-seven per cent. of the adult women are 
members – Boy Scouts – the Agricultural Discussion Society, Evening Institute 
classes, political and church and chapel meetings. Fryup, despite its size, has its 
own cricket and football clubs, and they will hold dances, whist drives, and 
meetings there. Aid in the building, it is expected, will come from Carnegie 
Trust. The example of these dales folk is one which could be followed by many 
other communities in similar circumstances, although there can be few places 
so isolated as Fryup. A pocket hemmed in by moors which reach a thousand 
feet above sea level, Fryup Dale is a corner of rural England whose inhabitants 
deserve congratulation on their foresight and initiative. Men and women of 
sturdy, independent spirit, they are not sitting back waiting for a Government 
gift of amenities – a thing so many rural communities dream will come their 
way. The people of Fryup are not standing idly by waiting for a better world to 
be presented to them – they are making it for themselves with a true pioneering 
spirit.
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*

Head to Fryup today and there’s hardly a sign of Kola Kubes ever having been 
there. It’s a tossed handful of houses hunkered down on the high moors like 
it’s hiding out from something. There’s no welcome sign, no ‘Home of the 
Famous…’ They did try a sign once, screwed in wood at village limits. No-one 
knew who put it there, but its straight-line letters and general smartness spoke 
of someone who must have given some sort of shit. It said, ‘Birthplace of Kola 
Kubes’. It got daubed on first, thick black varnish paint that blocked out its 
letters, then it got hauled down and chucked in the beck. It was cleaned up and 
put back and the same thing happened. No-one gave enough of a shit to 
replace it second time round. It stayed in the beck, got lapped over till the 
letters faded out.

*

Statistics show that the incidence of insanity in sparsely populated country and 
moorland districts is above the average. In reality it is much higher than would 
appear from the figures. There are many in the country, living the lives of 
ordinary people in perfect freedom and under no restraint, who, under the 
official and stricter surveillance of the town, would be locked up at once. They 
are looked upon as harmless; everybody knows them, humours their madness, 
and makes due allowance for their vagaries. Then there are many more on the 
borderland, half-cracked and half-baked beings who, if exposed to the strain 
and excitement of town life, would break down at once. Occasionally, of course, 
a tragedy does occur, just as one day the passer-by on the public footpath is 
gored to death by the reputedly quiet and harmless bull.

*

For all along the last half of the rugged, broken, precipitous bank, spoken of as 
running towards the east, and yet onwards still, when it makes a turn and goes 
for the south, lie tumbled, in infinite and most confused confusion, a series of 
short banklets, hillocks, mounds, and peaks, with intertwining gullies, slacks, 
and hollows – these last with the lush growth of damp or watery places in 
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them, and the banks with scattered rather than scanty growth of bracken, 
juniper, and whin all about them. Many a question has been asked me by the 
people, craving an explanation of this wilderness of confused and tumbled 
piles of earth and rock.
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HAWAII

Edwin Ushiro’s work resonates with the echoes of his boyhood in the “slow 
town” of Wailuku on the Hawaiian island of Maui. Like sun-struck vintage 
snapshots of previous moments, his paintings recall a time that has become 
enshrined in memory – the golden days of childhood, when the world was 
fresh and magical, and he and his friends ran free through the forest and 
became one with the sea. But those reflective moments are seen through a hazy 
lens that reveals the haunting history of the landscape, ringed with dread and a 
gripping sense of loss. With each delicate concatenation of line and color, 
Edwin conjures into existence the photographs that were never taken, the 
dreams that were never spoken aloud, the stories that shivered the flesh into 
what people in Hawaii call “chicken skin”. Each image emanates a weird 
power that is generated by his deep longing and nostalgia for a place and time 
that no longer exist.

*

*
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1. The family tracks down a bail jumper, who shares Dog’s surname, by 
gathering information from the convict’s mother. 2. Leland and Dog take time 
out from bounty-hunting to spend father-and-son time together. 3. Dog divides 
his crew into veterans and rookies, who compete to be recognised as the best in 
their field by trying to catch two drug dealers. 4. Dog and his team are hot on 
the heels of a young Samoan girl whose life has taken a wrong turn. 5. The 
team hunts for another fugitive and Dog plans a Mother’s Day surprise for 
Beth. 6. The bounty hunters are on a mission to catch the so-called Godfather of 
Waikiki, or Dog and his team risk losing respect on the streets.

*

In one place we came upon a large company of naked natives, of both sexes 
and all ages, amusing themselves with the national pastime of surf-bathing. 
Each heathen would paddle three or four hundred yards out to sea (taking a 
short board with him), then face the shore and wait for a particularly 
prodigious billow to come along: at the right moment he would fling his board 
upon its foamy crest and himself upon the board, and here he would come 
whizzing by like a bombshell! It did not seem that a lightning express train 
could shoot along at a more hair-lifting speed. I tried surf-bathing once, 
subsequently, but made a failure of it. I got the board placed right, and at the 
right moment, too; but missed the connection myself. The board struck the 
shore in three-quarters of a second, without any cargo, and I struck the bottom 
at about the same time, with a couple of barrels of water in me. None but 
natives ever master the art of surf-bathing thoroughly.

*

The precise moment when Duke Paoa Kahanamoku slipped into the 
shimmering blue waters of the Pacific Ocean is lost to history. Duke recalled 
only that he was around four years old when his father tossed him over the 
side of a canoe somewhere off Waikiki Beach. “It was save yourself of drown,” 
he said, “so I saved myself.” This was no mere introduction. This was a 
baptism. Water binds the Hawaiian Islands. It is no exaggeration to say that, in 
Duke’s era, water was the lifeblood of Hawaii and its people. It cleansed their 
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bodies after work and was a transportation source. It was their playground, for 
surfing, swimming, and canoe races, and it was a hallowed sanctuary. On that 
momentous but unrecorded day, young Duke splashed, flailed, and swallowed 
water until he discovered his buoyancy and equilibrium, caught his breath, and 
trusted in the ageless sea that engulfed his body, like his father and uncles and 
grandfathers before him.

*

That’s a lotta lava.
Since the eruption of the Kilauea volcano May 3 on the Big Island, it’s 
belched out about 250 million cubic meters of lava, making it one of the largest 
eruptions in decades in Hawaii. “It’s nothing like what we’ve witnessed in 
recent history,” said Wendy Stovall, a volcanologist with the U.S. Geological 
Survey. It’s topped big Kilauea eruptions in 1955 and 1960 and is bigger than 
the Mauna Loa eruption of 1984. The amount of lava would fill about 100,000 
Olympic-size swimming pools.
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BULGARIA

Hristo Stoichkov looks like he was born with five o’clock shadow. He’s built 
like a bulldog and has a temperament to match. FC Barcelona’s coach, Johan 
Cruyff, decided a few years ago he needed a player who would take names and 
no prisoners. He spun the globe on his desk and fingered Bulgaria — he’d get 
the Balkan bad boy. Cruyff got more than he expected; when Stoichkov’s 
temper ignited during a Spanish war between Barcelona and Real Madrid 
because a referee’s call went against him, Stoichkov stomped on the referee, 
Ildefonso Urizar Azpitarte. Cruyff might have known. In 1985 Stoichkov was at 
the center of a major brawl in the Bulgaria Cup final. Stoichkov was banned for 
“life” by the Bulgarian football federation. The bans, conveniently enough, 
were lifted when Bulgaria qualified for the World Cup in 1986. “I promise not 
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to do it again,” said Stoichkov, sounding like a choir boy even if he looked 
anything but.

*

The demonstration began at six o’clock, the hour when the women were 
traditionally in the kitchen preparing the dinner, although lately this word had 
come to stand for a fevered concoction, somewhere between a broth and a stew, 
made from a couple of turnips, a chicken neck if you could find one, a few 
leaves, water and stale bread. Tonight the would not be stirring this shameful 
gruel with the ladles and spoons they carried in their pockets. Tonight the took 
these implements out and waved them at one another with a little self-
conscious excitement. Then they began. 

*

Summer 1984, the southern beaches of Bulgaria. All the birds had arrived, and 
so had the holidaymakers: the ones who looked like us, and the exotic ones 
with their fair plumage, bright beach towels, and air of permissiveness. The 
only thing that darkened the hot sky was the scavenging gulls which attacked 
the little plastic trays of salty fried sprat that everybody crunched on. I looked 
up from the sandy pages of my book written by the excitingly American writer 
Jack London. My favourite book of his was ‘The Call of the Wild’, adventure 
gone wrong – but what adventure! I yearned for adventure of almost any kind. 
If you started swimming at this beach and kept going south, like my father, 
who would disappear in the sear for hours, past the shoals of giant jellyfish, 
past the camping ground and the beach famed for nudists and bohemian types, 
not tame families like us, you ended up in Turkey.

*

When it comes to holiday destinations, there are good resorts and there are bad 
ones. And then there are those resorts that have Channel 4 producers descend 
on their beaches to shoot a documentary about intoxicated young men putting 
fireworks where they don’t belong. Bulgaria’s notorious (and notoriously 
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cheap) Sunny Beach falls into the latter category. Located on the southern Black 
Sea coast, Sunny Beach was purpose-built in the 1950s as a holidays destination 
for tourists from across the Soviet Union. After the Soviet Union’s collapse the 
resort’s low, low prices  started attracting a new tourist crowd from countries 
like Germany, Holland and the UK. Last February, Sunny Beach was 
proclaimed the cheapest holiday destination in the world.

*

Literature can do a lot. It can hold out a helping hand when we are profoundly 
depressed, guide us toward the other human beings around us, make us better 
understand the world, and help us to live. By this I don’t mean that it is, 
essentially, a wellness center for the soul; but, because it reveals the world to 
us, it can also transform each of us from the inside. Literature has a vital role to 
play; but for that we need to take literature in both the broad and strong sense 
that dominated in Europe up until the end of the nineteenth century and that is 
now marginalized while an absurdly shrunken conception of literature 
triumphs. Ordinary readers, who continue to look to the books they read for 
something to give meaning to life, are right, and the professors, the critics, and 
the writers who say that literature only talks of itself or that it only teaches 
despair are wrong. If the ordinary readers were not right, reading would be 
condemned to disappear quickly.
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MADAGASCAR

Ranavalona the Terrible, as she came to be called, executed more than 100,000 
of her subjects during her 33 year reign and brought about the deaths of 
perhaps 1,000,000 more. Some died in battle, but many were victims of her 
programs of forced labor, in which every adult Malagasy had to work for a 
year or longer on such projects as roads, bridges, and palaces. Ranavalona’s 
demands were so great, and working conditions so cruel, that the workers died 
by the thousands. But her most dreadful innovation was the trial-by-ordeal. 
The queen and her priests devised terrifying methods of torturing anyone 
suspected of treason, Christianity, or other crimes. Some suspects were forced 
to swim across crocodile-infested rivers; the priests claimed that if the suspect 
reached the other side alive he was innocent. Few survived to rejoice in their 
innocence.

*

The queen is of rather dark complexion, strong and sturdily built, and, though 
already seventy-five years of age, she is, to the misfortune of her poor country, 
still hale and of active mind. At one time she is said to have been a great 
drunkard, but she has given up that fatal propensity some years ago. The 
minister who had conducted us to the palace made a short speech to the queen, 
after which we had to bow three times, and to repeat the words Esaratsara 
tombokoe, equivalent to “We salute you cordially”; to which she replied, 
Esaratsara, which means “Well – good!” Such is the way in which the proud 
queen of Madagascar grants audiences to strangers. She considers herself far 
too high and exalted to let them come near her at the first interview. Those who 
have the great good fortune to win her especial favor may afterward be 
introduced into the palace itself; but this is never achieved at a first audience.

*
Many have tried to get at the heart of what makes Madagascar so different 
from every other place in the world. “May I announce to you that Madagascar 
is the naturalist’s promised land?” the Frenchman Philibert de Commerson 
wrote in 1771. “Nature seems to have retreated there into a private sanctuary, 
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where she could work on different models from any she has used elsewhere.” 
David Attenborough, who brought some of the first moving images of the 
island to the outside world in the early 1960s, described “a place where antique 
outmoded forms of life that have long since disappeared from the rest of the 
world still survive in isolation.” Perhaps the most evocative metaphor comes 
from Alison Jolly, the doyenne of lemur studies, who once wrote that on 
Madagascar it is as if “time had once broken its banks and flowed to the 
present down a different channel.”

*

Moraingy is an intense fight sport also known as Malagasy boxing, and its 
participants are known as ‘fagnorolahy’. Rules vary according to region, and 
the winner depends largely on the referee, who announces the victor in a 
subjective or objective manner. Because of this, knock-out rounds are 
sometimes required to win, or the number of successful hits are simply counted 
to identify the winner. As a sport, moraingy holds the record for the shortest 
round duration among existing fight sports worldwide – fights are normally 
composed of 30-second rounds. Fighters win or lose, and there is no second 
chance (unless the referee chooses to add more third rounds). Scratching, 
pinching, pulling hair and striking vital points of the body are forbidden.

*

http://miyamasaoka.com/work/1995/ritual-for-giant-hissing-madagascar-
cockroaches/
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*

I see plenteous waters,
I see mountain peaks—I see the sierras of Andes where they range,
I see plainly the Himalayas, Chian Shahs, Altays,
Ghauts,
I see the giant pinnacles of Elbruz, Kazbek, Bazardjusi,
I see the Styrian Alps, and the Karnac Alps,
I see the Pyrenees, Balks, Carpathians—and to the 
north the
Dofrafields, and off at sea Mount Hecla,
I see Vesuvius and Etna, the mountains of the
Moon, and the Red
mountains of Madagascar
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CAMBODIA

*

While a plate piled high with hairy, palm-sized tarantulas is the stuff of 
nightmares for some, these garlic fried spiders are a coveted treat in Cambodia, 
where the only fear is that they may soon vanish due to deforestation and 
unchecked hunting. Taking a bite out of the plump arachnids has become a 
popular photo-op for squealing tourists who pass through Skun, the central 
Cambodian town nicknamed “Spiderville” for its massive market of creepy 
crawlers. But the bulk of the clientele are locals who are there to load up on a 
traditional snack known as aping that vendors say is becoming scarce – and 
more expensive – as rapid development wipes out jungle habitats. “Aping are 
famous in Cambodia but now they are not abundant, they have become rare,” 
Chea Voeun, a tarantula vendor, said from her stall where she sells other fried 
insects including crickets and scorpions.

*
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So, you’ve been to school
For a year or two
And you know you’ve seen it all
In daddy’s car
Thinking you’ll go far
Back east your type don’t crawl
Playing ethnicky jazz
To parade your snazz
On your five-grand stereo
Braggin’ that you know
How the niggers feel cold
And the slum’s got so much soul
It’s time to taste what you most fear
Right Guard will not help you here
Brace yourself, my dear
Brace yourself, my dear
It’s a holiday in Cambodia
It’s tough, kid, but it’s life
It’s a holiday in Cambodia
Don’t forget to pack a wife

*

The village of Prek Sbauv extends along the east bank of the River Sen, which 
flows southward from the town of Kompong Thom to the Great Lake, the Tonle 
Sap. Wooden stilt-houses stand half-hidden amid orange and purple 
bougainvillea, morning glory, yellow-flowering anh kang trees, cactus hedges 
and palms. Fishermen row flat-bottomed canoes, with a lazy sweeping motion, 
standing with a single oar at the stern, to string out nets on stakes in the 
shallows. The water gleams yellowish-brown. Buffalo with small, erect pink 
ears peer out suspiciously from the mud. It is a gentle, idyllic place.

*
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They lived in the forest for fifteen years, apparently detected or molested by no 
one, living off critters hunted with homemade traps and deteriorating army-
issued weapons and crops they grew themselves. They built huts from 
bamboo. They made clothing from tree bark. They understood the natural 
world’s power and limitations, and how utterly dependent they were upon 
each other. In November 2004, they emerged from the trees and presented 
themselves to a tiny village in southern Laos as refugees from a war that no 
longer existed. Calls were made. Cambodian authorities picked them up and 
took them back to the villages they had fled decades before. They moved back 
in with family members. Moun and his family fled into the forest at a time 
when hungry people could be killed for eating food they weren’t expressly 
permitted to eat, or for intervening when soldiers beat their children, or for 
refusing to marry the strangers the army chose as their spouses. Regardless of 
what they had been told by well-meaning people since returning to Cambodia, 
it was clear that they weren’t quite sure what side of history they’d ended up 
on.

*

What happens to me when I get high
The echo of Sitaram, Sitaram Hindu
fear – cat no meat or vomit
the body – warnings in dream bearded
Das Thakur – obsessed
with meat, smoking, ganja,
sex, cannibal spies, Prop-
agation of this Skin, thin
vegetable soups, they was
all Chinese eating pigs, was seven
slanteyes watching me drink tea
till I saluted the Buddha-baby in
the cloth flowered pram
sucking its chubby plum
Music from Walt Disney hearts and roses
sweet violins –
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yellow skins landing on the green
vegetable planet –
seven children with identical haircuts
very polite, saluting
clasped hand bow –
The Fear ordering peas in the French
restaurant, with whole garlic
bread cheese and coffee hot
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NEW CALEDONIA

The world’s most famous heart didn’t find fame through Saint Valentine, but 
rather through photography: it’s the Heart of Voh (‘Vook’ in the local Kanak) 
found on the west coast of Grande Terre, 300km from Noumea, in New 
Caledonia. A simple 4-hectare clearing, or tanne, formed by the mangroves on 
the edge of the lagoon, whose recognisable human shape has sent writers into a 
frenzy.  In 1999, the photographer Yann Arthus-Bertrand made it the cover 
photo for his book, Earth from Above, a UNESCO-sponsored inventory of the 
world’s most beautiful landscapes. The book went on to sell four million copies 
and the famous heart is now seen on t-shirts, stamps, and diaries, and 
embroidered on towels. And just like the photographer, you can see the famous 
heart from the sky on board a microlight. It’s now much greener than in 1999: 
as the mangrove has gained ground, the yellow colour at the centre of the heart 
that contrasted with the verdant edges has since disappeared. But the outline 
remains, and between mountains, turquoise lagoon, and the green expanse of 
the mangrove trees, the landscape in which the heart resides is breathtaking!

*

The Bargibanti’s pygmy seahorse has captured the hearts of countless 
underwater photographers.   The tiny pink seahorse is one of the most 
photographed subjects of the Indo-Pacfic reefs.   One of the holy grails of any 
critter hunter, photographing one is almost a right of passage.  The tiny 
seahorse maxes out at only 2.5 cms, making it one of the world’s smallest bony 
fish.  Bargibanti’s pygmy seahorse has only two known color patterns. The pale 
pink variety that has red tubercles on its body is found the Muricella plectana 
gorgonian soft corals and the yellow version with orange tubercles is found on 
the Muricella paraplectana gorgonian.  The colors of the seahorse match its soft 
coral home almost exactly, with the fish’s tubercles a near perfect mimic of the 
coral’s polyps. Their camouflage and small size make this one of the hardest 
species to spot. In fact, the first species was only discovered when its host coral 
was collected for aquarium use and was carefully observed.

*
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“Vive Kanaky! Nique la France! Kanaky 2014!” Waimo shouted, and took a 
swig from the bottle of Johnny Walker before passing it to me. I politely shook 
my head and passed the whisky back without imbibing, as a small crowd 
milled around the parking lot in Centre Ville, next to the Place de Mwa Kaa. It 
was after 10pm on July 17th, 2010. The night was humid and cloudy. “Mais 
ouiiiiiiii! Vive le drapeau de Kanaky!” a wobbly-looking teenager in a Che 
Guevara t-shirt whooped and ran by, as I slapped a mosquito off my arm. The 
impromptu party was a celebration of the day’s earlier events, when visiting 
French Prime Minister Francois Fillon participated in a ceremony marking the 
official recognition of the Kanak flag by the French government.

*

Buraki, seventy miles from Noumea, is one of the most miserable holes in New 
Caledonia. Situated on a rocky knoll, surrounded by swamps, it is the chosen 
home of mosquitoes. It was formerly a gendarmerie station, but is now a 
military post, being temporarily commanded by an unhappy sous-lieutenant of 
the Tage. He had a thatched hut to live in; and a few other wretched 
habitations, inhabited by convicts and sailors, constituted Buraki. These 
convicts were then making a pier. Some malignant-looking pigs were the only 
signs of animal life.

*

In the course of his research for the book, Daeninckx came across a striking 
photograph. Placed behind bars in a human zoo were several Kanaks, one of 
whom bore a striking resemblance to Christian Karembeu. Daeninckx wrote to 
the player, asking if the figures in the picture meant anything to him. Several 
months later, he received a reply to say that the men in question were his great-
grandfather Willy, and a number of his brothers. Some of the Kanaks in the 
picture would even be sold to a zoo in Weimar Germany, exchanged for a 
number of crocodiles. Little wonder, then, why Karembeu chose not to sing La 
Marseillaise  before international games. Here was a man who, despite his 
success at the highest level, chose to remain conscious of all parts of his identity 
– French and Kanak alike. Like his team-mates, however, he could not accept 
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the suggestion that his performances for France suffered from a lack of 
application, even writing a column in  Le Monde  to rebuff the claims.  “My 
family, like many Kanak families, underwent horrible experiences,” Karembeu 
would later admit. “I can’t sing the French national anthem because I know the 
history of my people.”
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MONTSERRAT

All that can be seen of Plymouth, Montserrat,  is a scattering of roofs and the 
top floors of the tallest buildings, just poking out from a barren landscape of 
ash and boulders. The rest of the town is buried: a modern Pompeii  slowly 
being reclaimed by the mountain. Away from the centre, vegetation has grown 
over homes and buildings which escaped the pyroclastic flows. In the lobby of 
a luxury hotel outside town, dusty papers still sit on the reception desk. One of 
them is a form for hurricane insurance. Standing amid the ash, Cecil Wade 
pointed to the Soufrière Hills volcano, still smoking in the distance. “That is the 
devil, man,” he said, shaking his head. “That is Satan at work.” The faint smell 
of sulfur hung in the air.

*

The 1995–present eruption of Soufrière Hills Volcano on Montserrat has 
produced over a cubic kilometre of andesitic magma, creating a series of lava 
domes that were successively destroyed, with much of their mass deposited in 
the sea. There have been five phases of lava extrusion to form these lava 
domes: November 1995–March 1998; November 1999–July 2003; August 2005–
April 2007; July 2008–January 2009; and October 2009–February 2010. It has 
been one of the most intensively studied volcanoes in the world during this 
time, and there are long instrumental and observational datasets. From these 
have sprung major new insights concerning: the cyclicity of magma transport; 
low-frequency earthquakes associated with conduit magma flow; the dynamics 
of lateral blasts and Vulcanian explosions; the role that basalt–andesite magma 
mingling in the mid-crust has in powering the eruption; identification using 
seismic tomography of the uppermost magma reservoir at a depth of 5.5 > 7.5 
km; and many others. Parallel to the research effort, there has been a consistent 
programme of quantitative risk assessment since 1997 that has both pioneered 
new methods and provided a solid evidential source for the civil authority to 
use in mitigating the risks to the people of Montserrat.

*
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Almond and tamarind trees, white-flowering cedars, and hibiscus flowers 
flourish in the tropical climate. Although the island’s volcanic soil is fertile, 
only 8 per cent of the potential farmland is being used. Sugarcane was once the 
chief crop, but today the principal crop is limes. Tomatoes, onions, carrots, Irish 
potatoes, and hot peppers also grow on Montserrat, and the government plans 
to expand agriculture further. It has also planted pine, mahogany, and 
eucalyptus trees in trial forests. If these grow well, timber could become a 
resource in the future. Plymouth, the only town on the island, has a population 
of about 12,500. On Saturdays, its outdoor marketplace is the liveliest place in 
Montserrat, as people barter and bargain for fresh produce and other goods. 
Boatmen tie up their boats in the adjoining harbor and come to the market to 
buy provisions or sell fish.

*

It was renowned by musicians world-wide as the Air Studio, named because its 
soundproof recording room was built on ball-bearings to “float” during 
tremors from the nearby volcano. Belonging to the former Beatles’ record 
producer, George Martin, it was a Caribbean paradise hideaway that churned 
out classics from the Rolling Stones, Paul McCartney, the Police, Elton John, 
Eric Clapton, Dire Straits, Stevie Wonder et al. Sting and the Police recorded 
Every Breath You Take here, and filmed the video in a local Anglican church. 
McCartney and Stevie Wonder turned out Ebony and Ivory here. Local soca-
calypso star Arrow cut most of his world-wide hit Hot, Hot, Hot. In the most 
prophetic song of all, Jimmy Buffett laid down his famous Volcano song: “I 
don’t know where I’m gonna go when the volcano blow.”
*

The tiny Caribbean island of Montserrat kicks off its St Patrick’s  Day 
celebrations tonight – with colourful festivities planned for nine more days. 
The remote, sun-kissed island is the only territory outside Ireland where March 
17 is a national holiday. And tourist chiefs of the volcanic outcrop are 
anticipating their busiest day of the year on St Patrick’s Day, when throngs of 
visitors are expected to make their way over on extra ferries laid on from 
nearby Antigua for the Afro-Irish festival. The island’s Irish connection was 
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first forged when Catholic dissidents moved from nearby St Kitts. By 1678 they 
were the majority in a population of 3,674 that included 992 enslaved Africans. 
In 1768, the slaves organised a rebellion on St Patrick’s Day, reckoning their 
masters would be too drunk to fight back. However, the plot was leaked and 
nine slaves were hanged.
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CONCH REPUBLIC

Key West has been a popular tourist destination for over seventy years, and 
visitors are struck by its distinctive sense of place and by its sense of a lingering 
past. Various slogans call attention to its remote island location – 100 miles 
south of mainland Florida, but only 90 miles north of Cuba – and emphasize its 
geographic and cultural separation from modern America. Tourism booster call 
it “America’s Southernmost City,’ “Margaritaville,” “The Last Resort,” and “the 
Conch Republic,” and each label promises a place apart from the rest of the 
nation.

*

In the hours leading up to his Proclamation of Secession speech, Wardlow 
received a phone call from a fired-up Conch named Tony who had offered to 
fly his biplane over the ships off Mallory Square and “bomb” them with his 
homemade conch fritters. Wardlow also spoke with the admiral of Key West’s 
naval base, whom he said rang up, begging Wardlow not to bomb his ships. 
The admiral asserted they were filled with Secret Service, FBI, and federal 
agents who, at this point, didn’t know whether or not to arrest the mayor. 
Turns out, The Miami Herald had incorrectly reported the Conch Republic’s 
plans, stating their intention to attack offshore naval ships and lower the 
American flag to and replace it with their own. The past 35 years have cooked 
up several versions of this legendary day, but Wardlow is adamant that, despite 
their secession, Conchs are and were good Americans, and that there hadn’t 
even been an American flag present. Lowering the American flag may have 
been out, but it seemed thwapping people over the head with a loaf of stale 
Cuban bread and dropping conch fritters from the sky hadn’t been entirely off 
the table. 

*
KEY WEST, Fla. _ They are touted as being tongue-in-cheek but look authentic: 
Navy blue and red “passports” embossed with a “Conch Republic” crest _ 
complete with photo, blank official-looking pages for immigration stamps, 
personal identification information, and expiration dates.  Now federal 
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investigators are trying to find out whether Mohamed Atta, one of the men 
believed to be a key player in last month’s terrorist attacks, added one of these 
novelties to his collection of travel documents. After discovering that a man 
named Mohamed Atta applied for and likely received one of the passports in 
September 2000, FBI agents are now combing through thousands of pages of 
supporting material provided by a Key West, Fla., group that issues the 
passports. One of the things troubling federal investigators: Anderson says he 
has used his Conch Republic passport to enter the United States five times, and 
enter Caribbean countries multiple times.  Investigators still aren’t sure, 
however, if the Mohamed Atta who applied for the fake passport is the same 
man believed to have piloted the first plane that slammed into the World Trade 
Center on Sept. 11.

*

Every once in a while, a play will break outside the box and become a cult 
piece, attracting people every year. After five years of playing to sell-out 
audiences, Conch Republic the Musical! has started to achieve that coveted 
status. It’s a musical that is hilarious to locals who know the story and the 
players at the time; charming and entertaining for tourists wanting a fun night 
out. In case you’re from ‘away’ and don’t know the story, this show is based on 
the birth of the mythical Conch Republic, which came about in 1982 after the 
Federal Government began to stop cars on ‘the Stretch’ of U.S. 1, looking for 
drugs, and choking off the thriving tourist boom that was Key West’s lifeblood. 
The full cast sets the table with a number that gives us a mini history of Key 
West’s economic woes. Like a zigzag lifeline on a chart, the town’s resources 
fluctuate in a boom or bust mode, with sponges, then cigars, then conch, the 
arrival and departure of the Navy, all of them sustaining—then financially 
depressing—the townfolk. Refusing to be kept down, they always struggle up 
off the mat, dust themselves off, and fight back, seeing an opportunity in every 
situation. As the song reiterates, they ‘make the best in every test’ because ‘It’s 
the Key West way.’

*
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You know how it is there early in the morning in Havana with the bums still 
asleep against the walls of the buildings; before even the ice wagons come by 
with ice for the bars? Well, we came across the square from the dock to the 
Pearl of San Francisco Cafe to get coffee and there was only one beggar awake 
in the square and he was getting a drink out of the fountain. But when we got 
inside the cafe and sat down, there were the three of them waiting for us.
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NIGER

Idrissa Sani Malam needs a new machete, and like any seasoned street fighter, 
he knows where to get one. On a bright December afternoon, he makes his way 
to his favorite knife dealer, weaving expertly on his motorcycle through the 
narrow alleyways of Dead Man’s Market. Contrary to its name, this nest 
of corrugated-metal stalls in Zinder, a dusty city in southern Niger, teems with 
life. Merchants and shoppers barter, children dodge around the legs of cattle 
and camels, and chickens squawk before their necks are wrung. The market got 
its ominous label partly because Nigeriens imagine that only a dead man 
would give up the used Western clothing — jackets branded with sports teams’ 
logos, T-shirts screen-printed for long-gone political campaigns — sold here. It 
has also earned the appellation: Men have died among its booths at the hands 
of the violent youth gangs that rule Zinder.

*

PLACES OF INTEREST

This is a back country about which not much is known, most thickly populated 
in the southwest around Niamey. It is a big-game region, particularly near Lake 
Tchad. But communications are difficult or entirely absent.

*

Alfaga — Razak to his friends; or Dogo, the tall man, to his former taekwondo 
companions in Niamey — walks back and forth on the opposite side of the 
gym. He’s the organizer of the “Coupe Alfaga” tournament, the country’s first 
international taekwondo competition. And for many in this unheralded 
landlocked country, home to the world’s youngest and second-poorest people, 
he’s a sign of redemption. In 2016, the 6-foot, 9-inch-tall Alfaga brought home 
Niger’s second Olympic medal ever, a silver. In July 2017, he became the 
heavyweight world champ of taekwondo, a Korean martial art created in the 
1940s that blends together different Asian fighting traditions.
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*

We found the slaves’ tents some way off, and there we met Fatima, a mother of 
seven children. She lived in a scrawny brown tent that rose no higher than my 
elbow off the ground. Her children were all around and one of them had a face 
bloated with a terrible infection for which she had no medicine. Fatima told us 
she had been working for her master for as long as she could remember. She 
said her master did not pay her, but fed and clothed her. “What can I do?” she 
said. “I have no money, I need food, I have children and so if I can work for a 
man who at least feeds me then that is good.” When I asked her if she was a 
slave she looked at the ground, and said yes.

*

Niger’s Nal National makes no bones about its allegiances, declaring itself 
“High energy rock & roll from West Africa” right on its web page. Formed in 
2000 by guitarist and (at least part-time) municipal judge Hamadal “Almeida” 
Moumine, the country’s most popular band whips up a sonic whirlwind of 
diverse cultural ingredients. Two hundred thirty-seven miles east of Gao, 
Niger’s capital is similarly polyglot, and its Fulani, Hausa, Songhai and Tuareg 
communities are all reflected in Tal National’s 13-member pool. (The collective 
approach comes in especially handy when the six-member group needs to play 
two gigs at the same time.)

*
In Moi, un Noir, Rouch, an ethnographic filmmaker, worked with poor migrant 
laborers from Niger in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, as they developed and reënacted 
their own stories for his camera. These nonactors, playing versions of 
themselves, perform and discuss their own stories in voice-over. Tellingly, they 
draw crucial aspects of their self-image not from African culture but from 
American and French media. The film’s star, Oumarou Ganda, a veteran of 
France’s war in Indochina who does day labor on the city’s docks for scant pay, 
is nicknamed Edward G. Robinson. His best friend, Petit Touré, a door-to-door 
salesman, calls himself Eddie Constantine (an American-born French action 
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star); Gambi, the woman they both love, is a prostitute they call Dorothy 
Lamour. 

*

When the Europeans came to the zone now known as Niamey, they found five 
sectors: Gaweye, Kalley, Maourey, Foulani Koira and Zongo. As they had 
successively been founded by settlers originating from various directions, it 
was more like a cluster of villages. Various stories referring back to these 
founders claim to explain the origin of the name Niamey. One such story tells 
of an old woman who would take water from a particular place along the river 
Niger. Later, it is said, this was to be the site of the first permanent dwelling, 
and the site was named ‘Nya-me’, which means ‘mother’s water’s edge’.
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FIJI

In Viti Levu, there was no avoiding the tourists. I kept hoping for something 
wilder, more remote, a bit emptier, no golfers. Yes, here and there, in an isolated 
part of the island was a valley of dark green jungle, but really what sort of 
jungle was it when you went for a hike and after a few hours ran into an Indian 
family picnicking? They had driven there, all eighteen of them, by car on a back 
road; they left empty squash bottles and orange rinds and cookie wrappers 
behind – and sometimes chicken bones. It was a fact that some Hindus, 
especially in Fiji, hid themselves and secretly gobbled meat, the way teenagers 
in America sneaked illicit cigarettes. I heard there was a ferry that sailed from 
the north coast of Viti Levu, across the twenty-mile-wide channel called Bligh 
Water, to the much emptier and reputedly rather strange island of Vanua Levu. 
“There are no tourists in Vanua Levu,” an Indian in Nandi told me. “It is too far 
and too primitive.”

*

Rio de Janeiro (CNN) As the final whistle sounded Fiji’s rugby sevens captain 
Osea Kolinisau sank to his knees, struggling to take in what he and his team 
had achieved. The Pacific island nation’s long wait for an Olympic medal was 
over. And when it finally arrived, it was a gold in a sport embraced with near-
religious fervor among its 900,000 people. Billed as heavy favorites ahead of the 
tournament, Fiji delivered with an emphatic, bruising 43-7 defeat of Great 
Britain. “I was just thankful to the lord for blessing us and giving us an 
opportunity to win in a mega-sport arena like the Olympics,” Kolinisau told a 
press conference that began with the sound of applause. “I never dreamed of 
being an Olympian, let alone being a medalist, let alone being a gold medalist. 
So I was just thankful to up above for the journey God has brought me on.”

*

Be yourself, do not pretend to be someone else in a beauty pageant. That’s very 
good advice from Nanise Rainima, our Miss World contestant, who has helped 
lifted our profile in the international arena. She has reached levels that no other 
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Fijian contestant has reached. She has set a benchmark for future Miss World 
Fiji contestants. There seems to be a perception that the pageant is all about 
looks. The competition looks at beauty in a holistic way taking in the various 
qualities of a person. Ms Rainima refers to it as inner beauty. Perhaps one of the 
best references to beauty was made by Irish author Margaret Wolfe Hungerford 
(nee Hamilton) who penned the famous idiom “Beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder” in her novel, Molly Bawn, in 1878. It means literally that the 
perception of beauty is subjective. Famous English author and playwright 
William Shakespeare, who expressed similar sentiments earlier in Love’s 
Labours Lost (1588), said “Beauty is bought by judgement of the eye, not 
utter’d by base sale of chapmen’s tongues.” Fiji Pageant director Andhy Blake, 
who was present during the pageant, said Fiji should be proud of Ms Rainima’s 
achievement. He said people would come up to him and talk about her 
humility, her beautiful spirit and concern for people. She had an impact with 
people around her. Her inner beauty shone through her countenance and 
people noticed that glow.

*

O Shiva O Parvati O Durga 
I have sinned.
I have used my right hand to explore cracks
Other than that of sculptures.
I have picked my nose with cow-eaters
Breaking Manu’s Ram-knows which law.
I have smoked ganja with angrez mlechhas
Envying them, all the while, their pigment.
(You see, I even dispute 
Your affidavit that they are albinos.)
On the side, I have bedded a washerwoman;
Pissed in the Ganges when no one was looking;
And for the edification of the Hindu Society of Australia
Recited the Ramayan with (they later said)
Beer on my breath.
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*
Fiji men have been considered to be among the more fierce cannibal groups of 
the New Hebrides Island group. Williams (1859) considered revenge to be the 
main reason for cannibalism in Fiji, and Carneiro (1990) believes intimidation 
of the living that took place prior to the ingestion of the dead was also part of 
the aim, writing: “Certainly one could hardly show greater hatred and disdain 
towards an enemy than by eating him/“ A man who clubbed an enemy to 
death was accorded honours and could attain high rank by distinguishing 
himself in battle. If the man he killed was of distinguished rank, the slayer was 
allowed to take his name, and warriors of rank received proud titles. Sahlins 
(1983) believed there were several important reasons they engaged in 
cannibalism: revenge, a gourmet appreciation of human flesh, political 
ambition, masculine bravado, and fear of the chief. Victims were generally 
acquired in battle, were rebellious subjects, or were taken from previously 
conquered peoples.

*

419



*

Defined a radical for his militant and outspoken brand of politics, it comes as 
no surprise that Apisai Tora affectionately refers to bearded cigar-toting Fidel 
Castro as a revolutionary icon of the 20th century. Mr Castro, 90, was cremated 
yesterday after he died last Friday. The fiery former trade unionist and Cabinet 
minister has framed photographs of his meeting with the Cuban revolutionary 
leader hanging on the walls of his Natalau, Nadi, home. Mr Tora, who turns 83 
in five weeks, also liked to light up, and was rocking an afro when he first met 
the dictator on October 17, 1974. He was in Cuba for a meeting, as the president 
of the “rebel” Fiji Council of Trade Unions (FCTU) which was affiliated to the 
Soviet Union-sponsored World Trade Union. In his 2006 book, Islands of 
Turmoil: Elections and Politics in Fiji, renowned Fijian political writer Dr Brij 
Lal referred to Mr Tora’s confrontational trade unionist style of the 1960s as “a 
cigar chomping, self-styled Fidel Castro of the Pacific”. Mr Tora said his 
achievements paled in comparison to Mr Castro.

*
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Snuka is regarded by many as a pioneer of the high-flying offense because of 
his Superfly Splash from the top turnbuckle. His dive off the top of the steel 
cage onto Don Moraco at Madison Square Garden as hundreds of flash bulbs 
went off will forever live as one of the most memorable moments in WWE 
history.

*

Suddenly the round ball orange sun burns free of the horizon – crimson, yellow 
light thrown horizontal onto cabin walls – fireball roars in the gloaming, 
purpling the snowlike fields and shredded peaks and ranges of white air – 
bright, burning eye of sun blinding the eyes – fields of flame – And sun eats 
earth – eats the world and its consciousness of nothing. Plane banks and 
descends to sound of cultured British (BOAC) voices, as I remember last night’s 
dream of descending thru some huge high apartment house or warehouse with 
Lorenzo, only all the stairways & doors were closed, so that we had to descend 
tortuously floor by floor thru various forgotten windows trapdoors or back 
escapes – across rooftops and down, thru apartments and lofts, past a final 
goodnatured “caretaker” guard or night watchman – out into daylight street – 
Sun has turned white, as Lorenzo sights “a teeny island down there. Down 
close now – tiny islands in bay, all green, beautiful winding river up close, 
palm trees & grass huts, down onto runway in brown green savannah… “On 
behalf of Captain Cook and the crew we bid you goodbye and fair 
journey” (British accent). And Allen saying, “Here we is in Fiji, here we is in 
Fiji.”

*

Cyclone Ami. Cyclone Amos. Cyclone Bebe. Cyclone Bola. Cyclone Cilla. Cyclone Cliff. 
Cyclone Daman. Cyclone Eric. Cyclone Evan. Cyclone Fran. Cyclone Gavin. Cyclone 
Gene. Cyclone Gita. Cyclone Ian. Cyclone Joni. Cyclone Keli. Cyclone Kina. Cyclone 
Lusi. Cyclone Nigel. Cyclone Oscar. Cyclone Paula. Cyclone Susan. Cyclone Tam. 
Cyclone Tomas. Cyclone Ula. Cyclone Vania. Cyclone Wilma. Cyclone Winston. 
Cyclone Zoe.

421



SUDAN

The very dark man from Sudan dressed in a poor fitting beige suit, gold neck 
chain, Casio watch and white shirt mentioned the name “Sanchez” buried in a 
diatribe of names and personalities surrounding the Sudanese Revolutionary 
Council, or SRC.  The SRC was a Libyan supported, funded and trained a 
terrorist group that we were very interested in and the dark man from Sudan 
may hold a key.  The group had tried to kill one of State Department support 
communications officers in Khartoum in 1986 under the specific direction of the 
Libyan People’s Bureau. I was the counterterrorism agent with the case and 
been on the hunt for “Sanchez” since 1985.  “Sanchez” or Carlos the Jackal was 
the brass ring. The poster-child of international terrorism. Colonel Kaddafi had 
used the Jackal has a tool of terror and paid him $20 million for the Jackal’s 
spectacular attack at the OPEC Summit in Vienna. The previous day, the man 
from Sudan had walked into the C Street entrance of the U.S. Department of 
State, or better known as Foggy Bottom, and asked to see someone linked to 
the security services and intelligence. A former Marine Security Guard turned 
uniformed State Department DSS officer took the initial “walk in” report and 
forwarded the name in a brown buckshot envelope and contact number to my 
unit, the DSS counter-terrorism division at SA-21 on Virginia Avenue.  The 
report didn’t say much, other than the man did not seem crazy and had 
terrorist information he wanted to pass along, motive unknown.

*

One day I went to my favourite place at the foot of the tall acacia tree on the 
river bank. How many were the hours I had spent in my childhood under that 
tree, throwing stones into the river and dreaming, my imagination straying to 
far-off horizons! I would hear the groaning of the water-wheels on the river, the 
exchange of shouts between people in the fields, and the lowing of an ox or the 
braying of a donkey. Sometimes luck would be with me and a steamer would 
pass by, going up or down-river. From my position under the tree I saw the 
village slowly undergo a change: the water-wheels disappeared to be replaced 
on the bank of the Nile by pumps, each one doing the work of a hundred 
water-wheels. I saw the bank retreating year after year in front of the thrustings 
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of the water, while on another part it was the water that retreated. Sometimes 
strange thoughts would come to my mind. Seeing the bank contracting at one 
place and expanding at another, I would think that such was life: with a hand it 
gives, with the other it takes. Perhaps, though, it was later that I realised this.

*

I am not sure what will happen to me here. I have come to know that shootings 
happen more as a result of struggle than of planning. Because I have given up 
my struggle, and because there is a ten-year-old boy at my kitchen table, I 
believe they do not intend to kill me. But I am, I know, lost in this series of 
events. I do not know where my assailants are, or if they are coming back. Who 
are you, TV Boy? My  assumption is that they have left you to guard me and 
the television, and that they will soon come to retrieve both. As a boy I was 
asked more than once to guard the AK-47 of a soldier of the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army. For much of the war, it was said that a rebel soldier who lost 
his gun would be executed by the SPLA, and thus when a soldier was busy in 
some way he often employed the help of a boy, all of us willing. I once guarded 
a gun while one particular soldier found pleasure with an Anyuak woman. It 
was the second time I ran my hands over that kind of gun, and I can remember 
its heat to this day.

*

Khartoum is a ship in the sea, the expatriates will tell you, by which they 
sometimes mean that they are going out of their minds. When they fly back to 
it from Malakal or El Obeid, El Fasher or Port Sudan, they fall on the 
cellophaned, wispy airline sandwiches ravenously, as a prelude to civilisation 
itself. Certainly, I did that day, guzzling Seven-Up and canned grapefruit, 
perching on a jump seat behind the pilot in the cockpit of the Boeing, after my 
muddy pant legs and obvious exhilaration and exhaustion had piqued his 
curiously as we sat in the Port Sudan flight office beforehand. He lived next 
door to the Catholic Club in Khartoum, he told me, when he wasn’t at home 
with his family in Dublin on leave from this job. I asked him if it was a 
“captain’s paradise”, but he wouldn’t say.
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*

When it comes to Manute Bol, there is as much legend and lore as feats and 
facts. The question of his age and backstory — he was born to a tribe in Africa 
and told interviewers he once killed a lion with a spear — and his 7-foot-7 
height as the NBA’s tallest player were part of the lure for fans and players 
alike. But there was one night, 25 years ago this month, that could not be 
disputed. A Suns-76ers mismatch in Phoenix was supposed to be about Charles 
Barkley’s first game against his former Philadelphia team. It was on its way to a 
blowout when Bol’s shocking onslaught of three-pointers came as 
unexpectedly as a summer rainstorm in the desert.  Launching shots from 
above the height of the rim, Bol made six three-pointers in the second half to 
fall one short of the NBA record at the time. Bol had shown his range a few 
years earlier, but made just two three-pointers in three seasons with the 76ers. 
As a result, his outburst overshadowed Barkley’s 36-point, 17-rebound, nine-
assist game. “They don’t guard me so I shoot,” Bol said. Bol was a much more 
prolific shot blocker than three-point shooter, but his Klay Thompson moment 
might be the best remembered of his 10-year career. Bol died of kidney 
problems and a rare skin disease in 2010 but lives on in many ways.

*

To stroll through Omdurman, Sudan’s old capital across the White Nile from 
Khartoum, during wedding season,  is to walk through time. Large halls and 
open-air performance spaces, free to the public, offer a small window into the 
Sudan of old, when bands and orchestras kept sharply-dressed young people 
on their feet.   Tonight, a Fulani band from western Sudan plays balafon music 
at a concert for disabled people. Nearby, spiritual Nubian rhythms and chants 
create a woozy atmosphere. The night’s big wedding has legendary singer 
Salah ibn Al Badia performing with a full violin and synthesiser orchestra. The 
lavish spread of sounds is reminiscent of an earlier era, a time when Sudanese 
music captured the hearts and minds of post-colonial Africa and the Middle 
East. “I remember in the 70s and early 80s there was music on every corner of 
every street in Khartoum,” said Reda Hassan El Ashi, then a young man from a 
well-known, successful family who revelled in the swinging city. Mohamed 
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Abu Sabib, a scholar in Khartoum, said: “In Sudan, the political and cultural 
are inseparable.” 

*

I had spent half my life in Africa, but it was an Africa very different from this. 
Khartoum seemed like the suburbs of North Oxford dumped down in the 
middle of the Sudan. I hated the calling and the cards, I resented the trim villas, 
the tarmac roads, the meticulously aligned streets in Omdurman, the signposts, 
and the public conveniences. I longed for the chaos, the smells, the untidiness, 
the haphazard life of the market-place in Addis Ababa; I wanted colour and 
savagery, hardship and adventure. Had I been posted to one of the towns I 
have no doubt that, disgruntled, I should have left the Sudan within a few 
months, but Charles Dupuis, governor of Darfur, had anticipated my reaction 
and had asked that I should be sent to his province.

*

425



MOZAMBIQUE

Che managed to meet all the great African patriots: Kwameh Nkrumahin 
Accra; Sekou Toure in Conakry; Modibou Keita in Bamako, and Massambra 
Debat in Brazzaville. In Algiers he also had long conversations with the leaders 
of the liberation movements in the countries that were still under Portuguese 
colonialism: Aghostino Neto and Lucio Lara of Angola; Amilcar Caral, the 
great revolutionary leader in Guinea-Bissau, and the leaders of the 
Mozambique FRELIMO movement.

*

Life in Mozambique should have been difficult. Portugal was a crude overseer 
of a colony that was blessed with cotton and sugar, and the indigenous 
population was brutally oppressed. Human rights were an afterthought, with 
protests quelled with gunfire and murder. In Eusébio’s hometown of Lourenço 
Marques, locals were forcibly evicted from the town centre, struggling to 
survive in shanty towns far from the ‘Concrete City’ of apartments and 
boulevards built for their imperialist masters. None of this mattered to Eusébio, 
though, whose interests became obvious at an early age. As a child he would 
often skip school just to play football with his friends, with a ball improvised 
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from rolled up newspapers and socks. Football boots didn’t exist on the gravel 
pitches of the Mafalala neighbourhood, but the talents of this barefoot teen 
soon made themselves known.

*

War had killed the road thereabouts. Hyenas slunk along the tracks, snuffling 
among ashes and dust. The landscape had blended sadnesses the likes of which 
had never been seen before. They were dirty colours, so dirty that they had lost 
all their freshness, no longer daring to rise to the blue on the wing. Here the sky 
had become unimaginable. And creatures had got used to the ground, in 
resigned apprenticeship of death. The road that now unfolds before our eyes 
crosses no other. It lies more prostrate than the centuries, alone bearing the 
burden of all distances. Along the verge, burnt-out cars rot away, the residue of 
pillage. In the surrounding savannah, only the baobabs contemplate the world 
shedding its flowers.

*

When the story of PERi-PERi began, no-one is really sure. What we do know, is 
where it started. It was under the hot sun in the rich, fertile soils of Southern 
Africa, that the African Bird’s eye Chillies – better known as PERi-PERi – 
thrived and ripened. Used for centuries in local cooking, people from far and 
wide fell for the full-bodied flavour of these chillies. The Portuguese explorers 
were no different, and when they arrived in Mozambique centuries ago, they 
added a twist of lemon and a touch of garlic to create the first PERi-PERi sauce. 
They used it on just about anything, but especially as a basting for chargrilled 
chicken.  PERi-PERi recipes became fiercely guarded family secrets, handed 
down from generation to generation. Fortunately, what was never protected 
was the Portuguese love of good food, sharing and laughter. That’s how two 
friends in Johannesburg came to experience the extraordinary taste of PERi-
PERi chicken. It so inspired them, they knew it had to be shared and Nando’s 
was born.

*
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*

At the civil war’s end, in the centre of Mozambique, the recovery process was 
shaped by gamba, a category of spirits of male soldiers who died during the 
civil war. Gamba spirits emerged in war-torn communities that historically and 
culturally have deeply rooted experiences in reciprocal exchange between the 
living and the spirits. Immediately after the war’s end, gamba spirits were 
specifically engaged in addressing serious unsettled conflicts of the civil war. 
Through the intrusive appearances of gamba, individuals and their families 
that had allegedly been involved in the perpetration of serious wartime crimes 
were called upon to give public accounts of their past acts of evil. A comparison 
between the gamba spirits’ interventions and those of the Mozambican official 
authorities in dealing with the legacies of the civil war reveals significant 
differences. While the gamba spirits broke the silence about the past and 
demanded accountability in public spaces, the Mozambican state authorities 
attempted to suppress the narratives of war violence and consequent suffering 
that many people had endured.

*
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To drive down Avenida da Marginal today is to take a journey through the 
recent political and economic history of Mozambique. There is the crumbling 
skeleton of the old Quatro Estacoes hotel, where the Portuguese clogged up the 
plumbing and lift shafts with cement when they left in 1975 as a farewell 
gesture. There are the flimsy houses of the “reed cities”, the slums where 80% 
of the population exist, most without running water or electricity, whose 
inhabitants, like Dzimba, make a precarious living from their wits. Nearly 80% 
of Mozambique’s population live on less than £1 a day; it ranks as one of the 
poorest countries in the world and has one of the lowest life expectancy rates – 
just 41 years. But since the end of the civil war in 1992 and the advent of 
democratic elections, boom times have arrived – on paper at least – with 
annual economic growth rates of 9%. Now Maputo has million-dollar 
mansions springing up on the shore and gated communities that sit alongside 
the dirt streets where children hunt for food in bins.

*

The concept of converting “swords to plowshares” — turning from war 
towards constructive, peaceful endeavors — is as old as the Bible. Today, in 
Mozambique’s capital, Maputo, the principle is being put into practice in a 
strikingly modern way, as the demobilization of weapons from two brutal wars 
fuels an international arts success story. Goncalo Mabunda is an acclaimed 
sculptor who creates objects of beauty from instruments of death. From his 
workshop in Maputo, he fashions his artworks — masks, thrones and figures 
— from decommissioned weapons and military equipment.  AK-47s, land 
mines, rocket launchers, soldiers’ boots and helmets, even sections of tank: all 
are warped and melded to create vivid sculptures sought by galleries and 
collectors around the world. The work, says Mabunda, is “trying to represent 
each [person] who died with this same material.” At the same time, the creation 
of each piece has a very practical consequence. “If we destroy the weapons, the 
same weapon’s not going to kill any more,” he said.

*
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*

Africa has been present in some of Naipaul’s more recent fiction. The novel 
‘Half a Life’  (2001) was set partly in a nameless African country that was a 
thinly disguised Mozambique at the point when the old mixed-race, or 
“mulatto”, elite, with their vast plantations and estates, were losing hold of 
power as the Portuguese prepared their chaotic retreat. In that novel, the 
central character, Willie Chandran, an ethnic Indian who has been living in 
London, is fascinated by the Africans he sees around him but whom he can 
never properly know or understand – theirs was “an African life at which I 
could only guess”, he says. Later, restless and increasingly unhappy, he visits 
African prostitutes in a garrison town that has been cut out of the humid bush; 
these scenes of sex are among the most luminous and affecting in what is a 
very strange book, among Naipaul’s most Conradian in its ambiguities and 
ambivalent positioning.

*

True gender equality might seem like a remote dream. However, in 
Mozambique, small steps are being made in the fight for women’s rights 
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thanks to the passion and determination of women like Suzete Sangula. The 18-
year-old student activist has made it her mission to educate girls and young 
women about their rights, and teach them strategies to defend themselves. “My 
parents had a traditional mentality and I have changed their minds,” explains 
Sangula. “Now, they grant me my space in society and at home. So other 
people will also end up granting me that space. That is what motivates me to 
continue.”
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BAHAMAS

Wednesday, 15 November 2006, 15:15
C O N F I D E N T I A L NASSAU 001711 
SIPDIS 
C O R R E C T E D C O P Y (REMOVAL OF SIPDIS CAPTION) 
STATE FOR WHA/CAR RCBUDDEN, CA/OCS 
EO 12958 DECL: 11/06/2016 
TAGS BF, PGOV, PREL, CASC, SMIG 
SUBJECT: HURRICANE ANNA NICOLE WREAKS HAVOC IN THE 
BAHAMAS 
Classified By: Deputy Chief of Mission D. Brent Hardt for reasons 1.4(b ) and 
(d)

1. (C) SUMMARY: Several months into her Bahamian residency, 
American B-list celebrity and regular entertainment television 
fixture Anna Nicole Smith has changed the face of Bahamian politics. 
Not since Category 4 Hurricane Betsy made landfall in 1965 has one 
woman done as much damage in Nassau. Lying in disarray in her 
wake are Doctor’s Hospital, the Coroner’s Court, the Department of 
Immigration, local mega-lawyers Callenders and Co., formerly popular 
Minister of Immigration Shane Gibson, and possibly Prime Minister 
Christie’s PLP government. At the eye of a series of scandals over her 
Bahamian residency application and the death of her son, Anna Nicole 
has inspired a revitalized Bahamian media to take aim at a system that 
too often rewards the privileged. Moreover, the titillating details of 
Anna Nicole’s sordid affairs have enticed the Bahamian public to give 
renewed focus to government indiscretions. These shots have 
wounded the “people’s party” PLP Government, which is responding 
by making changes, promising reform, and firing back in self-defense 
as elections approach. END SUMMARY.

*
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Anna Nicole Smith’s funeral on March 2, attended by 100 mourners, was pure 
pink pantomime. The pearl white Lincoln hearse came to a halt within sight of 
the Mount Horeb Baptist church were the service was to take place. It stood 
there for twenty minutes. Larry Birkhead, wearing a bright pink tie (Anna’s 
favourite colour), arrived to a ripple of cheers from the throng of sightseers 
gathered along the road. There were both cheers and boos when Howard K. 
Stern arrived. Meanwhile, Richard C. Milstein, the legal guardian of Anna 
Nicole’s baby daughter, was in the motorcade pleading with Virgie Arthur to 
come to the church and allow the funeral to proceed. Even at the last minute 
she was still plotting a Texas burial, by seeking an emergency court hearing. 
Virgie finally agreed and arrived thirty minutes late, mouthing “thank you” to 
people in the crowd who cheered her. But she, too, did not escape a chorus of 
boos. Everyone seemed to have an opinion on who was the villain. Anna’s 
mahogany casket was carried into the single-storey white chapel by six 
pallbearers, including former bodyguard Maurice “Big Moe” Brighthaupt and 
her Los Angeles attorney, Ron Rale. It was draped in a pink blanket with 
rhinestones spelling out her name. The casket had been moved at dawn from 
the Ford Lauderdale medical examiner’s office and driven in a motorcade to 
Miami where it was loaded onto a private plane. Inside the casket, Anna Nicole 
was wearing a pink gown with a heart-shaped bodice, rhinestone sequins and 
lace applique, designed by her old favourite Pol Atteu. On her head was a 
rhinestone tiara. As flamboyant in death as she was in life.

*

*
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A contemporary saying was that when pirates dreamed they had died and 
gone to heaven, they dreamed of New Providence. The island had everything. 
The harbor, formed by a small island lying off the main one, provided two 
ways in and out, so that no one ship could trap a pirate inside the bay. The 
climate was warm enough tin winter for the simplest shelter rigged from a sail, 
and yet bearable in summer, with an almost constant brisk trade wind. The 
hills back of the beach provided a sweeping view of the horizon, where 
lookouts could watch for a potential victim picking his way among the Bahama 
Islands. The long, low island forming the harbor also made possible fort 
commanding the only passage deep enough for any warship, making the 
harbor a snug, protected anchorage. And back of the white sand and pink coral 
lay the tangled jungle where no pursuer could ever find his fleeing quarry. A 
better pirate headquarters could not have been build to order.

*

On December 11, 1981, Muhammad Ali entered the ring for the last time. “The 
show started two hours late,” Ed Schuyler remembers. “That’s because the 
promoters couldn’t find the key to the front gate of the baseball field where the 
fight was held. Then someone realised there were only two pairs of gloves for 
the entire undercard, and after each fight the cornermen had to unlace the 
gloves. They couldn’t cut them off, because the next fighter needed them. There 
was no bell. Finally, someone found a cowbell in a truck. I don’t think they had 
regular corner stools either. And it was heartbreaking, because Ali had so much 
class, and this was how his career came to an end.”

*

In the space of just one or two weeks, depending on your specific interests, you 
can sunbathe and swim on some of the world’s best beaches, walk around 
beautifully planted sub-tropical gardens, take day trips to old Loyalist-era 
villages filled with antique colonial mansions, ride horses along the coast, 
scuba dive and snorkel in reefs inhabited by countless species of colourful 
marine life, and play golf on exceptional championship courses. Or you can sail 
to deserted islands for romantic picnic lunches, stroll through historic city 
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neighbourhoods, compete in amateur tennis tournaments, take every type of 
excursion imaginable, shop in fine designer boutiques and duty free shops, 
challenge your luck in one of four world-class casinos, wine and dine in 
enchanting gourmet restaurants, and party all night with the friendly locals. 
Whatever kind of vacation you have in mind, you can do it all in the beautiful 
Bahamas.

*

The Creole was sailing from Hampton, Va,. as part of the domestic slave trade 
coastal route after the United States banned international slave trade. A total of 
135 slaves were aboard the ship as it made its way to New Orleans as part of a 
sale. 160 people in total were on the brig, including the captain’s family, a 
handful of slave traders and a crew of 10. Madison Washington, a cook who 
was enslaved in Virginia after attempting to rescue his wife after he escaped to 
Canada, was the first to spark the overthrow. The slaves were kept in a forward 
hold and when a grate was lifted, Washington overtook the deck. Washington 
and 17 other men sparked the clash by taking on the captain’s crew and killed a 
trader with a knife. The captain was wounded, but escaped with his life as he 
hid inside the ship’s rigging. The slaves demanded the ship be sailed towards 
Liberia, as it was the only country they knew former slaves could go for 
freedom. However, another slave mentioned they should sail to the British 
West Indies because slaves were freed there a year prior. Upon arriving at 
Nassau, Bahamas on November 9, the ship was boarded by Black Bahamians 
who declared the group free under British colonial law.

*

“Paul put up a picture of Aaliyah. Paul was wanting to go to the Bahamas to 
investigate reports of the sighting of Aaliyah’s spirit. When I read this, I 
touched her picture to read. I felt Aaliyah beautiful spirit had some things to 
say. Aaliyah’s spirit is a very strong presence, she radiates light like an angel. 
Aaliyah gives me the impression she is not alone at the crash site, other spirits 
from the crash are there too, she shows me she is there with a grandmother of 
hers and a great aunt. I get the impression of the day before the crash, it was a 
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beautiful happy day, everyone was having a good time. Then boom! I feel she 
hit her head as the plane crashed. I feel that even though at times Aaliyah’s 
spirit is at the crash site, trying to figure out how things could have went 
differently, it’s just there were some things she didn’t know that day when they 
took off. She was always a problem solver even as a child. Her spirit is very 
much with her family. I feel like her family members will at time be able to 
smell her perfume faintly pass by them and that she visits them in very vivid 
dreams.”

*

From behind the shack a child’s voice came in an old English tune singing 
mockingly,
“Uncle Edward came from Nassau
Some candy for to sell
I buy some and P.H. buy some
And the candy give us hell-“
Uncle Edward turned his fine face, looking as sad as it were angry, in the bright 
afternoon light.
“I know you,” he said. “I can’t see you but I know who you are. I’ll report you 
to Constable.”
The child’s voice went on, rising clear and gay,
“Oh Edward
Oh Edward
Buff, rough, tough Uncle Edward
Your candy rotten.”
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TONGA

Captain Cook accepted a gift a day from the Tu’i Tonga, the king of the islands 
of Tonga, which Cook called “the Friendly Isles.” He accepted a sacred red 
feather bonnet, bowls of intoxicating kava to drink, and exquisite paintings on 
bark, called tapa. In return, the king took few gifts, showing no interest in the 
novelties that his people borrowed with infuriating regularity from Resolution: 
cats, muskets, buttons, nails, anchors. The king did not care for such things. He 
accepted only one small glass bowl, some livestock, and the tortoise, which 
Cook calculated that he would no longer need now that the ship was sailing 
through lands of plenty. “For my wife,” said the king, turning and awarding 
the tortoise to the queen. The queen adored the tortoise from the start: her 
lustrous shell, her eyes as dark as mirrors, the way she stretched her long neck 
and tilted her head and hissed. It was a soft and undemanding sound, yet one 
that never failed to catch the queen’s ear, even above the sibilant hissings of the 
court.

*

Although Cook saw the Tongans as not being as tall and well made as the 
Tahitians, others were of an opposite opinion. Charles Clerke claimed they 
surpassed in beauty every nation he had met with except the people of the 
Marquesas Islands, and William Anderson considered a number of the men to 
be truly handsome. The general consensus seemed to be that all of them, 
women included, were well muscled and strong. However, the appearance of 
strength on the part of the women caused some of the Europeans to regard 
them as a bit too masculine. This, of course, was a matter of personal taste, for 
Anderson claimed that Tongan women generally were not only well 
proportioned but some possessed “the most perfect models of a beautiful 
figure”.

*

Bruno Banani is a German men’s underwear company. The brand, which 
features styles with colorful names like Booty Bass, Rusty Iron and Blockbuster 
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(it can come as a G-string), is well known in Europe for its unusual marketing 
campaigns. The company has sent its garments underwater to the Bermuda 
Triangle, and in 1998, Russian astronauts wore the underwear aboard a space 
station. Bruno Banani is also an Olympic luger from Tonga. Surprisingly, this 
matching of names is not a coincidence: Banani (the racing luger) and Banani 
(the racy underwear) have combined to create a situation at the Sochi Games 
that is a uniquely Olympic blend of underdog inspiration crossed with strident 
capitalism.

*

The women on stage could stop traffic. Not just with their beauty, which is 
plentiful, nor their smiles, which are dazzling. These girls could stop traffic 
with their bare hands. Because the contestants in Tonga’s Miss Heilala 
competition are enormous. Many top 6 feet. Some must weigh nearly 200 
pounds. I’m sitting so close they could reach out and touch me, or break me in 
half, since I’ve been roped into judging. “We like our women big,” says a 
grinning Semisi, a fellow judge and native Tongan. He’s cool. I’m sweating. I 
do not want to get this decision wrong. I came to Tonga to write a story about 
the sunrise. While I walked along the beach, a large man from the Tonga 
Visitors Bureau caught up to me. “One of our judges for the Miss Tonga contest 
is sick,” he said, placing a mighty hand on my suddenly small arm. “We’d be 
so honored to have an English-man judge our queens of beauty.” The sunrise 
story would wait.

*

At the southern end of ‘Eua was a distinctive landscape of rolling fields. 
Devoid of trees or jungle, it was instead dotted with numerous rock formations. 
The coral limestone protruded from the ground in strange arrangements. 
Standing tall and silent, they overlooked the outstretched southern ocean. At 
the edge of the field was a sheer drop of fifty metres down to crashing waves. It 
was an outstanding view. Elevated at some points eighty metres above sea 
level, sights could be taken in virtually all directions. In addition to the area 
being one of beauty and amazement, it had also been a famous location for 
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duels. For one hundred years, the grassy fields had laid witness to countless 
duels between brave warriors from across the Pacific. It seemed to carry 
memories of the fallen as one looked across the rolling fields and felt the cool 
touch of the sea wind.

*

The 2016 Olympic Games opening ceremony had everything: parkour, Gisele, 
weird performances about colonial history, global warming, dancing, and one 
extraordinarily shiny flag-bearer from Tonga. Pita Nikolas Taufatofua, who is 
competing in tae kwon do for Tonga, was wearing little more than coconut oil, 
a traditional Tongan ta’ovala, and a smile. Twitter users around the world had 
a collective  meltdown.  but he’s more than just a finely honed piece of 
ambulatory meat. The few facts we do know about Taufatofua are delightful, 
and there will surely be more to come as the Olympics progress.

*
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A new Tongan island formed from the ash of a 2014 volcanic eruption in the 
South Pacific could exist for decades, according to a study released by 
NASA.  he ash island, unofficially named Hunga Tonga-Hunga Ha’apai, 
formed during a submarine volcanic eruption that lasted from late December 
2014 to early January 2015. The new land mass, which has a 120m summit, was 
originally only predicted to last months. Instead, NASA now believes Hunga 
Tonga-Hunga Ha’apai will remain for between six and 30 years, making it the 
first island of this type to persist in the modern satellite era. Nasa has observed 
the island since its formation, making monthly high-resolution satellite 
observations using both optical sensors and radar. Observing Hunga Tonga-
Hunga Ha’apai has allowed Nasa to build a picture of how new islands are 
formed and shaped over time. “Volcanic islands are some of the simplest 
landforms to make,” said Jim Garvin, first author of the study and chief 
scientist of Nasa’s Goddard space flight centre. “Our interest is to calculate how 
much the 3D landscape changes over time, particularly its volume, which has 
only been measured a few times at other such islands. It’s the first step to 
understand erosion rates and processes and to decipher why it has persisted 
longer than most people expected.”

*

When he is finally crowned King of Tonga this week – almost two years after 
the death of his dad – the multi-millionaire playboy bachelor George Tupou V 
intends to make sure the wait was worth it. Sir Elton John, Sir Mick Jagger, Elle 
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Macpherson and Sir Sean Connery are all among the A-listers invited to the 
£1.6million Coronation celebrations, including four days of official ceremonies, 
a military parade, an open-air concert, lavish firework displays and a rugby 
match between Tonga and the rest of the world. The future George V has long 
been known for his extravagances and eccentricities – from his white pith 
helmet, monocle and wardrobe full of Savile Row suits to the beloved 15-year-
old bespoke London taxi in which he is ferried around the 748 sq km of his 
South Pacific island kingdom. “One is what one is,” the Oxford and Sandhurst-
educated king said in his plummy English accent, recently declining an 
interview. “One doesn’t see much point in talking about it.” At a cost of one-
third of this former British protectorate’s annual aid budget, the Coronation of 
‘G5’ – as he is known to friends – will be as lavish as his lifestyle. Three balls 
costing hundreds of thousands of pounds will segregate guests into Very Very 
Important Persons (VVIPs), Very Important Persons (VIPs) – and Commoners. 
All must observe the strict tapu – protocols – that surround the king, 
maintaining a “respectful distance from his person”, speaking “with lowered 
voices” and compelled to “stoop deferentially” if approached by his Highness. 
Their host, meanwhile, will wear ermine-trimmed robes tailored on Savile Row 
at £230,000.
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EAST TIMOR

Marie sometimes did more than merely write. In 1999, in East Timor, she was 
credited with saving the lives of 1,500 women and children who were besieged 
in a compound by Indonesian-backed forces. She refused to leave them, 
waving goodbye to 22 journalist colleagues as she stayed on with an unarmed 
UN force in order to help highlight their plight by reporting to  the world, in 
her paper and on global television. The publicity was rewarded when they 
were evacuated to safety after four tense days. This was the essence of Marie’s 
approach to reporting. She was not interested in the politics, strategy or 
weaponry; only the effects on the people she regarded as innocents. “These are 
people who have no voice,” she said. “I feel I have a moral responsibility 
towards them, that it would be cowardly to ignore them. If  journalists have a 
chance to save their lives, they should do so.” The people of East Timor did not 
forget their saviour. At the end of her Sunday Times report about her Sri 
Lankan experience, she wrote: “What I want most, as soon as I get out of 
hospital, is a vodka martini and a cigarette.” Later that week, having moved 
briefly to a New York hotel, she was woken by a room-service waiter bearing a 
tray with a huge bottle of vodka and all the ingredients for her drink of choice. 
She discovered it had been “fixed, God knows how, by the East Timor crowd, 
the people in the compound”.

*

In European homes, mothers tell the kids that babies are flown from Paris by a 
big bird. In our backward but peaceful village of Laklubar, mother told us a 
different story. When the fifth of us was to be delivered, I remember asking 
mother how it was going to come. She wanted us as far as possible from the 
house, sos she told us to pack some food and go on a picnic at the river, 
because it would come down the river. In the early morning, Romana, 
Chiquito, Arsenio and I all rushed to the river and trained our eyes on the 
currents. We waited all day and got excited whenever some object appeared in 
the distance. There it comes! There it comes! We would shout excitedly, 
pointing our dirty little fingers and jumping up and down. But it was just 
another piece of tree that was floating on the current. When the sun began to 
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turn yellow and dark, we headed back home, puzzled that our new brother or 
sister had not come. When we got close to home, we heard a baby’s cries. 
Nuno, the fifth in the family, had arrived, and he was going to be a real pain in 
the ass in the years to come. He’s gone now, murdered by Indonesian troops. 
Mother suffered immensely. We all forgave Nuno for our childhood quarrels 
and miss him terribly.

*

http://peaceofwall.blogspot.com

I’d had a strong interest in graffiti before I went to East Timor, and what I was 
seeing materialising on the walls really, for me, reinstated its value in the sense 
of a narrative. Through the documentation, I became exposed to a number of 
different groups – from martial arts groups to small community arts groups – 
and really found it a fascinating gauge of the feeling amongst people who, I 
guess, had remained voiceless for much of their contemporary development. 
The diversity in the expressions was fascinating, also. There were very 
territorial assertions, political commentary and haunting images of ghosts, 
skeletons, gargoyles and so on that really, for me anyway, seemed to breathe 
and be indicative of the country’s traumatic history. As well, of course, proud 
proclamations of peace and development that seemed to nod towards a desire 
for harmony in the country.
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*

Every morning, before the first rays of the sun have slipped over the horizon, 
East Timorese marathon runner Aguida Amaral leaves her sleeping family and 
heads out into the dusty streets of Dili for a 15-kilometre run. Wearing cheap 
red trainers and a vest inscribed only with the word “Sponsor,” Amaral, a 32-
year-old police officer and mother of four, is training hard for the Athens 
Olympics, where her tiny country’s flag will fly for the first time. So far, Amaral 
and fellow marathon runner Xavier do Rego are the sole confirmed 
representatives of the world’s newest nation at the 2004 Games. East Timorese 
sports officials are hoping to double the contingent with the addition of a 
weightlifter and a boxer, who are still waiting to see if their wild card 
applications are approved. Amaral competed in the 2000 Sydney Games, along 
with three other East Timorese athletes, but all wore generic white uniforms 
and competed under the Olympic flag – a traditional practice for countries 
which are not recognized as independent nations. The United Nations took 
interim control of East Timor after a bloody 1999 referendum which spurred its 
separation from Indonesia. The former Portuguese colony gained full 
independence from Jakarta in May 2002 after 24 years of Indonesian rule, but 
remains desperately poor, with limited funding for “luxuries” like sports 
training. Burned-out buildings still dot the capital, Dili, and runners like 
Amaral often compete for space with horses and goats on the massive Taci-Tolu 
sports field west of the city.

*

I loved almost every day I was there, especially when it involved taking 
meandering journeys all over Dili and throughout Timor-Leste – a place where 
one person’s story leads to another that intersects with another, which, over 
time, opens up a little more of the bigger picture of how and why Timor-Leste 
is the way it is and how it is developing as a country. I sat in dilapidated, old 
government buildings with broken windows and clogged toilets, and listened 
to old veterans, who had fought against the Indonesians in the forest, rail 
angrily about having been left behind. I went inside sacred houses where the 
spirits of the Timorese ancestors rested, and saw a faded Portuguese flag taken 
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delicately from a wooden box with a reverence similar to that given to the 
Turin shroud. I drank warm beer with ex-rebels while their children stacked 
plastic glasses outside in the dirt. I clambered around overgrown forts and 
became claustrophobic in a bat-infested cave where the fighters had once lived. 
I heard stories about how some of these men had returned from the dead, and 
how others could make themselves invisible through believing in a magic 
stone.

*

Gusmao is shown as a reflective character but also as a warm, tactile, emotional 
figure. He is rarely seen alone. The film is full of encounters, scenes not only of 
Gusmao welcoming dignitaries and visiting remote villages, but also of him 
embracing old comrades, the widows of men killed during the fight for 
independence, former opponents, and a man who is identified as the one who 
“betrayed Gusmao into Indonesian hands”. He revisits scenes from his past, 
and the country’s past. He goes to the mountains, where he took refuge as a 
guerilla leader; he makes an official visit to the Jakarta prison where he was 
held during seven years of captivity. He recalls how he began to talk to local 
prisoners jailed for petty crimes, and heard them say that their country’s 
liberation from a colonial power had not made them free. There is a recurring 
emphasis on reconciliation as a way forward. The film is at pains to present 
other East Timorese people who share his conviction, whatever they suffered in 
the fight for independence.

*

Milan Kundera’s truism, “the struggle of people against power is the struggle 
of memory against forgetting”, described East Timor. The day before I set out to 
film clandestinely there in 1993, I went to Stanfords map shop in London’s 
Covent Garden. “Timor?” said a hesitant sales assistant. We stood staring at 
shelves marked South East Asia. “Forgive me, where exactly is it?” After a 
search he came up with an old aeronautical map with blank areas stamped, 
“Relief Data Incomplete.”  He had never been asked for East Timor, which is 
just north of Australia. Such was the silence that enveloped the Portuguese 
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colony following its invasion and occupation by Indonesia in 1975. Yet, not 
even Pol Pot succeeded in killing, proportionally, as many Cambodians as the 
Indonesian dictator Suharto killed or starved in East Timor.

*
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FRANCE

For those of us  who experienced learning French at school in England  in 
the 1980s and 1990s, our baseline understanding of French and France was of 
La Rochelle in the 1970s, thanks to the Tricolore  textbooks by Sylvia Honnor, 
and Heather Mascie-Taylor.  They presented a France that was out of date, out 
of fashion, and somewhat farcical. The France of Tricolore, as viewed through 
the microcosm of La Rochelle, was stuck in a time-warp: hugely uncool and 
laughably  lacking in cultural relevance 10 to 15 years after its first 
publication.  Female characters had strange masculine  names (Martine and 
Francoise) and everyone wore awful trousers and drank Orangina.  How can 
you learn to love a language or a land when it has been reduced to A4 size and 
a hundred or so pages?

*

A feast of love is beginning. Everything that has gone before is only a sort of 
introduction. Now they are lovers. The first, wild courses are ended. They have 
founded their domain. A satanic happiness follows. They are off to Besancon 
on the weekend, filled with feathers, floating in pure joy. The spring road flies 
beneath them. She likes to talk about it. Tell me what you want, she says. I want 
to please you. “I like it when you do,” he says. “No,” she insists, “tell me.” 
They walk in the park, submerged in a coolness like old walls. The benches are 
empty. They are alone. At this hour of evening the sun is gone. The sky, as if 
summoning itself for the last time, is a piercing, a pale blue, so clear it 
frightens. It seems that every sound has fled. They walk without speaking hip 
against hip., He feels an utter, a complete happiness. The dark fragrance of the 
trees washes down on them. Their shoes are dusty. The last light fails.

*

Seen from childhood (or at least going back there in memory) when playing 
was an obligation, the rules that determined everything seemed to exist since 
time immemorial, and if you dared to point out that someone had taken it 
upon themselves to invent them… watch out, subversive child? Entering into 
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the game, when we’re not talking about make-believe – I’ll be the King and you 
be the Indian, for there the  ‘rules’ did fluctuate with the rhythm of the 
imagination, but only very solid friendships survived them – was perhaps the 
least painful apprenticeship of that loss of liberty we associate (uselessly?) with 
growing up, ‘living in society’ where the rules are no less arbitrary, at lest for 
the most part (safeguard of everyday life, who decided everything has its 
limits?), than those of hopscotch (couldn’t it be played in a circle, including 
trees, skyscrapers, or enlarging the borders of the drawing when the pebble 
falls on one side?)/. Unbendable rules, and no one knew why. you had to look 
for really exceptional circumstances (or play by yourself) to be able to change 
them; playing hopscotch on the slope of a hill, for example, would at least let 
you add invented rules – if the stone rolled to the right, miss a turn, if it rolled 
left, you can jump further, and if a little avalanche sweeps it all away, the first 
one home wins – and change the world.

*

Most of the Paris arcades come into being in the decade after 1822. The first 
condition for their emergence is the boom in the textile trade. Magasins de 
nouveautes, the first establishments to keep large stocks of merchandise on the 
premises, make their appearance. They are the forerunners of department 
stores. This was the period of which Balzac wrote: “The great poem of display 
chants it stanzas of colour from the Church of the Madeleine to the Porte Saint-
Denis.” The arcades are a centre of commerce in luxury items. In fitting them 
out, art enters the service of the merchant. Contemporaries never tire of 
admiring them, and for a long time they remain a drawing point for foreigners. 
An Illustrated Guide to Paris says: “These arcades, a recent invention of 
industrial luxury, are glass-roofed, marble-paneled corridors extending 
through whole blocks of buildings, whose owners have joined together for 
such enterprises. Lining both sides of these corridors, which get their light from 
above, are the most elegant shops, so that the passage is a city, a world 
miniature.”

*
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Workers, make no mistake – this is all-out war, a war between parasites and 
workers, exploiters and producers. If you are tired of vegetating in ignorance 
and poverty; if you want your children to grow up to enjoy the fruits of their 
labor rather than be some sort of animal reared for the factory or the battlefield, 
increasing some exploiter’s fortune by the sweat of the ir brow or shedding 
their blood for a tyrant; if you no longer want your daughters, whom you 
cannot raise and care for as you wish, to be instruments of pleasure for the 
aristocracy of money; if you no longer want poverty and debauchery to drive 
men into the police force and women into prostitution; finally if you want 
justice to reign, workers use your intelligence, arise! let your strong hands 
crush the loathsome forces of reaction!.. The Central Committee is convinced 
that the heroic population of Paris will win immortal fame and regenerate the 
world.

*

I decided then ad there to outdo my foodie parents. At the same time, I could 
gross out my still uninitiated little brother. I’d show them who the gourmet 
was! Brains? Stinky, running cheese that smelled like dead man’s feet? 
Horsemeat? Sweetbreads? Bring it on!! Whatever had the most shock value 
became my meal of choice. For the rest of that summer, and in the summers 
that followed, I ate everything. I scooped gooey Vacherin, learned to love the 
cheesy, rich Normandy butter, especially slathered on baguettes and dipped in 
bitter hot chocolate. I sneaked red wine whenever possible, tried fritures – tiny 
whole fish, fried and eaten with persillade – loving that I was eating heads, eyes, 
bones and all. I ate ray in beurre noisette, saucisson a l’ail, tripes, rognons de veau 
(kidneys), boudin noir that squirted blood down my chin. And I had my first 
oyster. Now, this was a truly signifiant event. I remember it like I remember 
losing my virginity – and in many ways, more fondly. 

*

The explosive force of the painting that Matisse and Derain did at Collioure 
testifies to the suddenness of the excited rapport that developed between them. 
Matisse remembered: “We were at that time like children in the face of nature 
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and we let our temperaments speak, even to the point of painting from the 
imagination when nature herself could not be used.” The aim of the painting 
they now set about was quite specific: “to free the picture from any imitative or 
conventional contact”; their chief means of doing so was colour, but the way in 
which colour was to be used was much less specific. Matisse always insisted 
that Fauvism was not only about the use of pure colour, “that is only the 
surface”, he said; ‘“what characterised Fauvism was that we rejected imitative 
colours and that with pure colours we obtained stronger reactions – more 
striking simultaneous reactions; and there was also the luminosity of our 
colours.”

*

Friday 3rd September 1976: Sex Pistols, Malcolm and crew fly to Paris. It’s 
Steve Jones’s birthday, he gets a free glass of champagne from a stewardess on 
the plane – he was hoping for something more. When they arrive in Paris, 
Malcolm buys Steve a birthday present – a prostitute! They play the Club De 
Chalet Du Lac in Paris tonight. It’s the band’s first performance outside 
England and they are the main live attraction for the club’s free opening night 
of disco in the middle of the Bois de Boulogne, where many people turn up in 
expensive clothes. Unfortunately some of the chairs are still wet from black 
paint. They are about to witness punk rock! For their appearance in front of 
designers like Castelbaljac and the French punk rock aristocracy, Vivienne and 
Malcolm unveiled a new costume suitable for their status as ‘Couturiers 
Situationnistes’. At the Chalet Du Lac, the Sex Pistols stood on a floor lit in 
strips, like a sun-blind: flanked by Matlock and Jones in brand new ‘Anarchy’ 
shirts, John Lydon threw hunchback poses in an extraordinary garment later 
called the Bondage Suit.

*

Arthur Rimbaud first met Paul Verlaine in 1871. Rimbaud was 17, Verlaine 27. 
Both were brilliant, volatile and utterly committed to the quest for the new, in 
art and life. Rimbaud was a young poet in search of a patron. Verlaine was a 
young poet in search of distraction – not least from his miserable marriage to 
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Mathilde, whom he regularly hit. Verlaine’s brother-in-law described Rimbaud 
as “a vile, vicious, disgusting, smutty little schoolboy”, but Verlaine found him 
an “exquisite creature”. He didn’t seem to mind that Rimbaud rarely washed, 
left turds under one friend’s pillow, and put sulphuric acid in the drink of 
another; not to mention that he hacked at his wrists with a penknife and 
stabbed him in the thigh. But by then, he was in love. The two of them ran off 
to Brussels and then London. Rimbaud was “delighted and astonished” by 
London. Verlaine was overwhelmed by the “incessant railways on splendid 
cast-iron bridges” and the “brutal, loud-mouthed people in the streets”, but 
inspired by the “interminable docks. The city was, he wrote, “prudish, but with 
every vice on offer”, and, “permanently sozzled, despite ridiculous bills on 
drunkenness”. The two poets were often sozzled, too: on ale, gin and absinthe.

451



BAHRAIN

I could have gone to Bahrain by aeroplane from Sharja but I preferred to go 
there by dhow. The journey should have taken four days but lasted eleven. The 
naukhada, or skipper, was an old man, nearly blind, who spent most of his 
time asleep on the poop. The mate, an energetic Negro, described what he saw 
and the naukhada told him where to go. Once he woke the old man in the 
middle of the night to consult him. The naukhada gave his orders, but when 
the mate said, “nonsense, Uncle!” he went grumbling back to sleep. The first 
night it blew a gale. The seas broke over the ship and I was very sick. We had to 
shelter under the Persian coast, and there we remained for three days, since the 
wind, when it moderated, was against us. While waiting for the wind to shift, 
we were joined by seven other dhows, great ocean-going booms, sailing back 
from Zanzibar to Kuwait. Their naukhadas rowed over to visit us, and we fed 
them on rice and dates and a large fish which we had just harpooned. They 
drank tea, smoked in turns from a hubble-bubble, and described their voyage, 
but I found it difficult to follow their talk, for I did not know the terms they 
used. Then the wind changed and we sailed for Bahrain. It was thrilling to 
watch these great dhows surging along beside us through the breaking seas. 
They were the last trading vessels in the world that made long voyages entirely 
by sail. Soon too they would disappear.

*

On March 30, 20-year-old Ayat al-Qarmezi was arrested weeks after reading a 
poem at Pearl Roundabout, the epicenter of the protest movement. In her 
poem, al-Qarmezi read the words: “We are the people who kill humiliation and 
assassinate misery. We are the people who will destroy the foundation of 
injustice.” Al-Qarmezi  also criticised the nation’s monarchy and led chants 
condemning sectarianism calling Sunnis and Shias “brothers”. After her arrest, 
Amnesty International said that freedom of speech and assembly was “brutally 
denied to ordinary Bahrainis”. On April 2, blogger Zakariya Rashid al-Ashiri 
was arrested for spreading “false news” and “inciting hatred.” After a few days 
in prison al-Ashiri died, authorities claimed that the cause was complications 
related to sickle cell anemia. On April 5, Karim Fakhrawi, a publisher, board 
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member of the independent daily al-Wasat and friend of al-Jallawi, was 
arrested and died days later under similar circumstances while in detention. 
Authorities claimed his death was the result of kidney failure. However, 
relatives and human rights advocates in Bahrain presented images showing 
bruises on the bodies of both Fakhrawi and al-Ashiri, and accused authorities 
of killing the men in detention. Al-Jallawi said about his friend’s death: “They 
want to send a message to anyone who tried to be against them: ‘we will kill 
you. Go f**k off and shut up.’”

*

*

Not blessed with the oil wealth of its neighbouring Gulf States, Manama, the 
capital of Bahrain, has a distinctly less glitzy air to it than Dubai or Doha. Tiny 
Bahrain’s main function in the region is as a Vegas-esque getaway for Saudi 
Arabians. The two nations are linked by a ‘friendship bridge’ and Bahrain’s 
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laws on alcohol and sex outside of marriage are more relaxed, so groups of 
men, weekending from Riyadh, drinking beer and fraternising with tourists 
and prostitutes, are a common sight in the hotel bars of Manama. Jackson, 
unsurprisingly, had no desire to sample the less than sophisticated nightlife of 
the city. He took advantage of a connection made previously by his brother 
Jermaine, who converted to Islam after a visit to the island nation, to hole up in 
the royal palace. Befriended by Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa, 
Jackson allowed himself to be pampered by the prince who, over the following 
months, would claim to be looking after almost all of Jackson’s business 
interests. So, in temperatures regularly exceeding 40°C, Jackson’s new life in 
Bahrain, which he intended to be permanent, took shape.

*

Gulf sailors in Sumcrian times knew the islands of Bahrain, called Dilmun, the 
‘land of the sweet waters’’ gods from Dilmun were carried west and east by 
them/. The reason for the continuing importance of the islands in this trade 
relates to those continuing hostile elements, wind and weather. There were 
only two ports of refuge on all that hostile coast, Muscat and Dilmun-Bahrain.  
Of the two, Bahrain was much preferred, for the mountains behind Muscat 
made the winds uncertain and treacherous, as well as the port unbearably hot 
in summer, when the Shamal was at its worst. Bahrain welcomed the 
exhausted traveller. It was a green oasis in a hostile ocean. The authors of the 
Pilot, who usually gave only the barest details, and were sparing with 
enthusiasm and praise, noted: ‘The verdure, so unusual in these countries, has 
a very pleasing effect. There are great numbers of fruit trees, such as citrons, 
limes etc. and very find date plantations.’ For them, the island had proved a 
welcome haven.

*

King Fahd Causeway connects Saudi Arabia to the island kingdom of Bahrain, 
where some of the rules are rather more relaxed. If you leave Manama, the 
kingdom’s capital, take a right down Baghdad Avenue and drive south to the 
traffic circle by the Last Chance supermarket, you’ll find a place far removed 
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from the strictures of Saudi morality, enforced chastity and prudishness. “By 
the traffic circle … next to the laundromat. Yes. No, I don’t have any dildos, 
only massage devices … Good. See you later. Maa al-Salama.” Khadija 
Mohammed’s telephone rings every 10 minutes. The last call was from a 
number beginning +966. “A lady in Saudi Arabia,” Khadija explains. In other 
words, the typical customer of Khadija Fashion House in Manama. Later that 
afternoon the lady comes by, concealed by a hijab that reveals nothing but her 
eyes, and purchases a magenta-colored “Oui”, described on the packaging as a 
“simple, elegant personal massager, so thin it can fit in the palm of your hand.” 
Sometimes, Khadija Mohammed says, wearing a veil can be extremely 
practical. Nevertheless women without veils also come into her shop. Their 
husbands stand to one side while their wives shop. A “beginner’s bondage kit” 
complete with handcuffs and a blindfold — typical sadomasochism equipment 
— hangs on the wall behind the cash register. Such items are usually associated 
with the notorious Abu Ghraib prison in Baghdad. There are “cats-of-nine-
tails” for seven Bahrain dinars each, as well as whips and G-spot stimulators. 
On the shelves there are enema nozzles, penis enhancement creams, belly-
dancer costumes, “Dress Black Gladiator”-brand stilettos, and glow-in-the-dark 
nail polish. Khadija says she has just run out of dice for party games.

*

*
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*

On Monday hundreds of young Bahrainis poured into the streets in 
communities and villages across the small island country. Mobilized by 
decades of autocratic excess, torture, and years of anguish over the unfulfilled 
promises of political reform, the country’s activist community is struggling to 
tap into the revolutionary fervour that has gripped the Middle East in recent 
weeks and move forward a democratic agenda. They have made clear their 
desire to set aside an often paralyzing sectarianism that has recently divided 
the country’s Shiite majority from their Sunni rulers. 
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SPAIN

In a village of La Mancha, the name of which I have no desire to call to mind, 
there lived not long since one of those gentlemen that keep a lance in the lance-
rack, an old buckler, a lean hack, and a greyhound for coursing. An olla of 
rather more beef than mutton, a salad on most nights, scraps on Saturdays, 
lentils on Fridays, and a pigeon or so extra on Sundays, made away with three-
quarters of his income. The rest of it went in a doublet of find cloth and velvet 
breeches and shoes to match for the holidays, while on week-days he made a 
brave figure in his best homespun. He had in his house a housekeeper past 
forty, a niece under twenty, and a lad for the field and market-place, who used 
to saddle the hack as well as handle the bill-hook. The age of this gentlemen of 
ours was bordering on fifty; he was of a hardy habit, spare, haunt-featured, a 
very early riser and a great sportsman. They will have it his surname was 
Quixada or Quesada (for here there is some difference of opinion among the 
authors who write on the subject), although from reasonable conjectures it 
seems plain that he was called Quexana. This, however, is of but little 
importance to our tale; it will be enough not to stray a hair’s breadth from the 
truth in the telling of it.

*

For Hemingway, July meant an annual trip to Pamplona, Spain, to take part in 
the San Fermin bullfighting festival. The bulls had become an obsession over 
the last few years. “He [first] heard about bullfighting from me,” Gertrude 
Stein later sniffed, but several friends had played a role in getting him hooked. 
He had gone to the Pamplona fiesta twice before. The first time, in 1923, it had 
been a romantic adventure for him and Hadley: at the bullfights, Hemingway 
had been enraptured (it was like “having a ringside seat at the war with 
nothing going to happen to you,” he wrote to a friend); Hadley—then pregnant 
with their son—had sat calmly at his side, stitching clothes for their baby and 
“embroidering in the presence of all that brutality,” as she later put it. In 1924, 
the couple returned with a raucous entourage that included writers John Dos 
Passos and Donald Ogden Stewart. Pamplona still felt as pure and insular as it 
had the summer before, untainted by Americans and other tourists. The town, 
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Stewart wrote later, “was ours. No one else had discovered it. It was vintage 
Hemingway. It was a happy time.” No one was happier there than 
Hemingway. “He stuck like a leech till he had every phase of the business in his 
blood,” Dos Passos recalled, “and saturated himself to the bursting point.” It 
was a feeling Hemingway insisted his friends share. “[Hemingway] had an 
evangelistic streak,” Dos Passos went on, “that made him work to convert his 
friends to whatever mania he was encouraging at the time.”

*

*

The conquistadors brought back exotic fruits which would change the diet that 
Europeans had followed since the Stone Age: potatoes, tomatoes, peppers, 
maize, sweet potatoes, avocados, guavas, pineapples, tobacco and chocolate (a 
good Aztec word) are just a few of them. They also brought back samples of 
New World flora and fauna – magnolias from Central America, lupins from the 
Andes, and dahlias whose quilled petals were hybridized in Aztec gardens. 
They brought back parrots, macaws and toucans to satisfy the curiosity of the 
rich. There was also human freight. Columbus had already shipped bemused 
Carib Indians back to Europe; now Cortes transported Mexican ball-players 
and jugglers to perform before the king in Seville. Later they went to Rome and 
‘juggled a lot with their feet… before a delighted Pope’. In Paris, Amazonian 
Indians acted out their forest lives in circus shows; a Brazilian chief was 

458



presented to Henry VIII, and an Eskimo man and woman, from Baffin Island, 
impressed Londoners with their dignified bearing and modesty.

*

So, then, the duende is a force not a labour, a struggle not a thought. I heard an 
old maestro of the guitar say: ‘The duende is not in the throat: the duende surges 
up, inside, from the soles of the feet.’ Meaning, it’s not a question of skill, but of 
a style that’s truly alive: meaning, it’s in the veins: meaning, it’s of the most 
ancient culture of immediate creation. This ‘mysterious force that everyone 
feels and no philosopher has explained’ is, in sum, the spirit of the earth, the 
same duende that scorched Nietzche’s heart as he searched for its outer form on 
the Rialto Bridge and in Bizet’s music, without finding it, and without seeing 
that the duende he pursued had leapt from the Greek mysteries to the dancers of 
Cadiz and the headless Dionysiac scream of Silverio’s  siguiriya. So, then, I 
don’t want anyone to confuse the duende with the theological demon of doubt 
at whom Luther, with Bacchic feeling, hurled a pot of ink in Eisenach, nor the 
Catholic devil, destructive and of low intelligence, who disguised himself as a 
bitch to enter convents, nor the talking monkey carried by Cervantes’ Malgesi 
in his comedy of jealousies in the Andalusian woods. No. The duende I mean, 
secret and shuddering, is descended from that blithe daemon, all marble and 
salt, of Socrates, whom it scratched at indignantly on the day when he drank 
the hemlock, and that other melancholy demon of Descartes, diminutive as a 
green almond, that, tired of lines and circles, fled along the canals to listen to 
the singing of drunken sailors.
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*

HORNY Brits are flying out to Benidorm to enjoy the sun, sea, and SWINGERS 
– it has been discovered. Sex-mad couples in the Spanish resort are enjoying 
partner-swapping antics just 23 miles along the Costa. They are flocking to the 
Club Cupido Liberal in Alicante in their desperate search for a romp. It is open 
seven days a week from 5pm until midnight with punters paying £20 a pop. It 
has themed event, ranging from “bisex day and night” and “girl day” to 
“threesome day”. Once inside the club, near a police station, they have a bar, 
chill-out area and play-rooms for group sex at their disposal. The scenes are 
reminiscent to the TV programme’s saucy Stewarts, Donald and Jacqueline. 
The couple in comedy series Benidorm, played by Kenny Ireland and Janine 
Duvitski, are known for their saucy antics. Brits have been raving about the 
swingers club online, The Sun reports. A couple from Preston said: “Hi guys 
we’re over for a few days and hoping to maybe get away from our friends and 
have some fun — any couples out at this time?” “Veryhornycouple” from 
Llandudno, North Wales, added: “Can’t wait to visit. Hopefully loads of other 
players will be there to see what sexy fun might happen.” Sue said: “This lady 
runs another club in Alicante and is very experienced so it isn’t a fly by night 
set up. Our entry on a Thursday was extremely reasonable and included a 
drink each.”

*

Among the many conventions of beauty that we find in Andalusian 
descriptions of the beloved, the most frequent present the beloved’s hair as a 
mass of dark tresses, amid which a white, or bright, face shines through like the 
sun or the moon. The shape of the beloved is compared to the branches of date 
palms. The beloved’s beauty frequently causes the lover physical pain; the 
beloved’s eyes tear the lover’s heart to pieces, ensnare or capture him. When 
the beloved is identified outright as female, her breasts act as arrows, piercing 
the heart of the lover. If the beloved appears as a male, the early sprouting of 
his beard acts as thorns that prick the lover. Not only is the beloved physically 
dangerous, but she or he is emotionally abusive a well. The beloved is 
hardhearted, abandoning the lover and leaving the lover pining, physically 
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stricken from lovesickness. If the beloved appears to the lover in a dream, the 
beloved will not speak with him .Or, if the beloved once graced the lover with 
his or her love, the beloved now cruelly betrays him.

*

‘I travel a lot,” says Santiago Sierra. “But entering a country is like going to jail. 
Borders disgust me – as an idea and as a personal experience. This work denies 
all of that.” Sierra is talking about his latest installation. Called Black Flag, it 
documents his attempts to have the symbol of anarchism planted at the north 
and south poles. What was the reason for the project? “To occupy the world, I 
suppose. I’ve always loved Piero Manzoni’s ‘The World Pedestal’, in which the 
whole world was inside the work of art.” Sierra’s attempt at world occupation 
started three years ago when he sent an expedition to the remote Norwegian 
island of Svalbard.  From there, his minions travelled to the Russian base of 
Barneo which, because it sits on a drifting ice floe, has to be rebuilt every year 
in order to serve incoming tourists. From there, Sierra’s team ventured to the 
nearby north pole and, on 14 April 2015, planted a black flag, as well as 
capturing the landscape in sound and video. Eight months later on 14 
December – precisely 104 years after Norwegian Roald Amundsen beat 
Britain’s Captain Robert Falcon Scott to become the first person to reach the 
south pole – Sierra’s minions planted another at the geographic south pole. The 
two black flags were both left in place, partly as a rebuke to, as Sierra sees it, 
nationalists who have befouled Earth’s otherwise pristine extremities with their 
misplaced national symbols.

*
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*

Nowadays Paella, aside from being a pivotal driving force for the gastronomic 
tradition of the Community of Valencia, has become an attractive worldwide 
brand that on many occasions is misinterpreted. Wikipaella is the ordered 
response on the part of citizens to redress this imbalance between what is 
believed and what is genuinely true. A source of knowledge and 
acknowledgement regarding authentic Paella recipes, contributed to by 
everyone. Wikipaella is a non-profit making association geared towards 
cultural dissemination, composed of a wide-range of people from all 
backgrounds, public and private sector bodies. It represents a tool capable of 
defining, encouraging and defending the classic rice dishes of the Community 
of Valencia, within and outside its boundaries. This initiative, hitherto unheard 
of in its genre, that seeks out the broadcasting of a fundamental part of Spain’s 
cultural heritage. Specifically, Wikipaella is specialised in the development of 
pedagogical and general interest actions in the restaurateur and gastronomic 
spheres. It highlights those restaurateurs who uphold the gastronomic 
traditions and values of the Community of Valencia throughout the world.
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*

Di Stéfano, an agile, tireless and versatile player nicknamed the Blond Arrow, 
personified total soccer — a style of play that encourages players with assigned 
positions to redefine them as the game demands — having embraced it years 
before the great Dutch teams of the early 1970s made it popular. Playing with 
Paco Gento, and later with the Hungarian star Ferenc Puskas, Di Stéfano and 
Real Madrid won the European Cup the first five years of the competition’s 
existence, from 1956 to 1960. (It is now called the European Champions 
League.) He was voted European footballer of the year in 1957 and 1959.In 
1960, Di Stéfano scored three goals in a 7-3 victory over Eintracht Frankfurt of 
Germany in the European Cup final at Hampden Park in Glasgow, a game still 
considered among the greatest in soccer history. Di Stéfano scored a record 49 
goals in 59 European Cup games. He finished his career at Real Madrid with 
216 goals in 282 league games from 1953 to 1964 and remains one of Real’s 
leading career scorers. He helped the club to eight league titles. Di Stéfano won 
the scoring title five times and is the No. 5 career goal scorer in the history of 
the Spanish league. He retired at 40 in 1966 after a 22-year career in South 
America and Europe.
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*

Feminist activists on Sunday interrupted a Madrid rally held to commemorate 
the anniversary of Franco’s death. Three members of the international 
collective Femen ran through the crowd half-naked, with the slogan “legal 
fascism, national shame” written across their breasts. On their backs, the 
women had written “Stop 20N,” a reference to November 20, the date when 
Franco nostalgics gather annually to observe the late Spanish dictator’s death 
in 1975. The police quickly moved in to pull the activists away from the angry 
demonstrators, some of whom had begun to push them around to cries of 
“whores.” One of these individuals was Manuel Andrino, the head of the far-
right party Falange. The march took place between Callao and Plaza de 
Oriente, a symbolic spot that was once the site of pro-government 
demonstrations during the Franco regime. Demonstrators stood or sat on 
folding chairs across from the Teatro Real, bearing signs with the slogans 
“Movement for Spain” and “Sánchez stop squatting and leave Franco in 
peace.” The rally had been organized by the Association to Revoke the 
Historical Memory Law, a piece of legislation introduced in 2007 to recognize 
victims of the Civil War and condemn the Franco regime.

*

Cadiz, Spain, is a small Atlantic island located a few miles from the Gibraltar 
Strait. In the course of time, a narrowed isthmus moored it to the European 
continent. Yet, the land has never lost its uniqueness. As a child, I was 
wonderstruck by the underwater seascape. In the days with the lowest tides, 
when large expanses of seashores were left in the open, I could make out wide 
roads, streets, and alleys hemmed in by rocks of many sizes and shapes. Over 
the years, the waters had smoothed out their edges and dead and live layers of 
small crustaceans had carpeted their surfaces. My imagination revived a 
sunken metropolis that harbored histories and legends spanning over 3000 
years. The ancient city, the oldest in the western hemisphere, had served as the 
far frontier of ancient civilizations.

*
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One of his fondest memories is of the women of Calzada chatting at the town 
cemetery as they tended the graves of their families’ dead. “It’s basically what 
you see in Volver,” he explained, referring to his 2006 movie, part of which is set 
near where he was born. “Death disappeared, because the important thing was 
the flowers, the conversations.” Clothes were washed in the river. “Every La 
Mancha house had huge interior patios,” he said. The women worked lace 
there and gossiped. “Tops on the list were babies born out of marriage and 
suicides,” Almodóvar said. “People who threw themselves down the well or 
hanged themselves from the rafters.” He felt immediately the power of story. 
“It was a mixture of terror and vitality,” he said. “It was the origin of life and, at 
the same time, of fiction and fabulation.” As a boy who always felt different 
from his peers, he took away a second, less encouraging message: “I had no 
experience of anything, but I knew that this atmosphere was unnatural—or, at 
least, against my nature.” He added, “This was the last place I wanted to grow 
into adulthood.”

*

Benidorm – ah! The cracked jewel of the Spanish Riviera, the tarnished zircon 
tiara of the Costa Blanca, home of the one-euro, all-day British breakfast and 
the Beach Rock Burger Café, of pub karaoke with wide-screen TV sport, and 
girls in tiny T-shirts with “Tits on Tour!” badges flooring pints of vodka and 
Red Bull at Gigolos and Rockefellas. Ah, Benidorm, the high-rise capital of 
Alicante, the most popular tourist destination on the Mediterranean coast-line, 
and soon-to-be Unesco World Heritage Site… it seems possible that Benidorm, 
one of the laughing-stock holiday destinations (along with Torremolinos and 
Magaluf) for lowest-common-denominator British tourists, has been praised as 
one of the wonders of the world; and praised not by a dubious, sex-‘n’-sangria 
tour operator, but by a French intellectual. It may join the Taj Mahal and the 
Jordanian ruins at Petra as sites of world interest. Professor Philippe Duhamel, 
a geography teacher at the University of Angers, loves the place. He thinks its 
dispiriting purgatory of Legoland high-rises – sorry, its “unique collection of 
skyscrapers” – has immense cultural importance. “Benidorm is the Dubai of 
Europe,” he says. “It is unique in Europe, is known worldwide and is a 
remarkable site for what is understood by mass tourism.”
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MYANMAR

This is not the happy ending we were led to expect. When Myanmar elected 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s party to power in 2015, she was widely portrayed as 
a sort of political saint, an icon who had endured great suffering to guide her 
people from dictatorship to democracy. 
President Barack Obama praised her. Hillary Clinton embraced her in public. 
The Senate majority leader, Mitch McConnell, once compared her favorably to 
Gandhi. Today Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi, the de facto leader of Myanmar, is the 
target of worldwide criticism for standing by as her country’s military wages a 
campaign of murder, rape and torture against the Rohingya minority group. 
Though her fall from grace was exceptionally spectacular, this is a common 
story. Western leaders champion individuals, often activists who have made 
heroic sacrifices, as the one-stop-shopping solution to the problems of 
dictatorship or shaky new democracy.In their zeal to find a simple solution to 
the complex problem of political change, they overlook their heroes’ flaws, fail 
to see the challenges they will face in power, and assume that countries are the 
products of their leaders, when it is almost always the other way around.

*

The night before I am due to meet Aung San Suu Kyi, I take a battered taxi to 
the ancient Shwedagon Pagoda where it all began. It was here on an August 
morning in 1988 that the daughter of General Aung San, Burma’s 
independence hero, gave her first big speech, an address that was to plunge her 
into the cauldron of Burmese politics. Although she was naturally reserved and 
the crowd was extraordinarily large – anything between 300,000 and 1m people 
– she spoke without apparent fear. Behind her was a portrait of her father, the 
Bogyoke, or “big leader”, assassinated at the age of 32, only months before his 
dream of Burmese independence was realised. “Reverend monks and people,” 
Suu Kyi, then 43, began, asking for a minute’s silence for the 3,000 democracy 
protesters gunned down or hacked to death in that momentous month of 
revolution and suppression. “I could not, as my father’s daughter, remain 
indifferent to all that is going on,” she said, launching what she called “the 
second struggle for national independence”. Although she sought 
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reconciliation over conflict, the underlying message was clear. Her father had 
liberated Burma from the British. She would help liberate it from Burma’s own 
generals.

*

It is a simple game that no one wins. The traditional game of Burma, chinlone 
involves keeping a woven rattan ball off the ground without using your hands. 
There is no set number of players. There may be as few as two, or as many as 
six or seven, but the aim is the same: keep the ball aloft, and do so in as stylish 
and skilled a manner as possible while doing it. Watch some videos of it and 
it’s hard to see how Myanmar isn’t cranking out half the midfielders in 
international soccer. The ball is caught on the instep of the foot, and then 
flipped to the knee before a quick bounce to the opposite foot for a backheel to 
the next player. The ball is spun around the foot, or popped aloft with a strike 
resembling a scorpion kick. The best players play-fake nearly every shot, 
lunging with the right before popping the left foot around, or simply whipping 
the entire foot around the ball in flight before lofting it back into the air. The 
best moves take a second for the viewer to process.

*

By the old Moulmein Pagoda, lookin’ lazy at the sea,
There’s a Burma girl a-settin’, and I know she thinks o’ me;
For the wind is in the palm-trees, and the temple-bells they say:
“Come you back, you British soldier; come you back to Mandalay! “
Come you back to Mandalay,
Where the old Flotilla lay:
Can’t you ‘ear their paddles chunkin’ from Rangoon to Mandalay ?
On the road to Mandalay,
Where the flyin’-fishes play,
An’ the dawn comes up like thunder outer China ‘crost the Bay!

*
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The Burmese are the only people, as far as I know, who eat tea leaves. Tea is a 
stimulant, and constantly nibbling it helps to keep one awake and alert through 
long conversational dissertations, plays, puppet shows, dances, or family 
gatherings. Although one Colonial Englishman referred to Jephet disparagingly 
as “pickled tea” which is mixed with “salt, garlic and asafoetida, doused in 
oil.” I like it and find eating it a convivial and social habit. The hill tribesmen, 
especially the Palaung, who have been preparing lephet for centuries, collect the 
young fresh tender tea leaves just before the start of the rainy season. The 
leaves are steamed just enough to wilt them and then are pressed firm in large 
bamboo cylinders. The filled cylinders will then be stored in the earth or a 
cellar. This slightly ferments the leaves and gives lephet its characteristic 
astringent flavour. Now the leaves are ready to eat.

*

When Khun Lwici, the secretary of a literary and cultural committee set up by 
Myanmar’s Kayan ethnic group, came across a movie called ‘Aung Padin Inn 
Padaung’, he was incensed. In the movie, a woman from a Kayan community 
known as the Padaung is depicted next to a giraffe like a zoo animal. (Padaung 
women are famous for elongating their necks with brass rings.) In another 
scene, a Padaung woman is fed a banana pushed toward her on a stick. Protests 
from the Kayan community forced the movie’s producer to apologize and 
withdraw the film from circulation. But it isn’t just the Kayan who are vilified 
in this way. Racism, homophobia and anti-Muslim sentiment are rampant in 
Myanmar’s movies—the result, insiders say, of nearly five decades of military 
rule in which stringent censorship ultimately stifled any chance of a proper 
cinema culture. “There is a psychological injury being done to ethnic 
minorities,” Khun Lwici tells TIME.

*
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Driving through Naypyidaw, the purpose-built capital of Burma, it could be 
easy to forget that you’re in the middle of one of south-east Asia’s poorest 
countries. On either side of the street, a seemingly endless series of giant 
detached buildings, villa-style hotels and shopping malls look like they have 
fallen from the sky, all painted in soft pastel colours: light pink, baby blue, 
beige. The roads are newly paved and lined with flowers and carefully pruned 
shrubbery. Meticulously landscaped roundabouts boast large sculptures of 
flowers. The scale of this surreal city is difficult to describe: it extends an 
estimated 4,800 square kilometres, six times the size of New York City. 
Everything looks super-sized. The streets – clearly designed for cars and 
motorcades, not pedestrians nor leisurely strolls – have up to 20 lanes and 
stretch as far as the eye can see (the rumour is these grandiose boulevards were 
built to enable aircraft to land on them in the event of anti-government protests 
or other “disturbances”). There is a safari park, a zoo complete with air-
conditioned penguin habitat, and at least four golf courses. Unlike in much of 
the country, there is reliable electricity here. Many of the restaurants have free, 
fast Wi-Fi. The only thing Naypyidaw doesn’t have, it seems, is people.

*

At seventeen he had tried for a Government appointment, but he had failed to 
get it, being poor and friendless, and for three years he had worked in the 
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stinking labyrinth of the Mandalay bazaars, clerking for the rice merchants and 
sometimes stealing. Then when he was twenty a lucky stroke of blackmail put 
him in possession of four hundred rupees, and he went at once to Rangoon and 
bought his way into a Government clerkship. The job was a lucrative one 
though the salary was small. At that time a ring of clerks were making a steady 
income by misappropriating Government stores, and Po Kyin (he was plain Po 
Kyin then: the honorific U came years later) took naturally to this kind of thing. 
However, he had too much talent to spend his life in a clerkship, stealing 
miserably in annas and pice. One day he discovered that the Government, 
being short of minor officials, were going to make some appointments from 
among the clerks. He saw his chance and denounced all his confederates before 
they could take alarm. Most of them were sent to prison, and Po Kyin was 
made an Assistant Township Officer as the reward for his honesty. Since then 
he had risen steadily. Now, at fifty-six, he was Sub-divisional Magistrate, and 
he would probably be promoted still further and made an acting Deputy 
Commissioner, with Englishmen as his equals and even his subordinates.

*

 https://reuters.screenocean.com/record/221957

*
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ASIA: Burma:
EXT
BURMA. SECRET BRITISH ARMY IN..troops by riverside..supplies taken over 
river in rubber boats.. vet.w.horse..Brig. Charles Wingate in horse, C.U’s..march 
w.horses & supplies thro’ jungle..cutting trees etc..leaflets distributed to 
natives..working radio..paid w.silver rupees.treating wounded..Burman speaks 
thro’ mike..loud speaker fixed to trew
COINS Silver rupees paid to Brit. Army in Burma jungle
HORSES. Brig. Charles Wingate on horse in Burma w. secret Br: army.. also 
horses & mules carry supplies thro’ jungle.. vet attending to horse.
JUNGLE Secret Brit. Army in Burma.. Supplies move up.. Natives cut down 
tree.. loud speaker fixed to tree. etc.
MILITARY BRITISH. Secret army in Burma..work radio..leaflets..supplies thro’ 
jungle & mules..tend wounded..paid w. rupees..supplies across river in small 
rubber boats..C.U. Brig. Charles Wingate on horse..vet. attends to horse..Wavell 
inspects before departure
NATIVES. Burmese natives assist secret Br: army in Burma jungle..given 
leaflets..famous Burman speaks to inhabitants thro’ mike..relayed thro’ loud 
speaker
RADIO. Br. Troops operate radio in Burma jungle..loudspeaker in 
trees..Burman speaks.
WAVELL, General. Inspects British secret army before its departure to Burma
WINGATE BRIG. CHARLES C.U. in Burma jungle
Military – Active
India, Chindes, Royal Airforce, RAF, decaying democracy, Brigadeer, soldier, 
war, Japanese

*

Localising American hip-hop was antithetical to the military’s trumpet that the 
glorious, traditional Burmese culture remain pure and supreme; it was local 
traditions that they understood, and could control, more easily. Rappers were 
told that parties weren’t “part of our [Burmese] culture”. Acid, Zeya Thaw’s 
group, was the first group to rise to nationwide stardom in 2000. Others 
quickly followed. Hip-hop became a platform of, for and about youth even 
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though talking about youth realities – sexy girls, drinking alcohol or poverty – 
remained difficult. The music industry did not take the young artists seriously, 
and viewed their computer-made beats with derision. As Saw Nyi Nyi, a 
famous early rapper, explained, “we are criticised as ‘tha yote pyat’”: 
rebellious, rude, outrageous and with tattoos unsuitable to be seen in public. 
Unsurprisingly, just releasing hip-hop at all was a hurdle. Censors rejected 
Acid’s ground-breaking album on first submission. They had to remove songs, 
rewrite lyrics and submit “a thousand times” before the work gained approval. 
And with its direct lyrics about life and even struggle, what came out was, by 
Burma’s standards, revolutionary.
*

Now comes the part of the daily round that most impresses us who are 
strangers; for all must go out and beg the day’s food. In a single file the yellow-
robed, barefooted figures walk slowly down the village street, the hands of 
each clasped round the begging bowl as it hangs in front of him. No word or 
look of thanks may be given as the devout heap in their gifts; for it is their 
belief that the giver has been favoured by this opportunity of doing a good 
work. Perhaps the bowls are filled before the round of the village is completed, 
but that does not matter, for the extra food can be given to the birds and dogs, 
who are equally needy of food.

*

There she is, Louisa at fifteen, stepping onto a makeshift stage at the center of 
Rangoon’s Aung San Stadium in 1956. Give yourself to them, she thinks. And 
immediately one hand goes to her hip, her head tilts upward, her awareness 
descends to her exposed thighs, to her too-muscular calves, now in plain view 
of the forty thousand spectators seated in the darkening stands. Give them 
what they need, her mother told her on the way to the stadium. And Louisa 
understands that her mother meant more than a view of her gold high-heeled 
sandals (on loan from a friend and pinching her toes), more than the curves 
accentuated by her white one-piece (copied from a photo of Elizabeth Taylor). 
Her mother meant something like a vision of hope. Yet what is Louisa’s 
appearance on this garish stage, during the final round of the Miss Burma 
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contest, but a picture of something dangerous? She is approximately naked, her 
gleaming suit approximately concealing what should be private. She is 
approximately innocent, pushing a hip to one side, close to plummeting into 
indignity.

*

A series born in the 1990s and featuring images of maps and continents, gives 
form to Aung Myint’s concerns. This World Series as the artist dubs it, ongoing 
and constantly developing in pictorial idiom, takes him beyond Burma’s 
physical and psychological borders out into the wide, exciting world. There 
Aung Myint finds much that is problematic: ecological meltdown, wars, hate, 
death and corruption. He paints rivers of red blood flowing down his images of 
continents, skulls and crosses pepper his canvases, and torn patches appear, 
symbolizing injury and void. Yet if these works are stories of doom, they are 
also human stories, the artist using paint to leap out into the world with zeal, 
prepared to tackle global issues as he leaves petty, artificial, controlled and 
controlling Burma behind. A warning as much as the artist’s personal catharsis, 
the World Series speaks to all.

*
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Bound together, the 10 Rohingya Muslim captives watched their Buddhist 
neighbors dig a shallow grave. Soon afterwards, on the morning of Sept. 2, all 
10 lay dead. At least two were hacked to death by Buddhist villagers. The rest 
were shot by Myanmar troops, two of the gravediggers said. “One grave for 10 
people,” said Soe Chay, 55, a retired soldier from Inn Din’s Rakhine Buddhist 
community who said he helped dig the pit and saw the killings. The soldiers 
shot each man two or three times, he said. “When they were being buried, 
some were still making noises. Others were already dead.” The killings in the 
coastal village of Inn Din marked another bloody episode in the ethnic violence 
sweeping northern Rakhine state, on Myanmar’s western fringe. Nearly 
690,000 Rohingya Muslims have fled their villages and crossed the border into 
Bangladesh since August. None of Inn Din’s 6,000 Rohingya remained in the 
village as of October. The Rohingya accuse the army of arson, rapes and 
killings aimed at rubbing them out of existence in this mainly Buddhist nation 
of 53 million. The United Nations has said the army may have committed 
genocide; the United States has called the action ethnic cleansing. Myanmar 
says its “clearance operation” is a legitimate response to attacks by Rohingya 
insurgents.

*

The Miss Globe Myanmar crown has been transferred – again. The moving of 
the crown from Ju San Tha to Hla Yin Kyay was the first switch-up of the 
problematic award. Now the crown has been moved to Aye Chan Myae. 
National director of Miss Globe International, Hla Nu Tun, oversaw the 
transfer. She said that after the first changing of the crown, Hla Yin Kyay was 
attacked and threatened on social media including Facebook, prompting her to 
transfer the crown yet again. “Hla Yin Kyay was not a competitor in Miss 
Globe Myanmar, and the haters bashed her when I gave her the crown,” Hla 
Nu Tun said. She decided to award the crown instead to Aye Chan Myae, who 
placed fourth in the final top five during the Miss Globe competition at 
Karaweik Palace Hotel on March 4. Some fans have accused the director of 
manipulating the competition and of taking back the crown because of a 
personal disagreement with Ju San Thar. Hla Nu Tun wrote on her Facebook 
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page that Ju San Thar contacted rival agencies, spoke rudely to her and would 
not sign a contract.
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MAYOTTE

Last month, Ousseni Souffiani’s life was turned upside down. He had lived in a 
hillside shantytown on the island of Mayotte, but a torrential downpour swept 
his flimsy home away, killing his wife and four of his children who were 
sheltering inside. Like many other Comorian immigrants on Mayotte, a speck 
of French territory in the Indian Ocean, Souffiani’s home was a banga – made 
of corrugated sheet metal. All that was left after the tragedy was an old foam 
mattress and a refrigerator, half-buried beneath the rubble. When IRIN met 
Souffiani several weeks later, he was carrying an empty pot covered in cloth. 
He and his only surviving child, a six-year-old son, were going to a friend’s to 
ask for food. “We’re starting over at zero,” he said.

*

Eight thousand kilometres from Paris, a disputed part of France provides an 
unlikely Indian Ocean setting for a crisis that turns Europe’s immigration 
issues upside down.  Mayotte, an overwhelmingly Muslim island midway 
between the northern coasts of Madagascar and Mozambique, has been in 
turmoil for a month. A general strike and blockades have paralysed daily life 
while threatening to degenerate into violence. Yet at the heart of the turbulence 
is the desire of Mayotte’s people to keep out other Muslims – specifically 
migrants from neighbouring islands of the Comoros. Alone in the archipelago 
in insisting on remaining French when Paris organised a referendum on 
independence in 1974, they have experienced mass immigration from the other 
Comoros islands where life, without the generous support Mayotte enjoys from 
mainland France, is significantly poorer. They feel victims of lawlessness and 
an unbearable strain on public services.

*
The larger island is in the shape of a sea-horse. Mayotte is not only the oldest of 
the Comorean islands geologically, but also has a basalt plateau which is the 
flattest and most weathered. Its highest point, at Choungui, is not much above 
600 metres. The coral reef which almost encircles Mayotte encloses a beautiful 
lagoon, and protects it from the ocean swell, particularly during the cyclones 
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which occur in this area. There are two passages through the coral which admit 
large ships. The inhabitants of Mayotte are proud to keep their island different 
from the other Comores. Some social, family and religious customs, and even 
the language, are peculiar to Mayotte. Mayotte has been referred to as the 
“tropical Berlin”. This is because, like Berlin, it has been separated from the 
surrounding territory. Whether it will ever become part of the republic remains 
to be seen. IT will be interesting to follow future developments.

*

Sula is a young man being cured for sorcery who has engaged in numerous 
sexual adventures. He doesn’t know the identity of the perpetrator of the 
sorcery against him beyond the fact that it was an outraged husband. He says 
he’s not angry with the man. But if he caught someone sleeping with his wife, 
he would beat him. He certainly wouldn’t commit suicide over the matter; one 
can always find another wife. Nor would he murder the interloper, since that 
would land him in jail. Nor would he perform sorcery, because sorcerers [both 
practitioners and their clients] earn dambi [sin] and will be punished by God. I 
ask whether this isn’t true for adulterers as well. Yes, he replies, but while the 
sin of adultery can be expiated by prayer at the mosque, the sin of sorcery 
cannot. It is fear of God, people say, that keeps them from practising sorcery. 
Not one will God punish you with the fires of hell, but after death sorcerers 
will walk around with spiny projections erupting from their backs, revealing to 
everyone their former occupation and the depths of their depravity.
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Mysterious rumblings detected off Mayotte, a French island situated between 
mainland Africa and Madagascar in the Mozambique Channel, have left 
scientists with a serious head-scratcher, as they’ve found themselves at a loss to 
explain a strange seismic event. Between May and November of this year, the 
island was struck by  a series of  low-grade earthquakes, with  the strongest 
clocking in at a magnitude of 5.8 on May 15, according to National Geographic. 
But that’s not the phenomenon that has scientists up  in arms.  Recently, 
on November 11, a rumble was churning up  off the northeast coast of  the 
island that ultimately shook up the entire planet. And no, this wasn’t the result 
of  an earthquake, as  none were detected at  the time. The French Geological 
Survey (BRGM), suggests that this is the start of volcanic activity that involves 
a magmatic movement taking place underneath the Indian Ocean miles away 
from the island. The theory might not be too far off, considering that Mayotte is 
itself the result of  volcanism. Another interesting find is that Mayotte has 
changed its location since  the middle of  July, moving approximately 60 mm 
to the east and 30 mm to the south, according to Science Alert, which cited GPS 
readings.

*
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Using recycled materials and a lot of ingenuity, Mohamed El Assad, a 21-year-
old from the French overseas department of Mayotte, built a marine drone that 
can be used to monitor sea turtles that gather on remote, hard-to-access beaches 
on his island in the Indian Ocean. El Assad has become somewhat of a local 
celebrity by posting his drone footage on Facebook. However, he hopes to 
expand his project by attracting interest from investors and entrepreneurs in 
mainland France. When sea turtles go onto the beaches in Mayotte, they are at 
risk from poachers, who sell their meat for a high price. In 2017, Sea Shepherd 
filmed sea turtles lying hunted on the sand in Mayotte.  In a press release 
published alongside the images, the members of the NGO, which fights to save 
marine eco-systems, also denounced the lack of monitoring on the island and 
said that they had been assaulted by poachers during the exhibition. When El 
Assad saw this Sea Shepherd video, he was already working on various 
scientific experiments and posting them on YouTube. The video gave him the 
idea to build a marine drone that would help monitor remote beaches that are 
popular turtle nesting sites.

*

David Renaud examines boundaries from a non-artistic perspective and their 
functional application in scientific disciplines such as geography or strategic 
areas like military camouflage. He especially challenges cartographic rules to 
show the way in which  this language underpins the political intentions of their 
commissioner and contains the conditions of the conflict and history of 
domination. His works are presented as images or assemblies of territories, 
whose landmarks have been moved to serve as titles. Rendered autonomous 
from their geographic reference points, they become pure mental and 
conceptual projections, a means to reshape and redefine a place. If the IGN 
maps present apparently abstract images, the topographic surveys serve as the 
raw material of sculpture-cum-models styled out of carpet or wood, whose 
recesses are reminiscent of natural ziggurats, improbable and poetic and also 
vaguely scientific. He applies this procedure to Mayotte Island in an 
installation that also features a fence covered in patterns inspired by 
camouflage, less concerned with concealment than producing a mental and 
generic image of the landscape. Placed on a rotating base, a map of the island 
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enhanced with paint emerges intermittently from the fence like a fragmentary 
and cyclic version of the world. 

*

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E4XBOPMBpXo

The story of Djirbil and Faida is like a fairy tale and is just as amazing as their 
music. Djibril was born in the suburbs of Paris back in 1986 and started making 
music by playing guitar, bass and drums in punk rock bands in the north of 
France and Belgium, while later he landed from punk to reggae/dub/jungle 
through some friends who were operating a sound system. The other half of 
the band, Faida AKA Sister Raphaelle, was born 1986 in Mamoudzou, 
Comoros, between Madagascar and Mozambique. She started singing from 
childhood, influenced by the soul of the African music. 1996 she arrives to 
France to live in the suburbs of Paris. The two got closer together during one of 
their gigs as members of the Acoustic Groove Orchestra and their love story 
has led into marriage. Their new life was accompanied by the creation of a new 
band, 2 years ago. Since then they are composing and recording their own 
music in their own home studio under the name of Zion Dirty Sound. Their 
music is an amalgamation of different styles and is the result of the different 
cultures they both represent. The African/Comodian roots blend with the 
European/French music, all fused nicely with arab/indian/latino culture, 
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influenced by their social life and their travels around the world. Add a touch 
of dub and you got magic coming through your ears!

*

These days Patrick, the nursing auxiliary, is the only one who still talks to me 
Sometimes when I see him with his flowery shirt, his belly like a globule of oil, 
when I notice his roving eye lighting upon the young black women, I try to 
picture the Patrick who came to Mayotte fifteen years ago with a wife and 
children. back then did he smell of cigarettes, sweat and eau de cologne as he 
does now, had he already closed his heart and mind, did he dream of spending 
his Friday evenings at Ninga disco, enthroned like a nabob, surrounded by 
those young women from the Comoros Islands and Madagascar who perfume 
their vaginas with deodorant? Had he tried to resist at least or, once he’d 
understood the power a white man has here, did he just go with the flow? But I 
don’t judge him, this country crushes us, this country turns us all into beings 
who do wrong, this country clamps its pincers around us and we can no 
longer get away.

*
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Dzaoudzi is a pretty little place with its bougainvillea bushes and palm trees. 
The entire coraline plug is barely a quarter of a mile in diameter and is infested 
with giant fruit bats, legionnaires and bureaucrats. Of these the bats are by far 
the most pleasant: squabbling in the mango trees by day and defecating from 
great heights during the night. The leathery slap of their wings and piercing 
squeaks are never out of earshot as they show little fear of humans – 
surprising, as the humans often spit-roast them as kebabs and serve them on 
the quayside  along with deep-fried green bananas. This is the only way to eat 
out cheaply on Dzaoudzi, indeed on the whole of Mayotte because the three 
islands are addicted to a prodigal Parisian lifestyle based on a 98 per cent 
French subsidy. On the ferry from Dzaoudzi to Mamoudzou, the main town on 
Gran Terre, this was soon apparent: snappy black dudes with bleached blond 
cropped haircuts driving black Italian scooters; girls with long braided hair in 
clothes made of lycra and velcro clutching boutique bags; then the French men 
in tight white shorts, plastic sandals and Raybans.

*

Founded in 1993 by Danish artists Jakob Fenger, Bjørnstjerne Christiansen, and 
Rasmus Nielsen, the collective SUPERFLEX challenges the role of the artist in 
contemporary society and explores the nature of globalization and systems of 
power through a diverse and complex practice. SUPERFLEX describe their 
works as “tools,” suggesting multiple areas of application and use. At CAM, 
the SUPERFLEX film installation European Union Mayotte  reflects upon 
migration, the dream of another life, and the front border of the European 
Union. Mayotte, an island in the Indian Ocean north of Madagascar, is part of 
the Union of Comoros, one of the four Comoros Islands that were once part of a 
French Colony. Mayotte has maintained close cultural and political ties to 
France, and in 2014 was acknowledged as part of the EU, making it the Union’s 
outermost region. The installation consists of two projections, one pictures a 
scene of a single boat in the ocean, sometimes with passengers visible, the other 
follows the production of a small fiberglass fishing boat on Anjouan, an island 
situated only 70 kilometers from Mayotte. In these small boats, people from 
Anjouan and the surrounding islands of the Comoros risk dangerous and 
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illegal journeys in the hope of reaching Mayotte—in effect, the EU—journeys 
that have caused death by drowning for thousands of people.

*

The Mahorais, as the people of Mayotte are called, are known as ‘the spoilt 
children of the French Republic’ by the other Comorians. It’s easy to see why – 
once you arrive, as it quickly becomes evident that the Mahorais are 
considerably less friendly than the inhabitants of the other three Comoros. The 
French hoteliers and restaurateurs who serve the island’s community of French 
expatriates are for the most part snooty in the extreme and do little to make 
non-French visitors feel at all welcome. In addition to the rather sour 
atmosphere of the island, Mayotte is also a VERY expensive place – the well-
paid French bureaucrats ensure that the prices charged for meals and private 
transport are the same, or more, than in Europe, and bargaining is all but 
impossible. If you’re an underwater enthusiast you might still want to visit 
Mayotte for its fantastic diving, sailing and snorkelling opportunities; but other 
travellers would be advised to give it a miss.

*

The potential rewards for the first images of a live coelacanth were so great that 
photographers went to dramatic lengths to obtain them. In 1953, an Italian 
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sociological expedition led by Franco Prosperi claimed to have photographed a 
live coelacanth off Mayotte. In his book, Vanished Continent, Prosperi tells of 
how he leaned over the side of the dinghy and peered into the shallow water. 
“For some minutes a strange fish had been occupying my attention. It was 
resting on a madreporic [hard coral] rock about forty feet below the surface. As 
i say, it was not swimming, but was lying on the corals, too lazy even to move a 
fin.. I carefully studied its squad body, its elevated trunk, and its uniformly 
dark colouring.” He recognised it by its strange fins to be a coelacanth, and 
with his “heart pounding”, dived into the water and swam towards the 
putative coelacanth. He took a picture, but sadly for him, “The sudden click 
and the subsequent whirring of the mechanism galvanised the fish into life. 
Turning with a speed incredible in such a ponderous creature, it headed 
rapidly for the sea bottom.” The single photograph of the coelacanth was 
printed in Vanished Continent, with extravagant claims of it having been the 
first “living” picture. Scientific fraud antennae immediately started to twitch. 
The picture is unclear, and there are various other indications that the 
encounter was a fake. For a start, another coelacanth has never been seen off 
Mayotte, or in such shallow water; a live coelacanth is not of a uniformly dark 
color, but covered in white splotches; and it has never been observed resting on 
or even touching the surface of the coral. Most coelacanth experts believe the 
picture was somehow falsified.

*

*
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Hugo reluctantly follows his parents following their transfer to Mayotte. On 
the island, the contrast is striking. With slums, heat and being white and rich 
when the majority is black and poor, Hugo struggles to adapt. But he slowly 
acclimatises, thanks to Zaïnaba, a local girl with whom he falls in love.

*
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DAGESTAN

The most serious attempt by nationalists to unite against Russian rule and the 
anarchy of the Red-White civil war came in May 1918, with the creation of the 
Republic of the North Caucasus Mountains. The new entity, really a successor 
of the United Highlanders, again claimed control over most of the eastern part 
of the North Caucasus. On May 11 it declared independence, signed a 
friendship treaty with Turkey, and was promised support by Britain and the 
other European powers backing the tsarist armies in their struggle against the 
Bolsheviks. In the minds of the Mountain Republic’s leaders, the North 
Caucasus had never been closer to winning freedom. The foreign minister, 
Haidar Bammate, wrote later from exile that the declaration of independence 
‘was the logical consequence of and gave official sanction to the historical 
process which began with the century-long fight for independence against the 
Russian Empire – a period of cruel servitude punctuated by revolts, 
insurrections, the exile to Siberia of entire villages.’ There were even plans to 
create a confederation of the whole Caucasus, uniting the North and the three 
southern Transcaucasus states – Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia – which 
declared independence just after the Mountain Republic.

*

Twelve hours before Khabib Nurmagomedov choked out Conor McGregor to 
retain his U.F.C. lightweight title in Las Vegas, children nearly 7,000 miles away 
were beating a punching bag that hung under a sign that read “Knock the 
chicken’s teeth out!” The bag, attached to a lifelike model of an octagon cage 
inhabited by likenesses of Nurmagomedov and McGregor, was part of the pre-
fight festivities in Makhachkala, the capital of Dagestan. There’s no question 
who the “chicken” was in this scenario. Nurmagomedov is Dagestani, and the 
crowd was here to watch their hometown hero fight McGregor, the brash 
former champ from Ireland who had engaged in a lengthy campaign of verbal 
and physical aggression toward his opponent leading up to this fight. 
Nurmagomedov’s father and coach, Abdulmanap, was unable to attend the 
fight when his visa to enter the United States was denied. So he helped 
organize a collective viewing of the fight for about 800 fans, government 
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officials and Dagestani athletes here at a theater in the city’s center. Around 
midnight local time, eight hours before the fight, the theater was full. 
Hundreds more fans blocked traffic outside and danced to music while the 
police tried to keep order. Some rode horses and one even clutched an eagle — 
a symbol of Dagestan, and Nurmagomedov’s nickname. The air filled with the 
smell of burned rubber from the tires of cars squealing on the streets nearby. 
“Everyone will forgive them today,” one officer said. “Especially if Khabib 
wins.”

*

*

Before she turned herself into a bomb, Aminat Saprykina was a professional 
actress and dancer in Dagestan. At the peak of her theatrical career, she 
performed the lead role of a charming witch, Olesya, in Alexander Kuprin’s 
Forest Witches. Fellow actors remember her as a joyful girl and a graceful 
break-dancer. A video from that period of her life features the future mass 
murderer dressed in a sexy black skirt, swirling in a dance. But after her 
conversion to Islam, Saprykina took another name: Kurbanova. And it was 
with this name that she became at least the 42nd female suicide bomber in the 
last decade in Russia, according to Caucasian Knot, an online news source that 
has been tracking the disturbing trend. Last week, the 30-year-old ethnic 
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Russian took a taxi to the home village of Dagestan’s most influential Sufi 
Muslim leader, Sheikh Afandi, and entered his house, which was full of 
kneeling believers. She then blew herself up, killing the Sheikh and at least 
seven of his followers. The gruesome attack raised the number of casualties of 
terrorist attacks in Dagestan in the first half of the year to 193, with nearly 200 
more wounded, the Caucasian Knot reports.

*

The Avar People of Dagestan are the largest linguistic group of Dagestan, and 
historically the most powerful. Imam Shamil, arguably the most famous 
Dagestani in history, was Avar. Imam Shamil was a powerful Muslim religious 
leader in the 1st half of the 19th Century, who led the political and military 
resistance to the Russian conquerors from 1834-1859. Avars call themselves 
Ma’arulal (by translation—”free mountaineers, who inhabit the highest 
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lands”). The Ma’arulal speak their own distinct Avar language, based on the 
Khunzakh Avar dialect for literary written Avar. Primary Avar is spoken in 
more than 200 Avar towns and villages. In addition, in the highest mountains 
of southern Dagestan, five additional languages in the Avar family—Batlukh, 
Gid, Andalal, Qarakh, Antsukh—are spoken in more than 150 additional 
villages. All of these peoples then utilize Russian as a 2nd language. Both Avar 
and Russian are taught in the local schools. Large numbers of Avar mountain 
peoples have down-migrated to cities and towns in the Dagestani lowlands, 
primarily for economic reasons. All 34 people groups of Dagestan are 
represented in the melting-pot capital of Dagestan—Makhachkala, 700,000 in 
total population—but the largest single ethnic representation in Makhachkala 
would be Avar. 

*

“This mountain,” says Mas’udi, “has valleys, gorges.. and defiles in which live 
tribes not knowing one another, in view of the arduous nature of the mountains 
rising to the sky, their inaccessibility, their abundance in woods and thickets, 
their torrents rushing in cascades from above and the enormous rocks and 
boulders.” So far as the physical features of the country are concerned this 
description, written in the 10th century, applies equally today, and while it can 
no longer be said that the tribes of Daghestan live in total isolation “not 
knowing one another”, it is a fact that there are still over thirty languages and 
dialects spoken in these mountains, and that inhabitants of one valley are often 
unable to communicate with those living in the next. Of all the tribes 
themselves, the Avars and the Lezghians may be singled out at being probably 
the most important, but there are countless others; while in the coastal districts 
there is a fairly large admixture of Turks. Ethnically, in fact, there can be few 
places in the world of comparable size offering as rich – one might almost say 
as bewildering – a variety as Daghestan.

*

Rasul Gamzatov is not only the “People’s Poet of Dagestan”, he is the poet of 
the people who love poetry, nature, home, language, and beauty. In his prolific 
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writings, Gamzatov showed that if we know the place where we come from 
intimately, we will have enough stories to tell for the rest of our lives.From the 
remote villages and treacherous mountains of Dagestan, Gamzatov wrote 
poems and stories whose words are like loaves of bread to feed the hungry. His 
rhythms like raindrops falling on the endless deserts of the deprived souls. His 
depth and clarity like clear spring waters from the melting snows of the 
mountaintops of Dagestan. Some of his poems turn me into a bleeding red rose, 
a singing wind on a long lonely night, a thunder loudly objecting every form of 
oppression on this planet. Others silence my vocal cords and sets free a 
stubborn tear hanging on the corner of my eye. With his stories, I turn into a 
bird, into a short-lived wild flower on the side of a mountain rock, into a shiny 
distant star on a silent and cold winter night.  Is it a coincidence that Gamzatov 
died in 2003, the same year Iraq, the land of poetry and beauty, was occupied 
and turned into rubble and ashes?

*

*

A narrow stone terrace on the brink of an abyss.Yellow rocks, dry, weather-
beaten, no trees. Stones, immense, roughly put together to form coarse 
walls.Close together, square and simple, the huts hang down from the rocks of 
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the abyss. The courtyard of one hut is the flat roof of the one below. Deep down 
the mountain stream is rushing, the rocks gleaming in the clear air. A narrow 
serpentine path winds through the stones and is lost from sight down below. 
There is an aoul – a mountain village in Daghestan. Inside the dark hut the 
floor is covered with thick mats. Outside two poles carry the narrow roof. An 
eagle hangs in the immense expanse of the sky, his wings spread out, 
motionless, as if made from stone. I am lying on the little roof, the amber 
mouthpiece of my nargileh between my lips, sucking the cool smoke into my 
lungs. My temples become cool, the blue smoke vanishes, carried away by the 
soft wind. A charitable hand has mixed Hashish grains into my tobacco. I look 
into the abyss and see faces, circling in the swimming fog.

*

The only way to go on my own – or, by that time, just to go, as I had nothing 
more to offer my previous Soviet sponsors, was through the Daghestan Filial of 
the USSR Academy of Sciences, for which I needed a recommending letter from 
the British Academy. But I had no official British academic affiliation. I heard 
about the Oxford Food Symposium at St Antony’s College. The theme that June 
was Staple Foods, so I offered a talk on little known aspects of North-East 
Caucasian mountain ram and other dishes. This was my first venture into bas-
cuisine, where the symbolic meaning of food was more important than its taste. 
This came over vividly from the photographs I took while eating, and drinking. 
By November, the letters were sent, outlining my proposed itinerary to forty 
villages. The buildings of the USSR Academy of Sciences stretched along two 
kilometres. At House Number 7, the Foreign Relations Department, they 
smiled and said that I was the first person who had ever asked to go to 
Daghestan.

*
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*

Beauty Salon, Makhachkala:

A incident in a beauty salon offers insights into the state of gender relations in 
Dagestan. Five manicurists and five clients sit at little tables, laid out in a row. 
The air smells of nail varnish. 
“What colour are we going for then?” a manicurist asks one of the women, 
looking at her hands. “A claret red?” 
“My husband forbids me from painting my nails such vulgar colours,” the 
woman replies. “If my dad saw me with ‘hooker nails’ he would kill me.” She 
phones her husband. “Can I paint my nails beige? [pause] That’s not vulgar, it’s 
skin coloured. [pause] There is also the French manicure. Great, let’s go for 
that.” She puts down the phone and looks up: “My husband says that French is 
OK.”
Anokhina asks: “Tell me, was that just an expression or did you mean it. Might 
he really kill you?”
The woman thinks for a while. “Well, yes, he might kill me,” she replies. In 
other places she might be joking, but in Dagestan there’s little doubt that she’s 
deadly serious.

*
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Tolstoy had travelled to the Caucasus as a young soldier. Stories of conflicts 
and convergences between Russians and Caucasian mountain men bookend 
his career, in the novellas Cossacks (1863) and Hadji Murat (1904). Tolstoy was 
following in the footsteps of poets Alexander Pushkin and Mikhail Lermontov, 
who brought the region into the heart of Russian literature in classic works like 
Prisoner of the Caucasus (1821) and Hero of Our Time (1841). The peaks and 
ravines of the Caucasus became not just a homemade Switzerland in which 
newborn Russian Romanticism could soar, but also a testing ground for 
Russian identity, a place where the idea of being Russian could be formed and 
articulated. In part, this identity was formed in opposition to the orientalised 
and romanticised notion of the men of the mountains. But, as Tolstoy hints in 
both Cossacks and Hadji Murat, there is no thick black line dividing Russian 
culture from the Caucasus — the two are in endless dialogue, each informing 
the other.

*

*
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The wind lifts the nets drying on the beach. A caviar poacher’s rowing boat has 
been pulled up on the hot sand. Muscles gleam on a fisherman’s bare 
shoulders, and his pale, watchful eyes reflect the dance of the tides. Umar the 
smuggler has brought me to this quiet place in southern Russia to show me the 
underworld trade between men like him and the fishermen bringing in their 
illegal catch: basins of gleaming black fish eggs, straight from the slashed belly 
of the sturgeon 90% of the world’s surviving sturgeon live in the Caspian Sea 
site of a fierce battle between fish and illegal fishermen that is slowly leading to 
the fish’s extinction. Since the Soviet Union collapsed, opening the way to 
murderous consumerism, the official sturgeon catch in the part of the Caspian 
once controlled by Moscow has shrunk from over 15,000 tonnes in 1990 to just 
650 tonnes in 2001. Poachers (with guns, illegal trawling nets and computers to 
track the fish) are believed to grab thousands of invisible tonnes more. “The 
truth is everyone’s at it: everyone in my town, everyone in every village up and 
down the coast,” Umar says light-heartedly. “Look at the statistics: 90% of 
caviar in the world comes from the Caspian, and 90% of Caspian caviar is 
poached. The conclusion: we’re all criminals. Nowadays, what else is there to 
make money out of except the shadow economy?”

*

The mountain ram symbolizes independence and virility. The role which it 
plays in the cuisine of Dagestan was described by Chenciner and Salmonov 
(1988) in a paper delivered at Oxford University which bore the memorable 
title of ‘Little Known Aspects of North East Caucasian Mountain Ram and 
Other Dishes.’ This recorded the culinary aspects of a journey through 
Dagestan and Chechnya. In a passage which vividly illustrates the continuity 
of foodways in the region, he describes eating Khingali (large diamond-shaped 
pasta) boiled in ram’s brother and served with pure garlic juice and pure 
walnut juice, to be eaten with large chunks of boiled ran on the bone. He 
explains that a 10th century Arabic text describes similar noodles, also served 
with garlic and walnut flavourings, boiled meat (probably onager, horsemeat) 
and broth. Still on the topic of sheep, Chenciner observes that both main types 
of sheep are eaten: the plains sheep with fat tails, and the mountain sheep 
without. He quotes from Thomas Love Peacock (1823):
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The mountain sheep are sweeter,
But the valley sheep are fatter
We therefore deemed it meeter
To carry off the latter.

*

The head of the State Duma’s ethnic affairs committee has denounced a “Miss 
Russia” beauty pageant contestant from the predominantly Muslim region of 
Dagestan for posing for photographs in a bathing suit, and suggested she 
should stop disclosing her Dagestan origin, media reports said Wednesday. But 
21-year-old contestant Albina Ildarova, the daughter of two kickboxing 
athletes, came right back with a sharp retort.  “If they want to get to me, let 
them sort things out in their republic first,” she said in a video interview with 
tabloid-style LifeNews television. Dagestan has seen a surge in Islamic 
extremism over the past decade, and has been the sight of frequent deadly 
clashes between extremist insurgents and law enforcement forces. Amid the 
rise of the ultraconservative Salafi Muslim militants, Dagestan also has its share 
of not-so-conservative nightclubs. “I think people in Dagestan know what is 
going on there at night, at clubs, how girls dress,” Ildarova told LifeNews. The 
young woman became the subject of criticism over her photo on the “Miss 
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Russia” pageant website in a two-piece gray swimsuit — the same attire worn 
by other contenders in pageant photos.
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BURKINA FASO

In class six we had to do scrapbook projects. Miss Clancy told us to pick any 
country in the world, and find out as much as we could about it. Miss Clancy 
said we should use the books in the library area and find out ten things about 
our chosen country, and write them down. Fat Gavin said it wasn’t fair that 
Julie from the Chinese takeaway was choosing China, and if she was choosing 
China, he was choosing England. He wrote down ten things about England 
and took it up to Miss Clancy. He stood in front of the class and looked hard at 
Julie hoping she might cry because she hadn’t finished first for the only time 
ever. Fat Gavin’s ten things about England were: 1. The capital is called 
London. 2. There is a place called Leeds. 3. There is a place called Manchester. 
4. There is a place called Birmingham. 5. They eat fish and chips. 6. It is cold. 7. 
The Prime Minister is Maggie Thatcher. 9. It is next to Scotland. 10. It is where I 
live. Miss Clancy screwed up her face like she wasn’t happy. Then she turned 
to Fat Gavin and said, ‘are you satisfied with that?’ Fat Gavin said, ‘yes’ in a 
voice you could hardly hear. Miss Clancy said, ‘I might have known someone 
would pick England. you can’t even think of ten interesting facts about your 
own country, for goodness’ sake, and you’ve even missed out number eight, I 
ask you.’ Miss Clancy shook her head and screwed up Fat Gavin’s piece of 
paper and threw it in the bin. She said, ‘Can anyone suggest a more interesting 
country for Gavin to find ten facts about?’ Julie said, ‘Upper Volta’, and shot a 
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secret smile at Fat Gavin while she said it. When Fat Gavin got back to his seat 
he scribbled ‘Julie is a Chink’ on a bit of paper and passed it round. Fat Gavin’s 
ten facts about Upper Volta were: 1. The capital of Upper Volta is Ougadougou. 
2. The flag of Upper Volta is black, white and red stripes. 3. There is a river 
called the River Volta. 4. It is in Africa. 5. It is landlocked. 6. It is poor and hot. 
7. It is not in the World Cup. 8. It is the colour pink on the globe. 9.  The old 
colonial territory of Upper Volta was created for administrative reason by 
France in 1919 out of the colony of Haut-Senegal et Niger. It was abolished in 
1932 and absorbed into neighbouring territories, but in 1947 it was 
reconstituted into a single unit. It became independent in 1960. 10. They are 
blacks. Miss Clancy said if anything Fat Gavin had committed a worse crime 
second time round. She said not only had he made no attempt to disguise his 
copying, but he was also guilty of pandering to racial stereotypes. Then she 
found the piece of paper he’d passed around, and she said he was even more 
guilty than she’d previously thought.

*

Staple foods include sorghum, millet, rice, maize, peanuts, potatoes, beans, 
yams and okra. Meat is a luxury in the villages, but eggs and fish – from the 
local rivers and reservoirs – are an important source of protein. Salad 
vegetables and strawberries grown in market gardens are commonly available 
in the towns. Sauces are a mainstay of Burkinabe diet – for example niz gras is 
rice mixed with vegetable sauce, meat, and oil and sauce gombo is a sticky okra-
based stew. Sauces are usually served with to (a stiff white porridge made of 
millet, sorghum or maize flour) or rice and eaten with the right hand. In Bissa 
to is known as wu, and in Moore it is called sagabo. Specialities include 
brochettes (meat cooked on a skewer) and chicken dishes. In rural areas bush 
rat is considered a delicacy. Nere seeds are used to flavour the sauces that 
accompany every meal of to or rice. Nere trees are never cleared from farming 
land because their black seeds are a vital part of every meal. The seeds are 
fermented and shaped into balls, called soumbala or Maggi Africain (African 
stock-cubes). When a landowner leases a plot of land to another farmer, the 
right of the tree crops go to the tenant. But if there are mere trees on the land 
the owner will always keep the rights to the crop.
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*

*

The audience were taking no chances: as the sky brightened over the city in the 
morning, they lined up outside Ciné Burkina in scarves and horn-rimmed 
glasses, keen to be the first to catch Frontières. The film is the poignant tale of 
the multiple dangers faced by four African women trying to get across west 
Africa to Lagos by bus – including rape, extortion, hijacking and road accidents 
– and their developing friendship along the way. Most of those attending had 
crossed borders themselves to be there, albeit less hazardous ones than the 
Frontières characters, so it was a fitting start for the 25th edition of the pan-
African festival of cinema and television (Fespaco) in Ouagadougou, Burkina 
Faso, the biggest and most popular African film event in the world. Hosted by 
a city that last year suffered a horrific terrorist attack by extremists, and a 
country that has just emerged from decades of repressive rule, the legendary 
festival was celebratory for reasons that went beyond African film and 
sometimes delved into the political. “This is the city of creativity, the city of 
culture, and the capital of African film,” said Armand Béouindé, mayor of 
Ouagadougou. Roch Marc Kaboré, the president of Burkina Faso, said Fespaco 
had become “the best vehicle for culture in our continent”, adding: “It has 
become one of the biggest places for sharing and discovery of African culture, 
through cinema.”
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*

Florent Mazzoleni had been researching popular West African music and the 
history of artists from Burkina Faso when he grew entranced by the album 
covers shot by Sory Sanlé. Though the country was poor, its cultural scene was 
vibrant, especially as seen by Mr. Sanlé, a 74-year-old local photographer. 
Intrigued, Mr. Mazzoleni set out to find him. “When I met Sory outside his 
studio, he was burning some negatives from his archives because he said 
people didn’t care about the old stuff,” said Mr. Mazzoleni, a French author 
and record producer. “I spent all night looking at his photos and negatives with 
a flashlight. He has tens of thousands of photos from the ’60s, ’70s and ’80s. He 
gave me a box of negatives that I could print. That’s how our relationship 
began.”Since that meeting, Mr. Mazzoleni has spent much time with Mr. Sanlé, 
helping the photographer preserve his work. He created a website for him and 
hopes to gain more exposure for Mr. Sanlé’s contributions to the photographic 
canon. After his first exhibition curated by Mr. Mazzoleni in 2013 at the Institut 
Français du Burkina Faso, both in Ouagadougou and Bobo-Dioulasso, Mr. 
Sanlé was interviewed on national television and became a local hero.
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*

The Upper Volta, slightly larger than the State of Colorado, covers an area of 
105,900 square miles in the heart of West Africa – 500 miles from the Gulf of 
Guinea at Abidjan, more than 1,000 miles from the Atlantic Ocean at Dakar, 
2,400 miles from Paris as the crow flies. Its neighbors to the south are the 
Republic of the Ivory Coast, Togo and Dahomey; to the east, the Republic of 
Niger; to the north and west, the Republic of Mali. This inland republic is a 
land of intriguing contrasts – between the picturesque charm of wooden hills 
and the harsh lineaments of the desert; between park-like savanna where cattle 
graze and the fertility of lowland rice paddies; between the parched, brown 
dessication of late May when the whole land waits for rain, and the steaming 
dampness of summer and fall when a trickle of river swells to become a chain 
of lakes. Here the tourist may travel on well-paved highways to visit game 
reserves where elephant and hippopotamus and antelope are seen in their 
primitive setting. Here airplanes crisscross the skies over semi-nomadic 
shepherds guarding their herds as they have done for thousands of years. Here 
modern office buildings in the cities contrast with the remains of ancient 
terraced fortifications out in the bush. Feudal emperor and French 
administrator, herdsman and hunter, craftsman and farmer, engineer and 
veterinarian, railroad builder and bush pilot, all have left their mark on this 
rapidly changing land.

*

Niennega, the teenage daughter of the king of Gambaga (in what is now 
Ghana), rebelled against her father and, disguised as a man, escaped from his 
kingdom on a horse, taking with her a group of courtiers. When she reached 
what is currently Yanga, she stopped by a house that belonged to an elephant 
hunter named Ryalle. The latter had little choice but to welcome this imposing 
group of foreigners and pledge allegiance to Niennega, whom he duly mistook 
for a man. One day, though, she confided to Ryalle that she was a woman, gave 
herself to him, and eventually married him. They had a son whom they named 
Ouefraogo – the Stallion – in honour of the horse that had brought her there. 
When Ouedraogo turned fifteen, he went north and founded the village of 
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Tenkodogo, which quickly grew. He married a woman named Pouirketa, with 
whom he had several children. When his sons became adults, he made them 
chiefs in neighboring regions that had brought under his influence. The local 
Ninissi, who were at war with neighboring peoples, offered one of their 
daughters (named Pougtoenga, “because she had a beard”) to Ouedraogo, who 
gave her to his son Zoungrana as a wife. In exchange the Ninissi requested that 
Ouedraogo and Zoungrana take their country under protection.  After 
Ouedraogo’s death, Zoungrana offered the Ninissi a leader among his children; 
the Ninissi chose Oubry, the son of Pougtoenga, a woman of their own race. 
When Oubry came of age, he accordingly took over the region of his mother’s 
birth, and eventually conquered the region of Ouagadougou and Koudougou. 
He took the title of mogho naba, “king of the world”, around 1495 and thereby 
founded the Mossi dynasty of Ouagadougou.

*
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In front of one of the large compounds, young women stand in a circle around 
two men playing the drums. A sixteen-year-old woman is dancing in their 
midst. Initially quite shy, she slowly begins to swap her hips and loosen up, 
turning towards the musicians and entering into a dialogue with them by 
letting her body follow the rhythm of the drums. She accelerates in step with 
them, energetically kicking up dust with her bare feet, throwing her arms out 
powerfully and in a precise manner; she moves faster and faster, bending over, 
placing her arms on her thighs, provocatively presenting her buttocks to the 
audience and bouncing them at astonishing speed. The young women cheer 
her by calling out and clapping , and the atmosphere is charged. She lunges 
and is suddenly out of breath, throwing herself back into the audience whilst 
laughing. The drumbeat slows and the next woman moves to the middle. Girls 
and young women replace each other in quick succession, some moving shyly 
and giggling in embarrassment, others full of confidence and proudly showing 
off their prowess. Dawn by the mistakably audible djembe rhythms, loud 
laughter and whistling, more young women join the circle – the djembe dance 
is their dance: powerful, erotic, titillating and magnetic. It is taboo for married 
women, who are consigned to dancing the more moderate and melodious 
balafon dance. Young men loiter at a respectful distance and follow these 
performances and the wordless courting of these young women.

*

An indifferent sun cast its sleepy eye upon the waking city. The horizon 
glowed with purple light. Day was born anew in a jarring world of merchants, 
butchers, priests, bakers, muezzins, and laborers. The bulky frames of the 
sparse buildings gradually emerged from the morning mist that engulfed the 
city. A new day dawned: another reprieve for millions of the world’s afflicted. 
Another reprieve for millions of Africa’s unemployed and wretches. For these, 
the morning would bring yet more troubles, further miseries to add to their 
years and days of bitter toil. A reprieve for Africa’s teaming masses, as well as 
her more obscure wretches, those forgotten souls who languish in the filthy 
holes of our Founding Presidents and Clairvoyant Guides. Another day began: 
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another day of incredible good luck for thousands of people for whom life has 
refused nothing, for Africa’s wealthy and educated, for those who believe it is 
perfectly normal to exploit their brothers and sisters, to treat their fellows like 
beasts of burden. Another day for Africa’s moral cripples. Another day began 
in a world of intolerable paradox, a world where the gods are summoned forth 
by demons, where spirit is measured strictly for its cash value. A world of 
incomprehensible duality in which good and evil go hand-in-hand, where 
heaven and hell exist in close proximity. A world where starving skeletons 
jostle alongside the grossly obese.

*

Prophet, martyr, model: Thomas Sankara, the “African Che Guevara” betrayed 
and assassinated just four years into his rule, is little by little coming back into 
favour among a young generation of urban contemporary artists operating on 
the margins of both the social order and the art market. These artists have been 
consulting archives, reading books about the Sankarist Revolution, listening to 
the fallen leader’s speeches. They are opening the road to neo-socialism for 
Burkina Faso: Révolution 2.0, in the new context of the “African Renaissance” 
proclaimed by politicians in Senegal, among others. In different ways they use 
the figure of Sankara in their art to catalyse their hopes for a better future, one 
of political and societal change. In 2013, musicians and activists Smockey and 
Sam’sK Le Jah created the Balai Citoyen (Citizen’s Broom), an unofficial 
association of artists, musicians and young intellectuals dedicated to 
“sweeping away” the corrupt Compaoré regime. Balai Citoyen draws from 
contemporary African contentious politics —  its founders were inspired by 
Y’en a Marre (Fed Up), a protest movement in Senegal that similarly grew out 
of the local rap scene — while maintaining a specifically Burkinabe, Sankarist 
edge. Sam’sK Le Jah, for instance, received his political education as a child in 
the Pioneers of the Revolution, Sankara’s youth wing.

*
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We salute the resistance of the people of Burkina Faso, particularly the 
progressive forces and those engaged youth of Burkina, who shouted ‘Sankara 
lives’, while overthrowing the regime of Campaore. We honour the martyrs. 
Thomas Sankara knew the risks he ran, for he respected and was conscious of 
the long line of martyrs stretching back to the dawn of African decolonisation: 
Ben Barka, Mondlane, Moumie, Um Nyobe, Rwagasore, Lumumba, Olympio 
and Samuel Machel, to name just a few. Although the list was already long, it 
continued to grow after the assassination of Sankara: Dulcie September, Chris 
Hani and others. It is said that behind every great man is a great woman. In the 
case of Thomas Sankara, that woman is Mariam Serme. The courage and 
resistance of this woman in the face of adversity is an example of resilience for 
all of Africa. As a First lady, she was humble and undertook her professional 
obligations as a woman of the people. She remains convinced that social 
progress cannot occur without a radical change in the status of women. On the 
death of her husband and friend in the company of his comrades, she proved a 
model of dignified resistance.
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*

[Tilai is] something of a modern, West African version of a Greek tragedy, made 
in villages in Burkina Faso but set in an indeterminate, mythic past that offers 
some of the trappings of the modern world (notably, a rifle) but not others 
(such as electricity and automobiles) while also hinting at a clash in mores 
provoked by the impingement of modernity. Saga (Rasmané Ouédraogo), a 
youngish man whose youth seems behind him, returns to his village after an 
unexplained two-year absence and is greeted by his brother, Kougri (Assane 
Ouedraogo), who informs him that, while he was away, Nogma (Ina Cissé), the 
woman who was going to marry Saga, has in fact married their elderly father, 
Nomenaba (Seydou Ouédraogo). In short, Saga’s former fiancée has become 
the brothers’ mother. The notion of maternity is, here, a legal one. Mossi society, 
as depicted, is polygamous. Nomenaba is also married to the two brothers’ 
biological mother, Koudpoko (Mariam Ouedraogo), who sees the situation 
clearly, and whose very inaction is an eloquently determined action: she tells 
Kougri that Saga is once again leaving home, unbeknownst to their father. 
Kougri is caught in the middle—his loyalty to his brother and piety toward his 
father are in conflict. The conflict is exacerbated all the more keenly when 
Nogma defies the law and slips off (claiming to see an aunt in another village) 
to stay overnight with Saga in his hut (and, the movie makes clear, have sex 
with him). In effect, they haven’t only committed adultery but also incest, and, 
when their relations are discovered, both families are dishonored. Nogma’s 
father commits suicide and Nomenaba exercises his right to order the killing of 
Saga—and the designated executioner is Kougri.

*
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*

A burly man with a graying goatee and a mellow voice that turns staccato 
when he raps, Smockey, 44, has long operated at the intersection of art and 
politics. He filled his studio with posters of Malcolm X and Thomas Sankara, 
the beloved revolutionary leader who served as Burkina Faso’s president for 
four years before he was toppled in a bloody coup that brought Compaoré to 
power. Over the next 27 years, as Compaoré slowly refashioned himself as a 
reliable Western ally and regional peacemaker, Smockey emerged as a vocal 
critic. When he was honored at the 2010 Kora Awards for African musicians, in 
Ouagadougou, Smockey pointedly dedicated his award for best hip-hop artist 
to Sankara’s memory. Compaoré was in the audience. Smockey founded Balai 
Citoyen alongside Sams’K Le Jah, a reggae artist who, like Smockey, had 
already established himself as a Compaoré opponent. In the song “Ce 
président là,” released in 2011, Sams’K Le Jah declared, “This president, he 
must go and he will go.” Young people, in particular, responded to the 
message, flocking to the artists’ concerts all over the country. “They both began 
this work a long time ago, singing and raising people’s consciousness,” said 
Clement Biouma, a martial arts instructor and music fan in Ouagadougou.

*
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It’s not often that a hardened military man admits he was wrong, but that is 
exactly what happened last week in Burkina Faso. Just days after his sweaty, 
scary-eyed sidekick appeared on state television to announce the removal of 
the transitional government and his takeover of the country, Gen Gilbert 
Diendéré handed back power and admitted he had been wrong. “My biggest 
mistake was carrying out this coup,” he said. “The people were not in favour of 
it. That is why we gave it up.” Gen Diendéré is the former chief of staff to 
Blaise Compaoré, the president ousted last October after 27 years at the helm of 
the West African nation when he tried to extend his mandate. The general 
seized power the Wednesday before last because he was unhappy at 
Compaoré’s allies being barred from elections due next month. For almost 24 
hours, the putschist and his elite presidential guard played a nail-biting game 
of chicken with the rest of the country’s armed forces, who marched to the 
capital to remove them. And yet – just when both parties began to talk about 
imminent bloodshed in earnest – something peculiar happened. Gen Diendéré 
and his forces returned to their barracks and the wider military returned to 
theirs. The interim president, Michel Kafando, emerged blinking from his 
hiding place at the French Embassy and quietly resumed his duties.

*

*
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From hitting the catwalk for Oscar de la Renta to gracing the pages of Teen 
Vogue, model Georgie Badiel has had her fair share of extraordinary 
experiences. “I started my career in Africa, where there is a very small fashion 
scene,” she says. “Getting to work in Paris, London, and New York was a 
dream come true!” While living her fantasy, Badiel says, a visit to her sister 
(one of her nine siblings) in Burkina Faso was a major wake-up call. Her sister 
would get up before four o’clock every morning to collect the day’s water. “I 
was reminded of my own childhood, when we walked to get water that was 
usually dirty and often made us sick,” she says. After returning to New York, 
where she now lives, Badiel teamed up with friends, including fellow model 
Heide Lindgren, to found Models 4 Water, which raises money to bring clean 
water to Badiel’s homeland. “We knew we could use our influence and our 
connections in the fashion industry to raise awareness and create change,” she 
says. Last January, M4W built its first well in the village of Nakar, Burkina 
Faso. Now, less than a year later, the group is raising funds for a fifth well 
project. “It’s very rewarding,” says Badiel. “I just feel lucky to be able to make a 
difference at all!” 

*

509



*

(OUAGADOUGOU, Upper Volta, Feb. 8 (Reuters) – The army seized power in 
the West African nation of Upper Volta today, although Gen. Sangoule 
Lamizana, head of state for eight years, will apparently remain president. 
Announcing the coup d’etat over the state-run radio, General Lamizana said 
that the Constitution had been suspended and the National Assembly 
dissolved. A 10 and a half hour overnight curfew was imposed, and President 
Lamizana said that the armed forces would maintain order and public safety in 
the capital, Ouagadougou (pronounced wah-gah-DOO-goo). He added that a 
new government of soldiers and civilians wold be formed shortly to replace 
that of Premier Gerard Kango Ouedraogo, in power for the last three years. 
Upper Volta, a landlocked country of more than five million people, is 
surrounded in the West African bulge by Mali, the Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, 
Dahomey and Niger. It has been one of the few African nations that permitted 
more than one political party. Politics in Upper Volta often follow tribal or 
religious lines, and the ousted Government is generally believed to have 
represented the country’s Mossi majority, who follow local traditional or 
animist faiths.

*

Like so many young girls, Abibou Mare loved playing with dolls as a child and 
grew up surrounded by them. Her passion for traditional dolls has followed 
her into her adult life and she now runs a successful business: Poupemania in 
Ouagadougou. As well as her handcrafted dolls she also sells figurines made of 
twisted metal and fabric and her own artwork primarily featuring oil and 
acrylic paintings. Her boutique and workshop are based in the ‘zone du bois’ 
neighbourhood, not far from the city’s International school. Although her 
parents were originally from Burkina Faso, Abibou was raised in Ivory Coast as 
one of many siblings. As a child toys were a rare and treasured treat and 
Abibou was encouraged to play with her dolls in the packaging they came in to 
avoid damaging them. To boost her collection she started to make her own 
dolls with different hairstyles and dresses. So began Abibou’s fascination with 
these traditional African toys.
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*

If all that the most exciting local tourist site in the area has to offer is a large pile 
of chicken feathers, then either your holiday should have been planned more 
carefully, or you are visiting La Mare aux Poissons Sacres de Dafra – a pond 
containing sacred, chicken-fed catfish, near Bobo Dioulasso, in Burkina Faso. 
We had declined offers, made the night before some local young men, to be our 
guides for the day, in spite of their warnings about muggings and a gruesome 
story about a French man who had had a thumb cut off in the area, and instead 
had caught a taxi the five miles from Bobo to Dafra. We got out of the taxi and 
within a few minutes a local bushman appeared who seemed to know where 
we wanted to go, so we followed him the quarter of a mile to the pond. The 
pond was surrounded on three sides by 30m-high rock walls, the only access 
being the narrow path that we had just walked down. The flat rocks that lead 
down to the edge of the pond were covered, ankle-deep, in feathers. We had 
been there for about 10 minutes when another bushman arrived on the scene. 
He had a machete in one hand and his face was covered, cowboy-style, with a 
greasy-looking handkerchief. He did not approach us directly but rather 
zigzagged toward us, walking sideways like a crab.

*

On April 1 2004 the Victoria and Albert Museum opened its Vivienne 
Westwood exhibition. While Vivienne had been persuaded to loan many items 
from her own wardrobe as well as the Vivienne Westwood archive, the 
museum was also drawing attention to a significant acquisition made for its 
permanent collection. The curators had made the bold decision the preceding 
year to buy the entire collection of nearly 300 early Westwood / McLaren items 
which had belonged to Michael and the late Gerlinde Costiff. They had been 
two of Vivienne’s keenest early admirers and collectors, wearing her clothes to 
clubs and Rio carnivals, but also, Michael Costiff recalled, ‘in places like the 
Sudan or Mali or Burkina Faso, where people would point and say “Worlds 
End!”’ The V&A also bid at the 2001 Christie’s sale of Vivienne items, which 
included shoes and hats, original SEX rubber dresses, and Cafe Society’s 
‘Bettina jacket with lilac rubber masturbation skirt’ [sic]/ The entire collection 
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cost the V&A £100,000, nearly half of which has been raised through the 
museum’s appeal to the national Art Collections Fund. It was a scale of honour 
never before honoured to a living designer.

*

The first appointment is scheduled on a weekend at 6:00 p.m. in the gang’s 
neighborhood in Ouagadougou. As the clock strikes 6.00, we are at the place 
but we see neither the intermediary nor the three members of the gang who are 
supposed to meet with us. After a long wait, our phone rings. It’s our fixer, 
calling to assure us that the “friends” are on their way. It is finally at 9:45 p.m. 
that our phone rings again. They are here, but not all the people we talked 
about. One is missing. The meeting place is poorly lit. After the usual greetings 
and customary teasing, the conversation can begin. The first words of our two 
young fixers convince us that this is about business. “We are ready to help you 
come up with a good article.” This provided we agree to pay the price, of 
course. We propose to give them gas money. To give us an example, they point 
to the case of “chicks” that often come to their “HQ” (headquarter) located near 
the wall of property owned by Catholic nuns. “When some ‘chicks’ come in to 
our HQ, they pay for us to drink, smoke and eat”, they tell us. “Each can spend 
10,000 CFA Francs [€15,24] to get our HQ going for an evening.” With this 
example, we understand what our fixers for the night are asking of us. In any 
case, the rate is set. We are still touched by their “kindness” and “serenity”, 
because in our imagination we expected real “bad boys”.

*

OUAGADOUGOU (Reuters) – The government of Burkina Faso has banned an 
annual beauty contest for women with the biggest buttocks, saying such events 
are sexist. Adverts for this weekend’s third edition of Miss Bim-Bim, carrying an 
image of two fully clothed women with exaggeratedly large behinds, provoked 
an outcry on social media. “Our role is to do everything to avoid damaging the 
image of women,” said Minister Laure Zongo in a statement, adding that social 
media criticism had persuaded her to act. The male organizer of the event, 
Hamado Doambahe, said it aimed to promote a more positive body image for 
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African women and encourage fashion designers to use African costumes. 
Women’s rights groups have mixed views about the tendency in many African 
cultures to celebrate women with larger bodies than are typically admired 
elsewhere. While they welcome the shift away from the unnaturally thin 
female shapes promoted by the global fashion industry, they deplore the 
emphasis on men judging women’s body shapes. The head of Burkina Faso’s 
High Council for Communications, Nathalie Some, called in a statement for 
people in advertising, the media and the arts to protect the rights of women 
and girls.

*

This series about superheroes came from a simple sketch—a Spider-Man 
boubou I had drawn on my notebook. Together with my colleague, Bruno 
Revert, we built upon that idea and decided to expand it to include other key 
figures of Western pop culture. We came up with three different outfits. For 
models, I hired Kaboré (Spider-Man), who is part of a small organization that 
creates theater sets and with whom I’ve collaborated on several projects; Gedor 
(Iron Man), who had just finished his art studies and was looking for an 
apprenticeship; and Mathias (Batman), who doubled as our driver. I chose to 
recreate superheroes for a multitude of reasons. Firstly, because of aesthetics—
the costume’s bright colors echoed that of the traditional local outfits. There 
was also something quite funny about swapping out the ultra skin-tight 
costumes of hyper-masculine superheroes with these baggy tunics. I also made 
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a Ronald McDonald costume. That was actually one of Bruno Revert’s 
realizations, intended for another project of mine. We were quite surprised to 
find out that a lot of Burkinabé people didn’t even knew who he was. I wonder 
how much longer that will last.

*

I went here on Valentine’s Day with a friend. There were specials, but nothing 
that interested me particularly. My friend had a fried chicken platter which she 
enjoyed, something you don’t see often in Ouaga, and I had a sandwich called 
the “Francisco.” I don’t recommend the latter as there was too much bread and 
not enough chicken, although I ordered it because I wanted something that was 
not fried. The service was painfully slow, and those coming in for carryout 
seemed to fare much better than those languishing at the tables. We kidded the 
waitress about having to go out and kill the chickens for our lunch. The place is 
clean, well lit, serves everything chicken from salads, burgers, fried chicken, 
chicken pizza, etc. as well as an interesting drink menu [cocktails], ice-cream, 
and breakfast pastries. If you’re hankering for something chicken, this might be 
a good choice if you have the time to kill.

*

Children once bullied Iron Biby because of his size. Now when he walks down 
the street in his native Burkina Faso, they run up and feel his muscly arms. The 
contender for the World’s Strongest Man competition is happy to oblige – after 
all, his biceps have a circumference of 63 centimetres. But youngsters have not 
always been so kind. “I was always overweight compared to my friends and 
brothers. It’s rare here, so people made fun of me,” says Biby, whose real name 
is Cheick Ahmed al-Hassan Sanou. “I lacked confidence and was afraid to 
make decisions.” Today, however, the 26-year-old’s mountainous dimensions –
 he weighs 180 kilogrammes and is 1.9 metres tall – have brought him fame as 
one of the strongest men in the world. And he wants to use his stature to help 
his country, one of the world’s poorest. He has always been big – when he was 
born in Burkina Faso in 1992 he weighed nearly five kilogrammes. As a child, 
he says he “tried every sport but was discouraged every time” because of his 

514



size. “It was my dream to be a great athlete so I persevered.” He didn’t 
discover bodybuilding until 2009, when, at the age of 17, he moved to Canada 
to join his older brother and finish high school. “I had a complex. People were 
mocking me and I wanted to transform my body, so I started to train slowly,” 
he says. As fat turned to muscle, he quickly gained attention in the local gym 
scene. In 2013, the amateur was invited to his first powerlifting competition – 
which he won. Biby then swiftly rose to become a top 10 strength athlete and a 
regular contender for the title of “World’s Strongest Man”.
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SURINAME

In the images, Brouwn – dark skin, professorial spectacles, big guileless eyes, 
receding close-cropped hair – is around twenty-nine years old. Seven years 
earlier, in 1957, he emigrated from Suriname, the tiny South American country 
and, at the time, Dutch colony, where he was born in 1935. The year of his 
arrival in Amsterdam he appears on the radar, contributing a drawing and 
poem to the journal Spiraal, and features in the next four issues the following 
year. Somewhere around this time he makes his first (no longer extant) 
artwork, polyethylene bags filled with rubbish. Somewhere around this time, 
too, he connects – important, it would see, for what he’ll go on to do – to Nul, 
the Dutch cousin of the German ZERO group, which argued that art should be 
purged of color, feeling and individual expression. In 1960, as well as mailing 
out declarations that Amsterdam shoe stores are works of art by Stanley 
Brouwn, he initiates This Way Brouwn (1960-70). Still his best-known work and 
the first evidence of a will to displace authorship onto the audience, this is the 
start, too, of Brouwn’s fascination with walking. For this project he asks 
passersby on the streets for directions and has them draw a map – each of these 
he stamps, like the refractory bureaucrat he has often been compared to, with 
the phrase “this way brouwn”.

*

It is here that the next generation of Oranje stars were born. As Dutch football 
writer Sander Ijtsma notes, “Holland’s national team has undoubtedly 
benefitted from using Suriname-born players, who had the potential to make 
quite the impact.” The Netherlands is widely known for its egalitarian society, 
however, and as many Surinamese locales will tell you, the first wave of mass 
migration was not received warmly by all. “You had to be at least twice as good 
as a white player in the same position. Many players quit the game because 
they weren’t being given the chance to prove themselves. Today, people’s eyes 
are more open but in the past it was a real struggle.” Those are the words of 
former Ajax, Milan, Barcelona and Netherlands international Winston Bogarde. 
Fortunately, in some cases ability trumped prejudice and the Eredivisie was 
graced by faces of Surinamese descent that would later go on to become Dutch 
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greats. Holland were coming off the back of a golden era. The 1970s side 
revered for its Total Football had imbued the beautiful game with 
revolutionary tactics and awe-inspiring play. Oranje reached consecutive World 
Cup finals in 1974 and ’78, ultimately losing both. Form dipped during a 
transitional period as the great team of Johan Cruyff, Johan Neeskens and 
Ruud Krol paved the way for a more multi-cultural squad. What followed 
marked the Netherland’s  greatest international achievement to date. Still 
playing with the idiosyncratic verve synonymous with the Dutch style, 
Surinamese stars such as Frank Rijkaard and Ruud Gullit broke onto the scene 
and combined technically exquisite football with a dash of South American 
flair. Their exuberance breathed new life into the squad as they went on to 
capture the 1988 European Championship.

*

The tent boat glided slowly over the Suriname River, powered by a crew of 
eight oarsman. Sarith sat with her chin in her hands, gazing ahead. In fact, she 
had said nothing since their departure. Now and then Elza said something to 
Maisa or her father, and she occasionally cast a sideward glance towards Sarith, 
but she looked so cross that Elza found it better not to speak to her. When Elza 
had called that morning, “Sarith, are you awake?”, Sarith had replied, “Let me 
sleep on a bit more.” She didn’t want to sleep, however – she had long been 
awake – but she did want to think about what she would do today. She must 
get to speak to Nathan alone, but that would not be easy, since he would of 
course be in the constant company of his betrothed Leah, that pale, puny Leah. 
What was she in comparison with her, Sarith? She was a hundred times more 
beautiful than Leah. Oh yes, she was quite aware of that: she was beautiful, far 
more beautiful than all the young girls she knew. Everyone said it, and she 
knew from the way all the men, young and old, looked at her.

*

Suriname is an odd little place. Geographically, it forms part of South America, 
and though quite large by European standards, it is actually the smallest 
country on that immense continent. Politically, it looks more towards the 

517



Caribbean, or eve to the Netherlands, than to the rest of South America. Indeed, 
as the only Dutch-speaking country on the American mainland, supporting an 
ethnically diverse population of predominantly West African, Indonesian and 
Asian descent, Suriname is emphatically not Latin American in character, nor 
does it seem to sway to a calypso beat. It is just, well, odd – a real one-off kind 
of place, individualistic, singular, and utterly intriguing.

*

For Surinamers of a certain age, the first glimpse of Bouterse came on national 
television in 1980, when the then-34-year-old sergeant with a goatee and 
dressed in military fatigues announced that he had overthrown the country’s 
democratically elected government. He built a police state, imposing a curfew 
and banning political parties. In the years following the December Murders he 
fought a bloody civil war against the Jungle Commando, a maroon insurgency 
led by Bouterse’s former bodyguard, Ronnie Brunswijk. According to the 
account of Karl Penta, a Liverpudlian mercenary fighting with the Commando, 
Brunswijk’s offensive on Paramaribo would have succeeded had the insurgents 
not succumbed to a stupefying orgy of sex, drugs, and superstition. Chastened, 
Bouterse oversaw the return to elections in 1987, but stayed on as the head of 
the military. He engineered a second coup in 1990, ousting President 
Ramsewak Shankar, before dedicating himself to the more lucrative pursuits of 
gold mining and drug running. In 1999 Dutch courts convicted Bouterse, in 
absentia, of bringing nearly half a ton of cocaine into the country and he has 
avoided traveling to countries with extradition treaties with the Netherlands 
ever since.

*
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Erwin de Vries’ visually stimulating art is widely renowned as an expression of 
the national identity of Suriname. De Vries has been creating works of art for 
almost sixty years and began his career in 1949 when he travelled to 
Amsterdam to study under the Belorussian artist Ossip Zadkine. De Vries 
continues to this day to create art and sculptures which are exhibited around 
the world as well as in his homeland of Suriname. De Vries’ art is instantly 
expressive and vibrant, with bold and dynamic colors; he cites his favorite 
subject to be the body, the male and female nude, eroticism and portraits. De 
Vries’ has noted that Suriname, where he returned to live from 1964, is a 
continuing influence on his work ‘which is clear from his exuberant use of 
color, form and structures, elements which are more intense in a tropical 
country.’This work has been critically acclaimed throughout De Vries’ long 
career. He was awarded the Damsko Millenium Award for Expressive Arts in 
1999, in 2000 the Caribbean Arts and Culture Award for Outstanding 
Contribution and in 2005 the ‘Grootmeester van de Ere-Orde’.

*

Despite their expertise at farming on low coastal plains, the Dutch could not so 
easily overcome the other problems that they encountered. Pirates attacked the 
settlements, and sometimes their African slaves escaped into the rain forest, 
where they formed their own tribes. These escaped slaves managed to survive 
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in the jungles; the Dutch called them Maroons. The Dutch still needed slaves to 
work the land. They tried to follow the escaped Maroons into the forests and 
recapture them. Usually the Dutch were not successful, though when they 
were, they often cut the hamstring muscles of their slaves’ legs so they could 
not run away again. Dutch cruelty was well known throughout the other 
colonies in South America and the Caribbean. Refusing to ensure the injustice 
of slavery, the slaves began to rebel. The Maroons sometimes helped, waging 
devastating surprise attacks against the settlers. In 1767 the Dutch signed peace 
treaties with three groups of Maroons. The Maroons agreed not to help slave 
rebellions, and to return future runaway slaves. In exchange, the Dutch 
allowed the Maroons to live in their society as freedmen.

*

*
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The first thing that comes to mind when you hear “Madame Jeanette” is not 
likely one of the hotter chili peppers on the planet. But that’s what it is, ranking 
right up there with its cousin the habanero pepper in overall heat. 
Though where the habanero – and its cousin the Scotch bonnet – layer in a 
sweet tropical flavor, the Madame Jeanette (a.k.a. Suriname pepper) instead is 
subdued in taste. It’s a heat bomb of a chili – yet quite aromatic when cooking – 
and a staple in Surinamese cuisine. At 125,000 to 325,000 Scoville heat units, the 
Madame Jeanette is not a chili to be trifled with lightly. That’s 15 to 130 times 
hotter than our jalapeno reference point, as mentioned, much like its habanero 
cousin. But unlike the habanero where the heat tends to concentrate in the back 
of the throat, the heat of the Madam Jeanette is an “all mouth” affair. You feel 
the spiciness from the first bite all around, a lot like another habanero cousin – 
the Caribbean goat pepper. This gives the sense that the Madame Jeanette is 
hotter than its Scoville ratings even indicate.This chili has one of the more 
unique names on the pepper scale. It’s believed Madame Jeanette peppers were 
named after a famous Brazilian prostitute. But why is up for debate. Perhaps it 
was as simple as this chili being “scorching hot”. 

*
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Nelson Tiapoe pointed out two mature trees just a few feet apart amid the 
dense jungle vegetation. “When you see a mango tree and a cacao tree together, 
you know people used to live here,” he said. He was leading me and a 62-year-
old Dutch man named Ton through the dense Amazonian rain forest of central 
Suriname just across the Upper Suriname River from his eco-resort, Knini Paati. 
Nelson himself didn’t need any such evidence. His grandparents had lived in 
this exact spot, as had many other relatives, all Saramaka-speaking Maroons, 
the descendants of slaves who fled from colonial plantations into the forest in 
the late 17th and early 18th centuries. Nelson grew up in Paramaribo, the 
capital of the South American nation formerly known as Dutch Guiana, and 
created the fairly bare-bones resort largely with his own hands. Like those of its 
neighbors, Guyana and French Guiana, Suriname’s population of about 550,000 
largely lives on the coast, making getting inland a challenge; many places can 
be reached only by boat or airplane. When I got to the affordable and elegant  
Hotel Palacio in Paramaribo — where I had arrived by bus and ferry from 
Guyana on my back-door route to the World Cup in Brazil — I asked at the 
desk if there was a way to get to the interior on the cheap.

*
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There are at present about 6,500 Amerindians, according to the best estimates. 
One of them, a remarkable, almost white-skinned girl of great beauty with 
wavy brown hair cut int a bang oblique green eyes and slender stature was 
brought down to Maramaribo in 1938 by some Jukas (descendants of Negro 
slaves who escaped into the jungle hinterlands), who said they had found her 
wandering down from the uplands some months before. She was taken in by 
Madame Stahel, a trained anthropologist and linguist, and after some months 
learned Dutch, and some French and English. meanwhile Madame Stahel had 
deciphered some of her language and ascertained that she had fled from a 
fairly numerous tribe, one of many living on savannas beyond the mountains 
and never having communication even with the local ‘Indians”. Her people 
had no notion at all of the existence of white men, Jukas, or even of a sea of 
ocean. later, a joint French-Dutch Brazilian border commission contacted her 
people briefly and found them all to be light-skinned and still in the food-
gathering stage, having but one crop which they planted only in clearings in 
the forest where a large tree had fallen.

*

A joint of boiled or roasted young sea cow tastes well, though it is difficult to 
describe by any object of resemblance with which you are acquainted; it is 
sufficient to say that it is neither fish nor flesh. The tapir, which is the largest 
animal of game in this country, has, when young, a flavour somewhat like veal 
or pork. The conny conny, or the rabit, and the paca, which is the hare of 
Surinam, particularly the latter, are of a most excellent taste. A fricasee, or a pie 
made of an eguanna, is very delicate. This is a lizard about three feet long: its 
colour is a beautiful light green: it does not live, like the other lizards, upon 
insects, but solely upon flowers and blossoms of trees; it is a very clean animal, 
and those who are fond of turtle can have no dislike for this dish. The eggs of 
eguanna are superior to those of a fowl or a turtle. The palmworrow is a 
caterpillar about a finger’s length, and of the same thickness; it lives on the sap 
of the palm tree; and when roasted appears in form like small sausage. The 
taste is like that of a delicate marrow, and without any flavour of so many 
different sorts of spices. A broth made of parrots is also esteemed by many, but 
the flesh is used no other way, being too coarse. But it must be observed, that 
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all these dishes are rather served on the table for the curiosity of foreigners; 
there is, besides, plenty of venison and other kinds of game.

*

*

The road out of the Krikie Nigi is littered with broken-down excavators. Their 
vine-choked bodies serve as monuments, not only to the union of 
inexperienced labor and technology that is the engine of the gold rush, but to 
the unrealized dreams of so many mining crews. We turn off the dirt road and 
aim our car toward civilization. We stop at a Chinese store/restaurant on our 
way back to Paramaribo. As we eat our overpriced fried rice, the owners eye us 
anxiously from behind their metal cage. A pair of roly-poly Brazilian 
prostitutes sit at the table next to us. One cuddles a huge pink teddy bear, a gift 
from a client. They’re asking everyone who comes through if they can bum a 
ride to the next gold camp, where they hear there’s more money to be made.

*
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Suriname slammed Dutch Foreign Minister Stef Blok’s claim that his country’s 
former colony is a failed state as a “coarse accusation” that aims to “undermine 
the peace and stability” of the country, according to Reuters. Blok questioned 
the rule of law and democracy in Suriname, which he labeled a “failed state” as 
a result of “ethnic divisions,” at a closed-door talk in The Hague on July 10. 
Asked to explain himself by Dutch TV program  Zembla, which obtained 
footage of his comments, Blok said they were “aimed in part at sparking a 
reaction from the audience.” In a statement delivered to  the Dutch envoy in 
Suriname, Jaap Frederiks, the country’s foreign ministry said: “This coarse 
accusation against peace and stability in the Republic of Suriname can only be 
intended to portray Suriname and its population negatively.” It added that 
Blok’s comments are  “seeking to isolate the Surinamese nation, with the 
possible agenda being the realization of a recolonization.”

*

The Reagan Administration dropped a plan this year to overthrow the 
Government of Suriname, the former Dutch colony in South America, after 
Congressional committees objected, Administration officials said today. The 
plan, according to the officials, called for the formation of a small paramilitary 
force composed mainly of Surinamese exiles opposed to the authoritarian 
Government of Lieut. Col. Desi Bouterse. The force was supposed to infiltrate 
the capital, Paramaribo, and oust the Government, the officials said. Colonel 
Bouterse, who seized power in a military coup in 1980, is viewed by Reagan 
Administration officials as an unpredictable leader with pro-Communist 
sympathies. Last December his regime rounded up 15 leading opponents, 
including prominent citizens, and had them summarily executed, according to 
the Administration. Whether the reported plan to overthrow Colonel Bouterse 
called for his arrest or deportation or other action against him was unclear 
today. The assassination of foreign leaders, formally prohibited by President 
Ford, was also barred by President Reagan in an executive order on intelligence 
activities he issued in 1981.  The plan to overthrow Colonel Bouterse was 
sponsored by the Central Intelligence Agency, according to House intelligence 
committee members. The C.I.A. was reported to have told Congressional 
committees that his ouster would eliminate the possibility that the Soviet 

525



Union and Cuba would try to use Suriname as a base from which to expand 
their influence in South America.

*

What makes your the perfect Miss Tropical Beauties Suriname?
A Miss should not only be beautiful on the outside, but also on the inside. This 
sounds like such a cliche but on the other hand it is not. As a Miss you will take 
on new challenges, be open to positive as well as negative criticism for growth, 
know that the tasks will not always be fun, know who you are, have 
perseverance, be self-assured, have self-love, be patient and of course with a 
great smile through daily life. All the above mentioned properties correspond 
to my personality and find these important aspects in my life. Through my 
platform I want to make a positive contribution to Suriname. It is an honor to 
represent Suriname as a proud Surinamese woman with the title ‘Miss Tropical 
beauties Suriname 2016’ and to put it on the map positively. I believe in myself 
and am ready to make my dream come true!

*
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Anthony Nesty’s picture is on a postage stamp and his profile is on a coin, and 
if they ever get around to building a new airport in Surinam, they’ll probably 
place his name on the main terminal, too. Nesty is a national hero in a country 
with 400,000 people and one 50-meter swimming pool. He is the world’s best 
100-meter butterfly swimmer, the defending Olympic champion who brings 
spotlight on a tiny dot of a place on the northern tip of South America. “I really 
don’t know why I get so much attention,” Nesty said. “I try not to think about 
it.” Nesty became a star of the 1988 Summer Olympics in Seoul, South Korea. 
Racing against heavily favored Matt Biondi, he won the 100-meter butterfly by 
timing his finish perfectly. He touched first, a hundredth of a second before 
Biondi. After the race, Biondi graciously accepted defeat, yet wondered aloud 
about how he could have mis-timed the finish. Nesty calmly analyzed the 
finish and shrugged off the historical footnote of being the first black Olympic 
swimming champion. When he returned to Surinam, he was greeted by 60,000 
people and received by the country’s president. He couldn’t even take walks 
alone near his home in the capital, Paramaribo. “Anthony is shy,” said Surinam 
coach Kenneth MacDonald. “He takes everything in stride. When he was 
younger, he was a nasty kid. He’d do dirty tricks, like push people in the pool 
or grab their legs during races. I’d have to throw him out of practice a couple of 
times a week.”
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*

*

‘Susanna Duplessis was a real pain in the neck. If there was a muddy puddle 
somewhere she would call the slave women and make them lie in it, then she 
would walk across their bodies. Whether they were lying on their backs of their 
stomachs made no difference, as long as she got no mud on her shoes or on the 
hem of her dress. She was a cruel beast, a real devil.’  The French seemed to be 
the cruellest people. Susanna’s husband took a Black slave woman as his 
mistress, her name was Blaka Figa. She had beautiful breasts and the planter 
Duplessis liked nothing better than to stroke and kiss the lovely orbs. Susanna 
was furious with jealousy since her own breasts were dried out and withered. 
One day when her husband had gone to town, this evil woman brought her 
husband’s mistress into the house, tied her to a chair and fetched a saw. She 
then proceeded to saw of one of Blaka Figa’s breasts and cook it.
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The following day her husband returned and at dinnertime Susanna presented 
him with a dish with the cooked breast in it. ‘Take a look under the lid,’ she 
said, ‘I’ve cooked your favourite dish, something you really love!’ Her 
Husband left at that point. How could anyone live with such a witch?’

*

At the time explicit nudity in Dutch films was still relatively new and clearly 
selling, so our next batch of movies all had candid sexual content. Most of them 
were films about cruel love that challenged the conventional relationship 
model of the time. Of all our so-called “erotic” movies, Blue Movie (1971) 
became by far the most successful. The film attracted over two million 
moviegoers in the Netherlands and made us instant millionaires. It gave us the 
financial freedom to make films that we really wanted to make, films that 
reflected our personal experiences and interests. Verstappen went on to direct 
Dakota (1973), a film about a Dutch man who runs an airline on the Dutch-
Caribbean island of Curacao, following his passion for planes and Curacao, 
where he had spent most of his childhood. I decided to direct Wan Pipel (1975, 
One People), a film about a young Creole Surinamese student in the 
Netherlands who returns to Suriname when his mother is nearing her dying 
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day. Dakota and Wan Pipel were our most expensive films so far – in fact, they 
went way over budget – but they both flopped at the Dutch box office. We fell 
deeply into debt and two years later, in 1978, Scorpio was officially declared 
bankrupt.

*

Sporting a spur on its heel, the aptly named cowboy frog is 1 of 46 potentially 
new species found during recent expeditions in the tiny South American 
country of Suriname, scientists announced this week. For three weeks in 2010, 
scientists roamed three pristine rain forests  near the southwestern village of 
Kwamalasumutu. The surveys, which documented nearly 1,300 species, were 
part of Conservation International’s Rapid Assessment Program (RAP), which 
typically sends small teams of scientists into remote habitats for intense, 
monthlong surveys. Despite two decades of surveys, RAP has “a long way to 
go and not enough time,” program director Trond Larsen said by email. “It’s 
imperative that we understand which species exist and where they live if we 
are to prevent them from becoming extinct.”

*

We, Anansi na wan man, a abi someni triki. En Anansi e lei. So Anansi go na Kownu 
oso, a taigi Kownu taki: “Mi Kownu, mi e rei Tigri.”
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Kownu taki: “aa, leitori. Yu na so wan pikin meti. Fa yu kan rei Tigri, so wan bigibigi 
man?”
“Futru mi Kownu, mi no e lei.”
Kownu taki: “Boi, kmopo na mi tapu. Mi e go seni kari Tigri, fu aksi en efu a tru taki 
yu e rei en.”
“Kownu kan seni aksi en. Kownu e go si taki mi e rei Tigri.”
Kownu taki: “A bun, yu kan go.”
Anansi gwe. Ma di Anansi e gwe, a taki: “Fa mi o du a tori disi? Yu sabi san? Mi o go 
na oso, mi o taigi a boi fu mi, en mi o taigi Ma Akuba taki mi abi korsu.”

*

*

Surinamese women are known to raise their children alone. During the slavery 
period (1667-1873), families were torn apart from the Dutch. Ever since, it is 
very common for Afro-Surinamese (Creole) women to raise their children alone 
and sell cakes and food to support their family. The cake sellers carry the plates 
of cakes on their heads and often sell Bojo (fourless shredded cassava coconut 
cake), Keksi (yellow cake), Fiadu (cinnamon roll or Danish), black cake or Bolo 
Pretu – dark cake moistened with liquor (rum or Amaretto) and a distant 
cousin of the British moist Christmas or Plum pudding. Popular cookies are 
Maizenakoekjes (Gomakuku flourless corn flour cookies) and Pindakoekjes 
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(Peanut cookies), both kinds commonly sold in small transparent (round) 
plastic containers.

*

When the swimmer Anthony Nesty won a gold medal in the butterfly event at 
the Summer Olympic Games in Seoul in 1988, the people of Suriname suddenly 
found themselves with their first world-class hero. One of the country’s two 
airliners was named after him and its new athletic arena, built as a gift from the 
People’s Republic of China, was also given his name. Nesty repeated his 
victory two years later at the Goodwill Games in Seattle. These triumphs 
brought Surinamese together as never before, and for many they made the 
bitterly fought transition to independence in 1974-75 seem worthwhile. Within 
a year, however, the DC-10 “Anthony Nesty” crashed in the savannah on its 
approach to Suriname’s Zanderij Arport, with the loss of everyone on board. 
Recriminations about the quality of air traffic control and other questions of 
maintenance reignited questions of independence. Charges that Suriname’s 
airspace was under the control of drug-traffickers pointed to the lingering 
power of the brutal and corrupt military, which had ruled Suriname from 1980 
to 1987 and still lingered in the shadows. In the elections held in 1990, one of 
the contending parties even proposed giving up independence in favour of 
rejoining the Netherlands.

*

The last time Edgar Davids and I talked, the subject was fashion. “You!” he 
said. “You’re badly dressed!” Surely, I replied, he could not be referring to me? 
And in his best black American English he shouted: “Damn, yes!” The Juventus 
midfielder, who faces Manchester United in the Champions League semi-final 
next month, is an important to his side as Roy Keane is to United. He is also 
paranoid, aggressive and occasionally violent. When Davids played youth 
football at Ajax he was sent off so often that a club official took him to Milan 
and Juventus to show him how good life was for players who made it big. He 
also devoted a lot of energy to nutmegging opponents. “Masturbation”, his 
coach, Louis Van Gaal, called it.  Around the same time, Davids strode up to 
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the tennis player Richard Krajicek in an Amsterdam bar and said, “I bet you 
don’t know who I am.” Krajicek confirmed that he did not. “My name is Edgar 
Davids,” said Davids. “In a few year’s time I’ll be playing for Holland and 
driving a big car. You’ll be hearing more from me.” Then he stalked off again.
*

Our journey begins deep inside the Central Suriname Nature Reserve, the 
world’s largest tract of pristine rain forest. It is 5:30 in the morning, still dark, 
and the air is thick with an earthy mist. Squeaking bats circle above us and an 
eerie thumping emanates from the wall of trees. We are, it’s fair to say, a bit 
nervous. Still, we follow in an obedient line behind our guide, a Kwinti Maroon 
named Doctor Five. We pass what sounds like a rushing waterfall. We climb 
what feels like an endless hill. Then, finally, the sun appears, a faint glimmer 
through the thatched underbrush, and we catch our first glimpses of the 
Voltzberg trail – a six-kilometre path that leads into the heart of South 
America’s forgotten wilderness. Although many remote locales are relatively 
untouched – Patagonia, for instance, or the Okavango Delta – the jungles of 
Suriname have pretty good claim to the title “last Eden.” Perched atop Brazil in 
the middle of the Guiana Shield, nine-10ths of this quiet country is carpeted 
with rain forest. Deep in the bush, humans are about as scarce as they are in 
Nunavut. And most outsiders can’t locate Suriname on a map.

*

I started singing when I was very little. I sang with my grandfather and my 
father. My father was in a band called Los Negros and I used to sing with them. 
My love for music has been insane ever since I was little. I would sing 
everywhere I could sing. People would close their ears and I would still sing. 
Then I moved to Belgium where my father was an ambassador for Suriname. I 
did a talent show in school and one of the parents, who was a big singer, came 
up to us and wanted to do a song with me. That was where I did my first song 
in Brussels. It was called ‘Don’t Fade Away Hoshana’. After that, I signed a 
deal with the producers of Technotronic. At the same time their songs were big 
mine were big also in Europe. I was touring all over the place and did tons of 
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shows. That’s when I stared really making money with my singing and writing 
and everything.
*

Quite a few women travel from garimpo (mining site) to garimpo to sell the 
merchandise they bring from Paramaribo or Brazil. Hawking has become their 
main activity and source of income. Apart from personal hygiene products, 
clothes are the second most popular product. Experienced women have 
developed sophisticated business chains, flying to Belem (from Paramaribo), 
then by bus to Sao Paulo, to buy the clothing, then they ship it to Suriname, or 
bring it by airplane, to sell to their compatriots in Suriname or French Guiana. 
The main problem these hawkers encounter is that they often sell on credit and 
are not always paid their due. For their business, the women often depend on 
hearsay about “rich garimpos” where they expect to find the buyers for their 
products. All transactions are carried out in gold. Sometimes Euros or US 
Dollars are accepted, but the method of payment is generally in grams of pure 
gold that is later exchanged for currency.  Most of the time, Brazilians sell the 
gold to an official gold buyer in Paramaribo, who also offers the service of 
keeping the gold for some time (as in a bank account) or transferring the 
converted amount to the bank account of their family in Brazil.

*

There is a cruel truth about most of the great tourist destinations in the 
Americas: They are built on old barbarities of one kind or the other. The highest 
point from a now-bucolic hill in Managua, Nicaragua, is where Anastasio 
Somoza’s lackeys threw rebels down a chute into alligator infested waters. 
They also dropped regime enemies from helicopters into an active volcano, 
where tourists line up today for photos. Chile’s national stadium doubled as an 
enormous torture center. In my home state of South Carolina, visitors love to 
walk plantation grounds that were essentially the sites of a centuries-long reign 
of terror against slaves. In Paramaribo, the equivalent landmark might be Fort 
Zeelandia. A five-minute walk from my hotel, it is the centerpiece of historic 
Suriname. It was built in the 1600s, and is the oldest monumental building in 
the capital. And, as the sign in front admits, the fort “has also been the 
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backdrop for some gruesome events.” Those events don’t just include the 
senseless execution of slaves a century ago. They are also referring to a bloody 
event from 1982 – the so-called ‘December Murders’.  That’s the difference 
between Suriname and many other places—usually such grisly sites don’t 
become tourist destinations until the people responsible are either dead or 
punished. But how do you build tourism off your dark history when the man 
responsible for the most disturbing chapter in modern Suriname is not just 
alive, but the president.
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ADJARA

One of the most beautiful regions in Georgia, Ajara is situated in southwest 
Georgia on the Black Sea coastline. Ajara operates as an autonomous republic 
in Georgia and has its own flag and coat of arms. Turkey borders Ajara to the 
south.  Christianity started to spread throughout Georgia in the 1st cent. AD 
from Ajara, and it became the state religion in the 4th cent. AD. The apostles 
Andrew and Simon preached in Georgia. According to some sources, Matthew 
the Apostle was buried in Ajara in Gonio. Gionio-Apsaros fortress is also 
associated with famous mythos about Argonauts, who landed here to find 
Golden Fleece.  Today, Ajara is home to a variety of religions. In the same day, 
you can visit Christian orthodox churches, mosques, synagogues, and Catholic 
and Armenian churches. In addition to religious monuments, Ajara has a 
myriad of unique arch stone bridges, which date back to the Middle Ages. 
Batumi – the “Pearl of the Black Sea” as it is often called – is administrative 
centre of Ajara. European architects undertook numerous projects in Batumi at 
the beginning of the 20th cent. Today, Batumi is still a place of numerous 
architectural innovations.  Ajara is home to the picturesque beaches of Batumi, 
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Kvariati, Sarpi, Gonio, Tsikhisdziri, Mtsvane Kontskhi (the Green Cape) and 
Kobuleti. During the summertime, the beaches are often crowded with tourists 
enjoying their holidays.  Ajara’s visitors especially admire the region’s pristine 
and unaltered nature. The region is particularly intriguing for eco tourists.

*

BATUMI, Georgia — Once a staid seaside resort in the Soviet Union, this 
frontier city has undergone an extreme face-lift, the legacy of former President 
Mikheil Saakashvili’s determination to give Georgia a more contemporary, 
jazzier look.  Three years after Mr. Saakashvili left office and the country, 
Batumi, like other Georgian cities, bears his mark. Its skyline is a bizarre mash-
up of architectural styles, including sleek modern and Disneyland whimsical, 
crowding out the two-story, 19th-century buildings with ornate balconies that 
once defined this city of 120,000.  Although some parts of historic Batumi have 
been preserved, dozens of old buildings have been swept away in the rush to 
welcome new investors, hotels and, especially, casinos. The Post Office, a city 
landmark, has been transformed, its Art Nouveau interior destroyed. Smaller 
houses have been torn down, despite protests from a group of citizens.  “We 
are fighting house by house,” said Shota Gujabidze, a film director and author 
of a book on old Batumi. “But it is very difficult to fight when the authorities 
have all the power. You can go out on the street and shout, but nothing 
happens.”  Elected in 2004 on the wave of Georgia’s so-called Rose Revolution, 
Mr. Saakashvili set out to uproot corruption and other bad habits left over from 
the Soviet era.  New police stations were built with glass exteriors, symbols of 
the transparency that the young, American-educated president was looking to 
promote throughout government.  His architectural ambitions were seemingly 
unlimited, especially in Batumi, just 12 miles from the Turkish border, which he 
hoped to turn into a vacation destination.  New buildings shot up along a 
seaside promenade that was once patrolled by armed Soviet border guards, 
and private investors piled on, adding an Italian tower, a Greek temple and a 
tilting White House to the architectural hodgepodge.  Tourists are flocking to 
Batumi, but not so much for the beaches. Casinos here are sprouting like 
mushrooms, drawing an estimated 400,000 visitors last year, mainly from 
Turkey, where gambling is illegal.
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*

*

Stretching between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea, Georgia’s verdant 
landscape lies hushed. Sulfuric hot springs and smooth stone beaches offer the 
same unmatched beauty as when the Greeks and Byzantines traversed this 
land. Saperavi grape vines hang above streets. The wine is plentiful, as are the 
walnuts, filling large buckets for a couple bucks a pop. The robust Georgian 
mealtime tradition welcomes guests over piles of buttery khachapuri and red-
ripened tomatoes. And while Western guests arrive to visit the country’s capital 
city, Tbilisi, in increasing numbers, the rest of the country awaits, undiscovered. 
Few have stumbled onto the golden solitude in a city like Batumi, a lazy 
seaside town where the beaches are welcoming, the food and wine delectable, 
and the culture ancient and vibrant.  “I think Batumi is unique with its 
synthesis of the mountain and sea. Surrounded by mountains in an arch-like 
shape: beginning in the north with the great Caucasus Mountains, which are 
very nicely visible in the springtime along the sea, to the east with the lesser 
Caucasus Mountains, and to the south, the Turkish mountains,” says Georgian 
native Erekle Chikvaidze. And to the west of Batumi? The brilliant blue Black 
Sea goes on for miles. The subtropical climate keeps the winters warm and the 
summers cool. “It’s sunny here, not only because the sun shines often, but also 
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because in Batumi, the people are sunny, kind, bright, welcoming,” says 
Batumi native Lukas Pantshkava. Having recently made Batumi their home, 
young Russian couple Sergei and Liya agree, “Here, people will always help 
you, offer suggestions, and it’s not infrequent that some will invite you to visit 
when you’ve hardly known each other for a day.”  Furthermore, in the past 10 
years, basic infrastructure has greatly improved, English has spread farther, 
and Georgians continue to share their culture openly and passionately. It won’t 
be long before the Western world catches on to the quiet, luxurious escape of 
the Georgian coast.

*

*

Westerners are all familiar with the tragic tale of Romeo and Juliet, but how 
about Ali and Nino, the doomed lovers that inspired the colossal automated 
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statue named after them, which now stands by the seashore of Batumi, 
Georgia?  The story, first told in the 1937 Austrian novel, Ali and Nino, is a 
familiar tale of lovers who end up in tragic circumstances that keep them apart. 
As opposed to warring families, in Ali and Nino’s case, it was the first World 
War. Ali, an Azerbaijani Muslim, falls in love with Georgian princess, Nino, but 
sadly, after they are finally able to get together, the war hits home and Ali is 
killed. The author of the novel is unknown, credited to the alias Kurban Said. 
But despite the unknown origins, the title has become a literary classic in the 
area and is considered to be the national novel of Azerbaijan.  It was this 
famous love that inspired Georgian artist Tamara Kvesitadze to create her 
monumental moving sculpture in 2010. The giant metal artwork, also known as 
the “Statue of Love,” consists of two somewhat transparent figures made of 
stacked segments. Each day at 7 PM, the two figures slide towards each other, 
eventually merging as their segments pass between each other. never truly 
connecting. Sad stuff.  The whole automated performance  takes about ten 
minutes and is often lit with bright, changing colors that give the figures even 
more life than their stark metal bodies usually project.

*

It’s one of the best-known tales in Greek mythology, but archaeologists and 
geologists alike have struggled to make sense of what the golden fleece could 
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symbolise, or have been inspired by. Now, a team led by geologist Avtandil 
Okrostsvaridze from Ilia State University in Georgia has found evidence to 
suggest that the myth of Jason and the Golden Fleece was indeed based on 
historical events related to ancient gold extraction techniques.  Between 2002 
and 2010, the team carried out field work in Svaneti region on the east coast of 
the Black Sea, where they compared the available geological data, artefacts, 
myths and historical sources surrounding the kingdom of Colchis. 
Publishing in the current edition of Quaternary International, they now suggest 
that the myth “took inspiration from an actual voyage sometime between 3,300 
and 3,500 years ago”.  Jason and the Argonauts’ destination was the kingdom 
of Colchis, a large, coastal city famous at the time for harbouring a great wealth 
of gold.  “According to Greek mythology and historical sources the ancient 
Georgian Kingdom of Colchis was rich in ‘gold sands’ and the natives mined 
this metal from the rivers, using special wooden vessels and sheepskins,” the 
researchers write. As a result of their geological investigation, they confirmed 
that still today in the Svaneti region, the rivers that snake down the sides of the 
mountains contain tiny particles of gold that have worn off the edges of the 
rocks.

*

In Georgia performing at Eurovision can turn singers into treasured national 
icons. The latest Eurovision star to prove the point is Sopho Khalvashi, who has 
been selected as deputy mayor of the city of Batumi. She is a well-known face 
— and voice — among our readers. Born in Batumi, she represented Georgia 
on its Eurovision debut during the Eurovision Song Contest 2007 with the song 
“Visionary Dream”—  a tweaked version of a song that was originally titled 
“My Story”. It finished in 12th position.  She took her time deciding to pursue 
her latest gig. As she said: “I had this offer for a long time, somehow I didn’t 
get the decision, I thought and I decided today. I wanna say thanks to everyone 
for the confidence. Now I can realize my plans and ideas.”  After the contest, 
she continued her musical career and even 
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worked as TV presenter. Now she assumes a new position. She will work as 
deputy mayor of the second-largest city of Georgia. Batumi is located on the 
coast of the Black Sea in the country’s southwest. It’s known as the Las Vegas of 
the Black Sea.

*

There were scenes of jubilation in Adjara last night as the leader of Georgia’s 
rebellious region capitulated and slipped quietly away.  In contrast to his 
defiant stance when crowds took to the streets to demand his resignation, 
Aslan Abashidze’s departure was swift and silent.  For some time now, Mr 
Abashidze, who was accused of running the province like a feudal lord, had 
been at odds with Mikhail Saakashvili, the charismatic Georgian President who 
led the successful, bloodless uprising against Eduard Shevardnadze last year. 
Last night a beaming Mr Saakashvili told a televised news briefing: “Aslan has 
fled. Adjara is free.” Appealing for calm, he added: “With the resignation of 
Abashidze, a new epoch begins not only in the lives of the residents of the 
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autonomous republic, but in Georgia as a whole, an epoch of democracy, of 
peace, an epoch of real unity.”
A rally of 10,000 of the Georgian President’s supporters, who had massed to 
put pressure on Mr Abashidze to resign, shouted “victory, victory”.  The former 
Adjaran leader was reported to have left for Moscow with Igor Ivanov, the 
head of the Russian Security Council, who had arrived in the Adjaran capital, 
Batumi, several hours earlier.
Initial reports said the pair slipped quietly out of the leader’s residence. His 
aircraft had left the airport before reporters arrived.

*

The town, home mostly to Russian nouveaux riches, is blocked from Moscow 
by traffic jams, but is otherwise a fine alternative to becoming the star in a 
show trial, or a victim of a summary execution on some dusty roadside.  It is a 
sprawl of narrow lanes in a pine forest, where every house hides behind a 
gigantic wall, and the lenses of closed-circuit television cameras stare blankly at 
passers-by.  Five years after Mr. Akayev was ousted, his successor, Kurmanbek 
Bakiyev, was similarly deposed in a popular uprising when protesters stormed 
the presidential palace. But he fled to Belarus, avoiding the potential 
embarrassment of the two exiles, one of whom overthrew the other, becoming 
neighbors.  Moscow’s reputation as a welcoming city for deposed autocrats 
was reinforced in 2004, when the mayor at the time, Yuri M. Luzhkov, provided 
his private jet to Aslan Abashidze, the separatist leader of the Ajaria region of 
Georgia, in a timely gesture. Federal troops had already started their advance 
into his capital city, Batumi.  Mr. Abashidze reportedly lives in Barvikha.

*

The young Joseph Stalin or ‘Koba’ (his revolutionary name – koba means 
‘indomitable’ in Turkish) continued his socialist education in Batumi jail 
between 1902 and 1903, a time when the Tsarist prisons were regarded as better 
‘universities’. Noe Zhordania and the Menshevik government fled from here, 
making it the last independent city of Georgia in 1921. Later in the Soviet 
period, Yesenin, the Russian poet who briefly married the American dancer 
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Isadora Duncan, found solace here for a few months in 1924-25. Mandelstam, 
who was arrested (ironically) as a ‘Bolshevik’, describes its gold-rush 
atmosphere then as alternately: ‘.. a filthy cauldron of exploitation and 
treachery; a dubious window on Europe for the Soviet nation.. [and] an 
enchanting semi-Oriental Mediterranean port with Turkish coffee bars, 
courteous merchants and Russian traders…’ Impatient to see the evidence for 
myself I drained my cup and headed to the centre. Very quickly Batumi lived 
up to its reputation for varied architecture – in every way except one. For 
virtually all its fine old buildings, former banks, merchants’ homes, Italian/
French shops, were neglected. Four years of war and poverty had shut down 
all maintenance. Walls were cracked, balconies sagged, windows broken. On 
the streets some manhole covers had even been stolen, then sold as scrap across 
the Turkish border, leaving gaping holes.

*

Although it was highly uncertain when or if this ‘dreamland’ would be 
realised, this did not undermine the reality of the images connected to it. 
Indeed, just like the ‘state’ projects that had been realised, Riviera had already 
been completed on postcards, illustrations in books about Batumi, and of 
course in the brochures of the Revival Party. The complex combined elements 
of leisure and affluence with architectural forms derived from neolassicism. 
The ground level consisted of a kilometer-long, five-sided colonnade that 
would provide space for shops, restaurants, and cafes. At the side where the 
complex almost touched the sea the construction of a marina had been 
planned. Inside the pentagon, above ground level, luxurious and spacious 
apartment buildings were envisioned. The individual apartments consisted of 
eight or more rooms, numbers that must have seemed fantastic to most 
ordinary Batumians. But most interesting perhaps was the portrayal of 
abundance in the sketches. Every apartment building had its own fitness centre 
and swimming pool, while the open space between the buildings was occupied 
by a subtropical heaven, an area where you could sunbathe, play tennis or 
badminton, or drink your cocktails. The people in the drawings of these future 
dreamlands are especially interesting. The women are suntanned and clad in 
sexy bikinis; some of them are portrayed with cocktails in their hands or 
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relaxing beside the swimming pool. The men are wearing dark sunglasses and 
talking on their cell phones, while they or their chauffeurs drive flashy cars of 
the latest model.

*

It seems that in Soviet times, Ajarians had come to feel like Georgians. In the 
1930s, the Soviet authorities abolished the category ‘Ajarians’ as an ethnic 
group and reclassified them as Georgians. Their religious affiliation meant less 
in a strongly secular state – and in 1929 the last uprising by Muslim clerics was 
brutally suppressed. What is more, in the 1990s, the Ajarian leader Aslan 
Abashidze secured enough political power for his autonomous republic and 
secured enough revenues from trade with neighboring Turkey to forestall any 
ideas of separation from Georgia. Autonomy worked here. Another reason for 
the lack of conflict is that Turkey, Ajaria’s old Great Power patron, did not want 
to play the Ajaria card against Georgia, while Abkhazia and South Ossetia 
could still look to Russia for support. This reveals a lot about how the idea of 
so-called ancient hatreds in the Caucasus must be taken with a pinch of salt.

*

The couples turned in graceful movements to the more melancholy than joyous 
strains of the native stringed instruments. There were war and weapon dances 
too, which gave opportunity for much address and skill, as the dancers held 
their sharp daggers to breast and throat, when a misstep or mistaken 
movement might give a serious wound. After the dancing came wrestling 
matches and foot races. When these were over, darkness was approaching, and 
the servants dispersed to prepare the lanterns of colored paper to hang about 
the verandas and grounds, and to prepare the fire-rafts which were to be 
floated down the river. While these preparations were going on, Djambek 
found opportunity to exchange a few words with Thamar. When she 
complimented him on the success of the fete he had arranged, he replied, with 
Oriental extravagance, that the honors they had tried to show her were, to his 
regret, far below what was due her rank and beauty, but that they came from 
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devoted hearts, and that this day, which had brought the queen of the fairies to 
her home, would be remembered forever in all Adjaria.

*

The truth is that Bukharin’s group is a factional group. And it is not merely a 
factional group, but – I would say – the most repulsive and pettiest of all the 
factional groups that ever existed in our Party. This is evident if only from the 
fact that it is now attempting to use for its factional aims such an insignificant 
and petty affair as the disturbances in Adjaria. In point of fact, what does the 
so-called “revolt” in Adjaria amount to in comparison with such revolts as the 
Kronstadt revolt? I believe that in comparison with this the so-called “revolt” in 
Adjaria is not even a drop in the ocean. Were there any instances of Trotskyites 
or Zinovievites attempting to make use of the serious revolt which occurred in 
Kronstadt to combat the Central Committee, the Party? It must be admitted, 
comrades, that there were no such instances. On the contrary, the opposition 
groups which existed in our Party at the time of that serious revolt helped the 
Party in suppressing it, and they did not dare to make use of it against the 
Party.

*

We moved to Kobuleti the following winter. It was another resort town, 
roughly midway between Batumi and Poti, and the town wasn’t meant for 
great things, but great things had been thrust up[on it. When Abkhazia, in the 
north, had seceded, it had taken Georgia’s best beaches with it, the ones of soft 
sand and alluring landscapes. Kobuleti’s beach was rocky, flat, and utterly 
uninspiring. But it was Kobuleti’s beach, and it was safe, and wealthy 
Muscovites and young Georgians came every summer to soak up the heat and 
wade the water. Kobuleti had responded, and now there was a resort that took 
advantage of the nearby mineral springs, two new hotels with all the amenities, 
and several flourishing boutiques and restaurants. During the high season, 
from the beginning of July until mid-September, the town was packed. Walking 
down the main street on a summer’s night, music poured from every other cafe 
and bar as each venue pulled double duty as a nightclub. During the off-
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season, though, Kobuleti shut down, turning into one of those quiet seaside 
communities that made me remember my Northern Californian youth. The 
tourists left, as did most of the attendant service workers, and everything grew 
quiet, and the world around the town contracted. Walking the rocky beach on a 
cold November morning, the sky and the Black Sea sharing the same battleship 
shade of gray, the only noise that of the water and the gulls, it could seem like 
the whole planet was nothing but a small town surrounded by pines and water.

*

I had entered Adjara, a small region of Georgia where a Georgian dialect is 
spoken and the population is mainly Muslim. Using religion to divide and 
conquer, Lenin created Adjara in July of 1921, splitting it off from the main 
body of Georgia and its Christian population. But such differences from central 
Georgia in language and religion have little to do with Adjara’s current 
autonomy. Adjara is a fairly benign criminal warlordship run by one Aslan 
Abashidze, whose power over Aslanistan, as it is locally known, is made 
possible by the customs duties he extracts on legal and illegal goods entering 
by sea or over this land border with Turkey. People pay bribes to get jobs at the 
border posts, particularly at the port of Batumi, where they shake down others 
to earn back their investment and much more. It’s like buying a taxi medallion 
and making the money back through fares. Beyond the gate I met a gang of taxi 
drivers. One grabbed my arm and threw my duffel bag into his battered Lada. 
The Lada had a cracked windshield and roof, its doors lacked handles, dark 
stains were everywhere, and onions rolled back and forth on the floor beneath 
my creaking seat as the vehicle lurched over deep potholes. The car smelled of 
leaking oil and diesel fumes. “Georgia beautiful, yes!” the driver exclaimed.  
“Yes,” I replied. Looking up at the mountains all around, I had to admit it was.

*

The viticulture and winemaking practices have been developing quite rapidly 
in the Adjara region. Five or ten years ago it was hard to imagine that local 
farmers would start planting vineyards or that new competitive wine 
companies would be established. Indeed, vine-growers have been showing 
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interest in Adjarian indigenous varietals, which makes it possible that in the 
course of 2-3 years, the wines made from Satsuri, Mekrenchkhi, Brola, Butko 
and many other grapes will appear on the market. Today, the most common 
varietals of Adjarian viticulture include: Chkhaveri and Tsolikouri, also 
Ojaleshi, Aladasturi and Satsuri (which is the synonym for Satsuravi). 
Interestingly, among all these grapes, Satsuri is the only indigenous varietal of 
Adjara region. The rest of the grape varieties were spread throughout the 
region from the neighbouring regions (Imereti, Guria, Samegrelo) in the 
beginning of the 20th century and soon became popular due to their practical 
qualities. In recent years, first, Adjarian Wine House and later, Kakhetian 
Traditional Winemaking companies have played an active role in the revival of 
viticulture in the Adjara region. These companies started to pay local vine-
growers relatively higher prices for Chkhaveri grapes – 3-4 GEL per kilogram. 
This fact encouraged farmers and many families to start planting vineyards of 
Chkhaveri grapes. Grafting practices in agriculture have also been rekindled.

*

On our way to the Hotel Sputnik, Batumi’s demise became apparent. 
Previously a fortified prize of the Romans and Ottomans, the city had once 
been Russia’s biggest oil port. Now it was on its knees. The splintering of the 
Soviet Union had seen the collapse of the welfare system and subsidized 
industry. Buses lay abandoned by the roadside having run out of diesel. Cattle 
grazed on the street while there were goats on the balconies of high-rise 
apartments. Waiting on our bags, I mentioned to McCann that I’d never seen 
poverty like it. “I don’t know about that,” he said. “There people should be 
manufacturing.” Fergus didn’t do sympathy. Yet amid the squalor the black 
economy was booming. As we took some sun at the hotel, a top-of-the-range 
Mercedes glided into the car park. Four Versace-clad spivs took the table next 
to us. Next thing a litre bottle of vodka was put in front of us, a gift from the 
mob. On the label was a picture of Georgia’s president Eduard Shevardnadze, 
whom they wanted us to toast. Such requests are never a problem for Scottish 
hacks, and eventually the tables were pushed together in the interests of 
detente. Fine, until a well-oiled member of our group got aggressive with our 
hosts, jabbing a finger into the face of one. In the best traditions of the mafia 
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this guy pulled a silver revolver from his inside pocket, saying, “Please sit 
down while you have the chance.” Game over.

*

This is a meal in itself – a luscious, cheesy, eggy, buttery bath to dip the edges 
of the bread into. I got the original recipe from Arkady Petrosyan, a master 
acharuli bread-maker from Batumi on the Black Sea coast. he used an 
incredibly fresh Imeretian cheese that I found was impossible to source outside 
Georgia but that you can make yourself. Yotam Ottolenghi uses a mixture of 
ricotta, halloumi and feta, which works a treat, while Nigella Lawson favours 
feta, mozzarella and ricotta and Felicity Cloake in The A-Z of Eating opts for 
hard mozzarella and feta. I have tried it with my beloved Ogleshield instead of 
halloumi and its mild dairiness was closer to the oroginal. If you can’t find it, 
try a 2:1 ratio of Edam and Cheddar instead.

Makes 6

DOUGH
7g (1/4 oz) fast-action dried yeast
2 tablespoons granulated sugar
200 ml (1/3 pint) lukewarm water)
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450g (1lb) organic white bread flour,
plus extra for dusting
10g (1/4oz) fine sea salt.

FILLING

100g (7 1/2oz) full-fat twarog or ricotta cheese
250g (9oz) Ogleshield or raclette
250g (9oz) feta cheese, crumbled
10g (1/4oz) unsalted butter, sliced into six pieces
6 small eggs, plus 1 egg yolk
4 whole eggs (or egg yolks)

*

*

The village elders sit on long wooden benches facing a succession of houses 
scattered across a mountain slope in front of them. Some of them, with arms 
propped up on the fence, look outward at an open space between two peaks. A 
stage is being set up in the field. Several days of rain covered the entire village 
in mud. A wrestling area encircled by white tape is full of small puddles. A 
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group of equestrians appear across the narrow river on the main road. The 
horses are being prepared for a race. The engagement and wedding season 
begins on Shuamta Day. After the horse race, in the midst of an enchanting 
feast, a bride and groom festively attired and mounted on horses will gallantly 
trot down to a road packed dry by hooves. “We have an older bride this year, 
she’s twenty-five years old,” a thin girl wearing a gray dress and headscarf tells 
me with a smile. “I was fifteen,” she says, as she corrals the two-year-old son 
by her side, grabbing his arm so he doesn’t escape onto the horse track.

*

The traveller who lands at Batumi and proceeds by train to the Georgian 
capital of Tbilisi traverses in a span of two hundred and eighteen miles almost 
every conceivable variety of scenery and vegetation. Situated at the foot of a 
semi-circular range of cliffs rising steeply from the sea, Batumi has a high 
rainfall and humid climate which favours the growth of lush sub-tropical 
plants and trees. The lowlands of the adjoining Ajarian ASSR (Atchara) are rich 
alluvial flats, enriched by streams heavy with fertile loam. For some miles after 
leaving Batumi station, the railway runs through forests of magnolia and blue 
hydrangea, and there are many flourishing plantations of tea and citrus fruits. 
At Samtredia Junction the Batumi line joins the main line from Sukhumi, Sochi, 
Tuapse and the North-west Caucasus. Further up the main line, there is a 
branch down to the Black Sea port of Poti. Before the war of 1877-78 and the 
Russian acquisition of Batumi, Poti was the terminus of the Transcaucasian 
railway; it was then little more than a swamp with a few huts built on piles, 
amidst which frogs kept up a cheerful chorus of croaks, and was noted for its 
pestiferous, malarial climate. Today, Poti is a modern port, with extensive 
harbour installations.

*

In the spring of 2004, Adjaria, its capital city of Batumi and the ruling 
Abashidze clan found themselves in the eye of the storm generated by the Rose 
Revolution. Adjaria, located in the southwestern corner of Georgia along the 
Turkish border, had developed into a separate, autonomous administrative 
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entity. Unlike Abkhazia and South Ossetia, Adjaria had not demanded 
independence from Georgia, but it nonetheless enjoyed a high degree of 
economic and administrative independence. Shevardnadze and Aslan 
Abashidze, the leder of Adjaria, had quietly agreed to this so-called autonomy 
in exchanged for Abashidze’s neutrality during Georgia’s political upheavals in 
the 1990s. As a result, Adjaria stopped paying revenues to the central budget, 
introduced its own system of customs and tax collection (all going to the 
Abashidze family) , and installed road blocks at his borders to control the 
movement of people and goods and extract payments. He controlled Adjaria’s 
economy, police and security forces, as well as its mass media, to include the 
television station. Adjaria’s traditional wealth came from its access to the Black 
Sea and possession of an oil terminal used for the transfer of oil coming from 
Azerbaijan to other parts of the world. Its position along the Turkish border 
also provided a unique opportunity for cross-border transactions, mainly illicit. 
A narrow coastal road connecting Adjaria with Turkey was easy to control and 
constituted one of the main contraband routes in the area.

*

I heard many times of women’s abductions when I was living in the village. 
And of course, I never thought that it was a good thing, but I also didn’t know 
it was illegal. They never taught us anything about it at school, there was no 
literature about it. When we moved to Batumi I didn’t study it there either. 
Then I was abducted; and I found out about it. I went through two wars in 
August 2008 — one national and the other personal. The day I learned I’d been 
accepted into the Department of Law at university, a car stopped in front of me 
as I was coming back home from the beach. There was a person who was in 
love with me and four others backing him up. They forced me into the car. No 
one asked me whether I wanted to get in or not, whether I would choose this. 
No one cared about my crying, yelling, my tears, begging, or threats. They took 
me to the mountains; no one would find me there. Halfway down the road, we 
reached another area of Adjara, Shuakhevi. I recognised it because my village 
was in the same region. I also noticed a police car. I reached the window and 
started screaming for help, but they shut my mouth in a matter of seconds. I 
heard the driver saying that it was the 14th or 15th time he was involved in 
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bridenapping, and all of them ended “happily”: everyone screams in the 
beginning, but in the end they end up creating families. I promised myself that 
I would be the exception.

*

From the second half of August until the middle of October, more than a 
million birds fly along a narrow, 10km migration corridor in the sky to warmer 
countries.  More than 35 different kinds of birds travel this route, some of 
which are rare predatory birds. They fly in the direction of Africa for winter, 
and along their way have to overcome a number of difficulties.  In order to 
study avian migration, hundreds of tourists come to Adjara, including 
specialists and amateurs of the animal world. This is already the tenth year that 
they came to Adjara, after a unique, migration corridor for birds was opened.  
In addition to science and knowledge, birdwatchers bring money, and 
birdwatching is becoming a fast-growing tourism industry in the Black Sea 
region. There are several observation posts in Adjara – in Chaisubani village, at 
the Mtirala National park, at Ispani swamp and at the delta of the Chorokhi. 
The main point is a 20 minute ride from Batumi to the village of Sakhalvasho. 
An observation platform is erected 300 metres above sea-level towards the end 
of the summer and the beginning of autumn. A sea of tourists flood into the 
country beginning from 17 August to 17 October in order to watch the bird 
migration. In Adjara, one can see more than 35 different kinds of predatory 
birds – five kinds of eagles, owls, buzzards, kites, vultures and others.

*

In parallel with the Marioba and Shuamtoba festivals, “festival” traits have 
been attributed to another element of Georgian traditional culture – the 
tradition of bull fights, which had a ritual nature before being turned into a 
festival. Ethnographic materials clearly indicate that the rules of bull fights and 
of men against bulls are present in several historical-ethnographic areas of 
Georgia (Svaneti, Racha, Adjara, Meskheri and Tao-Klarjeti). Bull fights are part 
of the traditional Georgian culture and were performed within the framework 
of several rituals. In previous times, bull fights were organized in various 
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Georgian festivals, but this tradition is currently only followed in Svaneti 
(during Easter Week), in the Adjara Mountains and in the historical Tao-Klarjeti 
area, though nowadays the tradition of bull fights in these areas too has 
features of a competition. Aside from several mountainous villages, bull fights 
mainly occur within the framework of “festivals” and are no longer part of a 
ritual.

*

*
Georgia’s newest concert venue has opened with an energetic performance by 
one of America’s leading pop stars, Christina Aguilera. The American singer-
songwriter performed more than a dozen of her top hits in a concert that 
celebrated the official opening of the new Black Sea concert venue on July 30.  
Located in west Georgia on the Black Sea coastline, the new concert hall was 
filled to its 8,700 capacity with Aguilera fans. About 200 million GEL ($93m/
€83m) was invested in the Black Sea Arena, which boasts a retractable ceiling 
and modern infrastructure.  Aguilera – the winner of five Grammy Awards and 
one Latin Grammy Award for her vocal performances – sang 16 of her most 
popular songs at Saturday night’s show.  One of the highlights of the show for 
the local audience was when Aguilera invited Georgian ensemble Batumi on 
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stage and encouraged them to serenade her with a Georgian folk song.  “I want 
to share with you something that’s very special to me. I feel so much love here 
and I appreciate that so much. I had the privilege to hear some very special 
vocalists; they came out and sang for me and my music family. So tonight I 
wanted them to come and perform for you as well so you can experience these 
gorgeous, gorgeous, gorgeous voices,” said the pop star as she invited Batumi 
on stage.

*

Russia’s Pervy kanal (Channel One) has aired a report titled “Georgia’s Adjara is 
becoming a Turkish region.”   The report makes avid use of anti-Turkish 
stereotypes that both Russian propaganda and several Georgian media aspects 
have formulated in recent years. The anchor of the Sunday programme titled 
“Tolstoy. Sunday”, is an MP in the Duma and one of the main Kremlin 
propagandists, Petr Tolstoy, and claims that while American politicians have 
‘inserted hostility against Russian tourists in Georgia’ and Georgia is calling 
Russia an occupier, Turkey has practically occupied Georgia’s border region of 
Adjara.  “Tensions are growing between the regions still remaining in Georgia,” 
a voiceover says in the programme.   The plot focuses on how Tbilisi is losing 
control of Batumi, since Ankara has almost appropriated everything in Adjara 
by the expansion of religion and other allegedly impressive means.  “Turkish 
troops have already crossed the border of Georgia,” the story says.  The 
shooting took place in Adjara and its author is an ethnic Georgian, Giorgi 
Olisashvili, who claims:  “Kutaisi Street in Batumi is a rapidly growing into a 
Turkish quarter. There are dozens of the same type of cafes with a simple 
scheme: the owner lives in Turkey, a Turkish supervisor is on the ground, the 
customers are Turkish while only the waitresses are local.”  The report goes on 
to say that Adjara has already lost one of its most important infrastructure 
bases:    “Batumi International Airport was built by a Turkish company, and is 
operated by a Turkish company as a Turkish domestic airport. And the Turks 
who come here don’t need a passport.”  The programme claims that Batumi 
has turned into a gambling haven for Turks:   “Ankara has long closed the 
gambling business, and therefore some Turks are building casinos here, while 
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others come just to play. By the standards of a conservative Turkish province, 
Batumi is the Black Sea Las Vegas. ”

*

The city of Batumi on Georgia's Black Sea coast is bracing for a tourism boom 
after winning the 2019 title of "Europe’s Leading Emerging Tourism 
Destination" at the prestigious World Travel Awards.  In recent years, the 
region has attracted significant investment. And the results are clearly visible.  
The summer season has just begun but already tourist figures are breaking 
records. Dozens of new hotels have appeared along the coast and the number 
of international visitors in Batumi has almost doubled since the beginning of 
this year.  It’s also gaining a reputation as a centre of youth culture.  Joseph, a 
young street-artist, believes his city has much more to offer.  He’s confident that 
soon Batumi will be a focal point for creative youth and compete on an equal 
footing with the capital, Tbilisi.  “You can see how the city has changed on a 
cultural level - cinema, theatre, music, poetry, architecture, art etc," he told 
Focus. "Batumi is in a constant state of development and we are able to create 
new trends in the cultural life of the city.”  In Georgia new cultural trends are 
closely intertwined with the country’s rich traditions and history.  It’s no 
surprise that Georgian polyphonic singing was recognised as Intangible 
Cultural Heritage by UNESCO.  Add to this the region’s beautiful and diverse 
landscapes and you get a fuller picture of Adjara and its tourism potential.
You can head straight from the beach to the mountains and picturesque valleys. 
It's all possible in Adjara, thanks to its unique ecosystem.  Tornike Rijvadze, 
Chairman of the Government of Adjara, told Focus: "Ecotourism is actually one 
of the greatest opportunities we’ve got here. Our agencies work very hard to 
find new directions. We expect to have quite a successful season this year.” 

*
Have you ever spent the night inside a soviet-era sewing factory? I have.  
Number eight Egnate Ninoshvili Street, a hulking industrial building located a 
few blocks from the Marjanishvili metro station in central Tbilisi, was indeed a 
womenswear factory in a previous life. When the Soviet Union dissolved in the 
90s, the factory was shuttered and the building abandoned. Decades later, 
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architects from local firm MUA joined forces with the Adjara Group (Rooms 
Tbilisi, Rooms Kazbegi) to breathe new life into the factory, transforming it into 
a multi-purpose creative space and hostel/suites. Fabrika opened to guests in 
July 2016 and has quickly made a name for itself not only as the best hostel in 
Tbilisi, but also as a creative hub for locals.  This beautiful relic of Georgia’s 
soviet past located in one of the city’s oldest districts is now used as a cafe, bar, 
live music venue, co-working space, artist studio – you name it. Fabrika is all 
about fostering fresh ideas and creativity, but it doesn’t deny its history. 
Original fixtures and salvaged furniture are portals into the building’s past. 
Black-and-white prints sourced from Tbilisi’s archives that depict soviet factory 
scenes are the perfect accessory to a modern interior.  The concept of Fabrika – 
taking a crumbling building and giving it back to the community as a 
functional space – is part of a wider trend that’s happening in Tbilisi right now. 
‘Every hipster in this city dreams of buying a warehouse and doing it up’, one 
local told me when I asked her about it. The founders of MUA put it this way 
in an interview in April 2016:  If “the project succeeds…the owners of frozen 
and nonfunctional buildings will be encouraged to give them a new life. The 
city will benefit. Such buildings will not be demolished anymore…”

*
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I have been in Georgia as a long time as a non-Georgian.  Georgian people 
themselves don't like Nightlife. I used to walk past many places on a Friday 
Night before July (peak tourism) and the top rated restaurants and bars were 
empty. Today they are doing moderately well but inside are Russian customers 
and other nationalities…  Nightlife options are Restaurants open until 
Midnight (sometimes 1 am or 2 am)  Thai Massage and Gambling are open 
until 2 AM I think but I don't know because I don't go inside.  I went into a 
disco a few times but I was ripped off on the cover and inside were just middle-
aged Turkish men dancing by themselves (and prostitutes in the corner waiting 
for customers).  My verdict is Batumi is no Barcelona but Barcelona is a 1st tier 
famous city and Batumi is more like a countryside city. Batumi probably has an 
amazing nightlife if we are comparing it to other countryside cities around the 
world but if you're someone who loves world class nightlife I think you might 
be disappointed here.

*

In the village of Garetke, in Adjara’s Merisi gorge, there live 94-year-old Zekie 
and 95-year-old Hasan Turmanidzes, a couple who share their house with their 
children and grandchildren. The story of this couple is particularly interesting 
because they have been living together for 76 years and leave 162 descendants 
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to this world: 8 children, 37 grandchildren, 86 great-grandchildren and 31 
great-great-grandchildren. Batumelebi.netgazeti.ge reports:  "As it has recently 
turned out, Georgian Records Federation has got interested with this elderly 
couple as well. Jason Turmanidze, one of their children, says several days ago 
someone from the Federation contacted them and said they were going to visit 
Hasan and Zakie. Until then, Turmanidzes plan to gather and take some family 
photos.  ‘They called and asked me to send them my parents’ marriage 
certificate. We found it in archived documents and sent it immediately. As I 
was told, they will visit us soon and they plan to induct Zakie and Hassan into 
the Guiness Book of Records’, - Jason Turmanidze says.  The President of the 
Georgian Records Federation David Begiashvili says 76 years is the longest 
period spent in marriage in Georgian recorded history, but universally the 
record is held by others and it is 86 years.  Zekie Dumbadze was born in the 
village of Medzibna in 1920 and after marrying Hasan, took his last name - 
Turmanidze.  ‘I was 20 and she was 19 when we married’, - Hasan says, - ‘From 
then on we have always been together’.

*

Your return to Mother Georgia, dear Adjaria, meant more than the mere 
restoration of territory. It was also the hope of a hope of other, greater 
restorations. I believe there is no celebration that is closer to us or more 
precious than this return. I believe, therefore, that this day of your rebirth - the 
day of reunion forever more with Mother Georgia - ought to be made part of 
the Georgian calendar every year and that this date should always be solemnly 
observed. You have travelled a long, difficult, dark-enshrouded path, dear 
Adjaria, torn from your mother’s breast, conquered, taken captive, insulted and 
injured, 300 years of hopelessness and helpless enslavement. Mother Georgia 
groaned because she lacked the power to extent to you the helping hand. And 
you were not alone in being torn from the bosom of your motherland! Tao, 
Shavsheti, Erusheti and Klardzheti with their churches of Oshki, Khakhuli, and 
Tbeti, the first and most sublime centers of our spiritual culture and numerous 
other fortresses and cathedrals, our ancient Georgian shrines and centers of 
enlightenment, are all still silent, gazing upon you and longing for your fate, 
dear Adjaria!
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*

The case to be heard on this particular occasion was an appeal: a certain 
merchant of Osurgety had committed adultery, and in consequence of his 
offence two homes had been broken up. He had been summoned before the 
Naradny Sud some time ago and condemned to perpetual boycott - the highest 
penalty it could inflict; now, after undergoing the boycott for several weeks, he 
was appealing to his judges to have it withdrawn. He was sa tall man about 
forty years of age, his expression very sad and melancholy, his hair and beard 
just tinged with grey. “I admit my sin,” he declared, “and the justice of your 
punishment; but I am deeply penitent, and swear in future to lead a reformed 
and virtuous life. The sufferings I have undergone since you boycotted me 
have been so great, so unbearable, that it would have been better if you had 
killed me outright. I am lost, ruined beyond hope, unless you relent, and I have 
come to ask you to forgive me and withdraw the boycott.”

*

I became an overnight expert on Adjara, picking up indispensable tips such as 
where it is located on a map (it’s an autonomous region onside Georgia, 
abutting the Black Sea). The tour books claim Adjara once was a “Soviet 
playground,” even though “playful Soviets” is an oxymoron on a par with 
“British delicacy” or “Iraqi hospitality”. My delegation flew to London, where 
we were met by the plane of Adjaran president Aslan Abashidze, who was 
kind enough to send his belching YAK 42, complete with gash in the fueslage 
and crack in the windshield. The pilots showed off modified versions of The 
Barrel Roll and The Death Spiral, when one wasn’t groping a stewardess who 
shared his jump seat. When we landed in the dark on a pothole-filled runway, 
Abashidze himself was there to greet us. Five-foot-four, and a dead ringer for 
the actor Richard Harris, he and a fleet of men in black leather jackets gave us 
warm Adjaran welcome. He’s a friendly sort, but extremely security-conscious, 
having survived at least 14 assassination attempts, some more credible than 
others (after suffering a heart attack, he claimed it had been caused by a camera 
that emitted electro-magnetic waves).  We were deposited at our “resort hotel” 
- a model of post-Soviet architecture and efficiency. What wasn’t peeling was 
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crumbling. What wasn’t crumbling, was broken. The elevator couldn’t fit both 
you and your bags. The phones couldn’t make long distance calls, or short 
distance calls, or even room-to-room. The radiators were just for show, so I 
slept in a down puffer and a ski hat. The tennis court had no net, the pool table 
no balls or cues.  The “diving center” had no scuba gear, though it did have a 
live chicken.

*

For Burnell, solitude was welcome. He regretted only that he had ben foolish 
enough to allow his cameras to be stolen. He reproached himself for his 
incurable gullibility. Monty Butterworth had deceived him all too easily. 
Stephanie - had she been here - might have asked why the church of 
Ghvtismshobeli was set in such a remote place. But churches were occasionally 
built to demarcate the frontiers of a king’s domain. Ghvtismshobeli was 
delighted to serve that function in the sixteenth century. King Zrze, ruled of 
what later became the Adjara Autonomous Region, was a sworn enemy of the 
Turk. Zrze commissioned the church to be erected to mark the extreme 
southwestern point of his small kingdom. On one side of it, the northern, lay 
Lake Tskavani; to the south lay the expanding empires of the Mohammedan 
faith.

*

An unlikely spot in Eastern Europe is being tipped as the continent’s top 
emerging tourist destination.  Sub-tropical climate, lush green mountains and a 
shimmering Black Sea coastline are some of the reasons why more international 
tourists are choosing Batumi, Georgia as a European summer holiday 
destination. The coastal resort, which sits in the shadow of the Caucasus 
mountains, is Georgia’s second-largest city and its summer holiday capital. It’s 
being tipped for a surge in tourism over the next few years and was just named 
Europe’s top emerging tourist destination at the at the World Travel Awards 
(WTA) ceremony held in Madeira, Portugal on 8 June. Other winners include St 
Petersburg in Russia which was voted Europe’s leading city destination and 
Portugal which was voted Europe’s leading destination.  Industry professionals 
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and consumers worldwide voted for Batumi ahead of Baku (Azerbaijan), Derry 
(Northern Ireland), Kutna Hora (Czech Republic), Ljubliana (Slovenia), Matera 
(Italy), Mostar (Bosnia and Herzegovina) and Sofia (Bulgaria) in the leading 
emerging tourism destination category. According to WTA organisers, “the 
captivating mix of Belle Époque meets contemporary splendour helped 
Batumi, Georgia, lift the title.”  In Georgia’s foremost holiday destination, 
Western European, Ottoman and Russian architectural styles play foil to the 
new wave of upscale hotels and Monte Carlo-style casinos. Batumi underwent 
a major facelift in 2010 to become a hip resort that would attract a new 
generation of travellers after it fell into decline during the 80s and 90s. The 
project succeeded and Batumi is now booming, particularly in summer, thanks 
to the construction of new high-rise landmarks and the renovation of the Old 
Town.  What’s more, it’s a great place for nature lovers. Batumi boasts one of 
the world’s largest botanical gardens, Batumi Botanical Garden, a place where 
you could easily spend the entire day strolling through citrus groves and 
scented rose gardens before taking a dip in the pool.

*

Jessie J, an English singer, and songwriter will visit Georgia this summer. Her 
concert will take place at Black Sea Arena in Shekvetili, Guria (located on the 
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eastern Black Sea coast) on the 6th of August. The event is supported by Check 
in Georgia. Jessica Ellen Cornish was born and raised in London. She began her 
career on stage, aged 11, with a role in the West End musical Whistle Down the 
Wind. Jessie J has released the albums Who You Are, Alive, Sweet Talker. She 
has sold over 20 million singles and 3 million albums worldwide.  Jessie J is not 
the only star who’s performing at Black Sea Arena this summer. Black Eyed 
Peas, an American musical group will also visit Georgia on the 16th of June. 
The Black Eyed Peas consists of rappers will.i.am, apl.de.ap, and Taboo. In the 
beginning, the group was established as an alternative hip hop group and 
subsequently changed their musical sound to pop and dance-pop music.

*

According to the press service of the Ministry of Finance and Economy of the 
Autonomous Republic of Adjara (Georgia), a football stadium for $ 40 million 
will be built in the Georgian resort town of Batumi.  Such an initiative should 
contribute not only to the development of the sports infrastructure of the 
region but also to allow football matches to be held in the city, capable of 
attracting both fans from Georgia itself and tourists from other countries. It 
should be canceled that all possible assistance from the authorities to holding 
various events in Adjara that can popularize this region among investors and 
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tourists has long become a visiting card of the republic. In Adjara, there are 
regularly held music festivals and concerts of world-famous stars. The cost of 
the cheapest tickets for concerts of stars of the same scale as Prodigy, 
Aerosmith, Busta Rhymes, Katie Melua, Goran Bregovic, JAMES BLUNT and 
many others was about $ 20, thanks to subsidies from the budget of similar 
events. This policy, combined with the active development of Batumi as a sea 
resort, provides a constant influx of tourists both to Adjara and to Georgia in 
particular. Now the Adjarian authorities, with the assistance of the Georgian 
state authorities, are stepping up the development of sports.  The stadium will 
correspond to the IV category of UEFA and the international standards 
accepted for such facilities.  The commencement of construction will mark the 
ceremony of laying a memorial capsule. Zurab Pataradze, Chairman of the 
Government of Adjara Autonomous Republic, Ramaz Bolkvadze, Minister of 
Economy and Finance, other officials, famous sportsmen and football fans will 
take part in the ceremony.

*

There are 2 ways to find Beautiful Georgian Local Girls.  If you have enough 
time to roam around the city, you will have great chance to meet with local 
Georgian girls. They are at parks, cafes and even they might be working in the 
markets. Just you need to do is “Talk”. Don’t worry; Georgian ladies are not 
that rude. If they like you (probably they will, because you are foreigner) they 
will respond you in a polite way. Once you get little exercises on chatting, 
invite her somewhere for a drink or a dinner. If she is working, tell directly that 
you can wait and pick her up after she finishes her duty. That’s easy as it is 
guys.  Second way is a little costly but has great chance to Meet Hot Georgian 
Local Girls. As we have talked about how fast and enjoyable Batumi nightlife 
of which you need to do is jump into a nightclub and settle down a table.  In 
nightclubs, you can book a table and order a bottle of vodka or any bottle you 
wish to drink, later girls will come around your table even you don’t ask for it. 
They will probably ask for drink with you. If you like her, kindly accept her 
offer and start drinking together. If you don’t like the girl that visited your 
table, refuse them in a polite way.  You should make a deal about the price 
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before accepting girl to the table. This is important to avoid troubles later. Don’t 
worry, this is not happening occasionally but being vigilant will be safe for you.

*

*

*

*

On August 25, the municipality of Khulo in the Adjara region held Khulo Fest. 
The event was organized by the Khulo local action group (LAG), in cooperation 
with Khulo’s City Hall, with the support of the European Union and Caritas 
Czech Republic in Georgia (CCRG). On a warm Saturday afternoon, in front of 
the Khulo Drama Theater, members of the public gathered for an exhibition of 
local products for sale and sampling. The festival aimed to promote local 
products and handicrafts such as paintings, souvenirs, decorative trinkets, 
hand-knit socks, and agricultural products. There was even a corn on the cob-
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eating contest. A total of 19 local farmers and artisans had exhibits at the 
festival. Local tourism providers also offered attendees information on different 
regional sights and things to do in the area. The town’s main draw for tourists 
is its cable car. Due to the mountainous terrain, getting from one village to 
another can be a challenge by foot, car, or horse, so a cable car was installed by 
the Soviets to improve accessibility. The cable car connects Khulo with the 
village of Tago. Another interesting aspect of Khulo municipality is that the 
majority of the population is Muslim, adopted during the Ottoman rule of the 
area in the 16th – 19th centuries. Beautiful 19th century mosques can be found 
tucked in the mountains and valleys of mountainous Adjara. Khulo Fest was 
attended by tourists and local residents, along with representatives of the 
Ministry of Agriculture of Adjara, UNDP, and local government 
representatives. Visitors were treated to performances by local folk dancing 
groups: Argineti, Mermisi, Khikhani, Bermukha, Khomli, and Khulo, and 
musical entertainment from local bands Sound Lab, Groovephonics, and DJ 
Chiki/Rezi. The other main entertainment was the stunning view of Argineti 
Mountain, serving as the backdrop for the festival.

*
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AN illuminated tower soars above the clear Black Sea and the mist-covered 
Caucasus mountains surrounding the port town of Batumi, Georgia.  Its night 
lights flood the skyline, revealing a new building that contrasts with the 19th-
century facades of the old town and casting a warm glow over a palm tree-
lined promenade of strolling lovers and giggling families. The majestic 
structure — the tallest on the sea’s coast — calls to mind a mosque, a library or 
a museum.  But, as I discovered when I entered the marble-floored lobby this 
summer, the building was a much more unexpected cultural treasure: an $80 
million, 203-room Sheraton hotel, which opened in June and became Batumi’s 
first international brand hotel. Modeled on the lighthouse of Alexandria, Egypt, 
built by Alexander the Great, it is a beacon of what Batumi aspires to become.  
A once-decrepit resort town 12 miles from the Turkish border, Batumi is 
undergoing a frenzied facelift. As recently as four years ago, water and 
electricity were sporadic, functioning sewage disposal did not exist and peeling 
paint marred most historic buildings in the town’s Belle Époque quarter. Not 
only have those issues been resolved, but the town has also renovated dozens 
of Old Town buildings and completed a swanky extension to its four-mile 
oceanside walkway as part of a $103.9 million government investment into 
infrastructure. A host of upmarket restaurants and nightclubs have opened, as 
have three Monte Carlo-inspired casinos. And Air Batumi started in June, 
offering flights between the Georgian capital Tbilisi and Batumi with plans to 
serve other cities in the region.

*

An art form that was once shunned by mainstream society and classed as 
vandalism is now being embraced in a coastal Georgian town and celebrated in 
a festival. In the quaint Black Sea coastal town of Batumi street art is blooming.  
Wherever you look you’re bound to see an odd mix of traditional graffiti that 
clashes with stencil art or colourful 3D chalk drawings that engross and 
entertain the public. What’s more is that in the city’s most unexpected places 
you can find many abstract things; attempts at art, excerpts from works of 
literature and eternal words of wisdom sketched onto street walls.  At the most 
unexpected places you can stumble across many abstract things, attempts at art 
or excerpts from works of literature.  One of the most striking creations is a 
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piece of 3D street art depicting the traditional tale of Jason of the Argonauts 
removing the Golden Fleece after overcoming the sleepless dragon with a 
potion, given by Princess Medea. Georgia has long been associated with the 
legend of Jason and the Argonauts, who ventured to Colchis (modern day 
Georgia) to retrieve the Golden Fleece.  For Batumi, a city that embraces 
modernism, is the home of a new festival dedicated to graphics and urban art.

*

One night last spring, Amiran Chaduneli, a flea-market trader in the ex-Soviet 
Republic of Georgia, met with two strangers on a bridge at the edge of 
Kobuleti, a small town on the country’s Black Sea coast. Over the phone, the 
men had introduced themselves as foreigners—one Turkish, the other Russian
—and they were looking for an item so rare on the black market that it tends to 
be worth more, ounce for ounce, than gold. Chaduneli knew where to get it. He 
didn’t know that his clients were undercover cops.  From the bridge, he took 
them to inspect the merchandise at a nearby apartment where his acquaintance 
had been storing it: a lead box about the size of a smartphone, containing a few 
pounds of radioactive uranium, including small amounts of the weapons-grade 
material known as uranium-235. The stash wasn’t nearly enough to make a 
nuclear weapon. But if packed together with high explosives, these metallic 
lumps could produce what’s known as a dirty bomb—one that could poison 
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the area around the blast zone with toxic levels of radiation.  In the popular 
culture, the dealers who traffic in such cargo are usually cast as lords of war 
with tailored suits and access to submarines. The reality is much less cinematic. 
According to police records reviewed by TIME in Tbilisi, the Georgian capital, 
Chaduneli’s associates in the attempted uranium sale last spring included 
construction workers and scrap-metal traders. Looking at the sunken cheeks 
and lazy left eye in his mug shot, it seems improbable that lousy capers like this 
one could rise to the level of a national-security threat. But the ease of acquiring 
ingredients for a dirty bomb is precisely what makes them so worrying. When 
the heat became more oppressive, we went first by sea to Illori, and then to 
Redut-Kale in the marshy land of Mingrelia. From Redut-Kale we rode on 
horseback along the strand to Poti and St Nicholas, and collected the plants of 
this detestable coast. The whole tract from Poti to St Nicholas, is an immense 
forest of Buxus sempervircus, which infects the air with its offensive smell. From 
St Nicholas we turned to the left, and established our head quarters at Osurgeli, 
for the purpose of investigating the Adsharsian chain, which extends from 
Kobuleti to Suram. What is called the road to this mountain chain, the highest 
summit of which is named Kutzistapa (Man’s head), is a cliff formed by 
running water, and it leads up by thirty terrace-like landing places, to the 
plateau. We went this way six times; built at the top a hut of beams of Pinus 
Orientalis; remained three weeks near the line of snow, subject to great 
privations - and visited the Achalzik chain, and the sources of the Kur. Here 
Dollinger was attacked by an intermittent fever - and my servant caught a 
nervous fever - I myself a slow fever. Our predecessor, the diligent Szowitz, 
here caught a putrid fever, which proved fatal to him.

*

“My parents are from Batumi, so for me it is a city with a special charm and 
magic. I was very little when my family moved to the UK, but we have been 
visiting Georgia almost every year since then. The best memories of my 
childhood are associated with summer holidays and the fun we used to have 
during our trips to truly breathtakingly beautiful places. We would arrive in 
Tbilisi and drive to Batumi, and  even though it took half a day, I absolutely 
loved the ritual. I had something to look froward to, half way through, in 
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Rikoti Gorge. Then we’d stop by a roadside cafe to find a wooden table under 
the shade of big trees by the river and have the most delicious mtsvadi, meat 
barbeque, that the locals make right there, in front of you. We would rest and 
continue our journey through the beautiful green scenery. Just remembering 
those days fills me with tranquillity and peace. Apart from swimming, 
sunbathing, and playing cards on the beach, the Black Sea has its own seaside 
rituals. There are old women selling freshly boiled, steaming hot corn. They are 
mouthwateringly moist: you put some salt on top and bite as you watch the 
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sunset. Hut what I loved most was eating sunflower seeds on the beach. In the 
West they are sold peeled and packed, this kind of kills the ritual. In Georgia 
you shell each tiny, black, fried-in-salt sunflower seed as you talk and eat them 
one after the other. It is so addictive sometimes that it’s impossible to stop.   
Often we would go to have picnics by the waterfalls near Batumi. Take a big 
watermelon with you, put it under the waterfall to col, and eat it in the open. 
It’s truly heavenly.”

*

In 1905 Russian photographer Sergei Mikhailovich Prokudin-Gorskii (1863–
1944) traveled and photographed extensively in the Caucasus region. In March 
1912 he returned to Georgia, where he photographed the dramatic landscape 
and architecture found in the mountainous interior as well as resorts along the 
Black Sea coast. Of special interest to him was the southern region of Ach’ara, 
near the Turkish border, with its major port city of Batumi. Conquered by the 
Ottomans in 1547, Batumi was taken in 1878 by Russian and Georgian forces 
during the Russo-Turkish War (1877–78). The city became part of the Russian 
Empire following the Treaty of San Stefano and served as a duty-free port as 
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well as a favored resort location on the Black Sea. The development of Batumi 
was accelerated by the completion in 1900 of a railroad and oil pipeline from 
Baku on the Caspian Sea, where the Nobel brothers (Alfred, Ludvig, and 
Robert) had extensive oil fields. Seen in this image are two skiffs beached on 
the shore of Batumi Bay. In the background are hills that lie along the northern 
edge of Batumi. Prokudin-Gorskii used a special color photography process to 
create a visual record of the Russian Empire in the early 20th century. Some of 
his photographs date from about 1905, but the bulk of his work is from 
between 1909 and 1915, when, with the support of Tsar Nicholas II and the 
Ministry of Transportation, he undertook extended trips through many 
different parts of the empire.
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KHUZESTAN

Khuzestan Province is one of the 31 provinces of Iran. It is one of the 31 
provinces of Iran.  It is in the southwest of the country, bordering Iraq and the 
Persian Gulf. Its capital is Ahvaz and it covers an area of 63,238 km2. Since 2014 
it has been part of Iran's Region 4.  As the Iranian province with the oldest 
history, it is often referred to as the "birthplace of the nation", as this is where 
the history of the Elamites begins. Historically, one of the most important 
regions of the Ancient Near East, Khuzestan is what historians refer to as 
ancient Elam, whose capital was in Susa.  The Achaemenid Old Persian  term 
for Elam was Hujiyā when they conquered it from the Elamites, which is 
present in the modern name. Khuzestan, meaning "the Land of the Khuz", 
refers to the original inhabitants of this province, the "Susian" people (Old 
Persian "Huza" or Huja, as in the inscription at the tomb of Darius the Great at 
Naqsh-e-Rostam.  They are the Shushan of the Hebrew sources where they are 
recorded as "Hauja" or "Huja". In Middle Persian, the term evolves into "Khuz" 
and "Kuzi". The pre-Islamic Partho-Sasanian inscriptions gives the name of the 
province as Khwuzestan.  The seat of the province has for the most of its 
history been in the northern reaches of the land, first at Susa (Shush) and then 
at Shushtar.  During a short spell in the Sasanian-era, the capital of the province 
was moved to its geographical center, where the river town of Hormuz-
Ardasher, founded over the foundation of the ancient Hoorpahir byArdashir, 
the founder of the Sasanian Dynasty in the 3rd century CE. This town is now 
known as Ahvaz. However, later in the Sasanian time and throughout the 
Islamic era, the provincial seat returned and stayed at Shushtar, until the late 
Qajar period. The River Karun is navigable all the way to Ahvaz (above which, 
it flows through rapids). The town was thus refurbished by the order of the 
Qajar king, Naser al-Din Shah  and renamed after him, Nâseri. Shushtar 
quickly declined, while Ahvaz/Naseri prospered to the present day.

*
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Border areas

Border areas are particularly sensitive. The FCO advise against all travel to: 
areas within 100km of the Iran/Afghanistan border; within 10km of the entire 
Iran/Iraq border; the province of Sistan-Baluchistan; and the area to the east of 
Bam and Jask, including Bam. This area is notorious for banditry and is the 
main route for drug-traffickers from Afghanistan and Pakistan. The towns of 
Zahedan, Zabol and Mirjaveh are particularly insecure.  Some Iranian officials 
and media reports have falsely alleged a UK connection to separatist groups in 
Khuzestan and Sistan-Baluchistan. If you travel to these areas against our 
advice, stick to the main routes to avoid accidentally entering the numerous 
restricted or military zones.

*

The southwestern Iranian city of Ahvaz soared to a brutal 129 degrees 
Thursday, which is Iran's highest temperature ever recorded.  It’s also one of 
the world’s hottest reliably measured temperatures and the highest June 
temperature in Asia on record.  The information comes from Etienne Kapikian, 
a meteorologist with Meteo France, the French national weather service.  
Officially, he said the temperature was 53.7 degrees Celsius, which is 128.7 
degrees Fahrenheit. Iran’s previous hottest temperature was 127.4 degrees.  
Another weather source, the Weather Underground,, said Ahvaz hit 129.2 
degrees Thursday afternoon. The heat index, which also takes humidity into 
account, hit an incredible 142 degrees.  Fortunately, the weather forecast for 
Ahvaz on Friday is for “cooler” weather, with a high of only 119 degrees, 
according to AccuWeather,  The official all-time world record temperature 
remains the 134-degree temperature measured at Death Valley, Calif, on July 
10, 1913.. However, some experts say that temperature isn’t reliable. Weather 
Underground weather historian Christopher Burt said in 2016 that such an 
extreme temperature was “not possible from a meteorological perspective.”  
Scorching heat is one of the most expected outcomes of man-made climate 
change, according to a 2016 report from the National Academy of Sciences and 
a 2015 study in Nature-Climate-Change.
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(Persia Digest) – Ghalieh Mahi is a stuffed fish recipe from southern Iran which 
is very popular in the country. It is cooked mostly in Khuzestan, Bushehr, and 
Hormuzgan provinces.  Researchers of traditional medicine believe the recipe 
will prolong life. Its contains vitamins A, C, D, E and B1, B2, B3, B5, B6, Omega 
3, sodium, potassium, and other vitamins.

Ingredients (serves 4)

500g Fish (walrus, black pomfret, snapper…)
500g Chopped herbs (350g coriander, 150g fenugreek)
200g Tamarind fruit or ½ pack of salty tamarind on sale in shops
1 Onion
2 tsp Grated garlic
Red pepper, black pepper, salt, and turmeric to taste

Start by sprinkling the fish pieces of your choice with salt and black pepper and 
put them to one side. Dice the onion, caramelize in a pan and add the garlic. 
Stir fry. Add salt, black pepper, and turmeric and stir. Add the finely chopped 
fenugreek and coriander.  When the herb juices have evaporated, add ½ a cup 
of water and allow to cook on low heat. Then, dilute the tamarind in a little 
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water and add to the pot, plus another 3 cups of water.  Lower the heat and 
allow the ingredients to simmer until the sauce thickens. When the stew color 
has changed, add the pieces of fish and leave to cook for another 30 minutes. 
Serve with rice.

*

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8AoTmT96WIg

*

The First World War, the Bolshevik revolution and the dissolution of the 
Ottoman empire caused profound changes in the region. Iraq emerged as a 
quasi-independent state under British mandate in 1921. With this began the 
third phase of Iran-Iraq relations, where two (nominally) independent nations 
faced each other. In 1931 the two countries exchanged envoys; and the 
following year Iraq, having acquired full independence, became a member of 
the League of Nations. The nature of the inter-state problems, however, 
remained the same. This was well encapsulated by Tawfik al Suwaidi, the first 
Iraqi representative in Iran, in his memoirs. ‘One of the most complicated 
issues exhausting both sides, Iraq and Iran, was the Kurdish border problem 
which included the return of criminals and related issues,’ he wrote. ‘The 
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Iranian government believed that the Arabs of Khuzistan were encouraged by 
the Iraqi government to rebel. At the same time, the Iraqi government believed 
that harsh oppression was excised by Iran against the Arabs of Khuzistan. This 
policy resulted in a number of uprisings which forced the Arabs of Arabistan/
Khuzistan to seek refuge in Iraq.’

*

Bashu, the Little Stranger (is a 1986 Iranian drama film directed by  Bahram 
Beizai.  The film was produced in 1986, and was released in 1989. This multi-
ethnic film was the first Iranian film to make use of the northern language of 
Iran, Gilaki, in a serious context rather than comic relief. (Susan Taslimi playing 
the main character is Gilaki herself).  Bashu, the Little Stranger was voted the 
“Best Iranian film of all time" in November 1999 by a Persian movie magazine 
"Picture world" poll of 150 Iranian critics and professionals.  The 2004 
Malayalam movie  Kaazhcha was reported to be inspired by this movie. The film 
is about a young Arab boy from Khuzestan province, in the south of Iran, 
during the Iran-Iraq war.  His parents are killed in a bombing raid on his home 
village and he escapes on a cargo truck to the north. Eventually he gets off and 
finds refuge on the farm of a Gilak woman, Na'i, who has two young children 
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of her own. Initially, Na'i tries to shoo Bashu away, but later takes pity on him 
and leaves food out for him. Although Na'i is initially ambivalent toward 
Bashu, and he is initially suspicious of her, they come to trust one another, and 
Bashu becomes a member of the family, even calling Na'i "mom". Being that 
Bashu speaks Arabic, while Na'i and her children speak Gilaki.  they have 
trouble communicating with each other, although Bashu is able to speak and 
read Persian (for example in the scene where he picks up the school textbook, 
reading a passage from it in an attempt to appease the children fighting). In a 
gesture of reciprocation and perhaps love, Bashu cares for Na'i when she falls 
ill, as she had done for him, crying for her and beating a drum in prayer.  
Throughout the film, Na'i maintains correspondence with her husband, a war 
veteran looking for employment, who has been gone for quite some time. She 
tells him about Bashu, and implores him to return home in time to help with 
the harvest. Bashu becomes Na'i's helper on the farm, and even accompanies 
her to the bazaar to sell her goods. Throughout the film, Bashu sees visions of 
his dead family members, which cause him to wander off. Ultimately, however, 
he and Na'i are always reunited.  The other adults in the village harangue Na'i 
about taking Bashu in, often deriding his dark skin and different language, and 
making comments about washing the dark off of his skin. In addition to the 
village adults, the school age children taunt and beat Bashu, although the 
children prove ultimately to be more willing to accept Bashu than the adults. In 
one scene in which he is being taunted, Bashu picks up a school book and reads 
aloud a passage stating, "We are all the children of Iran." Before this point, the 
children had assumed Bashu to be either mute or stupid.  In the end, Na'i's 
husband (played by Parviz Poorhosseini) returns home with no money and 
missing an arm, having been forced to take on dangerous work that is never 
identified. He and Na'i argue over her having kept Bashu against his wishes. 
Bashu comes to her defense, challenging the strange man to identify himself. 
Na'i's husband tells Bashu that he is his father, and upon this realization, they 
embrace as though they were always a part of the same family. The film ends 
with the entire family, including children, running into the farm field, making 
loud noises together to scare away a troublesome boar.

*
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Freedom for Khuzestan was the overt cause for which the Kensington gunmen 
died.  In spite of sharing their religion, the Khuzestanis were never happy with 
Persian rule, and until 1925 they jealously clung to a measure of local 
autonomy under their own Arab sheikhs. But then the Shah’s father, Reza Shah, 
brought them to heel, suppressing their autonomy and planting Persian-
speaking settlers in their midst. After the Second World War the Khuzestanis 
tried to throw off Persian rule and join Iraq. They were crushed.  They 
remained a suppressed, downtrodden, unhappy minority until, in 1978, they 
wreaked their revenge on the Pahlevi dynasty: it was a strike by the oil workers 
of Khuzestan which, by cutting the flow of oil to Tehran, helped bring the Shah 
to his knees and usher in the Islamic revolution. If they hoped for the reward of 
self-government, they were disappointed. The Ayatollah has no intention of 
seeing his ideal Islamic state carved up by ethnic freedom movements.  So, in 
the last few months, the Khuzestanis have been on the warpath again and have 
sparked off a cycle of violence which has done extensive damage to Iran’s 
vulnerable oil industry. Oil exports are down to well below a million barrels 
daily. The seizure of the Embassy in London was ostensibly another blow 
struck in this struggle. At first sight, it was a bid by young Arabs to get 
‘Arabistan’ into the headlines, to write the cause into the list of world 
grievances, to ventilate their sense of injustice in the cruel Western media 
which so long ignored them. In this they succeeded.

*

The peaks of the Zagros mountain range are still dusted with snow. Long, 
twisting roads draw lines over the valleys and slopes here in western Iran. 
They are ancient paths, trodden by feet and hooves for thousands of years in 
the ever repeating movement of migration.  These days cars and rented trucks, 
rather than horses, bring the remaining Iranian nomads and their flocks to their 
summer pastures high up in the Iranian highlands near the city of Chelgard. 
Instead of making daylong hikes for news to the long-abandoned nomadic 
communication center, local Bakhtiari tribe members carry cell phones and 
complain about bad reception.  Iran’s nomads have been making the same 
migration for millennia. In spring they headed for the cooler pastures of the 
Zagros, where grass for their flocks of sheep and goats was abundant. At the 
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end of autumn they would return to Iran’s oil-rich Khuzestan Province, their 
animals strong and well fed to make it through the winter.  Iran’s more than 
one million nomads have long resisted modernity through the isolation that 
comes with their lifestyle. Deep traditions and patriarchy also have kept 
change out. But the combination of persistent drought, dust storms that turn 
the skies orange, widespread urbanization, mobile internet, and the spread of 
higher education has made their numbers dwindle. The elderly couples still 
setting up their tents on the flanks of the Zagros admit that they might be the 
final chapter in the history of one of the largest remaining nomadic 
communities on Earth.  In the distance a thunderstorm was brewing as one 
couple huddled in their tent. Dark clouds drifted over the valley, pouring out 
gray stripes of rain. Bibi Naz Ghanbari, 73, and her husband, Nejat, had set up 
their black tent in the same place where their family had migrated for 200 
years. There used to be dozens of family members around. Now there was just 
one other tent, home to a distant cousin. The couple said unexpected spring 
cold and rains had gotten into their bones, after they managed to save their tent 
twice during storms. They had migrated early, to make sure their flock would 
be able to graze on the spring grass, after a winter with barely any 
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precipitation. None of their eight children had joined them. The battery in Bibi 
Naz Ghanbari’s phone was out of power, so she couldn’t even reach them. 
“They all live in cities now. What was the point of having them?” she said of 
her children, who had sold off their flocks to live in houses. “What kind of life 
is this?” she asked, pointing at the holes in the tent. “We had to sleep under 
three blankets last night, and it was still cold. I wish I lived in a house too.”
*

*

The province of Khuzestan is 63,213 km2 (24,407 sq mi) in the south-west of 
Iran, bordering Iraq and the Persian Gulf. Ahvaz is the capital of this province 
and its cities are Abadan, Behbahan, Dezful, Khorramshahr, Bander Imam, 
Shoush (Susa), Masjed Soleiman, Andimeshk, Mah Shahr, Ramhormoz, 
Omidiyeh, Shushtar, Izeh, Hoveizeh, Aqa Djari, Shadegan and Soosangerd.  
Basically, the province of Khuzestan can be divided into two regions, the plains 
and mountainous regions. The agricultural lands are fertile and mainly in the 
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west of the province, which are irrigated by the Karun, Karkheh and Jarahi 
rivers. These three large and permanent rivers flow over the entire territory 
contributing to the fertility of the land. Karun, Iran's largest river, 850 
kilometers long, flows into the Persian Gulf through this province.  The name 
Khuzestan, which means "The Land of the Khuzi," refers to the original 
inhabitants of this province, the Khuzi people. Khuzestan is situated on the 
southern part of the Zagros mountain ranges, which covers the north and east 
of the province. The climate of Khuzestan is generally hot and humid, 
particularly in the south, while winters are much more pleasant and dry.

*

TEHRAN — Southwestern province of Khuzestan was hit by sand and dust 
storms on Thursday where particulate matters (PM) concentration peaked at 22 
times the safe levels, IRNA news agency reported.   According to the provincial 
department of environment PM concentration reached 3,304 micrograms per 
cubic meters in city of Ahvaz which is 22 times above standard levels.    Other 
cities including Shadegan, Hamidiyeh, Abadan, Khorramshahr, Ramshir, 
Bandar-e Emam, Omidiyeh, Dezful, Shoush, Shoushtar, Mahshahr, Andimeshk, 
Gutvand, and Behbahan are also affected with high levels of particulate 
matters, the report added.    The sand and dust storm is originated in Iraq and 
will be followed with another one in the coming days.    Sand and dust storms 
have been striking the southwestern province for over 10 years.   Mohammad 
Sabzehzari, the provincial meteorological organization director, said in mid-
December, 2018 that the number of dusty days in southern province of 
Khuzestan have increased by day-and-a-half over a 30-year period per annum 
on average.   The number of dusty days is different in different seasons, but on 
average over a 30-year period sand and dust storms hit the area 63 days 
annually, he added.   The main reason behind the sand and dust storms during 
the aforesaid years were dust hotspots in Iraq and low precipitations had given 
rise to crippling sand and dust in the region, he explained.  Nonetheless, this 
year with increased rainfalls in the province of Khuzestan sand and dust 
storms only stricken the areas one or twice during the first month of autumn.  
According to data released on Thursday by the National Drought Warning and 
Monitoring Center since the beginning of the current water year (September 23, 
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2018) province of Khuzestan received 329.4 millimeters of rain while last year’s 
precipitations in the area amounted to 53.2 millimeters. A sandstorm or 
duststorm is a meteorological phenomenon usually caused by strong and 
turbulent winds blowing over loose soil or sand and sweeping up large 
quantities of sand or dust particles from the ground, clouding the air and 
reducing the visibility drastically.

*

https://twitter.com/FooladFC/status/1073592901375012864

*
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IN SEPTEMBER 2018, the millisphere of Khuzestan appeared briefly in the 
news when five Arab gunmen, disguised in Iranian Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard uniforms, opened fire on a parade in Ahvaz commemorating the day the 
Iran-Iraq war started. The Shi'a Revolutionary Guard blamed Arab Sunni 
militants from Syria for the shooting in Ahvaz (population 1.5 million), one of 
Iran's most oil-rich cities and, in 2015, rated by the World Health Organisation 
as "the most polluted city in the world”.  The Iran-Iraq war started in 1980 
when, with United States help, Saddam Hussein's Iraqi forces invaded Iran's 
southwest province of Khuzestan (population 4.7 million) and occupied its oil 
fields.  During that war, despite an American arms embargo, Israel covertly 
supplied Iran with arms in exchange for oil.  Iran (population 82 million) has 
the world's fourth largest oil reserves, and Iranian crude is second only in 
quality to Saudi Arabian, with Khuzestan producing 85 per cent of all Iran's oil.  
Khuzestan has the Iranian portion of the once extensive Mesopotamian 
marshes, the original eco-system of the Euphrates and Tigris river deltas, and it 
is the home to Iran's Arab minority. Khuzestan, sometimes referred to as 
Arabistan, was virtually autonomous from 1880 to 1920 and, after the 1979 
Iranian Revolution, the marsh Arabs unsuccessfully sought autonomy for their 
province again.  The occupation of Iran's London embassy in 1980 was by Arab 
separatists from Khuzestan.  American relations with Iran deteriorated after 
November 1979, when fundamentalist Iranian students occupied the US 
embassy in Tehran, detaining the diplomatic staff there for 444 days.  The 
American CIA had failed to recognise the discontent that would sweep away 
the Shah in 1979, and also not appreciated the deep distrust in Iran of the US 
and Britain.

*

In a conversation caught on camera, a woman in Ahvaz, the capital of Iran's 
southwestern Khuzestan Province, didn't hold back as Labor Minister Ali 
Rabiei stood listening. "Khuzestan's [people] have nothing. We only had 
security, which is gone now. Be sure that those young men who committed [the 
attack] did it because they were unemployed…. Go to [neighborhoods] in 
Ahvaz and see for yourself the misery people are living in," the woman said in 
a video which went viral on social media.  The woman was referring to 
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September 22, when gunmen attacked a military parade, killing at least 25, 
including a dozen members of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps 
(IRGC), civilian spectators, and a four-year-old boy. That bloody attack has 
once again highlighted the region's economic woes and the potential threat of 
separatism.  Khuzestan Province is home to around 80 percent of Iran's oil 
fields and 60 percent of the country's gas reserves. The southwestern province, 
which borders Iraq and is home to the majority of Iran's ethnic Arabs, is also 
known for its historical sites, including the ancient city of Shushtar, stunning 
vistas, and date palms.  Yet many of the province's residents are poor and 
unemployed -- Khuzestan has the third-highest rate of unemployment in Iran -- 
and locals say that they don't benefit from the province's wealth.  In Khuzestan, 
ethnic Arabs, which in total make up about 3 percent of Iran's population, have 
long complained of social, political, and economic discrimination.  In 2011, 
hundreds took to the streets of Ahvaz, Abadan, Khoramshahr, and other cities 
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in the region to protest what organizers described as discrimination and 
injustice against ethnic Arabs. The protests were suppressed by security forces, 
who arrested dozens. According to news reports, several of them were later 
hanged.

*

*

My father, Khodad Dabashi, worked for the railroad.  In Ahvaz, where I was 
born and raised, the Iranian national railroad - extending from Khorramshahr 
in the south to Tehran in the north and then turned east to Mashhad in the 
northwestern province of Khorasan - had a major station where my father 
worked since before I was born, in mid June 1951, until his death in the 
summer of 1970.  He made a meager but steady salary which, upon receipt, he 
handed entirely to my mother, who would immediately give him his monthly 
stipend for his one bottle of Russian vodka and one pack of cigarettes. The 
supply would ordinarily last him only three weeks of the month, during which 

591



he was a staunch anticolonial nationalist.  But on the first day of the fourth 
week of the month when he ran out of his vodka and cigarette supply, signs of 
his ardent Nasserite socialism began to appear, building to a crescendo before 
his next paycheck and stipend about a week later, when once again Mosaddegh 
would resurface and Nasser subside.

*

In the bath-house

In the bath-house, the mysteries hidden by 
trousers
Are revealed to you.
All becomes radiantly manifest.
Feast your eyes without restraint!
You see handsome buttocks, shapely trim
torsos,
You hear the guys whispering pious formulas
to one another
(“God is Great!’ ‘Praise be to God!”)
Ah, what a palace of pleasure is the bath-house!
Even when the towel-wearers come in
And spoil the fun a bit.

Abu Nuwas

*

Iran has discovered a new oilfield containing unspecified reserves of “very 
light and sweet” crude in the southwestern Khuzestan province, Minister of 
Petroleum Bijan Zangeneh said on Wednesday. The discovery on Minoo Island 
is the first ever oil find in the general area of Abadan which is home to Iran’s 
largest and oldest oil processing facility. “Yesterday at 10 o’clock in the 
morning, a well being drilled in Mino Island reached oil. This is the first time 
we have discovered oil in the Abadan area,” Zangeneh told reporters after a 
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cabinet session. “We have a lot of hope to discover (more) oil in the Abadan 
area and this grade discovered at a depth of 3,770 meters has an API gravity of 
40 which is very light and sweet,” he added.

*

Teachers in the cities of Karun and Bavi, in Khuzestan Province, held a protest 
rally in front of the Khuzestan Department of Education building on Sunday, 
February 3, 2019.  They protested against the non-application of 25 percent of 
the right of war zones under Article 112 of plan six of the country’s five-year 
development law. According to the law, employees of areas that were involved 
in the war in Khuzestan during the Iran-Iraq war are entitled to the right of war 
zones.  With the separation of the two cities of Karun and Bavi from Ahvaz, 
these areas were not recognized as war-torn cities and were deprived of the 
war zone rights. There are 1,256 teachers in Bavi and 1,700 teachers in Karun.  
These hardworking teachers in Khuzestan had also gathered in front of the 
Khuzestan Department of Education on Saturday, February 2, 2019.  In another 
development, a group of defrauded clients from Persian Pars Company also 
gathered on Sunday, February 3, 2019, in front of the Public Prosecutor’s Office 
in Tehran. Persian Pars is a car dealer company that has not responded to the 
demands of its customers.  On Saturday, February 2, 2019, another group of 
buyers of registered cars from the Iran Khodro Company gathered in front of 
the Ministry of Industry, Mine and Trade in Tehran, and protested against the 
high prices of the vehicles and the lack of delivery of their cars.

*

Raphael Messi Joins Iran’s Foolad Khuzestan

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Iranian top-flight football club Foolad Khuzestan 
completed the signing of Cameroonian striker Raphael Eric Messi Bouli on 
Wednesday.The 26-year-old forward has joined the Ahvaz-based football team 
for the remainder of the Iran Professional League (IPL) season.  Bouli started 
his career in Cameroon with FAP Yaoundé in 2013 and a year later, he signed 
for Canon Yaoundé.  Bouli, who has made six appearances for Cameroon 
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national football team, has joined Foolad  from Chinese club Yanbian Funde.  
Foolad, headed by Afshin Ghotbi, sits seventh in IPL table.

*

Ahwaz is a mean, untidy, ramshackle town, though laid out on a modern plan 
with broad, roughly parallel streets, which cut the town into irregular blocks. It 
is the residence of the governor of Khuzistan, the seat of a considerable 
garrison with barracks west of the Karun, and a military air-station.  The 
Abadan pipe-lines pass close to the east of the town.  The river-port consists of 
bankside quays above and below the rapids on the left bank; these are 
connected by a decauville railway and have a large storage area at the upper 
quays. On the right bank there are quays below the rapids, served by a branch 
of the main railway. The A.I.O.C. quay is 700 feet long and built of wooden 
piles.  There are two 15-ton cranes, and depths alongside quays at low water 
average around 6 feet. The Customs offices are at the lower quays.

*
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*

Jackals were abundant along the forested slopes of the Elburz from about 1230 
m down to sea level in Seistan and in Khuzistan.  They took refuge diurnally in 
thickets or dens dug in the ground. Late each afternoon the jackals began a 
characteristic howl, joining in one by one until the countryside rang with their 
chorus.  As day dawned they began a chorus which differed from that of the 
early evening.  These morning vocalizations consisted of a rapidly repeated 
dog-like bark terminated with an initially loud but diminishing “br-ow-ow-ow-
ow,” all of which were repeated several times.  Stomach contents of several 
jackals included grasshoppers, grapes, blackberries, grain seed, dates, fresh 
water crabs, carrion, and one Mus musculus. We observed one jackal carrying a 
chicken out of a village.  After dark they moved into the villages to scavenge 
and were completely uninhibited either by human activity, which usually 
dropped to a minimum at nightfall, or by the village dogs. Around midnight 
we observed jackals at rest lying in and about the villages. We counted between 
four and eight lying about Qarnabad village near camp southeast of Gorgan on 
several successive nights. Many times one or more responded to our predator 
calls, approaching within 1 to 2 m of our vehicles before stopping to look, and 
frequently did not flee until we spoke.
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*

John McAleese led the black-clad SAS team which blew its way into the Iranian 
embassy in London's South Kensington, overlooking Hyde Park, on 5 May 
1980 to free hostages held by an Iranian terrorist group. The dramatic assault, 
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broadcast live on TV in what became iconic images, turned the SAS overnight 
from a shadowy, secretive regiment to one with national and international hero 
status.  It took only 17 minutes for Lance Corporal McAleese and his men to 
break in, secure the remaining 19 hostages and kill five of the six terrorists 
without the niceties of asking questions. Thereafter, McAleese, unmistakable 
with his chiselled features, Zapata moustache and lowland Scots accent, served 
in Northern Ireland, the Falklands and Bosnia before appearing in 
documentaries and TV shows including SAS: Are You Tough Enough?  Six 
members of a separatist group from the oil-rich Iranian province of Khuzestan 
– which they called Arabistan – had taken over their country's embassy at 16 
Princes Gate, South Kensington, at 11.30am on 30 April. Armed with 
submachine guns, Browning 9mm pistols and Russian-made hand grenades, 
they initially held 26 hostages, including police constable Trevor Lock, who had 
been on duty outside the embassy, and two BBC employees, who had been 
applying for visas for Iran. Ostensibly, the gunmen were demanding 
independence for Khuzestan and the release of around 90 of their provincial 
countrymen from jail. But essentially they were attacking the year-old Islamic 
regime of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini and were reported to have had the 
backing of Khomeini's arch-enemy, the Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein.

*

The dry climate, intense sun, and dusty air can often make life in Iran’s 
Khuzestan province difficult, and in the summertime, unbearable. Despite the 
trying environment, though, there is much life and spirit throughout the 
province. Located in Southwest Iran, Khuzestan borders Iraq and the Persian 
Gulf, and is home to both tribal diversity as well as a rich and extensive history. 
Ancient sites – some of the oldest in all of Iran – can be found in Shush and 
Shushtar, while port cities such as Abadan have a culture made unique through 
their food and music, as well as their unrelenting cultural pride. Contemporary 
discourses about Iranian culture have often focused on the modern growing 
metropolis of Tehran, the romanticism of Esfahan, and the poetry and history 
of Shiraz. These cities often overshadow Khuzestan, and stories of the province 
frequently revolve around gloomy anecdotes of the Iran-Iraq war.  This video 
highlights the contemporary culture and localities of Khuzestan, which, 
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although have remained rooted in tradition, have also adapted to modern ways 
– a phenomenon common throughout much of Iran. Footage of the sights, 
sounds, food, and music were taken in Ahvaz, Abadan, Shush, and Shushtar, 
cities all located in Western Khuzestan. Not long ago, these cities were towns 
and villages; but, as many cities throughout the country have grown 
exponentially, so have those in Khuzestan, sprawling further out into the desert 
plain in the south, and the hills and mountains in the north.

*

The first autumn rains in Ahvaz, the provincial capital of Khuzestan in 
southwest Iran, foretell imminent dust storms—endless days of dust choking 
the city streets, leaving a film of yellow on cars and houses. They also mean 
thousands of hospital visits: Last year, 17,000 patients flooded the waiting room 
with complaints of dry coughs or symptoms of respiratory distress syndrome.  
Muhammad Hussein, a 28-year-old part-time student and employee of the 
provincial water company, was rushed to the hospital by his wife after 
experiencing shortness of breath, in addition to a persistent dry cough. "I have 
no memory of ever going to the hospital except after my niece was born," he 
told me. "But suddenly I felt like I could no longer breathe, it felt fatal." He said 
the symptoms went away within days.  As emergency rooms grapple with the 
influx of new patients, scientists are trying to figure out exactly why this is 
happening. Politicians say it's pollen from the city's Conocarpus trees, planted 
in vast numbers across the city, or dust from nearby Iraq. Researchers point to 
other possible causes, including unregulated industries that dump waste into 
the air and water and rising temperatures from climate change. But with the 
government muzzling scientific research, solving the mystery has many 
barriers. 

*

This fragmentary stone relief of a standing man is a product of the resurgence 
of an Eastern aesthetic in Parthian art. The style it exemplifies is characterized 
by strict frontality and a concentration on linear details, in particular the careful 
rendition of textiles. The figure shown here, carved in extremely low relief, may 
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be identified as a worshipper by the right hand raised palm forward in a 
gesture of reverence. Lines incised on the surface, rather than volumetric 
modeling, convey the quality of his clothes, mustache, and broad, square-cut 
beard. His prominent eyes are flat and outlined with ridges; the nose is also 
flat. His hair is executed in tiers of thick spirals. The worshiper wears a belted 
tunic decorated with a row of lozenges, each containing a circle; a braid of 
spirals runs down the front of his garment and others trim the cuffs. Two items 
are tucked under his belt, and in his left hand he holds an object. At his right 
hip another object is depicted, perhaps meant as a sword. Votive images of 
worshipers similar to this one adorned the terraces of sanctuary complexes 
such as those at Bard-e Neshandeh and Masjid-i Sulaiman, both in the Iranian 
province of Khuzestan.

*
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*

Out on the horizon, the blue sky darkens, turns a misty, golden yellow, and 
rapidly gives way to a shiny green, looking almost like a lagoon. Just for a 
moment everyone wonders if it’s going to rain, as temperatures drop and 
winds blow across the city. But the dust storms are about to begin. Soon a grey 
darkness will appear and no sky or sun will be visible.  In offices, homes and 
schools, adults begin to shut windows, doors and any vents. There is little 
panic. They are used to emergency drills from wartime, as the province of 
Khuzestan, south-west Iran, was a front line in the Iran-Iraq war of 1980 to 
1988.  The recent dust storms that have overtaken the cities of Ahvaz, 
Soosangerd and Dezful are not a new phenomenon. They have been occurring 
on a smaller scale for years.  They are connected to overlapping issues, some 
extending beyond Iran’s borders, which are tied together in climate change and 
global warming. Pollution of air and water is contributing to long-term changes 
in weather. Horolazim and Shadegan wetlands, as well as Karun, Karkheh and 
Jarrahi rivers, the most critical water resources of the province, are depleted 
and contain unprecedented levels of toxic waste.  The lack of moisture in 
drying plains allows dust to rise before winds carry it away. While Khuzestan 
is best known as Iran’s oil-rich province, it also lies in the fertile crescent, on 
some of the earth’s best water and land. More than 1m hectares of its land are 
agricultural, and it provides the country with crucial crops during the cold 
seasons. But this is changing as the rivers die out.  Once, ships ran up the 
Karun as far as Ahvaz and Shushtar, including those that in the early 20th 
century supplied the Anglo-Persian Oil Company or collected Iranian pilgrims 
beginning a journey to the holy Shia Muslim sites in Iraq. Now, looking at 
Karun from the top of Naderi bridge in Ahvaz, all you see is an almost green 
glow.

*

Soleimani's wife, Golbanou, wove their tent last year before the trip north. As 
Soleimani spoke, Golbanou -- mother of three children -- baked bread in a small 
mud brick oven. Next to her, a kettle filled with fresh meat, potatoes, beans, 
peas and tomatoes bubbled over an open fire.  Their elder son was outside, 
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playing a small homemade flute as he took care of the livestock. Their 
daughter, Belqeis, wove a sheep's wool jacket for her older brother as her 
younger brother, a 4-year-old, played outside.  Belqeis wore a colorful long 
shirt with a pink head scarf, a distinctive style of the Bakhtiaris.  "This is a 
symbol of our cultural identity," she said, pointing to her shirt. The father had a 
round black hat and a long cream and black coat, hand woven by his wife.  But 
Soleimani sees the path of his ancestors eroding, with some of his own relatives 
giving up nomadic life and settling in cities.  "Some of those who went to study 
never returned," he said. "Perhaps they had enough money to make ends meet 
in big cities. We don't have such an opportunity.”  Oil and gas exploration 
activities in the region near Shoushtar and Masjid Soleiman have taken their 
toll on grazing lands.  The government pays little attention to nomadic groups, 
though it has started a program of "tent schools" to ensure children are literate. 
Although it does not directly encourage nomads to settle down, many of its 
industrial projects use up their pasture lands.  Soleimani says he never wants to 
abandon his life of motion.  "I don't like to live in a house where there is a 
ceiling. It's suffocating to me."

*

The Persian word for “daughter”, dokhtar, also means “virgin”; the word for 
“woman”, zan, also means “wife”.  In other words, the language itself doesn’t 
allow for a female human being not to be under the authority of a man: first her 
father and after she’s been defiled by sexual intercourse, her husband.  On a 
cold, windy terrace garden overlooking the old entrance to Shiraz, Amanda, 
Massoud and I accepted an invitation from three women to join them for a cup 
of team.  Maryam, 32, from the oil-rich province of Khuzestan on the Iraqi 
border, had lost her husband at the front and both children at home when an 
Iraqi shell hit their house.  She had no job and no apparent means of support; 
Massoud guessed she was a prostitute.  Though there are no reliable figures, 
many Iranians told me prostitution is rampant. Another woman, with her five-
year-old son in tow, was also a widow but was luckier: at 19, she was still 
young and pretty and she was remarrrying a doctor. On January 11, police 
mounted an unprecedented raid on 29 brothels in Tehran’s affluent northern 
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suburbs, arresting 85 madames and pimps, who may be subject to jail, fines 
and whipping.

*

More than 2,000 underage marriages under 14 have been reported in 
Khuzestan Province, southwestern Iran, from March 2017 to March 2018. 
General Director of Khuzestan’s Provincial Registry announced that 23 
underage marriages in the age group of 11 year olds, 105 marriages in the age 
group of 12 year olds, 749 marriages in the age group of 13 year olds, and 1,373 
marriages in the age group of 14 year olds had been recorded in the Persian 
year 1396 (March 2017-March 2018).  Behnam Moridi, General Director of 
Khuzestan’s Provincial Registry, said, “Last year, two underage marriages 
under 10 years of age were registered in the cities of Shadegan and 
Khorramshahr.” According to published statistics, over 95,000 divorces among 
women under the age of 19 were recorded between 2011 and 2015, of which 
about 5,760 were related to underage marriages of teenagers less than 15 years 
old. (The state-run ILNA news agency – September 11, 2018)  Earlier, an expert 
on family affairs had revealed that underage marriages of 344 girl children 
under 14 and four under 10 had been registered in the Persian year 1396, in 
Alborz Province. In 1395, the number of U14 girl children given into underage 
marriages were registered as 453. According to this expert, this figure is 
alarming when compared to the total population in Alborz Province and the 
number of marriages that are registered every year. (The state-run ISNA news 
agency – September 8, 2018)

*
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Two young women in chadors walk down the street with two unveiled Ahvazis in the 
1960s. Khuzestan province in south Iran.

*

Despite my unhappy beginnings at boarding school, over the next few years I 
settled in and thrived. I shared my mother’s love of singing and at school I 
joined all the choirs and even sang solos in church.  I wrote the school 
magazine and headed up the school debating team.  I knew by then that if I 
didn’t get my big break as a pop star I would happily settle for journalism and 

604



I even managed to get myself two weeks’ work experience at the local 
newspaper - a heady fortnight of chasing police cars through the village and 
grappling with typewriters back in the office.  Once released from boarding 
school and studying for my A levels in London, there was the lively 
underground of nightclubs blaring out the new beats of hip-hop and rap to be 
discovered.  Every Friday and Saturday night, dressed in Levi 501s and a shiny 
bomber jacket like a fifties American teenager, my friends and I were at the 
front of every new hip nightclub queue. At the same time, my cousin Ebby was 
at the front line, fighting for Iran along the border with Iraq, at Khuzestan’s 
notorious no-man’s-land called Shalamcheh which had once been an oasis of 
palm trees but was laid waste by the war.  Ebby was Daiey Shapour’s son and 
had been my favourite running companion in the dusty back alleys of Abadan.  
He was just a few years older than me, but while I saved my money for my 
ever-growing record collection and lost myself in the dark thumping 
nightclubs of London, he was lying in rat-infested trenches near the border, the 
dark night thumping to the rhythm of guns and artillery fire.  Ebby was not my 
only cousin to be conscripted to the war, but he was the only one who fought 
on the front line, spending the last two years of the war in border areas.

*
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The pop star Mehdi Yarrahi was once a favourite of Iran’s ayatollahs. In 2017 he 
won the award for best pop album from the Ministry of Culture and Islamic 
Guidance. But now the regime thinks Mr Yarrahi is singing out of tune. In a 
video for the song “Pare Sang” (Broken Stone), the Arab crooner wears a jacket 
adorned with military medals—and an armband with a swastika on it. 
Devastating images appear around him: a man seems to have set himself on 
fire, buildings collapse and families queue at a dry tap. “Another generation 
went to war and did not return,” he sings. “I’m the last one of this tribe, a tribe 
with no food and no water.” The response to Mr Yarrahi’s work highlights the 
tension between Iran’s Persian core and its restless ethnic minorities. He is a 
hero in his home province of Khuzestan, which is mostly Arab and borders 
Iraq. Three decades on from Iran’s war with Iraq, the region still lies in ruins. 
The scenes from the video are pulled from its recent history. “The duty of 
artists is to ask questions and convey the voice of the people to the authorities,” 
says Mr Yarrahi.

*

Visitors to Abadan are constantly reminded that the city was once the capital of 
modernity in Iran: a cosmopolitan beacon for the Middle East and a prominent 
point on the world map.  It is on this global scale that Abadanis tend to 
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quantify the city’s past splendor and contrast it with its present sorry state.  
Abadanis are proud, and sometimes the pride turns into ironic exaggeration or 
lâf– the stuff of many jokes in Iran, but also a self-conscious form of expression 
in Abadani popular culture. Let me give an example.  An Abadani who — just 
as all of his fellow citizens, it seems — is a huge fan of football was not really 
interested in my questions about the social structure of Abadan in the past. He 
was rather interested in why my country’s football team had never visited his 
city to play the local outfit, San’atNaft(‘The Oil Industry’). He resorted to lâf: 
“Before the Danes could even set foot in Abadan, we would have beaten them 
3-0! The only team who would stand a chance against us is Brazil!”  Curiously, 
Abadanis tend to associate their city with Brazil. A local researcher I met 
during my first visit proposes that the similarities in the tropical climate, the 
palm trees and the warm-blooded mentality may have caused this association. 
It may also be the simple fact that the colors of FC San’at-e Naft are the same as 
that of the Brazilian team, or that Abadanis allegedly play “samba style” 
football. A popular saying is Âbâdân berâzilete!, or ‘Abadan is your Brazil!’
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 High school basketball team, Abadan, Iran (late 1960s)

*

Former Celtic star Anthony Stokes chipped in with FOUR goals as Tractor Sazi 
ran riot tonight.  Stokes, 30, has been in lethal form since his shock summer 
switch to Iran - scoring five times in seven games.  And the Hibs hero 
continued his fine goal streak by firing ex-Real Madrid boss John Toshack's side 
to a remarkable 6-0 win over Esteghlal Khuzestan FC.  The former Republic of 
Ireland striker couldn't hide his delight as he shared the news on Instagram.  
He wrote: "Great performance tonight! Delighted with the four goals, think 
that's the most I've ever scored in one game!”  Ex-Kilmarnock striker Lee Erwin 
and Rangers flop Harry Forrester also clinched lucrative moves to the Middle 
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East this summer.  But the pair haven't enjoyed the same success with the 
Persian Gulf Pro League side, making just five appearances between them 
without finding the net.  After leaving Hibs in January, Stokes spent the rest of 
the season in Greece with Apollon Smyrnis.  He was wanted by both St Mirren 
and Shamrock Rovers, but signed a two-year deal with Tractor Sazi.

*

*

Turkish Airlines has announced about the cancellation of the charter flight from 
Iran’s Ahvaz city to Turkey’s Istanbul city from Feb. 11, Umid Hansari, head of 
Association of Airlines of Iran’s Khuzestan province, said.  After the 
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cancellation of this flight, Iran’s Khuzestan province will be isolated and the 
relations with different countries will be cut off, Hansari added, Trend reports 
referring to IRNA.  Turkish Airlines said that the reason is that the flight is 
unprofitable. However, it is possible to visit more than 290 countries through 
this flight, Hansari added.  The written appeals were sent to the governor of 
Khuzestan province and Iranian Civil Aviation Organization. Iran hopes that 
this flight will not be canceled. If the flight is canceled, the province will have 
big problems, he said. 

*

*
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Shush, pronounced as ‘Shoosh’, is the metropolitan capital of a county in Iran 
with the same name. It is specifically located in the province of Khuzestan. The 
climate in most of Khuzestan is hot and arid. However, one will be surprised 
by the fields filled with tall, green grass and colorful wild flowers. But that is 
not the only reason why this part of the province is considered a tourist haven. 
Do take note, though, that there are no direct cheap flights to Shush.  The best 
time to visit the place is during the spring. Its natural scenery is unparalleled at 
this time with views of the Zagros Mountains, the Karun River, thick jungle 
forests with lush greenery and amazing forms of water like the Shimbar 
Waterfall. But the most notable site in this region of Iran is the ancient city of 
Susa. This is a veritable treasure trove for history buffs and archaeologists. 
Elamites, Parthians and Parsians are said to have lived here thousands of years 
ago, thanks to its terrific location near the Zagros Mountains and in between 
two large rivers. Greek letters, sarcophagi, sphinxes and the tomb of the biblical 
character Daniel were discovered in this area. Torques (ancient metal neck 
chokers), glazed cups, vases and other artifacts have been unearthed here as 
well. Some had traces of oils and other solutions possibly used a long time ago 
by the natives.  Hotels in Shush are never difficult to find since there is a 
frequent influx of tourists here. There are even some hotels where you can 
bargain rates. One will never get bored in Shush.

*

Like all other littoral cities, both Bushehr and Abadan count fish and sea food 
as the main ingredients in their dishes. Of the fish caught in the Persian Gulf, 
Rashgou halva, Zubeidi, Sorkhou, Sangsar, Shourideh, Shir, Ghobad, Hamour, 
and Shark ( Bombak in Bushehr ) can be mentioned. These were usually fried 
or grilled and eaten with bread or rice.  Ghelieh Mahi is the most popular fish 
dish in the region. It can be made as a stew served with white rice, or as a soup 
(similar to the Bouillabaisse in south of France) accompanied by bread. There is 
another way of eating it and that is to wrapping a small piece of fish in bread 
and dunking it in the soup. The fish for this dish is usually Sangsar, Rashgou, 
Sorkhou, or Hamour. Fenugreek and coriander are the herbs and together with 
garlic and red pepper they make up the ingredients of Ghelieh Mahi.  Another 
popular dish is the shrimps with onion, Dopiazen Maygou, which is made with 
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fried onions and shrimps and served either with bread or rice. Maygou polo 
Ghalebi has rice and shrimps as the main ingredients. Some households add 
raisins to this festive dish which is meant to be take the shape of the pot i.e. 
ghalebi or molded. The rice is served turned out upside down on a plate. 
Nowadays it is easier to make this dish using a rice cooker.  Of other fish dishes 
to mention is Moaydab. This is a sticky rice dish (dami) with fish borrowed from 
the Arab Emirates in the southern part of the Persian Gulf. Another dish 
originating from Bushehr is Saloneh which is believed initially to have come 
from India and the fish used in it is Halva.

*

Four months earlier, two male teenagers, Mahmoud Asgari and Ayaz Marhoni - 
believed to be aged 18 and 19 - were publicly hanged in the city of Mashhad.  
The case attracted worldwide attention as a result of photographs of their 
execution, but it also showed the difficulty of establishing accurate facts where 
Iran is concerned.  A press release issued by the London-based OutRage group 
(citing a report from the Iranian Students News Agency) initially said they had 
been put to death for ‘homosexuality’, though other reports said their offence 
was raping a thirteen-year-old boy. OutRage suggested the accusation of sexual 
assault ‘may either be a trumped up charge to undermine public sympathy for 
the youths… or it may be that the thirteen-year-old was a willing participant.’  
It added that the youths had claimed in their defence ‘that most young boys 
had sex with each other and that they were not aware that homosexuality was 
punishable by death’.  Human Rights Watch on the other hand, said there was 
no substantial evidence that the teenagers had been punished for consensual 
sodomy and focused instead on the fact that at least one of them had been a 
minor at the time of the alleged offence - in which case his execution was a 
breach of international law.  Meanwhile, the British Ahwazi Friendship Society 
suggested there might be an ethnic dimension to the case.  It noted Iranian 
press reports saying the executed teenagers originally came from the province 
of Khuzestan, which is home to Iran’s Ahwazi Arab minority.  Similar 
executions had taken place a couple of months earlier, the society said, ‘when 
three indigenous Ahwazi Arab men were executed in Susangerd, Khuzestan, 
for the alleged rape and murder of a six-year-old.  In each case, the men’s 
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names were continually repeated in the Iranian press, to highlight their Arab 
identity.’

*

*

Ahvaz, Khuzestan province, Jan 8 - Iranian 16-year-old girl, Faezeh Sarlak, has 
pulled three cars with her teeth 4.06 meters to register her name in the World 
Federation as the first female Iranian athlete in the field.  Sarlak pulled the cars 
on Saturday (January 7) in the presence of local officials of Khuzestan province 
in southwestern Iran and representatives of Iran Sport for All Federation.  She 
is the first Iranian female athlete who has been able to drag three cars with 
teeth, but her record still needs to be recognized by the Guinness World 
Records.  The least distance assigned by World Federation to register a record 
in the field was 3 meters while Sarlak has managed to move three cars 1.6 
meters farther.  Based on Guinness World regulations, an athlete is permitted to 
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repeat his/her moves three times and Sarlak gained her highest record in the 
third stage,' Head of Sport Records Committee of Iran Sport for All Federation 
Hadi Rezaie said.

*

Pregnant Khloe Kardashian might just need the support of her close friends 
right now. Luckily we know her best pal Khadijah Haqq, whose identical twin 
sister appeared on Celebrity Big Brother UK last year, won’t let her down. All 
Khloe’s toughest blows, from breaking a nail to not looking bomb in some 
jeans, have been cushioned by  Khadijah. And now she’s hit out at Khloe’s 
cheating partner, Tristan Thompson. But just who is she? Khadijah Haqq is an 
Afro-Iranian model, actress and reality TV star, born on March 10 1983 in Los 
Angeles, which makes her 35 years old. Her parents had  immigrated to LA 
from Khuzestan Province in Iran, and as well as a twin sister Malika, she has a 
brother called Jamal. Among her many minor film and TV roles are Sky High, 
Entourage and Happy Feet (as herself). But Khadijah’s main claim to fame is 
her relationship with someone more famous, who trusts her with ‘every fibre of 
her being’. Yes, she and reality TV megastar Khloe Kardashian have known 
each other since they were teenagers. They became friends when Khadijah’s 
s i s t e r  M a l i k a s t a r t e d d a t i n g o n e o f K h l o e ’ s m a l e f r i e n d s . 
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Subsequently, Khadijah and Malika got starring roles in the 2014 reality show 
Dash Dolls, about the team running a Hollywood boutique owned by the 
Kardahians. The first episode of the show saw Khadijah and Malika discussing 
whether to revitalise their modelling careers by posing nude for Playboy. Before 
that, they’d appeared on Keeping Up With The Kardashians and the short-
lived TV show Khloe & Lamar, about Khloe’s life with ex-husband, basketball 
star Lamar Odom. Khadijah has been happily married to former NFL player 
Bobby McCray since 2010 (she now also goes by Khadijah Haqq McCray) and 
they have two kids, Celine, 4, and Christian, 7. McCray’s former 
teammate Reggie Bush dated Kim Kardashian for three years. They all like to 
move in the same circles. In 2018, Khadijah is estimated to be worth £1.4m.

*

Those of us who grew up in the late 1960s watching television in Iran certainly 
remember the many episodes of Mission Impossible made by Reza Seyed 
Badiyi. He directed 17 of them, more than any other director.  Badiyi, a native 
of Iran and one of the most prolific directors in the history of American 
television, died Saturday at the Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical Center. A 
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spokeswoman for the family told the Los Angeles Times that he had recently 
been suffering from a number of medical issues. He was 81.  Badiyi was born 
on April 17, 1930, in Arak, in southwest Tehran. He began his career in Iran as a 
movie actor. He also made documentaries. One of them, Flood in Khuzestan, 
changed the course of his career. It depicted the efforts of a diverse group of 
people, including Badiyi himself, to survive the flood in the southwestern 
Iranian province.  Badiyi, who was awarded the Golden Ribbon of Art by the 
Shah, also received international recognition when the Red Cross screened his 
documentary for an international audience. It prompted the U.S. State 
Department to invite him to America to study film.  In addition to Mission 
Impossible, Badiyi’s long list of directing credits includes numerous episodes of 
Get Smart, The Incredible Hulk, Mannix, Star Trek: Deep Space Nine, The 
Rockford Files, Hawaii Five-O, The Six Million Dollar Man, Starsky and Hutch, 
Cagney & Lacey, Falcon Crest, Baywatch, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, La Femme 
Nikita, Dr. Quinn Medicine Woman, and Sliders.

*
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Striking poverty, cultural anachronisms and linguistic barriers were once a 
daily reality for Sepideh, who taught girls’ elementary school in an Arab village 
near the historic city of Susa, in the southern Iranian province of Khuzestan. 
Three years and several social microcosms away from her one-time posting, she 
still recalls in detail the collection of gifts she received from grateful pupils: 
"Ducklings or chickens from their homes, beans from the kitchen, used pens 
and pencils,” she says. A number of times, for Teacher’s Day, students brought 
her underwear - usually briefs, but also oversized women’s panties pilfered 
from parents’ drawers. Many of the girls lived in illiterate families where no 
Persian was spoken and where non-Arabs were referred to as "Ajam", or mute, 
a derogatory expression Arabs historically used to describe Persians. For these 
girls, Sepideh's classes represented a lone distraction from their isolated way of 
life.  Teachers in Iran must often spend several years in areas with difficult 
working conditions to obtain desirable posts at public schools in major cities. 
Sepideh worked her way up, teaching in a village, then moving on to the rough 
outskirts of the city of Ahvaz, Khuzestan's urban and industrial centre. Born in 
a small town in northern Khuzestan, Sepideh is an ethnic Fars, a member of 
Iran's majority Persian-speaking population. In the province’s complex web of 
ethnic relationships, this matters. In affluent areas of Ahvaz, where Sepideh is 
now based, families representing the province’s mix of ethnicities live side by 
side. But elsewhere in the province, even in nearby towns, the lifestyles of the 
Arabs and other ethnic minorities remain in isolated pockets. Sepideh’s 
teaching experience in Khuzestan thus provides an important window of 
knowledge not only for outsiders, but for many Iranians.

*

These days, the Louvre considers the remnants of Susa among its most prized 
holdings. But unlike its blockbusters, including the Mona Lisa (the museum’s 
most-visited work of art, for which it has placed signs from the main pyramid 
entrance to the painting itself), and the Islamic collection (which has its own 
30,000-square-foot modernist wing), the Darius palace rooms are little-visited 
and hard to find.  To get there, you take the escalator by the Passage Richelieu 
entrance under the pyramid, turn right and enter the Near Eastern Antiquities 
section, an unwieldy collection that spans 9,000 years, from prehistory to the 
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early Islamic period, and covers an area from North Africa to Central Asia and 
the Arabian Peninsula.  Then you walk straight until you reach a flight of stairs. 
You climb the stairs, continue through Room 231, turn left at Room 305 and 
keep walking until your destination: several rooms, starting with 308. If there is 
a more direct route, I haven’t found it.  It is worth the journey. The story of Susa 
is little-known, even among some Iranian visitors, who often confuse it with 
that of Persepolis, Mr. Cuny said. In late 2018, the Louvre installed an 
interactive 3-D display in French, English and Spanish, at which visitors can 
take a virtual visit of Susa, beginning with the Great Gate to the large 
courtyard, and continuing into the palace’s column-lined audience hall and 
throne room.

*

With Abadan began my true introduction to the British domain in Persia.  The 
island is administration, shipping, and refinery headquarters for the company.  
Captain Clegg is in charge of the diplomatic administrative work.  Genial and 
hospitable, he is as interesting a man as one would meet in a year’s wandering.  
To his lot falls the receiving of the interested British and interested Persian 
visitors.  Reza Shah, when Prime Minister, was received at Abadan, and taken 
into the fields; so, too, was the present Prime Minister.  One feels the proximity 
of India, in that all of the house-servants are Indian. Indian, too, is the manner 
of the Persians of the district, who invariably use “Sahib” in addressing a 
European.  The bazaar is native, many of the inhabitants of the island are 
native, but Abadan is so essentially British, with that authentic atmosphere of 
home which the wandering Briton is able to carry about and set down 
wherever he tarries, that the island seems more a part of England than of 
Persia. These Persian Gulf Britons do not lack for sport to fill their idle hours.  
There is plenty of fishing at Abadan, and snipe, partridge, wild boar, and 
mountain sheep shooting.

*
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*

Two women have been arrested for breaking “revolutionary norms and values” 
after being filmed riding a motorbike in Iran.  Officials in the city of Dezful said 
they had “exploited the opportunity” presented by a lack of police in a national 
park to commit an “obscene act” worsened by the spread of footage online.  
Colonel Ali Elhami, a local police commander, told the state-controlled IRNA 
news agency the women “committed an action against revolutionary norms 
and   values by riding a motorcycle”.  “This manifested the utmost 
denunciation of religious norms by the two girls and caused serious torment 
and anxiety among city officials,” he said on Wednesday.  “The state security 
forces carried out an extensive investigation and finally managed to find, 
arrest, and deliver them to judiciary officials.”  The video shows the women, 
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wearing headscarves and loose clothing, being followed down a road by a 
large group of male motorcyclists, shouting and whistling.  It cuts before they 
are seen dismounting from the motorbike, surrounded by men taking photos 
and filming.    Some attempt to block their way out of the crowd and one man 
grabs a woman as she passes, appearing to forcibly kiss her face as she pushes 
him away.  The footage has provoked a backlash against authorities, with 
critics saying the women had not committed a crime and should have been 
treated as victims of harassment.  Masih Alinejad, who founded the My 
Stealthy Freedom rights campaign for Iranian women, said the men in the 
video had undergone a “poor social education” in a system that “instils 
judgements and discrimination”.

*
If you are good at weightlifting in Iran, you can become as rich as a Premier 
League footballer. The country boasts 300 professional weightlifters, dedicated 
arenas in every sizeable town, and full-time officials in all 31 provinces. When 
an Olympic champion got married in 2006, his wedding made national 
television news.  “Weightlifting is more popular in Iran than in any other 
country,” said Mohammad Barkhah, the national team’s head coach. Only 
football is more popular and, as with football, the sport has historically been an 
overwhelmingly male domain – until now. Next month four teenagers are set 
to become the first female weightlifters to represent Iran – in a competition in 
Uzbekistan. The young women have the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo in their 
sights, and weightlifting has become an unlikely vehicle of female 
empowerment.  The change has come about thanks in part to a remarkable 
alliance between Iran and the US, and the efforts of an eight-year-old girl who 
won nationwide support for the women’s cause last weekend.  Aysan Adib was 
in tears when security men enforced a ban on females entering the arena for a 
men’s international competition, the Fajr Cup, in Ahvaz, south-west Iran. 
Religious leaders in Khuzestan province had given permission for the ban to be 
relaxed, but because the signed paperwork was not presented the security 
guards refused them entry. Aysan, and six-year-old Yeganeh Bandeh Khodo, 
thus missed a unique chance to show off their skills in a demonstration 
scheduled for the penultimate day of the event.  The result was a passionate 
protest that rapidly went viral. Ursula Garza Papandrea, one of the most senior 
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women in the sport, who headed a US delegation of three to the competition, 
joined the exiled girls outside in protest.

*

Lashkar-Abad district of Ahvaz has become so famous during recent years so 
that it is one of the tourist attractions of Khuzestan and Ahvaz these days. In 
fact the name of this neighborhood is tied to Falafel, a famous delicious food 
commonly cooked by Arabs. Anyone who goes to Ahvaz must also visit this 
neighborhood and the numerous Falafel shops. Falafel sellers that have other 
cuisines as well, including kibbeh and samosa and all are sold as self-service. 
Picking a lot of choices such as pickles, salads and additives with your food not 
only costs more than its price, but also looks like a meal in the restaurants. Of 
course it is good to know that Falafel and Arabic cuisine are not the only 
attractions of Lashkar-Abad neighborhood, there are Arabic delicacies in this 
area and you should not miss the opportunity to savor their greed. Arabic tea 
and coffee made in special Dallah (coffee pot) should not be overlooked along 
with all of this. If you are planning to go to Lashkar-Abad district of Ahvaz and 
taste these foods, you should not worry about the time because at any time you 
go there you will not be empty-handed, the self-service falafel is ready to serve. 
For visiting Ahvaz and its attractions book your hotel and ticket through 
Alaedin Travel and take a tour to Iran.
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*

The stage for the realization of the dream was set in the oil-rich province of 
Khuzestan.  There, from the mid-1950s, a vast project to turn the area’s hitherto 
arid lands into farmland had begun.  With the participation of an American 
company called the Development and Resources Corporation, headed by 
David Lilienthal, and with financial backing from the World Bank, the Plan for 
the United Development of the Natural Resources of the Khuzestan Region 
was created.  A central element of the plan was the construction of a big dam 
on the Dez River.  The project was modelled on the famed and fabled American 
Tennessee Valley Authority, of which Lilienthal had been a director.  Abol-
Hassan Ebtehaj had been an early advocate of the plan.  Ironically, when he fell 
from grace, it was used against him, with prosecutors claiming that he had 
given an illegal no-bid contract to his friends in America.  By the time the 
project neared completion in the mid-1960s, an important change had been 
made in the initial plans.  As envisioned by the World Bank and Lilienthal, the 
dam would lead to a sophisticated system of irrigation canals, eventually 
covering close to two hundred thousand acres.  Some of that land had been in 
the hands of small farmers who eked out a miserable living using traditional 
methods of farming and often suffered from water shortages.  A system of 
incentives was set up to convince the farmers to change their way of farming 
and to follow modern methods of crop selection, rotation, and marketing.  In 
fact, the process had already begun, with considerable success, when the 
Iranian government suddenly changed its policy.

*

The peoples of the Mediterranean in ancient and early medieval times did not 
know cane sugar, and their sweetening came from honey and fruit juices.  
Sugar-cane originated in the Pacific islands or south-east Asia and spread 
through India.  The ancient Persian introduced it into lower Mesopotamia on 
the plain of Khuzistan, where the Muslims encountered it on their conquest of 
the region in the seventh and eighth centuries.  The plain of Khuzistan was 
eminently suited for the cultivation of sugar-cane.  Located just to the north of 
the Persian Gulf, bounded on the north and the east by mountains and on the 
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west by the lower Tigris, numerous streams watered the Khuzistan and 
allowed irrigation of the cane fields.  Production flourished and the region paid 
taxes in kind to the caliph.   In the eighth century, those taxes amounted to 
thirty thousand pounds of sugar annually.  As the Muslims expanded sugar-
cane production, they also invented new processes for clarifying and 
crystallizing sugar, possibly in the cities of Ahwaz and Kjondisapour.  
Previously, the processing of sugar had been done by crushing the cane, 
extracting the juice, and boiling it down to a black paste.  Sugar was used as a 
medicinal agent as well as a sweetener, and through the academic 
pharmaceutical research in Khuzistan, the method of adding potash to clarify 
the sugar in the refining process was invented.

*

*
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In 420, five years before the restoration of Galla Placidia and Valentinian, the 
fanatical leader of a martyr brigade set fire to a temple in the Persian province 
of Khuzistan in the south of modern Iraq.  This radical extremist expected to be 
killed on the spot by guards.  The aim of his suicide mission was to strike a 
dramatic blow against Zoroastrianism, the main religion of the Persian empire.  
Abdaas, a Christian bishop, succeeded in destroying the temple but not in 
securing his immediate death.  Arrested, he was taken before Yazdgard I, who 
for the last twenty years had been tolerant towards Christianity.  Abdaas and 
his followers changed the Persian king’s mind.  They rejected his suggestion 
that as a gesture of reconciliation with other faith communities in Khuzistan 
they should rebuild the burnt-out temple.  Abdaas’ refusal convinced Yazdgard 
that some Christians in his empire had no intention of integrating into Persian 
society; rather they had taken advantage of his liberal policies to pursue their 
subversive activities.  Reluctantly, he authorized severe counter-measures: 
Christians were to be rounded up and executed, and their churches 
demolished.  In the face of systematic Persian reprisals some Christians chose 
to die for their faith; others fled across the frontier to seek refuge in the Roman 
empire.

*
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*

In 2011, a popular revolt in Ahvaz, which drew inspiration from the Arab 
Spring uprisings, resulted in security forces killing 15 Ahwazi Arabs 
demonstrating against Iran’s regime. In 2015, Younes al-Asakirah—a street 
vendor in Khorramshahr—set himself on fire to protest injustice in Khuzestan, 
setting off a series of protests throughout the province. At al-Asakirah’s 
funeral, many attendees voiced their grievances against the Islamic Republic, 
leading to a crackdown and a series of arrests. Earlier this year anti-
government demonstrators took to the streets of Khuzestan after 11 of the 
province’s cities experienced power outages amid a dust storm, ultimately 
ending in riots.  To be sure, the majority of Ahwazi Arabs are non-violent and 
do not wish for Khuzestan to spiral into tumult as have many other parts of the 
Middle East. Nonetheless, since the mid/late-2000s, armed Arab separatist 
insurgent groups such as the Arab Struggle Movement for the Liberation of 
Ahwaz (ASMLA) have conducted scores of attacks on energy infrastructure, 
government buildings, and security forces in Khuzestan.  As most Iranian 
Arabs in Khuzestan practice Shi’ite Islam, violent unrest in this province has 
unfolded as a largely ethnic conflict. At international soccer games involving 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states, some Ahwazi Arabs have chanted 
slogans against their government steeped in Arab nationalism as they show 
support for teams visiting from Persian Gulf Arab states. Certain Iranian Arabs 
have expressed solidarity with the Saudi-led Arab coalition fighting the Houthi 
rebels allied with Tehran as well as the Sunni rebels fighting the Iranian-backed 
Syrian regime. In this way they have demonstrated support for Saudi efforts to 
contain the expansion of Iranian influence in these two Sunni-majority Arab 
countries.

*

We took occasional day trips from Abadan. Groups went to the in the 
company's launch, and . Groups went to the ziggurat at Tchoga Zambil, and to 
Shush and Shushtar. The boy scouts went on a couple of camping trips, most 
memorably to Lali, where we camped in the hills and were entertained by a 
man who played a shawm and his son, probably, who played a drum. I also to 
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the Middle East scout “jamboree” in Manzariyeh, Tehran, as part of . I think the 
church group went to Ahwaz, and somehow I remember seeing an antique 
Bugatti on the street there. There was a deli there named Negro's where we 
could get cheeses not found in Abadan. Once my father was invited to visit the 
Ahwaz home of a relative of a colleague from his office. The gracious family, 
the courtyard home, the delicious meal are wonderful memories. While my 
mom was back home with my sister, I traveled with my father to MIS and to 
Kharg Island, when they were just beginning to plan for the port there.  
Foremost was the intensity of the physical environment. The blazing sun and 
baking pavements were most memorable. As a product of the frozen 
northlands, I truly loved the relentless heat — but of course I had a home and 
the pool for retreat, and didn't have to work in it. Bluer skies than Abadan's are 
impossible. The ever-flowing river was a constant presence, and the canal-
watered date groves and irrigated provided a striking contrast with the 
surrounding parched tan earth, on which as far as I could see nothing grew 
except prickly “camel thorns.” I'd go to the river to watch the freighters, 
tankers and dhows docked at the shore. There was a continuing conflict with 
(which still goes on), and there were usually army men behind sandbags at the 
shore. Now and then US destroyers and British frigates would sail up the river 
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to show the flag, and we could visit the ships and have the sailors to home for a 
supper on shore.

*

*

PARIS (AP) _ An Iranian zoologist, serving as a medical orderly at the front in 
the Iran-Iraq war, discovered a new species of gecko lizard, a French professor 
said Friday.  The discoverer has not been heard of since and may have been 
killed in the fighting, said Prof. Michel Thireau of the Paris Museum of Natural 
History.  Cpl. Ali Reza Ensaf spotted the gecko, a tropical and sub-tropical 
lizard with suction pads on its feet, in the ruins of an Iranian position shelled 
by the Iraqis near Fakke in Khuzistan in July 1984, Thireau said in a telephone 
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interview.  Ensaf captured the animal and sent it alive to Mohammed Baloutch, 
his former professor at Tehran University.  Baloutch brought the lizard to Paris, 
where he and Thireau determined that it was a new series to add to the two 
species of geckos previously known in Iran.  Thireau said he and Baloutch of 
Tehran described the new species in a scientific publication late last year.  ″We 
named it Eublepharis Ensafi, after the discoverer,″ he said.

*

*

In the Middle East in the mid-19th century, the lion ranged from Mesopotamia 
through the Iranian province of Khuzestan to Fars.  This was the Asian 
subspecies, Panthera leo persica.  By the beginning of the 20th century, the lion 
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had disappeared from Mesopotamia, but still occurred in several areas in 
Khuzestan and Fars.  The last lion in Iran was seen by an Indian surveyor of 
the British army in 1942, in an area 65km (40 miles) northwest of the city of 
Dezful.  The Asian lion survives in the Gir forest reserve of northwestern India 
where the population is estimated to be more than 200.  Asian lions differ from 
African lions in two external features: adult males have a distinct ‘belly fold’ 
and the mane does not extend to the forehead.  In Iran the lion frequented two 

habitats: firstly, the dense reed-beds, dense savanna-type bush and riparian 
forests of Khuzestan and the coastal plain eastwards from there towards 
Bushehr; secondly, the oak forests and pistachio-almond forests of the Zagroz 
mountains.  Its prey was mainly wild boar, but Mesopotamian fallow deer were 
probably also taken when they were more widespread.  Although hunting and 
poisoned bait took a heavy toll, the decisive factor in the extinction of the lion 
in Iran was the gradual elimination and destruction of its habitat.  Much of 
Khuzestan used to be covered by forests and dense bush, and the foothills of 
the Zagros range all the way to Fars. Very little of this prime lion habitat 
remains today.

*
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https://vimeo.com/329839229

*

On Thursday, July 4, the Iranian regime’s security forces publicly flogged a 
prisoner in Ahvaz, capital of Iran’s southwestern Khuzestan province.  The 
defendant was previously sentenced to four years in prison and 74 lashes in 
public on charges of robbery by the regime’s judiciary in Khuzestan. The 
identity of the victim has not yet been determined.  The Iranian regime 
regularly uses corporal punishment in public as a means to humiliate prisoners 
and to intimidate the public.  According to Amnesty International’s Philip 
Luther, “The Iranian authorities' prolific use of corporal punishment, including 
on children, demonstrates a shocking disregard for basic humanity. They 
should immediately abolish all forms of such punishment, which in Iran 
includes amputation and blinding as well as flogging.”  “It's simply 
unacceptable that the Iranian authorities continue to allow such punishments 
and to justify them in the name of protecting religious morals,” he added.
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*

The trio dashed off under a burning sun to drive the fifty miles to Shushtar, 
aware now that every minute counted.  Crops along the dusty road were 
already ripening in the summerlike spring heat.  Arabistan, through which they 
were travelling, was “one of the hottest places in the world,” Marguerite 
decided.  As they approached Shushtar, the car was suddenly surrounded by 
mounted Persian gendarmes wearing cossack-style Russian blouses, fur-
banded caps, baggy trousers, and high leather boots.  Fears of capture subsided 
when they learned this was an honor guard dispatched by Shushtar’s governor 
general to escort them.  They entered Shushtar in grand style. The governor 
general, a “melancholy looking” old gentleman, “wearing the traditional long 
black frock coat of the Persian official,” entertained them with an excellent 
meal and warm, civilized hospitality.  But Marguerite observed that he “smiled 
pityingly” when they said they planned to live with the Bakhtiari tribespeople 
during the migration.  Life in Shushtar was wretched enough, he murmured, 
but among the tribes it was impossible.  He personally would prefer to live in 
Teheran.  Marguerite sensed again and again this schism between the city 
Persians and the tribespeople.  The urban dweller despised the uncouth 
nomad; the nomad regarded the city slicker as weak, cowardly and caddish.

*
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*

The route took them through Khurramshahr and Ahwaz, across the bone-dry 
bed of the Karun river, then straight north.  The desolation was complete, and 
the country devoid of human life except for occasional groupings of black tents 
visible well in the distance on both sides of the semi-highway.  After two 
hundred kilometers, mountains began to emerge on the horizon to the right.  
On some of the peaks the whiteness of what must have been snow reflected the 
late afternoon sun.  Thin, isolated patches of grass began to appear in the open 
land, and with darkness rapidly falling, for the first time they met traffic; horse 
and donkey-drawn carts, small herds of goats attended by small boys; even 
trucks of unknown vintage, packed full of people and animals.  As they came 
to an ancient bridge, the driver was forced to cope with a desert traffic jam: 
hordes of people on foot - black-veiled women, barefoot children, men in those 
dirty-grey robes so common to the Arab world. The continuing honking of the 
Range Rover’s horn soon had everyone inside fully awake.  Across the bridge, 
the vehicle was forced to a creep as they pushed their way through the town of 
Dizful.  Its narrow streets now took on the form of an oriental bazaar - food 
shops with cadavers of unidentifiable fowl hanging from the ceilings; a 
hardware niche with its disarray of misshaped pots and utensils; then the 
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shoemaker, the rugs, the inevitable donkey supporting brass urns surrounded 
by customers sipping tea and gossiping; the garbage, the spices, the dust.

*

The objectives to be reached remained as unclear as the timing of the war’s 
onset, but appeared to be limited to the conquest of the coastal plains of 
Khuzestan and the securing of both banks of the Shatt al-Arab River.  The 
chiefs of staff did not intend to assault the Zagros Mountains, particularly 
given the perspective of autumn or, worse, winter.  From this mountain range, 
which rises to over 13,100 feet (4,000 meters), the Iranians dominated the Iraqis 
in the plains.  To avoid an Iranian counterattack from the mountains, the Iraqi 
generals planned to take control of a few strategic high-altitude points that 
would enable them to better guard access to the Iraqi cities.  Khuzestan 
Province was chosen as the offensive’s principal target.  The Iraqi generals 
hoped that Khuzestan’s flat terrain would allow their tanks to move freely, 
despite the presence of many marshlands.  The area’s road network was quite 
dense, allowing for encirclement and diversion maneuvers.  Additionally, two-
thirds of Iran’s oil production was concentrated in the province.  Capturing of 
destroying Iran’s oil infrastructure would further weaken the Iranian regime by 
considerably reducing its oil revenue.  Saddam Hussein was also convinced 
that Khuzestan’s Arab-speaking population would rise up with the arrival of 
the first Iraqi tanks, welcoming his soldiers as liberators.

*

As the ancient town of Dezful crumbled under Saddam Hussein’s terror 
bombings in the early 1980s, volunteering as an aid worker there meant 
digging bodies out from under the rubble. While boys as young as eleven left 
this besieged city in southwestern Iran’s Khuzestan province to fight on the 
front lines, others stayed behind to help emergency crews clear out the 
wreckage and salvage the remnants. After each offensive, the youngsters 
would cycle through the streets to figure out where the bombs had hit. They 
would first try and assess whether there was anyone alive to save. If not, “it 
became a matter of … well, basically digging. And if you saw what that meant 
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to the loved ones who had been left alive, you would know it was no less 
important than helping the living.”  Over thirty years later, as the belligerence 
of the Islamic State (Isis) on the other side of the border rekindles Iranians’ 
memories of bloody conflict, Tehran Bureau spoke with a visual artist who is 
reconstructing the fragmented narrative of the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. The artist, 
who spoke on condition of anonymity, was only a teenager when the war 
began. He spent four years as a volunteer in his native Dezful, and is still 
attempting to make sense of the limbs, bodies and shrapnel that passed 
through his hands during the Jang-e Tahmili, or the “Imposed War.” “I had this 
fearlessness that allowed me to go out anywhere, dig up anything. I just 
wanted to help,” he says. “But now, it’s all very painful to remember. Before 
our encounter today, I had not spoken of it in years. No one had asked.”

*
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The Student Union of Jondishapour University in Ahvaz, Iran by Kamran Diba, 
1968-1972. The building is built using elongated brick indigenous to the region 
surrounding the delta of the Tigris and Euphrates and is built in a traditional 
Islamic plan, being centered around various courtyards. An exaggerated 
staircase leads up to a gate framed by towers, emphasizing the importance of 
the project as a grand entrance. The architectural language is influenced by the 
bold revolutionary German modernist movement and the monumentalism of  
Italian futurism. In addition the artist was influenced by artist Giorgio de 
Chirico and his operatic scenes set in desolate deserts with dramatic lighting. 
Through this, the structure manipulates the harsh desert light into an art form. 
Diba combines all of these elements into a way that mirrors the utilitarian 
principles of southern Persian architecture and thus retains the unique national 
identity of Iran.

*

Born in the small town of Abadan in southern Iran, Dumas said she and her 
family moved to Whittier when she was just a child and her father got a job on 
the periphery of Los Angeles.  Eventually Dumas enrolled in the public school 
system and recounted to the students how she always remembers being 
amazed at how she could check out books at the public library without having 
to pay for them.  The freedom to read eventually bred the ability to write, 
which she started in earnest at the age of 36, and she hasn't looked back since.  
Now, at 45, she's successful, and her tales of how she got there are hilarious — 
if not an illustration of how stereotypes tend to work in the industry. For 
example, she joked about how one agent in particular asked her to express 
"more oppression and a sense of struggle" in her work, to which she responded 
that not all Middle Eastern women are oppressed.  And while she has uncanny 
natural ability to pass for a comedian, that's just  how much she mesmerized 
the students, she said she'd like her books to deliver the message that people 
should not hate others because they talk differently.  As a child, however, she 
did have to absorb and endure a great deal of hatred during the Iranian 
hostage crisis of 1979.  First she'd jokingly tell the folks that "the hostages 
weren't in my garage," then eventually say, "How do you think I feel? It's 
awful. They're terrorists.”  During that time, she said, one particular morning 
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the family's refrigerator broke down and she and her mother had to call a 
repairman. He showed up on their doorstep, with his pickup parked in the 
driveway and sporting a nasty bumper sticker that read, "Wanted: Iranians for 
target practice."

*

TEHRAN – Director Mostafa Purmohammadi has completed a documentary 
that chronicles the life story of the Iranian Para-cyclist Bahman Golbarnezhad 
who died following a crash during the 2016 Rio Paralympics.  Produced by 
Mehdi Mtahhar, My Dear Bahman is scheduled to premiere at the Rasaneh 
Cultural Center on Monday evening.  Golbarnezhad, 48, died in a crash during 
the men’s C4/C5 road race at the Rio Paralympics in Pontal, Rio de Janeiro on 
September 17, 2016.
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*

The square, black and white photographs of Mohsen Rastani (for whom we 
had managed to arrange a visa and who came all the way from Tehran to talk 
about his life and work) got a lot of attention from the Dutch press. In his work 
Mohsen isolates people from their surroundings through the use of a white 
blanket or cloth he installs behind the people he wants to take a picture of. No 
matter where he is: in the street, on the battlefield or in his studio, he will 
always bring his white sheet along. Rastani: “We succeed better in looking into 
other people’s soul and mind, as long as we are not distracted by anything 
else.” Enlightenment is key.
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A young Iranian playing in the NBA.  Among the things I never thought I 
would see in my lifetime, that's one.  But he's here. Hamed Haddadi, a 7-foot-2 
center for the Phoenix Suns, has joined the long list of foreign-born players 
who have come to the United States to play basketball at its highest level.  
None of the others, however, come from a country with such an acrimonious 
history with the U.S.  Before Wednesday night's game against the Jazz, 
Haddadi admitted the political aspect to his situation is rare. But it's not a 
distraction.  "It's part of it," he said outside the visitor's locker room at 
EnergySolutions Arena. "But I don't follow politics. It's not my job. Basketball is 
my job. I follow basketball — my sport, my team. I wake up every morning at 
7:30 or 8. I don't have time for politics, you know? I follow just my job.”  
Haddadi was born almost 28 years ago in Ahvaz, Iran, a city with a population 
of 1.4 million that has an average high temperature in July of 115 degrees.No 

wonder he likes Phoenix.  Haddadi didn't play basketball until he was "14 or 
15," concentrating instead on soccer.  "It was not big — basketball in Iran," he 
said. "I was a soccer player at first. People there play soccer in the streets, like 
they basketball here. Or baseball. There, it was soccer.”  Still, Haddadi began 
playing basketball — and liked it — even though he could not find oversized 
gym shoes. So he played in his stocking feet until an uncle in Germany sent 
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him sneakers that fit.  "Basketball is more fun," Haddadi said. "It is exciting. … 
When I first started dunking without jumping, I said, 'Yeah, I like basketball.' “

*

On their penultimate night, these capers come to a suitably shuddering climax.  
Sad-eyed Faisal, ecstatic and exuberant on the effects of 1990 Cristal, is E’d up, 
to boot. In such high spirits of excess, Faisal finally proves unable to contain 
himself.  He can’t keep a lid on his lustful obsession for Shirin.  With all the 
embarrassing effusions such obsessions spawn, he spills out his love for her… 
It happens like this. On the steps of the Sacre Coeur in Montmartre, with 
Azeem out of the way on a pretext, Faisal takes Shirin’s hand. Though 
discomfited with guilty excitement, she lets him, if only to see how far he’ll go.  
She too has indulged in some champagne, not as much as Faisal, but enough to 
make her floaty, slightly rash - as always when tiddly.  Sweating Faisal 
whispers in her ear Nizami’s famous lines - Your lips flow with sweet sugar, / The 
sweet sugar that flows in Khuzestan.  At the same moment as those words transfix 
Shirin with a thrill, one of Faisal’s hands cups her breast, her heart beats faster 
against his hand.  His other hand, too eager, clasps her buttock.  As his fingers 
cherish her there, he leans his head toward hers, to whisper honeyed words of 
love.  “Let me be your slave, I love you so,” he whispers in her hot ear.  “Let me 
be, Shabby,” she says, her heart wild.  “What will Zimmie think, if he sees us?”  
“Forget him, Shirin.  He’s a loser, he’s not god enough for you.. my darling, my 
princess, I worship you.”

*

In order to evaluate and compare the properties of type traits in Khuzestani 
and Azeri river buffaloes, 148 and 336 Khuzestani and Azeri buffaloes were 
used, respectively. Animals were evaluated for traits such as Height at Withers, 
Body depth, Body length, Heart girth, Hip width, Pin width and Hip to Pin 
length. The averages for these traits in Khuzestani breed were 145.2±6.63, 
78.27±5.43, 140.5±10.05, 208.87±13.75, 57±4.44, 25.29±3.03 and 44±2.97 cm and in 
Azeri breed were 138.93±6.39, 76.4±5.61, 136.22±10.05, 184±13.66, 54.96±4.85, 
26.43±3.94 and 43.8±3.44 cm, respectively. The effect of breed on height at 
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withers, heart girth and hip width was quite significant (P<0.001) and values 
for these traits in Khuzestani breed was higher than Azeri. The effect of parity 
number for all studied traits was significant (P<0.001), except for the heart 
girth. Heifers had the lowest values among different age groups and 
differences in this group increased with increasing age and parity. Also, the 
effects of province as a factor for climate and culture circumstances on studied 
traits was quite significant (P<0.001), except for the heart girth and hip to Pin 
length. Buffaloes in Guilan province had lowest and buffaloes in Khuzestan 
and Kermanshah provinces had the highest values.

*

The boat makes its way through the canes we cross backyards of houses right 
beside the lagoon. Here in Shadegan lagoon where migrant birds have flown 
for the winter, life seems to be set at a different time. The locals living around 
are of Arab speaking backgrounds and their economy runs from the production 
of dairy products, meat and of giving boat rides to visitors like us. Apart from 
cars, mobile phones and a few other bits، technology seems to have been 

released to the waters. But Persian hospitality is stronger than ever.  Visiting 
Shadegan lagoon on a week day and on a less touristy season has given us the 
chance to have the lagoon all to ourselves. Silence takes over until a massive 
water buffalo breaks into the waters and swims by our boat. A soft breeze 
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gently strokes my face and the fierce sunshine hardly allows my eyes to 
witness the beauty other than behind my shades. Swirling clouds dance in the 
blue blue sky and pine trees adorn crumbling villages.  Our boat driver has 
brought his son along and every once in a while they have small conversations 
in Arabic. Despite years of having Arabic in our school curriculum, we don’t 
understand a word. It feels rather strange to be at your own home and not to be 
able to understand a local conversation. Something that happens very 
frequently when traveling in Iran. But here in Khuzestan, diversity is at another 
level.

*

The ‘Persian Blue’ exhibition underway at the Museum of Contemporary Art 
Ahvaz (MCAA) in southern Khuzestan Province displays the work of four 
generations of Iranian artists who have explored the various tones of blue in 
their artworks.  The exhibition, which was inaugurated last week in the 
presence of Homayoun Qanavati, director of the Department of Culture and 
Islamic Guidance in Khuzestan, Japan’s Cultural Attaché to Iran Rika Omagari 
and many prominent artists, presents a unique collection of artworks unified 
by one of Iran’s strongest cultural symbols, Persian blue.  The color is the 
symbol of purity, sincerity, glory, faith and peace and is also given great 
attention in Persian literature, architecture, miniature and traditional works of 
art. Traditionally, it is a very precious color to Iranian artists, Honaronline 
reported.  The title ‘Persian Blue’ has been taken from the color blue in some 
Persian pottery and tiles used in the construction of mosques and palaces in 
Iran and the Middle East.  “This is the first time such an exhibition is held in 
Iran. Thematizing on global peace and beauty, it showcases 120 works by 
young and veteran artists. So far, six countries have offered to hold the exhibit 
after it concludes in Ahvaz,” Director of MCAA Mohammad Manouchehri 
said. A variety of artworks of different medium are exhibited including 
paintings, calligraphy paintings, miniatures, photos and pieces of ancient tiles 
and potteries. Mahmoud Farshchian, Sohrab Sepehri, Ali Shirazi, Farah 
Ossouli, Aydin Aghdashloo, Bahman Mohasses, Parvaneh Etemadi, Parviz 
Kalantari, Mahmoud Zenderoudi, Hossein Mahjoubi, Pariyoush Ganji and 
Atousa Yazdani are among the artists whose works are on display. The 
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museum is the second biggest cultural complex in Iran and “as an arm of the 
private sector aims to support the art community at the national and 
international levels,” Manouchehri noted.

*

Sheikh Hajat, whom I knew well, was very glad to see us. He had been a good 
friend of Majid’s and was one of my instructors in the field of the Asil of 
Khuzestan. He had an enormous brazier of red-hot charcoal set before us, and 
once we were warmed by tea and coffee, the conversation turned to my guests 
and the reason for their presence. They wanted his opinion as to the 
qualifications of a good Asil horse. He said: “First ask them which horse they 
are talking about. The horse of the “khiaban” (avenue, meaning a horse for 
showing off, festivities etc.) or a horse of the “biaban”? (the desert or the 
wilderness, meaning a horse for fighting, long distances, speed for hunting etc.) 
The reply was “the horse of the biaban”.  He then replied: “First, before looking 
at the horse’s body, you must ensure that it has the five specifications of 
character: Courage. Intelligence. Stamina. Spirit. Above all “Nejabat” (a 
difficult word to translate, a mixture of nobleness, gentleness and the ethics of 
an aristocrat). If it lacks these virtues, no matter how pleasing he is to the eye, 
he is a worthless horse, so do not waste your time
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*

*

We bet you won’t like him when he’s angry … Sajad Gharibi has become an 
internet phenomenon because of his enormous physique, The Sun reports.  His 
abnormally muscular frame has even drawn comparisons to Marvel’s The 
Incredible Hulk, with fans dubbing him the “Iranian Hulk” because of his size.  
Standing 1.88m tall, Gharibi, 27, weighs an incredible 178kg — which is mostly 
muscle — and has amassed 400,000 followers on Instagram, who tune in to see 
his daily routine.  And when the bodybuilder is not in the gym lifting weights, 
he’s sharing what he puts into his body — most notably a full English breakfast 
before he starts his day.

HIS APPETITE IS HUGE

When you’re the size of this man, your calorie intake has to be significant — 
and Gharibi is not a man that skips breakfast.  He’s always posting his meals 
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on Instagram, and in the mornings he loves nothing better than chowing down 
on a full English breakfast which he washes down with an energy drink.  
Gharibi also eats lots of fruit, fish, chicken and drinks plenty of milk during the 
day between workouts.

HE ONCE VOWED TO FIGHT FOR HIS COUNTRY

Back in 2016, Gharibi said he wanted to join the fight against IS and join the 
Iranian Armed Forces to combat Islamic State in the Syrian civil war.
In an impassioned video, he said: “First of all, I want to say that I’m a defender 
of my country.  “General Soleimani, all the martyrs and the selfless people who 
give their lives for our country are my heroes, and we have them to thank for 
the peace in our country.  “I will always be a soldier for my country.  The 
second thing is that, after Ramadan, I hope to start up my training again and 
reach my goal, in two or three years, to be in good enough shape to be of 
service to my country.”

*
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*

Floods in Iran have killed 76 people and caused more than $2.2bn in damages 
in recent weeks, with flood warnings still in place for large swaths of the 
country.  Six more people were confirmed dead in the country's south, 
according to a new toll published on Sunday.   "With the death of five people in 
the Khuzestan province and another person in Ilam province, the death toll has 
now reached 76," since March 19, a statement by the coroner's office said.  The 
two southwestern provinces are the latest to be overwhelmed by floods that 
first hit the northeast of the usually arid country, forcing hundreds of 
thousands to evacuate from cities and villages.  Officials have again issued 
flood warnings for the east of Iran, with heavy rains that began on Saturday 
forecast to continue.  Since mid-March, flash floods have hit 25 of Iran's 31 
provinces, forcing mass evacuations, ravaging infrastructure, and inflicting 
heavy losses on the agricultural sector.  "Twenty-five provinces and more than 
4,400 villages across the country were affected by the floods," Interior Minister 
Abdolreza Rahmani-Fazli told parliament, according to the official IRNA news 
agency.  He said the damages amount to between 300 and 350 trillion rials - 
between $2.2bn and $2.6bn at the free market rate.  Transport Minister 
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Mohammad Eslami meanwhile told government officials that "725 bridges 
have been totally destroyed.”  "More than 14,000 kilometres of roads have been 
damaged," he said, according to IRNA.

*

TEHRAN – An exhibition of photos of Iran’s recent flood under the title 
Everywhere for Everyone will open at the Cannes Film Market tomorrow. A 
collection of photos depicting people and the Iranian Red Crescent in the flood-
stricken regions helping victims of the devastation that occurred in the 
provinces of Golestan, Lorestan and Khuzestan will be showcased at the 
pavilion of Iran’s Farabi Cinema Foundation for the last two days of the 
market, a public relations team for the exhibit announced in a press release 
published on Tuesday.  The exhibit also intends to show how U.S. sanctions 
have prevented the Iranian Red Crescent from obtaining any foreign financial 
aid to assist victims of flooding.  The collection will later go on view at the 
Iranian Cultural Center in Paris during a weeklong exhibition, which will open 
on May 24.  The photos are taken by 28 photographers, including Ahmad 
Balbasi, Reza Ahmadvand, Amir-Ali Razzaqi, Mohsen Rezai, Fereshteh Eslahi 
and Hassan Ghaffari.  The photos have been selected by Babak Borzuyeh and 
Heidar Rezai. Borzuyeh is due to hold a one-day workshop on the opening day.  
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The project has been launched by the Farabi Cinema Foundation and Iranian 
Cultural Center in Paris in collaboration with the Iranian Red Crescent.

*

TEHRAN – No serious damage has been reported to museums and cultural 
heritage sites across Iran’s Khuzestan province hit by a medium-sized quake on 
Monday, according to the Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism 
Organization.  “Based on probes and field visits, no serious damage to 
museums, historical relics and monuments has been reported from an 
earthquake that today jolted Masjed Soleiman [an ancient city in southwestern 
Khuzestan province],”CHTN quoted a provincial tourism official as saying on 
Monday.  According to the data published on Iranian Seismological Center 
(IRSC), affiliated to Tehran University, the first quake struck Masjed Soleiman 
at about 11:30 a.m. at the depth of 17 kilometers beneath the earth’s surface.  
Four other quakes measuring 3-4.7 on the Richter scale shook the area within 
40 minutes. Fairly powerful quakes shook the capital city of Ahvaz and other 
cities across the province, while it even affected the western province of 
Lorestan.  “There are a lot of historical monuments in Masjed Soleiman. For 
this reason, we have not yet fully monitored [all over the region] so far, 
however, no [serious] damage to its monuments and historical objects has been 
reported,” Ahmadreza Hosseini said.  Masjed Soleiman was the site of the first 
oil well in Iran and the Middle East.  Iran is located on major seismic faults and 
experiences one earthquake per day on average. In 2003, a magnitude 6.6 
earthquake flattened the historic city of Bam in southern Iran, killing 26,000 
people.  The U.S. Geological Survey said Monday’s quake was centered 28 
kilometers (17 miles) southeast of Masjed Soleiman, and at a depth of 10 
kilometers (6 miles). At least five aftershocks were recorded, and tremors were 
felt as far away as Kuwait.

*
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Will Ahvaz get independence from Iran?

4 Answers

No. Ahvaz (Ahwaz) won’t get independence from Iran at all.

Why should Ahvaz get independence from Iran?  On the whole, such disputing 
issues seem to be related to the propaganda of opponent media who strive to 
make conflict between people against the system of their country(s). Actually, 
the people of Ahvaz (as relatively an Arabic part/city of Iran) have not any 
remarkable problem (about racial discrimination) that we presume they need to 
get independence from Iran. (What I said is based on my research; meanwhile, 
I’ve lived there for more than 20 years, too).  On the other hand, regarding 
some common probable problems in Ahvaz (that probably opponent media 
and their supporters are zooming/abusing them), we ought to pay heed that:  
There are diverse provinces/cities in Iran who are not Arabs (I mean Persian 
and so on), and factually many of them might be encountered some/much 
problems, but that is not related to racism discrimination or the oppression of 
the system, but, that is related to common problems of the country (like every 
country’s problems, such as economic and other problems), hence it is not due 
to Arab people of Ahvaz. Subsequently, there is no specific protest of Ahvazi 
people to indicate that they are looking for getting independence from Iran. 
Additionally, Ahwaz contains diverse ethnicities such as: Arab/Persian/
Lur(Bakhtiari) and so on.

Conclusion:

Supposing such wrong hypothesis (about getting independence) is not based 
on what Ahvazi people want, but it is according to what opponent media (and 
their supporters) are looking for! Meanwhile, they seem to be interested in 
Islamic Republic of Iran, not to be against the system.
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RESULTS

PRELIMINARY ROUND

Match 1          Switzerland 3 Chile 3 (Switzerland pens)
Match 2          Bosnia/Herzegovina 1 Karakalpakstan 0
Match 3          Sierra Leone 4 South Ossetia 2
Match 4          Sapmi 0 Afghanistan 2
Match 5          Slovakia 0 Costa Rica 0 (Slovakia pens)
Match 6          Austria 0 Nauru 5
Match 7          Mapuche 2 Chad 3
Match 8          Bhutan 1 Peru 7
Match 9          Cornwall 0 South Sudan 0 (Cornwall pens)
Match 10        Burundi 2 Tasmania 2 (Burundi pens)
Match 11        St Kitts & Nevis 0 Benin 0 (St Kitts pens)
Match 12        Guernsey 2 Fernando de Noronha 0
Match 13        Sardinia 6 Swaziland 4
Match 14        Russia 5 Guatemala 5 (Russia pens)
Match 15        County of Nice 0 Azerbaijan 2
Match 16        India 0 Sri Lanka 3
Match 17        Czech Rep. 4 Serbia 1
Match 18        North Korea 1 Saudi Arabia 4
Match 10        Philippines 4 Gorno-Badakhshan 5
Match 20        Montenegro 3 Cook Is. 3 (Montenegro pens)
Match 21        US Virgin Is. 0 Zimbabwe 5
Match 22        North Mariana Is. 4 Isla Martin Garcia 0
Match 23        Zambia 0 Ukraine 2
Match 24        Kenya 1 Central African Rep. 3
Match 25        Kingdom of Fryup 2 Ryukyu Is. 1
Match 26        Sealand 4 Bonaire 4 (Sealand pens)
Match 27        Congo 3 Canada 1
Match 28        Finland 4 Slovenia 0
Match 29        French Polynesia 2 Oland 0
Match 30        Panama 1 San Andres & Providencia 0
Match 31        Georgia 1 Iran 4
Match 32        Quechua 5 Cyprus 1
Match 33        Cascadia 6 Sao Tome & Principe 0
Match 34        Ghana 1 Dominican Rep. 0
Match 35        Jammu & Kashmir 2 Glacier Republic 2 (Glacier Rep. pens)
Match 36        Szekely Land 1 Northern Isles 1 (Northern Isles pens)
Match 37        Netherlands 3 Samoa 0
Match 38        Molossia 2 Cape Verde Is. 2 (Cape Verde pens)
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Match 39        Thailand 1 Mali 5
Match 40        Israel 0 Western Sahara 3
Match 41        Indonesia 0 Estonia 0 (Estonia pens)
Match 42        Western Isles 4 Maldives 2
Match 43        Trinidad & Tobago 3 Morocco 6
Match 44        Honduras 0 South Korea 3
Match 45        New Zealand 3 Faroe Is. 18
Match 46        Mauritania 0 Nicaragua 4
Match 47        Tokelau 3 Artsakh 2
Match 48        Bougainville 2 Talossa 3
Match 49        Uzbekistan 0 Kosovo 1
Match 50        Guyana 1 Cocos Is 3
Match 51        Germany 0 Sint Eustatius 4
Match 52        Niue 4 Seychelles 4 (Niue pens)
Match 53        Sint Maarten 5 Micronesia 3
Match 54        Laos 1 Liberland 2
Match 55        UAE 3 Quebec 4
Match 56        Biafra 0 Uruguay 4
Match 57        Saint Martin 0 Taiwan 3
Match 58        Singapore 2 Martinique 1
Match 59        Armenia 0 Isle of Man 3
Match 60        Republika Srpska 4 Bolivia 5
Match 61        Guinea-Bissau 4 American Samoa 5
Match 62        Liechtenstein 7 Tanzania 2
Match 63        Andorra 2 Provence 2 (Andorra pens)
Match 64        Hungary 0 Turkmenistan 5
Match 65        Easter Is. 7 Chatham Is. 2
Match 66        Nigeria 3 Casamance 2
Match 67        England 6 Oman 1
Match 68        Moldova 0 Eritrea 0 (Eritrea pens)
Match 69        St Vincent & Grenadines 4 Balearic Is. 4 (Balearic Is. pens)
Match 70        Jordan 0 Myanmar 5
Match 71        Sudan 3 Malta 0
Match 72        Vanuatu 1 France 3
Match 73        Maasai 5 Lebanon 0
Match 74        Darfur 1 Cambodia 5
Match 75        Spain 4 British Virgin Is. 2
Match 76        Vatican City 5 El Salvador 0
Match 77        Gotland 0 Lithuania 0 (Gotland pens)
Match 78        Seborga 4 Donetsk PR. 1
Match 79        Principality of Hutt River 1 Chechnya 6
Match 80        Mexico 11 Sorbia 5
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Match 81        Kyrgyzstan 2 Malawi 3
Match 82        Monaco 1 Togo 0
Match 83        Iceland 3 Rep. of Ireland 4
Match 84        Jamaica 3 Mayotte 5
Match 85        Reunion 8 Skaneland 2
Match 86        Libya 4 Senegal 3
Match 87        Dagestan 4 Kuril Is. 3
Match 88        Brunei 3 Curacao 4
Match 89        South Moluccas 3 Angola 4
Match 90        Liberia 2 Croatia 2 (Liberia pens)
Match 91        Froya 6 Corsica 6 (Corsica pens)
Match 92        Japan 3 Comoros 3 (Japan pens)
Match 93        USA 2 Tristan da Cunha 0
Match 94        Franconia 1 Greece 2
Match 95        Gagauzia 3 Pakistan 3 (Pakistan pens)
Match 96        Uganda 4 Dominica 0
Match 97        Romania 5 Paraguay 2
Match 98        Syria 1 Vietnam 0
Match 99        Khuzestan 4 Aland 1
Match 100      Suriname 3 Balochistan 1
Match 101      Romani People 3 Italy 0
Match 102      Puerto Rico 1 Guam 3
Match 103      Palestine 4 Navajo 2
Match 104      Andaman & Nicobar Is. 1 Grenada 3
Match 105      Crimea 2 Rohingya 1
Match 106      Kazakhstan 5 Alaska 5 (Kazakhstan pens)
Match 107      Kabylia 1 Venezuela 2
Match 108      Norfolk Is. 1 Basque Country 7

FIRST ROUND

Match 109     St Barthelemy 4 Central African Republic 4 (St Bart pens)
Match 110     Catalonia 2 Nicaragua 3
Match 111     Faroe Is. 1 Kiribati 3
Match 112     Wallis & Futuna Is. 5 Tibet 5 (Tibet pens)
Match 113     Bangladesh 3 Latvia 4
Match 114     Australia 2 Sint Eustatius 1
Match 115     Galicia 2 Transnistria 4
Match 116     Bahrain 4 Falkland Is. 3
Match 117     Hong Kong 4 Netherlands 1
Match 118     Christmas Is. 3 Bulgaria 3 (Bulgaria pens)
Match 119     Malawi 5 Basque Country 5 (Malawi pens)
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Match 110     Western Sahara 1 Cape Verde 3
Match 111     Marshall Is. 1 Argentina 1 (Argentina pens)
Match 112     Crete 3 Montenegro 0
Match 113     Brittany 5 Romani People 1
Match 114     Cambodia 5 Nakhchivan 0
Match 115     Turkey 0 Panama 5
Match 116     Spain 2 Mexico 1
Match 117     Russia 1 Mayotte 3
Match 118     Peru 4 Guinea 1
Match 119     Norway 6 Palestine 1
Match 120     South Korea 2 Qatar 0
Match 121     Canary Is. 0 Madagascar 4
Match 122     Guadeloupe 1 Palau 1 (Guadeloupe pens)
Match 123     Gibraltar 1 Glacier Republic 4
Match 124     Juan Fernandez Is. 2 Sardinia 1
Match 125     Gilgit-Baltistan 1 East Turkestan 0
Match 126     Macedonia 1 Bolivia 1 (Bolivia pens)
Match 127     Zimbabwe 6 Morocco 4
Match 128     Barotseland 6 Eritrea 5
Match 129     Ascension Is. 1 Kosovo 2
Match 130     Monaco 4 Iran 2
Match 131     Sint Maarten 1 Aruba 1 (Sint Maarten pens)
Match 132     Fiji 5 Zanzibar 5 (Fiji 4-1 pens)
Match 133     Nauru 5 Papua New Guinea 4
Match 134     Madeira 2 Gambia 2 (Gambia pens)
Match 135     Cocos Is. 0 Botswana 3
Match 136     Luxembourg 5 Suriname 5 (Suriname pens)
Match 137     Mozambique 4 Cuba 1
Match 138     Puntland 0 Ambazonia 1
Match 139     Abkhazia 0 Guam 4
Match 140     Namibia 1 Algeria 0
Match 141     Singapore 3 Tajikistan 2
Match 142     Cascadia 2 Adjara 6
Match 143     East Timor 5 Western Isles 1
Match 144     Talossa 0 Poland 3
Match 145     Socotra 5 Northern Cyprus 5 (Socotra pens)
Match 146     Saint Lucia 1 Bahamas 7
Match 147     Reunion 5 Nepal 1
Match 148     Tunisia 1 Cabinda 4
Match 149     Ghana 2 Cameroon 1
Match 150     Matabeleland 0 Chad 1
Match 151     Burkina Faso 3 Belgium 2
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Match 152     Gabon 3 Svalbard 4
Match 153     Guernsey 3 Macau 1
Match 154     New Caledonia 6 Greece 0
Match 155     Ethiopia 4 Uganda 0
Match 156     Saudi Arabia 3 Afghanistan 2
Match 157     Yemen 5 French Polynesia 0
Match 158     Rep. Ireland 3 Finland 8
Match 159     Chechnya 1 Maasai 1 (Chechnya pens)
Match 160     Sweden 0 Belarus 0 (Sweden pens)
Match 161     Aborigines 3 Aceh 0
Match 162     Brazil 2 Ukraine 4
Match 163     Libya 0 Niger 1
Match 164     Tahiti 1 San Marino 3
Match 165     St Helena 4 Turkmenistan 1
Match 166     Hitra 2 Andorra 4
Match 167     Venezuela 7 South Africa 0
Match 168     Angola 4 Saba 5
Match 169     Slovakia 1 Estonia 3
Match 170     Liberland 2 Mongolia 0
Match 171     Vojvodina 5 England 1
Match 172     Albania 1 Heligoland 0
Match 173     Japan 2 Pakistan 1
Match 174     Pitcairn Is. 1 Anguilla 1 (Anguilla pens)
Match 175     Bermuda 4 Circassia 2
Match 176     West Papua 0 Vatican City 4
Match 177     Tokelau 1 Quechua 7
Match 178     Bosnia/Herzegovina 7 Taiwan 0
Match 179     Corsica 1 Easter Is. 4
Match 180     Denmark 0 Lesotho 3
Match 181     Greenland 2 Liberia 4
Match 182     Malaysia 4 Bashkortostan* 0
Match 183     Anjouan 2 Antigua & Barbuda 0
Match 184     Kazakhstan 4 Turks & Caicos Is. 6
Match 185     Portugal 0 Wales 0 (Portugal pens)
Match 186     Hawaii 5 Chagos Is. 3
Match 187     Nigeria 4 Czech Rep. 2
Match 188     Torres Strait Is. 7 Cornwall 3
Match 189     American Samoa 4 Niue 6
Match 190     Montserrat 4 Aleutian Is. 2
Match 191     Dagestan 4 Northern Ireland 3
Match 192     Haiti 3 Isle of Man 5
Match 193     Uruguay 8 Balearic Is. 3
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Match 194     Sealand 3 Tonga 3 (Tonga pens)
Match 195     Congo DR 2 St Kitts & Nevis 5
Match 196     Gotland 4 Sicily 2
Match 197     Crimea 2 China 3
Match 198     Quebec 5 Scotland 0
Match 199     Sierra Leone 4 Seborga 3
Match 200     Gorno-Badakhshan 0 Egypt 1
Match 201     Ecuador 0 Tuvalu 6
Match 202     Kingdom of Fryup 5 Mali 3
Match 203     Padania 10 Galapagos 3
Match 204     Syria 0 Khuzestan 3
Match 205     Barbados 1 Cayman Is. 3
Match 206     Bornholm 9 Romania 4
Match 207     Congo 5 St Pierre & Miquelon 3
Match 208     France 3 Iraq 3 (France 5-4 pens)
Match 209     Cote d’Ivoire 3 Somaliland 0
Match 210     Conch Republic 1 Luhansk PR 1 (Conch Rep. pens)
Match 211     Newfoundland 4 Azores 5
Match 212     Maoris 9 Jersey 2
Match 213     Colombia 0 French Guiana 0 (French Guiana pens)
Match 214     USA 0 Northern Isles 3
Match 215     Belize 0 Rotuma 5
Match 216     Solomon Is. 3 Karpatalja 3 (Solomon Is. pens)
Match 217     Tamil Eelam 3 Sudan 6
Match 218     Mauritius 0 Grenada 2
Match 219     Somalia 0 Kurdistan 0 (Kurdistan pens)
Match 220     Switzerland 2 Myanmar 4
Match 221     Liechtenstein 3 Kuwait 2
Match 222     Annobon 2 Karelia 0
Match 223     Azerbaijan 0 Rwanda 0 (Rwanda pens)
Match 224     North Mariana Is. 0 Equatorial Guinea 5
Match 225     Burundi 2 Sri Lanka 1
Match 226     Djibouti 2 Curacao 10

SECOND ROUND

Match 227     Sweden 2 Andorra 4
Match 228     Bornholm 0 East Timor 1
Match 229     Sudan 3 Namibia 0
Match 230     Curacao 0 Cape Verde Is. 2
Match 231     Torres Strait Is. 3 Botswana 2
Match 232     Gambia 4 Fiji 4 (Fiji pens)
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Match 233     Grenada 1 Tuvalu 0
Match 234     Latvia 1 Cabinda 0
Match 235     Singapore 3 Bahamas 3 (Bahamas pens)
Match 236     Juan Fernandez Is. 0 Monaco 1
Match 237     Japan 5 Estonia 1
Match 238     Kosovo 2 Saudi Arabia 3
Match 239     Argentina 1 Nauru 2
Match 240     Cote d’Ivoire 4 Lesotho 5
Match 241     Barotseland 4 Quechua 3
Match 242     St Barthelemy 5 Uruguay 0
Match 243     San Marino 1 Khuzestan 5
Match 244     Congo 0 Cambodia 4
Match 245     Bosnia/Herzegovina 5 Chad 3
Match 246     Glacier Republic 3 Socotra 1
Match 247     Cayman Is. 0 Tonga 3
Match 248     Guadeloupe 5 Liechtenstein 0
Match 249     Bolivia 2 Madagascar 2 (Madagascar pens)
Match 250     Niue 0 Kingdom of Fryup 4
Match 251     Conch Republic 3 Poland 1
Match 252     Malaysia 0 Hong Kong 3
Match 253     China 0 Anguilla 5
Match 254     Isle of Man 1 Crete 1 (Crete pens)
Match 255     French Guiana 1 Ukraine 1 (French Guiana pens)
Match 256     Bahrain 4 Nicaragua 1
Match 257     Hawaii 5 Rotuma 1
Match 258     Solomon Is. 4 Panama 1
Match 259     France 4 Vatican City 0
Match 260     Saba 4 Burundi 3
Match 261     Guernsey 4 Spain 5
Match 262     Adjara 2 Gotland 0
Match 263     Mozambique 1 Egypt 1 (Mozambique pens)
Match 264     Maoris 5 Gilgit-Baltistan 2
Match 265     Aborigines 0 Annobon 2
Match 266     Suriname 5 Australia 2
Match 267     Kiribati 0 Svalbard 1
Match 268     Bermuda 3 Easter Is. 4
Match 269     Equatorial Guinea 0 Bulgaria 3
Match 270     Ethiopia 0 Albania 0 (Ethiopia pens)
Match 271     Ghana 4 Brittany 5
Match 272     Azores 1 Chechnya 5
Match 273     Malawi 2 New Caledonia 2 (New Caledonia pens)
Match 274     Turks & Caicos Is. 2 Vojvodina 0
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Match 275     Finland 0 Anjouan 1
Match 276     Venezuela 5 Liberia 0
Match 277     South Korea 1 Kurdistan 2
Match 278     Sint Maarten 1 Liberland 3
Match 279     Dagestan 3 Norway 1
Match 280     Niger 5 Sierra Leone 1
Match 281     Myanmar 2 Padania 1
Match 282     St Helena 2 Quebec 1
Match 283     Tibet 5 Transnistria 3
Match 284     Northern Isles 5 Portugal 5 (Northern Isles pens)
Match 285     Montserrat 5 Ambazonia 0
Match 286     Nigeria 1 Burkina Faso 4
Match 287     Mayotte 5 Guam 5 (Mayotte pens)
Match 288     Rwanda 1 St Kitts & Nevis 4
Match 289     Yemen 2 Peru 0
Match 290     Reunion 1 Zimbabwe 3

THIRD ROUND

Match 291    Sudan 4 Crete 2
Match 292    East Timor 5 Solomon Is. 1
Match 293    Tonga 4 Hong Kong 1
Match 294    Japan 2 Niger 4
Match 295    Nauru 0 Hawaii 2
Match 296    Easter Is. 1 French Guiana 4
Match 297    Torres Strait Is. 0 Cambodia 1
Match 298    Spain 3 Lesotho 2
Match 299    Montserrat 3 Zimbabwe 0
Match 300    Dagestan 2 Kurdistan 1
Match 301    St Kitts & Nevis 0 Bahrain 4
Match 302    Andorra 0 Burkina Faso 4
Match 303    Guadeloupe 1 Conch Republic 5
Match 304    Cape Verde Is. 0 France 4
Match 305    Adjara 5 Northern Isles 2
Match 306    Chechnya 2 Maoris 5
Match 307    Myanmar 2 Latvia 0
Match 308    Barotseland 5 Khuzestan 5 (Khuzestan pens)
Match 309    Svalbard 3 Glacier Republic 4
Match 310    Saba 2 Anguilla 4
Match 311    Suriname 4 Venezuela 3
Match 312    Mozambique 5 Ethiopia 3
Match 313    Grenada 0 New Caledonia 5
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Match 314    Annobon 1 Fiji 3
Match 315    Saudi Arabia 3 Turks & Caicos Is. 3 (T&C pens)
Match 316    St Barthelemy 5 Liberland 2
Match 317    Brittany 2 Kingdom of Fryup 3
Match 318    Tibet 0 Bahamas 1
Match 319    Yemen 1 Madagascar 3
Match 320    St Helena 1 Bosnia/Herz 1 (Bosnia pens)
Match 321    Monaco 2 Bulgaria 3
Match 322    Anjouan 5 Mayotte 5 (Mayotte pens)

FOURTH ROUND

Match 323    Maoris 5 Suriname 5 (Suriname pens)
Match 324    St Barthelemy 1 Bahamas 4
Match 325    Mayotte 5 French Guiana 5 (Mayotte pens)
Match 326    Turks & Caicos Is. 0 Burkina Faso 2
Match 327    Glacier Republic 3 Dagestan 5
Match 328    Anguilla 4 Fiji 5
Match 329    France 4 Bosnia/Herz. 3
Match 330    Kingdom of Fryup 2 Spain 4
Match 331    Khuzestan 3 Hawaii 2
Match 332    Bulgaria 0 Tonga 0 (Tonga pens)
Match 333    East Timor 4 Madagascar 1
Match 334    Adjara 5 Cambodia 4
Match 335    New Caledonia 2 Myanmar 3
Match 336    Montserrat 1 Sudan 5
Match 337    Bahrain 1 Conch Republic 1 (Bahrain pens)
Match 338    Niger 0 Mozambique 4

FIFTH ROUND

Match 339    Burkina Faso 5 Fiji 0
Match 340    Mayotte 1 Sudan 0
Match 341    Mozambique 3 Myanmar 5
Match 342    Khuzestan 4 Bahamas 0
Match 343    Suriname 4 Tonga 1
Match 344    East Timor 2 Adjara 4
Match 345    Dagestan 4 France 1
Match 346    Spain 4 Bahrain 3

QUARTER-FINALS
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Match 347    Spain 3 Adjara 4
Match 348    Khuzestan 2 Myanmar 1
Match 349    Suriname 5 Mayotte 0
Match 350    Burkina Faso 2 Dagestan 1

SEMI FINALS

Match 351   Khuzestan 5 Suriname 4
Match 352   Burkina Faso 4 Adjara 4 (Adjara pens)

FINAL

Match 354  Adjara 1 Khuzestan 2

* Bashkortostan won a regional preliminary round in order to enter the preliminary 
round proper. Results: Sakha 3 Tatarstan 3; Bashkortostan 1 Tuva 2; Tuva 5 Sakha 3; 
Tatarstan 5 Kaliningrad 0; Kaliningrad 2 Tuva 1; Sakha 0 Bashkortostan 4; 
Bashkortostan 1 Kaliningrad 2; Tuva 0 Tatarstan 4; Tatarstan 1 Bashkortostan 4; 
Kaliningrad 1 Sakha 7. FINAL: Tatarstan 1 Bashkortostan 4.

NOTES

[i] The names of all eligible nations/territories were drawn out of a hat.

[ii] The results of all matches were determined by the roll of two dice: a red 0-5 dice for 
the home team, and a black 0-5 dice for the away team. In the event of a draw, results 
were determined by a penalty shoot-out, involving the simultaneous rolls of both dice 
(repeated if necessary) with the team rolling the highest number awarded the victory.

[iii] The scoring system was altered from the second round onwards. In preliminary 
and first round matches, a roll of five was rewarded with further rolls, with an 
additional goal awarded for each subsequent roll of a 3, 4 of 5, until such time as the 
sequence stopped. For example, a sequence of 5, 4, 5, 3, 4, 2 would have scored a team 
nine. This was changed in order to simplify the procedure, with each winning score 
limited to five (plus penalties, if necessary).
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INDEX BY COUNTRY 

ABKHAZIA 153
ABORIGINES 279
ACEH 175
ADJARA 537
AFGHANISTAN 170
ALAND 103
ALASKA 110
ALBANIA 284
ALEUTIAN IS. 204
ALGERIA 154
AMBAZONIA 299
AMERICAN SAMOA 203
ANDAMAN & NIC. IS. 108
ANDORRA 326
ANGOLA 182
ANGUILLA 382
ANJOUAN 365
ANNOBON 349
ANTIGUA & BARBUDA 197
ARGENTINA 253
ARMENIA 63
ARTSAKH 51
ARUBA 145
ASCENSION IS. 143
AUSTRALIA 280
AUSTRIA 10
AZERBAJIAN 237
AZORES 286
BAHAMAS 432
BAHRAIN 452
BALEARIC IS. 207
BALOCHISTAN 104
BANGLADESH 117
BARBADOS 219

BAROTSELAND 337
BASHKORTOSTAN 196
BASQUE COUNTRY 123
BELARUS 174
BELGIUM 165
BELIZE 229
BENIN 15
BERMUDA 282
BHUTAN 12
BIAFRA 60
BOLIVIA 263
BONAIRE 30
BORNHOLM 242
BOSNIA & H. 385
BOTSWANA 245
BOUGAINVILLE 52
BRAZIL 176
BRITISH VIRGIN IS. 79
BRITTANY 355
BRUNEI 92
BULGARIA 394
BURKINA FASO 497
BURUNDI 274
CABINDA 248
CAMBODIA 400
CAMEROON 163
CANADA 31
CANARY IS. 135
CAPE VERDE IS. 329
CASAMANCE 70
CASCADIA 156
CATALONIA 114
CAYMAN IS. 261
CENTRAL AF. REP. 113
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CHAD 259
CHAGOS IS 200
CHATHAM IS. 69
CHECHNYA 333
CHILE 5
CHINA 267
CHRISTMAS IS. 122
CIRCASSIA 189
COCOS IS. 149
COLOMBIA 227
COMOROS 96
CONCH REPUBLIC 410
CONGO 258
CONGO DR 209
COOK IS. 24
CORNWALL 202
CORSICA 193
COSTA RICA 9
COUNTY OF NICE 19
CRETE 305
CRIMEA 211
CROATIA 94
CUBA 151
CURACAO 244
CYPRUS 36
CZECH REP 201
DAGESTAN 486
DARFUR 78
DENMARK 194
DJIBOUTI 240
DOMINICA 100
DOMINICAN REP. 38
DONETSK PR 82
EAST TIMOR 442
EAST TURKESTAN 139

EASTER IS. 315
ECUADOR 215
EGYPT 277
EL SALVADOR 80
ENGLAND 185
EQUATORIAL GUINEA 283
ERITREA 142
ESTONIA 251
ETHIOPIA 345
FALKLAND IS. 120
FAROE IS. 115
F. DE NORONHA 16
FIJI 417
FINLAND 289
FRANCE 447
FRANCONIA 98
FRENCH GUIANA 373
FRENCH POLYNESIA 171
FROYA 95
GABON 166
GALAPAGOS 217
GALICIA 119
GAMBIA 246
GAUGAZIA 99
GEORGIA 36
GERMANY 55
GHANA 285
GIBRALTAR 137
GILGIT-BALTISTAN 278
GLACIER REPUBLIC 379
GORNO-BADAKHSHAN 214
GOTLAND 276
GREECE 168
GREENLAND 195
GRENADA 347
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GUADELOUPE 327
GUAM 301
GUATEMALA 18
GUERNSEY 275
GUINEA 132
GUINEA BISSAU 65
GUYANA 54
HAITI 206
HAWAII 391
HELIGOLAND 186
HITRA 180
HONDURAS 48
HONG KONG 309
HUNGARY 68
ICELAND 87
INDIA 20
INDONESIA 45
IRAN 145
IRAQ 222
ISLA MARTIN GARCIA 26
ISLE OF MAN 268
ISRAEL 44
ITALY 105
IVORY COAST 254
JAMAICA 88
JAMMU & KASHMIR 40
JAPAN 311
JERSEY 226
JORDAN 74
JUAN FERNANDEZ IS. 250
KABYLIA 111
KARAKALPAKSTAN 6
KARELIA 236
KARPATALJA 230
KAZAKHSTAN 198

KENYA 28
KHUZESTAN 575
KINGDOM OF FRYUP 388
KIRIBATI 281
KOSOVO 252
KURDISTAN 322
KURIL IS. 91
KUWAIT 235
KYRGYZSTAN 85
LAOS 58
LATVIA 335
LEBANON 77
LESOTHO 319
LIBERIA 290
LIBERLAND 353
LIBYA 177
LIECHTENSTEIN 262
LITHUANIA 81
LUHANSK PR 224
LUXEMBOURG 150
MAASAI 173
MACAU 167
MACEDONIA 140
MADAGASCAR 397
MADEIRA 148
MALAWI 287
MALAYSIA 267
MALDIVES 46
MALI 216
MALTA 75
MAORI 367
MAPUCHE 11
MARSHALL IS 125
MARTINIQUE 62
MATABELELAND 164
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MAURITANIA 50
MAURITIUS 232
MAYOTTE 476
MEXICO 130
MICRONESIA 57
MOLDOVA 72
MOLOSSIA 42
MONACO 363
MONGOLIA 184
MONTENEGRO 126
MONTSERRAT 407
MOROCCO 141
MOZAMBIQUE 426
MYANMAR 466
NAKHCHIVAN 128
NAMIBIA 243
NAURU 313
NAVAJO 107
NEPAL 161
NETHERLANDS 121
NEW CALEDONIA 404
NEW ZEALAND 49
NEWFOUNDLAND 225
NICARAGUA 270
NIGER 413
NIGERIA 300
NIUE 264
NORFOLK IS. 112
NORTH KOREA 22
NORTHERN CYPRUS 159
NORTHERN IRELAND 205
NORTHERN ISLES 331
N.  MARIANA IS. 238
NORWAY 293
OLAND 33

OMAN 71
PADANIA 295
PAKISTAN 187
PALAU 136
PALESTINE 133
PANAMA 272
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 147
PARAGUAY 101
PERU 303
PHILIPPINES 23
PITCAIRN IS. 188
POLAND 265
PORTUGAL 298
PR.  OF HUTT RIVER 83
PROVENCE 67
PUERTO RICO 106
PUNTLAND 152
QATAR 134
QUEBEC 296
QUECHUA 255
REP. IRELAND 172
REPUBLIKA SRPSKA 64
REUNION 304
ROHINGYA 109
ROMANI PEOPLE 127
ROMANIA 220
ROTUMA 271
RUSSIA 131
RWANDA 302
RYUKYU IS. 29
SABA 341
SAMOA 41
SAN ANDRES & PROV. 34
SAN MARINO 257
SAO TOME & PRINCIPE 37

716



SAPMI 8
SARDINIA 138
SAUDI ARABIA 351
SCOTLAND 212
SEALAND 208
SEBORGA 213
SENEGAL 90
SERBIA 21
SEYCHELLES 56
SICILY 210
SIERRA LEONE 294
SINGAPORE 249
SKANELAND 89
SLOVAKIA 183
SLOVENIA 32
SOCOTRA 260
SOLOMON IS. 307
SOMALIA 233
SOMALILAND 223
SORBIA 84
SOUTH AFRICA 181
SOUTH KOREA 291
SOUTH MOLUCCAS 93
SOUTH OSSETIA 7
SOUTH SUDAN 13
SPAIN 457
SRI LANKA 239
ST BARTHELEMY 370
ST EUSTATIUS 118
ST HELENA 361
ST KITTS & NEVIS 324
ST LUCIA 160
ST MAARTEN 292
ST MARTIN 61
ST PIERRE & MIQUELON 221

ST VIN.  & GRENADINES 73
SUDAN 422
SURINAME 516
SVALBARD 339
SWAZILAND 17
SWEDEN 241
SWITZERLAND 234
SYRIA 218
SZEKELY LAND 40
TAHITI 178
TAIWAN 192
TAJIKISTAN 155
TALOSSA 158
TAMIL EELAM 231
TANZANIA 66
TASMANIA 14
THAILAND 43
TIBET 357
TOGO 86
TOKELAU 191
TONGA 437
TORRES STRAIT IS. 317
TRANSNISTRIA 297
TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 47
TRISTAN DA CUNHA 97
TUNISIA 162
TURKEY 129
TURKMENISTAN 179
TURKS & CAICOS IS. 376
TUVALU 247
UAE 59
US VIRGIN IS. 25
USA 228
UGANDA 169
UKRAINE 269

717



URUGUAY 256
UZBEKISTAN 53
VANUATU 76
VATICAN CITY 273
VENEZUELA 343
VIETNAM 102
VOJVODINA 288
WALES 199

WALLIS & FUTUNA IS. 116
WEST PAPUA 190
WESTERN ISLES 157
WESTERN SAHARA 124
YEMEN 359
ZAMBIA 27
ZANZIBAR 146
ZIMBABWE 321
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